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PREFACE 

THE main object of this book is to exhibit the 
facts relative to the expedition despatched to 
Australia by Napoleon Bonaparte in 1800-4, 
and to consider certain opinions which have been for 
many years current regarding its purpose. 

Until about five years ago the writer accepted without 
doubt the conclusions presented by leading authorities. 
One has to do that in regard to the vast mass of historical 
material, because, obviously, however much disposed 
one may be to form one's opinions on tested facts apart 
from the writings of historians, several lifetimes would 
not be sufficient for a man to inquire for himself as to the 
truth of a bare fraction of the conclusions with which 
research is concerned. 

But it so happened that the writer was interested, 
for other reasons than those disclosed in the following 
pages, in ascertaining exactly what was done by the 
expedition commanded by Captain Nicolas Baudin on 
the coasts which were labelled Terre Napoleon. On 
scrutinising the facts somewhat narrowly, he was sur- 
prised to find that opinions accepted with unquestioning 
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faith began to crumble away for lack of evidence to 
support them. 

So much is stated by way of showing that the book 
has not been written to prove a conclusion formulated 
a priori, but with a sincere desire that the truth about 
the matter should be known. We read much in modem 
books devoted to the era of the Corsican about ' the 
Napoleonic legend.' There seems to be, just here, a 
little sporadic Napoleonic legend, to which vitality has 
been given from quarters whence have come some heavy 
blows at the larger one. 

The plan adopted has been, after a preliminary 
sketch of the colonial situation of Great Britain and 
France in the period under review, to bring upon the 
scene — the Terre Napoleon coasts — the discovery ship 
Investigator, despatched by the British Government at 
about the same time as Napoleon's vessels were engaged 
upon their task, and to describe the meeting of the two 
captains, Flinders and Baudin, in Encounter Bay. 
Next, the coasts denominated Terre Napoleon are 
traversed, and an estimate is made of the original work 
done by Baudin, and of the serious omissions for which 
he was to blame. A second part of the subject is then 
entered upon. The origin of the expedition is traced, 
and the ships are carefully followed throughout their 
voyage, with a view to elicit whether' there was, as alleged, 
a political purpose apart from the scientific work for 
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which the enterprise was undertaken at the instance of 
the Institute of France. 

The two main points which the book handles are : 
(i) whether Napoleon's object was to acquire territory 
in Australia and to found ' a second fatherland ' for the 
French there ; and (2) whether it is true, as so often 
asserted, that the French plagiarised Flinders' charts 
for the purpose of constructing their own. On both 
these points conclusions are reached which are at variance 
with those commonly presented ; but the evidence is 
placed before the reader with sufficient amplitude to 
enable him to arrive at a fair opinion on the facts, which, 
the author believes, are faithfully stated. 

A third point of some importance, and which is believed 
to be quite new, relates to the representation of Port 
Phillip on the Terre Napoleon maps. It is a curious fact 
that, much as has been written on the early history of 
Australia, no writer, so far as the author is aware, has 
observed the marked conflict of evidence between Captain 
Baudin and his own officers as to that port having been 
seen by their discovery ships, and as to how the repre- 
sentation of it on the French maps got there. Inasmuch 
as Port Phillip is the most important harbour in the 
territory which was called Terre Napoleon, the matter 
is peculiarly interesting. Yet, although the author has 
consulted more than a score of volumes in which the 
expedition is mentioned, or its work dealt with at some 
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length, not one of the writers has pointed out this sharp 
contradiction in testimony, still less attempted to account 
for it. It is to be feared that in the writing of Australian, 
as of much other history, there has been on the part of 
authors a considerable amount of ' taking in each other's 
washing.' 

The table of comparative chronology is designed to 
enable the reader to see at a glance the dates of the 
occurrences described in the book, side by side with those 
of important events in the world at large. It is always 
an advantage, when studying a particular piece of history, 
to have in mind other happenings of real consequence 
pertaining to the period imder review. Such a table 
should remind us of what Freeman spoke of as the 
' unity and indivisibility of history,' if it does no more. 
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TERRE NAPOLEON 

INTRODUCTION 



A continent with a record of unruffled peace — Causes of this varia- 
tion from the usual course of history — English and French 
colonisation during the Napoleonic wars — The height of the 
Napoleonic empire and the entire loss of the French colonies — 
The British colonial situation during the same period— The 
colony at Port Jackson in 1800 — Its defencelessness — The 
French squadron in the Indian Ocean — Rear-Admiral Linois 
— The audacious exploit of Commodore Dance, and Napoleon's 
direction to 'take Port Jackson' in 1810. 

A USTRALIA is the only considerable portion of the 
/ \ world which has enjoyed the blessed record 
■*■ ^ of unruffled peace. On every other continent, 
in nearly every other island large in area, "war's red 
ruin writ in flame' has wrought its havoc, leaving 
evidences in n[iany a twinging cicatrice. Invasion, 
rebelhon, and civil war constitute enormous elements 
in the chronicles of nations ; and SheUey wrote that 
the study of history, though too important to be 
neglected, was ' hatefvil and disgusting to my very soul,' 
because he foimd in it httle more than a ' record of 
crimes and miseries.' A map of the globe, coloured 
crimson as to those countries where blood has flowed 
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in armed conflicts between men, would present a circling 
splash of red ; but the vast island which is balanced on 
the Tropic of Capricorn, and spreads her bulk from the 
tenth parallel of south latitude to ' the roaring forties/ 
would show up white in the spacious diagram of carnage. 
No foreign foe has menaced her thrifty progress since 
the British planted themselves at Port Jackson in 1788 ; 
nor have any internal broils of serious importance 
interrupted her prosperous career. 

This striking variation from the cormnon fate of 
peoples is attributable to three causes. First, the 
development of a British civilisation iu AxistraUa has 
synchronised with the attainment and miimpaired 
maintenance of dominant sea-power by the parent 
nation. The supremacy of Great Britain upon the blue 
water enabled her colonies to grow to strength and 
wealth under the protection of a mighty arm. Secondly, 
during the same period a great change in British colonial 
poUcy was inaugurated. Statesmen were slow to learn 
the lessons taught in so trenchant a fashion by the revolt 
of the American colonies ; but more Uberal views gradually 
ripened, and Lord Durham's Report on the State of Canada, 
issued in 1839, occasioned a beneficent new era of self- 
government. The states of Australia were soon left with 
no grievance which it was not within their own power to 
remedy if they chose, and virtually as they chose. Thirdly, 
these very powers of self-government developed in the 
people a signal capacity for governing and being governed. 
The constitutional machinery submitted the Executive 
to popular control, and made it quickly sensitive to the 
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public win. Authority and subjects were in sjmipathy, 
because the subjects created the authority. Further, 
there was no warlike native race in Australia, as there 
was in New Zealand and in South Africa, to necessitate 
armed conflict. Thus security from attack, chartered 
autonomy, and governing capacity, with the absence of 
organised pugnacious tribes, have combined to achieve 
the unique result of a continent preserved from aggres- 
sion, disruption, or bloody strife for over one himdred 
and twenty years. 

There was a brief period, as will presently be related, 
when this happy state of things was in some danger of 
being disturbed. It certainly would have been impossible 
had not Great Britain emerged victorious from her 
protracted struggle, first against revolutionary France, 
and later against Napoleon, in the latter years of the 
eighteenth century and the beginning of the nineteenth. 
In those wars colonial possessions ' became pawns in the 
game.' ^ There was no Imperiahsm then, with its 
strident note, its ebulUent fervour and flag waving. 
There was no national sense of pride in colonial Empire, 
or general appreciation of the great potentiahties of 
oversea possessions. ' The final outcome of the great 
war was the colonial ascendancy of Great Britain, but 
such was not the conscious aim of those who carried 
through the struggle.' ^ Diplomacy signed away with a 
dash of the quiQ possessions which British arms had won 
after tough fights, anxious blockades, and long cruises 

' The phrase is Professor Egerton's, Cambridge Modern History, ix. 735. 
" Ibid., p. 736. 
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full of tension and peril. Even when the end of the war 
saw the great Conqueror conquered and consigned to his 
foam-fenced prison in the South Atlantic, Great Britain 
gave back many of the fruits which it had cost her much, 
in the hv^ of her brave and the sufferings of her poor, to 
win ; and Castlereagh defended this policy in the House 
of Commons on the curious ground that it was expedient 
' freely to open to France the means of peaceful occupa- 
tion, and that it was not the interest of this country 
to make her a mili tary and conquering, instead of a 
commercial and pacific nation.' ^ 

II 

The events with which this book is mainly concerned 
occurred within the four years 1800-1804, during which 
Europe saw Bonaparte leap from the position of First 
Consul of the French Republic to the Imperial throne. 
After great French victories at Marengo, Hochstadt, and 
Hohenlinden (1800), and a brilliant naval triumph for 
the British at Copenhagen (1801), came the fragile Peace 
of Amiens (1802) — an ' experimental peace,' as ComwaUis 
neatly described it. Fourteen months later (May 1803) 
war broke out again ; and this time there was almost 
incessant fighting on a titanic scale, by land and sea, 
imtil the great Corsican was hmnbled and broken at 
Waterloo. 

The reader will be aided in forming an opinion upon 
the events discussed hereafter, by a glance at the colonial 
situation during the period in question. The extent of 

' Parliamentary Debatts, zxriii. 462. 
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the dependencies of France and England in 1800 and the 
later years will be gathered from the following summary. 

In America France regained Louisiana, covering the 
mouth of the Mississippi. It had been in Spanish hands 
since 1763 ; but Talleyrand, Bonaparte's foreign minister, 
put pressure upon Spain, and Louisiana became French 
once more imder the secret treaty of San Ildefonso 
(October 1800). The news of the retrocession, however, 
aroused intense feeling in the United States, inasmuch 
as the establishment of a strong foreign power at the 
mouth of the principal water-way in the country jeopar- 
dised the whole trade of the Mississippi valley. President 
Jefferson, recognising that the perpetuation of the new 
situation ' would have put us at war with France im- 
mediately,' sent James Monroe to Paris to negotiate. 
As Bonaparte plainly saw at the beginning of 1803 that 
another war with Great Britain was inevitable, he did 
not wish to embroil himself with the Americans also, 
and agreed to sell the possession to the Repubhc for eighty 
miUion francs. Indeed, he completed arrangements for 
the sale even before Monroe arrived. 

Some efforts had also been made, at Bonaparte's 
instance, to induce Spain to give up the Floridas, East 
and West, but European complications prevented the 
exertion of pressure in this direction ; and the whole of 
Florida became part of the United States by treaty 
signed in 1819. The sale of Louisiana lowered the French 
flag on the only remaining portion of American territory 
that acknowledged the tricolour, except the pestilential 
fragment of French Guiana, on the north-east of South 
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America, where France has had a footing since the 
beginning of the seventeenth century, save for a short 
interval (1809-15) when it was taken by the British and 
Portuguese. But the possession has never been a profit- 
able one, and a contemporary writer, quoting an official 
publication, describes it as enjoying ' neither agriculture, 
commerce, nor industry.' ^ 

In the West Indies, France had lost Martinique and 
Guadeloupe during the naval wars prior to Bonaparte's 
ascension to supreme authority. These islands were 
restored to her under the Treaty of Amiens ; were once 
more captured by the British in 1809-10 ; and were 
finally handed back to France imder the Treaty of Paris 
in 1814. Tobago and St. Lucia, taken from France in 
1803, were not restored. 

The large island of San Domingo (the present repubUc 
of Haiti, the Espanola of G)lumbus, and the first seat of 
European colonisation in the west) had been occupied 
by French, Spanish, and British planters prior to 1796. 
The French had been there officially since Richelieu 
recognised and protected the settlements made by 
filibusters early in the seventeenth century. The decree 
of the revolutionary Assembly freeing the slaves in all 
French possessions led to widespread insurrections. 
There were scenes of frightful outrage ; and above the 
storm of blood and horror rose to fame the huge figure of 
the black hero, Toussaint L'Ouverture. At the head of a 
negro army he at first assisted the French to overturn 
Spanish rule ; but having attained great personal power, 

' Fallot, VAvenir Colonial de la France (1903), p. 237. 
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and being a man of astonishing capacity for controlling 
the people of his own race, and for mastering military 
and govenmientEil problems, he determined to use the 
opportimity to fomid an autonomous state under the 
suzerainty of France. By January 1801 Toussaint 
L'Ouverture was in possession of the capital. But 
Bonaparte would not tolerate the domination of the black 
conqueror, and despatched an expedition to San Domingo 
to overthrow his government and establish French 
paramoimtcy. The result was disastrous. It is true that 
Toussaint was captured and exiled to France, where he 
died miserably in prison at Besangon in 1803 ; but 
the white troops under General Leclerc perished of yellow 
fever in hundreds ; the blacks retired to the mountains 
and harassed the suffering French ; whilst the vigilance 
of British frigates, and the requirements of European 
policy, obviated aU possibility of effective reinforcements 
being sent. Gallic authority in San Domingo ended 
ingloriously, for the negroes in 1803 drove the debilitated 
chivalry of France in defeat and disaster to the sea, and 
chose to be their ruler one who, like themselves, had 
commenced life as a slave. Napoleon said at St. Helena 
that his attempt to subjugate San Domingo was the 
greatest folly of his life. 

In the Indian Ocean the French possessed the Isle of 
France (now, as a British colony, called Mauritius) and 
R6union. They had not j'et established themselves in 
Madagascar, though there was some trade between the 
Mascareignes and the colonists of the Isle of France. 
Bonaparte during the Consulate contemplated making 
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definite attempts to colonise Madagascar, and, early in 
1801, called for a report from his first colonial minister, 
Forfait. When he obtained the document, he sent it 
back asking for more details, an indication that his 
interest in the subject was more than one of transient 
curiosity. Forfait suggested the project of estabhshing 
at Madagascar a penal colony such as the British had 
at Port Jackson ; ^ but subsequent events did not favour 
French colonial expansion, and nothing was done. 

The British captured Pondicherry and the other 
French settlements in India in 1793, but agreed to restore 
them under the Treaty of Amiens. For reasons which 
will be indicated later, however, the territories were not 
evacuated by British troops, who continued to hold them 
till the post-bellum readjustment of 1815 was negotiated, 

A similar record applies to Senegal, in West Africa. 
It had been French since the era of Richelieu, with 
intervals of capture, restoration, and recapture. The 
British ousted their rivals once more in 1804, and gave 
back the conquest in 1815. 

A careful examination of these details reveals a re- 
markable fact. Although the year 1810 saw the Napole- 
onic empire at the crest of its greatness in Europe ; 
although by that time the Emperor was the mightiest 
personal factor in world politics ; although in that year 
he married a daughter of the Caesars, and thought he 
had laid plans for the foundation of a dynasty that should 
perpetuate the Napoleonic name in association with 
Napoleonic power — yet, in that very year, France had 

' Prentout, Vile de France sous Decaen, 302. 
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been stripped of the last inch of her colonial possessions. 
The nation in whose glorious Pantheon were emblazoned 
the great names of Montcalm and Dupleix, of Jacques 
Cartier and La SaJle, of Champlain and La Bourdonnais, 
and whose inveterate capacity for colonisation of even 
the most difficult kind can never be doubted by any 
candid student of her achievements in this field, both 
before and since the disastrous Napoleonic age, was now 
naked of even so much as a barren rock in a distant sea 
upon which to plant her flag. 

Such is the picture of the French colonial system as it 
presents itself during the period within which occurred 
the events described in this book. These facts give 
poignancy to the reflection of the distinguished philosophi- 
cal historian who has written of his country : ' A melan- 
choly consequence of her poHcy of interference in neigh- 
bouring states, and of occupying herself with continental 
conquests, has always been the loss of her naval power 
and of her colonies. She could only estabhsh oversea 
possessions on a durable foundation on the condition of 
renouncing the policy of invasion that she practised in 
Europe during the centuries. Every continental victory 
was balanced by the ruin of our naval power and of our 
distant possessions, that is to say, the decrease of our real 
influence in the world.' ^ 

III 

It would be simple to sum up the colonial situation of 
Great Britain in the period under review, by sa5dng that 

' Leroy-Beaulieu, Colonisation chez les Peuplts Modemes (1902 edit.), i. 220. 
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she gained just in the measure that France lost. But 
such a crude formula would not convey a sufficient sense 
of her actual achievements. The end of the great war 
left her with a wider dominion than that with which she 
was endowed when she plunged into the struggle ; but 
it left her also with augmented power and prestige, a 
settled sense of security, and a steeled spirit of resolution 
— elements not measurable on the scale of the map, 
but counting as immense factors in the government and 
development of oversea possessions. 

The details of the British colonial empire during the 
storm epoch, are as follow : — 

In Canada she governed a belt of country stretching 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, divided for administra- 
tive purposes into two areas, one of which. Lower Canada 
— embracing the cities of Quebec and Montreal, and 
including the basin of the St. Lawrence — was populated 
principally by people of French origin. It wovdd be too 
much to suppose that these colonists, who jealously 
preserved the French language and the French tradition, 
were indifferent to the doings of their kin across the 
water ; and there were, indeed, many who cherished the 
hope that events would so shape themselves as to restore 
the authority of France in this part of the New World. 
But the habitant was Roman CathoUc as well as French, 
and the hierarchy was profoundly distrustful of the 
regime which it regarded as the heritage of the hateful 
ideas of 1789. We may speculate as to what would have 
happened if Napoleon had set himself to woo the affections 
of the French Canadians. But throughout the great wars 
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Canada remained loyal to the British connection, despite 
internal difficulties and discontents. 

Great Britain also held Newfoundland, as well as those 
maritime provinces which have since become federated 
as part of the Dominion. 

In South America she possessed British Guiana, and 
for a period, as related above, French Guiana also. 

In the West Indies, in 1800, her flag flew over the entire 
crescent of the Windward and Leeward groups from 
Granada to the Virgins ; she was mistress of Trinidad, 
Tobago, Jamaica, the ' still vexd ' Bermudas and the 
whole bunch of the Bahamas ; and she had interests 
in San Domingo. At the Peace of Amiens she retained 
only Trinidad of the islands captured during the war ; 
and she presented no very stubborn resistance to the 
negro revolt that lost her any further control over the 
largest of the sugar islands. 

She had the Cape of Good Hope in her custody in 1800, 
but weakly allowed it to be bartered away by diplomacy 
at Amiens ; only, however, to reassert her power there 
six years later, when it became at length apparent to 
British statesmen — as it surely should have been obvious 
to them throughout — that Australia and India could not 
be secure while the chief southern harbour of Africa was 
in foreign possession. 

Ceylon was retained as a sparkling jewel for the 
British crown when so much that had been won in fair 
fight was allowed to sUp away. The capture of Java 
(1811) and its restoration to the Dutch belong to a 
later period ; whilst the growth of British power in 
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India scarcely falls within the scope of a brief review 
of the colonial situation, though of great importance in 
its effects. 

Malta, which has usually been classed as a colony, 
though its principal value is rather strategic than colonial, 
was occupied by the British in September 1800, and the 
cat-footed efforts of Napoleonic diplomacy to get her out 
of the island made it a storm centre ia European politics 
iu these fiery years. Out she would not come, and did not. 
Neither Tzar nor Emperor could get her out, by plot or 
by arms ; and there she stiU remains. 



IV 

The position of the British in the South Seas demands 
special consideration, as being immediately related to 
our subject. In 1800 the only part of Australasia 
occupied by white people was Norfolk Island and the 
small area at Port Jeickson shut in between the sea and a 
precipitous range of mountains that for thirteen years to 
come presented an unconquerable barrier to inland ex- 
ploration, despite repeated endeavoms to find a way across 
them. The settlement had spread only a few miles beyond 
the spot where Governor Arthur PhiUip had resolved to 
locate his First Fleet company twelve years before. As 
yet no attempt had been made to occupy Tasmania, 
which had been determined to be an island oiHy two 
years previously. New Zealand also was virgin ground for 
the European colonist. The Maori had it aU to himself. 

The means of def^iding the httle colony, in the event 
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of an attack during the war which raged from five years 
after its foundation till 1802, and again from 1803 for 
twelve years more, were insignificant. The population in 
1800 numbered rather more than five thousand, only 
about one-half of whom were soldiers, officials, and free 
peopled The remainder were convicts, some of them 
being Irishmen transported for participation in the 
rebellion of 1798, including not a few men of education. 
These men were naturally writhing under a burning sense 
of defeat and oppression, and were still rebels at heart. 
They were incarcerated with a miscellaneous horde of 
criminals made desperate and resentful by harsh treat- 
ment. It is scarcely doubtful that if a French naval 
squadron had descended on the coast, the authorities 
would have had to face, not only an enemy's guns in 
Port Jackson, but an insurrection amongst the unhappy 
people whom the colony had been primarily founded to 
chastise. The immigration of a farming and artisan 
class was discouraged ; and it is scarcely conceivable 
that, apart from the ofiicials, the gaolers, and the military, 
who would have done their duty resolutely, there were any 
in the colony who, for affection, would have lifted a hand 
to defend the land in which they lived, and the regime 
which they hated. 

There was at the Governor's command a small military 
force, barely sufficient to maintain disciphne in a com- 
munity in which there were necessarily dangerously 

' The total population of Sydney, Parramatta, and Norfolk Island on 
January i, 1801, was declared to be Sioc^) of whom 2492 were convicts — 
143 1 men, 500 women, and 561 children. Of the remainder, 1887 were 'free 
people,' being neither on the civil nor the military establishment. 
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turbulent elements ; ^ but he was destitute of effective 
vessels for service afloat. When the navigator Flinders 
was wrecked in the Porpoise in August 1803 — his own 
exploring ship, the Investigator, being by this time unsea- 
worthy — Governor King had no other craft to give him 
for his return voyage than the decrepit Cumberland, a 
mere leaky little barge hardly fit for better uses than 
ferrying a placid lake. The colony was, in short, simply 
a kraal for yarding British undesirables and housing their 
keepers ; its remoteness was an advantage for the pur- 
pose in view ; and it never seemed to strike the officials 
in England who superintended its affairs, that the 
adequate defence of a gaol against foreign aggression was 
an undertaking that called for exertion or forethought. 
The unreluctant retrocession of the Cape to the Dutch 
in 1800 indicates that the interest of defending Australia 
was lost sight of in the midst of what appeared to be 
more pressing considerations. 

It has been remarked above that there was a period 

1 In a report to Governor King, April 1805, Brevet-Major Johnson pointed 
out that the military were barely sufficient for mounting guard, and urged 
'the great want of an augmentation to the military forces of this colony' 
(Historical Records of New South Wales, vi. 183). Colonel Paterson, in a 
letter to Sir Joseph Banks, 1804, remarked that 'it will certainly appear 
evident that our military force at present is very inadequate ' (Ibid., v. 454). 
John Blaxland, in a letter to Lord Liverpool, 1809, wrote that ' it is to be 
feared that if two frigates were to appear, the settlement is not capable of 
opposing any resistance ' (Ibid., vii. 231). An unsigned memorandum in the 
Record Office, ' bearing internal evidence of having been written by an officer 
who was in the colony during the Governorship of Hunter,' pointed out that 
* a. naval force is absolutely necessary on the coast of New South Wales, 
... to protect the colony from an attack by the French from the Mauritius, 
which would have taken place long ago if the enemy had possessed a naval 
force equal to the enterprise ' (Ibid., vii. 248-50). 
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when the peace of Australia was imperilled. The danger 
was obviated, certednly not because of the ef&ciency of 
the defence, but rather through lack of enterprise on the 
part of the Admiral in command of the French squadron 
in the Indian Ocean. It will be well to narrate the 
circumstances, together with an incident which illustrates 
in an amusing maimer the kind of man this officer was. 

After the signing of the Treaty of Amiens, Bonaparte 
sent out a squadron commanded by Rear-Admiral 
Linois, conveying General Charles Decaen, who was 
commissioned to administer the former French possessions 
in India, which, under the terms of the treaty, were to be 
surrendered to France. But when the expedition arrived 
at Pondicherry, the Governor-General of India, Lord 
Wellesley, gave orders to his subordinates that no 
concessions were to be made to the French without his 
express authority ; and as he stubbornly refused to give 
his warrant for surrendering an inch of territory, there 
was nothing for General Decaen to do but sail away to 
Mauritius, then, as already remarked, a French colony. 
Lord Wellesley acted under secret orders from the 
Secretary of State, Lord Hobart, dated October 17, 1802, 
only seven months after the treaty was signed, for the 
British Government did not believe in the permanency 
of the peace and did not desire the French to re-assert a 
footing in India, where their presence, in the event of a 
renewal of hostiUties, would be dangerous. 

When the war was renewed, Linois, with his squadron, 
was still in the Indian Ocean. The Isle of France was 
not a self-supporting colony, but had to depend on money 
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and supplies obtained either from Europe or from the 
vessels of the East India Company, which, from time to 
time, were captured by French privateers and men-of-war. 
When Nelson shattered the naval power of France at 
Trafalgar in 1805, and vigilant British frigates patrolled 
the whole highway of commerce from Europe to the Cape 
of Good Hope, Decaen's position became precarious. 
The supplies sent out to him were frequently captured by 
the enemy ; and had it not been that Port Louis became 
a regular nest of adventurous French privateers — 'pirates,' 
the British called them — who frequently found a rich 
prey in the shape of heavUy laden India merchantmen, 
his garrison must soon have been starved out. 

The incident to which reference has been made occurred 
in 1804, and is probably without a parallel in naval history 
as an example of the effect of audacity acting on timidity. 
It was known that a convoy of ships belonging to the 
East India Company was to leave Canton early in the 
year. Linois, with five vessels, including his flagship, 
the Marengo, 74 guns, sailed for the Straits of Malacca 
to intercept them. On February 14, near Polo Aor, to 
the north-east of Singapore, the French sighted the 
convoy, sixteen Company ships, fourteen merchantmen 
and a brig, all laden with tea, silks, and other rich 
merchandise. 

The East India Company's vessels carried guns, but 
they were not equipped for facing heavily armed men-of- 
war. Their crews were not trained fighting men ; they 
were deeply laden, and their decks were heavily cumbered. 
Moreover, they were not protected by a naval squadron ; 
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and had Rear-Admiral Linois been a commander of daring, 
initiative, and resource, the greater part, or the whole, 
of this enormous mass of floating treasure might have 
fallen Uke a ripe peach into his hands. 

But he had to contend with an Enghsh sailor of astound- 
ing and quite picturesque assurance in Nathaniel Dance, 
the commodore of the fleet. Dance fuUy expected, when 
he left Canton, that he would meet French raiders, 
though he was astonished when he saw five sail under 
the tricolour bearing up towards him. But he had 
thought out what he intended to do if attacked ; and, 
partly by courage, partly by a superb piece of ' bluff,' 
he succeeded completely. 

Before sailing, the Company ships had been freshly 
painted. Their gun embrasures showed up more fear- 
some to the eye of imagination than they were in reality. 
Dance also carried blue ensigns, which were hoisted on 
four of his craft when the French made their appearance. 
He resorted to this device with the dehberate purpose 
of making the strongest vessels of his convoy look like 
British men-of-war. In fact, he commanded a fleet of 
opulent merchantmen, the best of which, by the mere 
use of brushes and pots of paint, and by the hoisting of 
a few yards of of&cial bunting, were made to resemble 
fighting ships. But, wonder of wonders ! this scarecrow 
strategy struck terror into the heart of a real Rear- 
Admiral, and, as a French historian somewhat lugubri- 
ously, but quite candidly, acknowledges : ' Les ruses de 
Dance rdussirent ; les flammes bleues, les canons de bois, 
les batteries peintes, produisirent leur effet 1 ' 
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No sooner did the French sqnadron appear, than 
Dance drew up his convoy in two lines, with the fifteen 
smaller vessels tinder the lee of the sixteen laiger ones, 
which presented their painted broadsides to the foe. 
It was a manoeuvre which threatened a determination to 
fight, and Linois was disposed to be cautious. He was 
puzzled by the number of ships, having been informed by 
an American captain at Batavia that only seventeen were 
to leave Canton. The larger fleet, and the blue ensigns 
fluttering from four masts, imbued him with a spirit of 
reluctance which he dignified with the name of prudence. 
As a naval historian puts it, ' The warlike appearance of 
the sixteen ships, the r^^ularity of their manoeuvres, and 
the boldness of their advance, led the French Admiral to 
deliberate whether a part of them were not cruisers.' ^ 
Linois did not like to attack, as darkness was approaching, 
but argued that if the bold face put upon the matter by 
the British were merely a stratagem, they would attempt 
to fly in the night ; in which case he would not hesitate 
to chase them. But Dance did nothing of the kind. 
He had taken his enemy's measure ; or, to quote the 
French historian again, 'il comprit I'etat moral de son 
adversaire.' He maintained his formation during the 
night, keeping blue lights burning on the four ships which 
sported the blue ensign, to enforce the illusion that they 
were the naval escort of the convoy, and were eager for 
battle. In the morning Linois was quite satisfied that 
he really had to contend with a fleet pugnaciously inclined, 

' James, Naval History, uL 247. There is a contemporary accoont of the 
incident in the GentUman's Afaguane (1804), vol. Izxiv. pp. 963 and 967. 
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which, if he tried to hurt them, would probably hurt 
him more. Cheers broke from the British decks as 
the Marengo bore up. Dance then manoeuvred as if his 
int^tion were to shut in the French squadron between 
two lines, and rake them on both flanks. This clever 
movement so scared the Rear-Admiral that he determined 
to nm. A shot was fired from his flagship, which killed 
one man and wounded another on the Royal George ; 
whereupon the British sailors fired their gims in return, 
and kept up a furious, but quite harmless, cannonade for 
forty minutes. Not a single French ship was hit ; but 
under cover of the thick smoke which ' the engagement ' 
occasioned, Linois and his squadron sailed away, and left 
the cheering Britons in the peace which they so certainly 
required, but had so audaciously pretended that they did 
not in the least degree desire. 

Dance became temporarily a national hero. The 
Englishman enjoys a joke, and at a period of extreme 
tension the impudent exploit of the commodore provoked 
a roar of deUghted and derisive laughter throughout the 
British Isles. He was f^ted by the City of London, 
knighted by King George, presented with a sword of 
honour, and endowed by the Company with a handsome 
fortune. 

On the other hand. Napoleon was furious. Linois ' has 
made the French flag the laughing stock of the imiverse,' 
he wrote to his Minister of Marine, Decrfe.^ Again he said, 
' The conduct of Linois is miserable ' ; and in a third 
letter, summing up in a crisp sentence the cause of so 

' Ctrresfondatut de Napolton I. (1858-70), vol. ix., document 8024. 
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many French failures on the blue water, he said : ' All 
the maritime expeditions that have been despatched since 
I have been at the head of the Government have failed 
becaxise our admirals see double, and have found, I do 
not know where, that one can make war without running 
any risks ; ' ' it is honour that I wish them to conserve, 
rather tban a few wooden vessels and some men.' It was 
while still smarting under this same indignity, and urging 
his Minister to hurry the sending of ships with supplies 
for the support of the Isle of France, that Napoleon made 
one of his most famous retorts. Decres, with the obsequi- 
ousness of a courtier, had written that if the Emperor 
insisted on ordering certain ships to be despatched, ' I 
should recognise the wiU of God, and should send them.' 
' I will excuse you from comparing me to God,' wrote 
Napoleon ; and, prodding the dilatory Minister again to 
make haste, he wrote, ' You can surely, to meet the needs 
of our colonies, send from several ports vessels laden with 
flour. There is no need to be God for that 1 ' ^ 

Now, if instead of the timid Linois, the French squadron 
in the TriHian Ocean had been commanded by an Admiral 
endowed with the qualities of dash, daring, and enterprise, 
the consequences to the weak Uttie British settiement at 
Sydney would have been disastrous. After Trafalgar, 
British interests in the South and the East were more 
amply safeguarded. But before that great event, Linois 
had magnihcent opportunities for doing mischief. Port 
Jackson would have been a rich prize. Stores, which the 
Isle of France badly needed, could have been obtained 

1 Correspmidance, toL rvii., doctunent 13,960. 
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there plentifully. Ships from China frequently made it 
a port of call, preferring to take the route through the 
recently discovered Bass Straits than to nm the hazard 
of capture by crossing the Indian Ocean. It was just a 
lucky accident that the enemy's admiral was a nervous 
gentleman who was afraid to take risks. General Decaen, 
a fine soldier, openly cursed his nautical colleague ; but 
nothing could strike a spirit of vigorous initiative into the 
breast of Linois. He was always afraid that if he 
struck he would be struck at — in which view he was 
undoubtedly right. 

Did Napoleon himself reaHse that there was so rich a 
prize in Port Jackson ? Not until it was too late. In 
1810, when he was fitting out another expedition for 
aggressive service in the Indian Ocean, he probably 
remembered what he had read in Peron's account of the 
Voyage de Ddcouvertes aux Terres Australes about the 
British colony there, and directed that the new squadron 
should ■ take the English colony of Port Jackson, which 
is to the south of the Isle of France, and where consider- 
able resources will be found ' (' faire prendre la colonie 
anglaise de Jackson ' — sic) } But the task was well-nigh 
hopeless then, and the squadron never sailed. Probably 
it would not have reached the Indian Ocean if it had left 
Europe, for the Cape, which was in Dutch hands when 
Linois had his great chance, was recaptured by the British 
in January 1806. In 1810 Admirals Pellew and Bertie 
were in command of strong British forces, and Lord 
Minto, the Governor-General of India, was determined 

' Correspondance, vol. xx., document 16,544. 



22 TERRE NAPOLfiON 

to root the French out of the Isle of France, and dear 
India of danger from that source. They succeeded, 
and Mauritiiis has been British ever since. 

We must now leave the sphere of conflict in which the 
destinies of the world were being shaped, and enter upon 
another phase of this history. The reader will 

'sKp across the stunmer of the world. 
Then, after a long tumble aboot the Cape 
And frequent interchange of foul and &ir,' 

— ^will accompany for a while an illustrious British 
explorer in his task of fiUiog up the map of the globe. 
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CHAPTER I 

FLINDERS AND THE ' INVESTIGATOR ' 

The Investigator at Kangaroo Island — Thoroughness of Flinders 
work — His aims and methods — His explorations ; the theory 
of a Strait through Australia — Completion of the map of the 
Continents — A direct succession of great navigators : Cook, 
Bligh, Flinders, and Franklin — What Flinders learned in the 
school of Cook : comparison between the healthy condition of 
his crew and the scurvy-stricken company on the French vessels. 

ON April 7, 1802, His Majesty's ship Investigator, 
334 tons, Commander Matthew Flinders, was 
beating off the eastern extremity of Kangaroo 
Island, endeavouring to make the mainland of Terra 
Australis, to follow the course of discovery and survey 
for which she had been conunissioned. The winds were 
very baffling for pursuing his task according to the care- 
fully scientific method which Flinders had prescribed for 
himself. He had declared to Sir Joseph Banks, the 
President of the Royal Society, before he left England, 
that he would endeavour so to explore the then unknown 
coasts of the vast island for which he himself after- 
wards suggested the name Australia, " that no person 
shall have occasion to come after me to make further 
discoveries.'! This principle of thoroughness distinguished 

' Flinders to Banks, April 29, l8oi. Historical Records of New South 
Walts, iv. 351. 
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his work throughout the voyage. Writing thirteen years 
later, after the long agony of his imprisonment in 
Mauritius, he said that his ' leading object had been 
to make so accurate an investigation of the shores of 
Terra Australis, that no futiure voyage to the country 
shoiild be necessary ' for the purpose ; and that had not 
circumstances been too strong for him, ' nothing of im- 
portance shoxild have been left for future discoverers 
upon any part of these extensive coasts.' ^ Nobody can 
study Flinders' beautiful charts without recognising 
them as the work of a master of his craft ; and so well 
did he fulfil his promise, until the debility of his ship and 
a chain of misfortimes interposed to prevent him, that the 
Admiralty charts in current use are substantially those 
which Flinders made over a himdred years ago.^ 

His method, though easy enough to pursue in a modem 
steamer, comparatively indifferent to winds and currents, 
was one demanding from a sailing ship hard, persistent, 
straining work, with unflagging vigilance and great 
powers of endurance. It was this. The Investigator 
was kept all day so close along shore that the breaking 
water was visible from the deck, and no river mouth or 
inlet could escape notice. When the weather was too 
rough to enable this to be done with safety. Flinders 
stationed himself at the masthead, scanning every reach 
of the shore-line. ' Before retiring to rest,' he wrote, ' I 
made it a practice to finish the rough chart for the day, 
as also my astronomical observations and bearings.' 

' Flinders, A Voyage to Terra Australis, ii. 143. 

^ Sir J. K. Laughton, in Dictitnary of National Biography, xix. 328. 
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When darkness fell, the ship hauled off from the coast, 
and every morning, as soon after daylight as possible, she 
was brought in-shore again, great care being taken to 
resume the work at precisely the point where it was 
suspended the night before. ' This plan,' he wrote, ' to 
see and lay down everything myself, required constant 
attention and much labour, but was absolutely necessary 
to obtaining that accuracy of which I was desirous.' 

Before Flinders reached Kangaroo Island, he had, in 
this painstaking maimer, discovered and mapped the 
stretch of coast westward from the head of the Great 
Australian Bight, charted all the islands, and, by follow- 
ing the two large gulfs, Spencer's and St. Vincent's, to 
their extremities, had shattered the theory commonly 
favoured by geographers before his time, that a passage 
would be found cleaving the continent from the Gulf 
of Carpentaria to the Strait which George Bass had 
discovered in 1798.1 

That part of the southern coast of Australia lying 

' Pinkerton, in his Modern Geography (1807), vol. ii. 588, published after 
Flinders had made his principal discoveries, but before the results were 
known, reflected the general opinion in the passage : ' Some suppose that 
this extensive region, when more thoroughly investigated, will be found to 
consist of two or three vast islands, intersected by narrow seas.' The Com- 
mittee of the Institute of France, which drew up the instructions for the 
expedition commanded by Baudin, directed him to search for a supposed 
strait dividing Australia longitudinally into 'two great and nearly equal 
islands ' (P^ron, Voyage de Ddcouvertes aux Terres Auslrales, i. S)- With 
these passages may be compared the following from Kerr's General History 
and Collection of Voyages and Travels, published in 1824, ten years after the 
appearance of Flinders' book : ' There are few voyages from which more 
important accessions to geographical knowledge have been derived than from 
this voyage of Captain Flinders, especially when we reflect on the great 
probability that New Holland . . . [observe that Kerr had not adopted the 
name Australia, which Flinders suggested only in a footnote] will soon rank 
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between Cape Leeuwin and Fowler Bay, in the Bight, 
had been explored prior to Flinders' time, partly by 
Captain George Vancouver, one of Cook's men, in 1791, 
and partly in 1792 by the French commander, Bixmi 
Dentrecasteaux, who was despatched in search of the 
gallant La Perouse — ' vanished trackless into blue im- 
mensity.' ^ Flinders carefully revised what they had 
done, commencing his elaborate, independent survey 
immediately after the Investigator made the Leeuwin, on 
December 6, 1801. He had therefore been just four months 
in this region, when he left his anchorage at Kangaroo 
Island — four months of incessant daily and nightly labour 
diligently directed to the task in hand. Always generous 
in his praise of good work, he paid a warm tribute to the 
quality of the charts prepared by Beautemps Beaupre, 
' geographical engineer ' of La Recherche, Dentrecasteaux' 
corvette. ' Perhaps no chart of a coast so Uttle known 
as thig is, will bear a comparison with its original better 
than this of M. Beaupre,' he said ; and though he put 
forward his own as being fuller in detail and more accurate, 
he was careful to point out that he made no claim for 
superior workmanship, and that, indeed, he would have 

high in popnlatioii and wealth. Before bis voyage it was donbtfiil whether 
New HoUand was not divided into two great islands, by a strait passing be- 
tween Bass Straits and the Golf of Carpentaria. Captain Flinders has pot 
an end to all doabts on this point. He examined the coast in the closest and 
most accurate manner ; be fotmd, indeed, two great openings ; these he sailed 
np to their termination ; and consequently, as there were no otha- openings, 
and these were mere inlets. New HoUand can no longer be supposed to be 
divided into two great islands. It most be r^arded as forming one very 
la^e one; or rather, &om its immense size, a species of continent' (Ken, 
xviii. 462). 
1 Cailyle, Frauk Reootutiom, Bk. ii. cap. 5. 
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been open to reproach if, after having followed the coast 
with Beaupre's chart in hand, he had not effected im- 
provements where circumstances did not permit his 
predecessor to make so close an examination. It is an 
attractive characteristic of Flinders, that he never missed 
an opportunity of appreciating valuable service in other 
navigators. 

But from the time when the Investigator passed the 
head of the Bight, the whole of the coast-line traversed 
was virginal to geographical science. With a clean sheet 
of paper. Flinders began to chart a new stretch of 
the earth's outline, and to link up the undiscovered with 
the known portions of the great southern continent. 
Our interest in his work is intensified by the reflection 
that of all the coasts of the habitable earth, this was the 
last important portion stiU to be discovered. True it is 
that research in the arctic and antarctic circles remained 
to be pursued, and still remains. Man will not cease his 
efforts till he knows his planet in its entirety, though the 
price of the knowledge may be high. But when he has 
compassed the extreme ends of the globe, he will not have 
found a rood of ground upon which any one will ever wish 
to hve. The earth lust of the nations is not provoked by 
thoughts of the two poles. Ruling out the frozen regions, 
therefore, as places where discovery is pursued without 
thought of future habitation, it is a striking fact that this 
voyage of Flinders opened up the ultimate belt of the 
earth's contour hitherto unknown. The continents were 
finally unveiled when he concluded his labours. Europe, 
the centre of direction, had comprehended the form of 
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Asia, had encircled Africa, had brought America within 
ken and controL It had gradually pieced together a 
knowledge of Australia, aU but the extensive area the 
greater part of which it was left for Flinders to reveaL 
The era of important modem coastal discovery within 
habitable regions, which commenced with the researches 
directed by Prince Henry the Navigator from 1426 to 
1460, and attained to brilliancy with Columbus in 1492 
and Vasco da Gama in 1497, ended with Flinders in 1802-3. 
He ranges worthily with that illustrious company of 
' men fuU of activity, stirrers abroad, and searchers of the 
remote parts of the world,' of whom Richard HaHujrt 
speaks, and is outshone by none of them in the faithfulness 
with which his work was done, and in aU the qualities 
that make up the man of high capacity and character 
entrusted with a great enterprise. 

When Flinders was appointed to the command of the 
Investigator, he was only twenty-seven years of age. 
But he had already won distinction by his demonstration 
that Bass Strait was a strait, and not a gulf, a fact not 
proved by George Bass's famous voyjige from Sydney to 
Westemport in a whale-boat. His circumnavigation of 
Tasmania — ^then called Van Diemen's Land — in the 
Norfolk ; the discovery of the Tamar estuary and Port 
Dalrymple ; some excellent nautical surveying among the 
islands to the north-west of Tasmania ; and an expedition 
along the Queensland coast, had also earned for him the 
confidence of his official superiors. His ardour for 
discovery, and the exact, scientific character of his charts 
and observations, won biTn a powerful and steadfast 
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friend in Sir Joseph Banks, who had been with Cook in 
the Endeavour in 1768-71, and never lost his interest in 
AustraUan exploration. At the beginning of his naval 
career Flinders had tasted the ' delights of battle.' 
As a midshipman on the Bellerophon (Captain Pasley), 
he played his smeiU part on the ' glorious first of June ' 
(1794), when 'Black Dick,' Lord Howe, won his greatly 
vaunted victory over the French off Brest. 

But before this event his tastes and aspirations had set 
in the direction of another branch of the naval service. 
A voyage to the South Seas and the West Indies under 
Bligh, in the Providence, in 1791, had revealed to his 
imagination the glory of discovery and the vastness and 
beauty of the world beyond European horizons. The 
fame and achievements of Cook were stiU fresh and 
wonderful in the mouths of aU who followed the sea. 
Bligh, a superb sailor — not even the enemies whom he 
made by his rough tongue and brusque manner denied 
that — taught him to be a scientific navigator ; and when 
he threaded the narrow, coral-waUed waters of Torres 
Strait, he knew that to the southward were coasts as yet 
uimiarked on any chart, seas as yet unploughed by any 
keel. For this work of exploration Flinders nourished 
a passion as intense as that which inferior natures have 
had for love, avarice, or honours. It absorbed all his 
life and thought ; and opportunity, becoming in his case 
the handmaid of capacity, was abundantly justified by 
accompUshment . 

There is one striking fact which serves to ' place ' 
Flinders among navigators. As has just been observed. 
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he learnt his practical navigation under Bligh, on that 
historically unfortunate captain's second bread-fruit 
expedition, when he was entrusted with the care of the 
scientific instrumoits. Now, Bhgh had perfected his 
navigation imder Cook, on the Resolution, and actually 
chose the landing-place in Kealakeakua Bay, where the 
greatest English seaman who ever Uved was slain. Here 
is a school of great sailors : Cook the master of Bligh, 
BUgh the master of Flinders ; and Flinders in turn had 
on board the Investigator as a midshipman, his cousin, 
John FianMin, to whom he taught navigation, and who 
acquired from him that ' ardent love of geographical 
research ' which brought him immortal fame, and a grave 
amongst the ice-packs and the snows of the North- West 
Passage.^ There is nothing comparable with this direct 
succession of illustrious masters and pupils in the history 
of navigation. The names of all four are indeUbly written 
on the map of the world. Three of them — Cook, Flinders, 
and Franklin — are among our very foremost navigators 
and discoverers, men whom a race proud of the heritage of 
the sea wiU for ever hold in honour and affection ; whilst 



* See Sfarkham, L^e cf Sir John FrankUK, p. 43, and Traill, Zjfe ef 
Franklin, p. 16. Traill's gracefnl sentences are worth tia£scribuig : 'The 
example of the fine seaman and enthnsiastic explorer nnder whom he serred 
most indeed, for a lad of Franklin's ardent temperament, have been an 
education in itsel£ Throoghont his whole life he cherished the warmest 
admiration for the character of Bfatthew Flinders, and in later years he 
welcomed the opportunity of paying an enduring tribute to his old com- 
mander's memory in the very region of the world whiiji his discoveries had 
done so much to gain lot civilisation.' It is pleasant to find Flindos sgts^- 
ing cordially of his young pnpil in a letter written dniing the Toyage. * He 
is a very fine youth, and there is every probalnli^ of his doii^ credit to Uie 
Ittacstigator and himself.' 
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the fourth, BUgh, though his reputation is wounded by 
association with two mutinies, was in truth a daring and 
a brilliant seaman, and a brave man in a fight. Nelson 
especially thanked him for noble service at Copenhagen, 
and his achievement in working a smaU, open boat 
from the mid-Pacific, where the mutinous crew of the 
Bounty dropped him, through Torres Strait to Timor, 
a distance of 3620 miles, stands memorably on the 
credit side of his account. 

See what it meant to have been trained in a school that 
observed the rules and respected the traditions of James 
Cook. When at the end of his long voyage of nine 
months and nine days. Flinders took the Investigator 
through Port Jackson heads into harbour (Stmday, May 
9, 1802), he had not a sick man on board.^ His crew 
finished hearty, browned, and vigorous. He was able to 
write from the Cape of Good Hope that ' officers and crew 
were, generally speaking, in better health than on the day 
we sailed from Spithead, and not in less good spirits.' 
Scrupulous attention to cleanliness and hygiene produced 
this result in an age when scurvy was more to be feared 
than shipwreck. On every fine day the decks below and 
the cockpit were washed, dried with stoves, and sprinkled 
with vinegar. Care was taken to prevent the crew from 
sleeping in wet clothes. At frequent intervals beds, 
chests, and bags were opened out and exposed to the 
sweetening influences of fresh air and sunshine. Personal 
cleanliness was enforced. Lime-juice and other anti- 
scorbutics were frequently served out : a precautionary 

' Voyage, i. 226. 
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measure which oiiginated in Cook's day, and which down 
to our own times has caused all British sailors to be 
popularly known as ' hme-juiceis ' in the American Navy. 
The dietary scale and the cooking were subjects of careful 
thought. This keen yoimg officer of twenty-seven looked 
after his company of eighty-seven people with as grave 
and kindly a concern as if he were a grey-bearded father 
to them all ; and was liberally rewarded by their affection. 
During his imprisonment in Mauritius, one of his men 
stayed with him voluntarily for several years, enduring 
the unpleasantness of Ufa in confinement far away from 
home, out of sheer devotion to his commander ; and did 
not leave until Fhnders, becoming hopeless of Hberation, 
insisted on his taking advantage of an opportunity of 
going to England. 

There is a touching proof of FUnders' tender regard 
for his men in the naming of a small group of islands to 
the west of the beU-mouth of Spencer's Gulf. A boat's 
crew commanded by the mate, John Thistie, was drowned 
there, through the boat capsizing. Thistie was an 
excellent seaman, who had been one of Bass's whale-boat 
crew in 1798, and had volimteered for service with the 
Investigator. Not only did Flinders name an island after 
him, and another after a midshipman, Taylor, who 
perished on the same occasion, but he gave to each of the 
islands near Cape Catastrophe the name of one of the 
seamen who lost their lives in the accident. In a country 
where men are valued for their native worth rather than 
on account of rank or wealth, such as is happily the case 
to a very large degree in Australia — ^and this is a far finer 
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thing than mere political democracy — perhaps nothing in 
the career of Flinders is more Mkely to ensure respect for 
his memory, apart from the value of his achievements, 
than this perpetuation of the names of the sailors who 
died in the service. 

Throughout the voyage he promoted amusements 
among his people ; ' and when the evenings were fine the 
drum and fife announced the forecastle to be the scene of 
dancing ; nor did I discourage other playful amusements 
which might occasionally be more to the taste of the 
sailors, and were not unseasonable.'^ The work may have 
been strenuous, and the commander was unsparing of 
his own energies ; but the life was happy, and above 
all it was healthy. The pride which Flinders had in 
the result was modestly expressed : ' I had the satisfac- 
tion to see my people orderly and full of zeal for the 
service in which we were engaged.' Really, it was a 
splendid achievement in itself, and it showed that, if 
the hardship of life in a small ship, on a long voyage, 
could not be abolished, at least horror could be banished 
from it. 

Compare this genial record with that of the French 
exploring ships Le Giographe and Le Naiuraliste, which 
were quite as well equipped for a long voyage. They had, 
it is true, been longer at sea, but they had an advantage 
not open to Flinders in being able to refit at Mauritius, 
had rested again for some weeks at Timor, and had 
spent a considerable time in the salubrious climate of 
southern Tasmania, where there was an abundance of 

1 Voyage, i. 36. 
C 
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fresh food and water. When, on June 23, 1802, Le 
Geographe appeared off Port Jackson, to soUcit help 
from Governor King, it was indeed ' a ghastly crew ' 
that she had on board. Her officers and crew were 
rotten with scurvy. Sarcely one of them was fit 
to haul a rope or go aloft. Out of one hundred and 
seventy men, only twelve were capable of any kind 
of duty, and only two helmsmen could take their 
turn at the wheel. Not a soul aboard, of any rank, 
was free from the disease.^ Of twenty-three scientific 
men Eind artists who sailed from Havre, in 1800. only three 
returned to France with the expedition, and before its 
work was over the Gjmmander, Baudin, and several of 
the staff were dead. The chief naturalist, Fran9ois 
Peron, and one of the surgeons, TaiUefer, have left terrible 
accounts of the sufferings endured. Putrid water, 
biscuits reduced almost to dust by weevils, and salt meat 
so absolutely offensive to sight and smell that ' the most 
famished of the crew frequently preferred to suffer the 
agonies of hunger ' rather than eat it — ^these conditions, 
together with neglect of routine sanitary precautions, 
produced a pitiable state of debihty and pain, that made 
the ship like an ancient city afBicted with plague. In- 
deed, the vivid narratives of Thucydides and Boccaccio, 
when they counted 

' the sad degrees 
Upon the plague's dim dial, caagbt the tone 
Of a great death that lay upon the land,' 

are not more haggard in their naturalism than is Taillefer's 

' Peron, Voyage de Deamvtrtei, i. 331-40; Flinders, Voyage, i. 230. 
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picture of the sufferings of the sailors to whom he 
ministered. Their skin became covered with tumours, 
which left ugly black patches ; where hair grew appeared 
sores ' the colour of wine lees ' ; their lips shrivelled, 
revealing gums mortified and ulcerated. They exhaled 
a breath so fetid in odour that TaUlefer loathed having to 
administer to them such remedies as he had to give ; 
and at one part of the voyage even his stock of drugs 
was depleted, so great was the demand upon his re- 
sources. Their joints became stiff, their muscles flaccid 
and contracted, and the utter prostration to which they 
were reduced made him regret that they retained so 
much of their intellectual faculties as to make them feel 
keenly the weight of despair.^ 

When Le Geografhe stood outside Sydney Harbour, a 
boat's crew of Flinders' bluejackets from the Investigator, 
themselves fresh from their own long voyage, had to be 
sent out to work her into port. So enfeebled were the 
French sailors that they could not even muster sufficient 
energy to bring their vessel to the place where succour 
awaited them. While we deplore this tale of distress, we 
can but mark the striking contrast with the English 
vessel and her joUy crew. Truly, it meant something for 
a commander to have learnt to manage a ship in a school 
nourished on the example of Cook, whose title to fame 
might rest on his work as a practical reformer of life at 
sea, even if his achievements as a discoverer were not so 
incomparably brilliant. 

We must now return to the Investigator, which, at the 

' Voyage de DicouverUs, i. 340. 
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commencement of the chapter, we left fighting with a 
contrary wind east of Kangaroo Island. Although the 
sloop qmtted her anchorage early on the morning of 
April 7, at eight o'clock in the evening she had made 
very httle headway across Backstairs Passage. On the 
8th, she was near enough to the mainland for Flinders to 
resume his charting, and late in the afternoon of that day 
occurred an incident to which the next chapter wUl be 
devoted. Meanwhile, it is important to observe that had 
the wind blown from the west or south-west, instead of 
from the east or south-east, Fhnders would have ac- 
complished the survey of the coast between Cape Jervis, 
at the entrance of St. Vincent's Gulf, and Cape Banks, 
before the French discovery ship, L& Geographe, emerged 
from Bass Strait on her voyage westward. The wind that 
filled Captain Baudin's sails, and drove his ship forward 
towards the seas in which the Investigator was making 
important discoveries, was the wind that delayed Flinders 
at Kangaroo Island. Had the weather been more 
accommodating to the Enghsh captain and less to the 
French, there cannot be the slightest doubt that even the 
fifty leagues of coast, or thereabouts, which are all that 
can be claimed to have been discovered by Baudin, would 
have been first charted by Flinders. But the French ex- 
pedition was so imfortunate, both as to results and repu- 
tation — so undeservedly unforhmate, in some respects, as 
win be shown in later chapters — that this small measure 
of success may be conceded imgrudgingly. It is, indeed, 
somewhat to be regretted that the small part of the 
Australian coast which was genuinely their own discovery. 
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should not have been in a more interesting region than 
was actually the case ; for the true ' Terre Napoleon ' 
is no better for the most part than a sterile waste, with a 
back coimtry of sand, swamp, and maUee scrub, populated 
principally by rabbits, dingoes, and bandicoots. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE AFFAIR OF ENCOUNTER BAY 

Meeting of the Investigator and Le Geographe in Enconnter Bay 
— Flinders cautiovis — Interview of the two captains — Peron's 
evidence — ^The chart of Bass Strait — Second interview : Bandin 
inquisitive — Baudin's account of his explorations. 

OX the afternoon of April 8,^ the man at the 
masthead of the Investigator reported a white 
rock ahead. He was mistaken. Glasses were 
turned towards it, and as the distance lessened it became 
apparent that the white object was a sail. The sloop 
was at this time in latitude 35° 40' S., longitude 
138° 58' E. To meet another vessel in thic; region, many 
leagues from regular trading routes, in a part of the 
world hitherto imdiscovered, was surprising. The In- 
vestigator stood on her course, and as the strange ship 

^ In his mannscript jomnal, which was nsed by the Quarterly leviewei 
of the first volnine of the Voyage de Dianeoertes, in Aognst 1810, FUnders 
gave the date on which he met Le Giographe as, April 9th (Quarterly Xeviem, 
vol. iv. 52). But there is no contradiction. In his journal Flinders gave the 
date of the nautical day, which commenced at noon. As he met Baudin's 
corvette in the late afternoon, it was, by naatical reckoning, April 9th. Bat 
by the calendar, the civil day commencing at midnight, the date was April 
8th, as stated by Flinders in his published volumes, by both Feron and Louis 
de Freydnet, and in the Ic^ of Le Giographe. A similar di&rence of dates, 
which puzzled LabiUiere in writing his Early History of Victoria (L 108), 
occurs as to the first sighting of Port Phillip by Flinders. It is explained in 
exactly the same way. 
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became more clearly defined it was evident that she was 
making towards the British sloop. Flinders therefore 
'cleared for action in case of being attacked.' 

He knew that the French Government had sent out 
ships having like objects with his own ; he knew 
that some influential persons in England, especially the 
Court of Directors of the East India Company, were 
uneasy and suspicious about French designs ; and he 
had been fuUy instructed by the Admiralty as to the 
demeanour he shoiild maintain if he met vessels flying a 
hostUe flag. But though his duty prescribed that he 
must not offer any provocation, he could not forget that 
when he left Europe Great Britain and France were still 
at war, and preparation for extremities was a measure of 
mere prudence. 

The stranger proved to be ' a heavy-looking ship 
without any top-gallant masts up.' On the Investigator 
hoisting her colours, Le Ghgraphe ' showed a French 
ensign, and afterwards an English jack forward, as we did 
a white flag.' Flinders mancEuvred so as to keep his 
broadside to the stranger, ' lest the flag of truce should be 
a deception.' But the demeanour of the French being 
purely pacific, he had a boat hoisted out and went on 
board, Le Geographe having also hove to. 

On the French vessel, meanwhile, similar curiosity had 
been provoked as to the identity of the ship sailing east. 
Captain Baudin's men had been engaged during the 
morning in harpooning dolphins, which they desired for 
the sake of the flesh. Peron, in his narrative, waxes 
almost hysterically joyous about the good fortune that 
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brought along a school of these fish just as the ship's 
company were almost perishing for want of fresh food. 
They appeared, he says, Mke a gift from Heaven.^ Unlike 
the bronzed and healthy crew of the Investigator, the 
company on Le Geographe were suffering severely from 
scurvy. The virulence of the disease increased daily. 
They were rejoicing at the capture of nine large dolphins, 
which would supply them with a feast of fresh meat, 
when the look-out man signalled that a sail was in sight.* 

At first it was considered that the ship was Le 
Naturaliste, the consort of Le Geographe, the two vessels 
having become separated in a storm off the Tasmanian 
coast. But as the Investigator steered towards the 
French and hoisted her flag, the mistake was corrected. 

Flinders took Brown, the naturalist, with him on 
board, because he was a good French scholar; but 
Captain Baudin spoke English ' so as to be understood,' 
and the conversation was therefore conducted for the 
most part in that language. Brown was the only person 

* ' Cette pedie heureiise nons parat comme nn bienfait do del. Alois, 
en effet, le terrible scorbnt aToit commence ses ravages, et les salaisons 
poniries et longees de veis ansqneUes nons etions redoits depnis plosienis 
mois precipitoient chaqne jour Taftenx developpement de ce flean ' ( Voyage 
de Dicouvertes, i. 323). 

^ Mr. T. Ward, in his Rambles of an Australian Naturalist (1907), p. 153, 
relates that in 1889 he harxKX>ned a large dolphin, Grampis gris, in King 
George's Sonnd, and that whalers told him that dolphins were at one time 
common in the Bight, in schools of two and three hundred. Af to dolphin 
flesh as food, the reader may like to be reminded that Hawkins's men, in 
1565, found dolphins 'of very good colour and proportion to behold, and 
no less delicate in taste' (Hakluyt's Voyages, edition of 1904, x. 61). So 
also in 1705 a royager to Maryland related the capture of dolphins, 'a 
beaotifiil fish to see . . . it is also a good fish to eat' ('Narratire of a Voyage 
to Maryland,' printed from MS. in American Historical Review, xiL 328). 
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present at the first interview on the 8th, and at the second 
on the following morning ; ^ both taking place in the 
French captain's cabin. Peron, in the first volume of the 
Voyage de Decouvertes, wrote as though he were present 
and heard what occurred between the two commanders. 
' En nous foumissant tous ces details, M. Flinders se 
montre d'une grande reserve sur ses operations par- 
ticulieres,' he wrote ; and again : ' apr^s avoir converse 
plus d'une heure avec nous.' But his testimony in this, 
as in several other respects, is not reliable. Baudin 
wrote no detailed account of the conversations, nor did 
Brown ; but Flinders related what occurred with the 
minute care that was habitual with him. Peron's 
evidence is at best second-hand, and he supplemented it 
with such information as could be ehcited by ' pimiping ' 
the sailors in Flinders' boat.^ Even then he blimdered, 
for some of the things stated by him were not only 
contrary to fact, but could not have been ascertained 
from Baudin, from Flinders, or from the sailors. 
P^ron stated, for example, that Flinders said that he 

' 'No person was present at our conversations except Mr. Brown' 
(Flinders, Voyage, i. 190). Robert Brown was a very celebrated botanist. 
Humboldt styled him ' botanicorum facile princeps.' His Prodromus Flora 
Nova HoUandicE is a classic of price. 

' ' Nous apprimes toutefois par quelques-uns de ses matelots qu'il avoit eu 
beaucoup k souffrir de ces memes vents de la partie du Sud qui nous avoient 
^te si favorables.' The boatmen were not questioned by Peron himself, 
who at this time could not speak English (Freycinet, Voyage de Ddcouvertes, 
ii.. Preface, p. xvii). Freycinet admits that P^ron was not present at the 
interviews, but says that Baudin related what took place with ' more or less 
exactitude.' But as Freycinet was not present himself either at the inter- 
views or on the ship when Baudin related what occurred, how could he know 
that the version of the commander — at whom, after Baudin's death, he never 
missed an opportunity of sneering — was merely ' more or less ' exact ? 
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had been accompanied from England by a second vessel, 
which had become separated from him by a violent tem- 
pest. There had been no second vessel, and Flinders 
could have made no such assertion. Again, Peron wrote 
that Flinders said that, hindered by contrary winds, he 
had not been able to penetrate behind the islands of St. 
Peter and St. Francis, in Nuyts Archipelago. Flinders 
made no such absurd statement. He had followed the 
coast behind those islands with the utmost particularity. 
His track, with soundings, is shown on his large chart of 
the section.'^ Once more, Peron stated that Flinders 
said that he had lost a boat and eight men in the same 
gale as had endangered the French ships in Bass Strait. 
Flinders had lost John Thistle, an officer to whom he 
was deeply attached, and a crew of eight men off Cape 
Catastrophe, but the incident occurred during a sudden 
squall. Moreover, Thistle and his companions were 
drowned on February 21, whilst the storm in the 
Strait — as Baudin told Flinders — occurred exactly a 
month later. 

When Flindeis got on board Le Geographe, he was 
received by an officer, of whom he inquired for the 
commander. Baudin was pointed out to him, and 
conducted him and Brown into the captain's cabin. 

1 On ty^i^ statement the Quarterly reviewer of 1810 bluntly wrote : ' Now, 
we will venture not only to assert that all this is a direct falsehood (for 
we have seen both the journal and charts of Captain Flinders, which are 
fortunately arrived safe in this conntrj), bnt also to pledge oorselves 
that no snch observations axe to be found either in Captain Bandin's journal 
or in the l(^book of the aographe' (Qtuaierly Reiriew, iv. 52). It was 
a good guess. No such observation is contained in the printed log aiLe 
Geographe. 
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Flinders then ' requested Baudin to show me his passport 
from the Admiralty, and when it was found, and I had 
perused it, I offered him mine from the French marine 
minister, but he put it back without inspection.' The 
incident serves to remind us that both commanders 
believed their nations to be at war at this time. As a 
matter of fact, just a fortnight before the meeting in 
Encounter Bay, diplomacy had patched up the brittle 
truce ironically known as the Peace of Amiens (March 25). 
But neither Flinders nor Baudin could have known that 
there was even a prospect of the cessation of hostilities. 
Europe, when they last had touch of its affairs, was stiU 
clanging with battle and warlike preparations, and the 
red star of the Corsican had not yet reached its zenith. 
Baudin's readiness to produce his own passport when 
' requested ' — in a style prompt if not peremptory, it 
would seem — and his indifference about that of the 
English commander, should be noted as the first of a 
series of facts which establish the purely peaceful char- 
acter of the French expedition. 

Baudin talked freely about the work upon which he 
had been engaged in Tasmanian waters. Flinders 
inquired concerning a large island said to lie in the 
western entrance of Bass Strait — that is. King Island — 
but Baudin ' had not seen it and seemed to doubt much of 
its existence.' As a matter of fact, Le Geographe had 
sailed quite close to the island, as indicated on the track- 
chart showing her course, and that it should have been 
missed indicated that the look-out was not very vigilant. 
Curiously enough, too, Baudin marked down on his chart. 
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presumably as the result of this inquiry of Flinders, an 
island ' beUeved to exist/ but he put it in the wrong place. 
An incident that appealed to Flinders' dry sense of 
humour occtured in reference to a chart of Bass Strait 
which Baudin had with him. This chart was one which 
had been drawn from George Bass's sketch by Flinders 
himself, and incorporated with his own more scientific 
chart of the north coast of Tasmania and the adjacent 
islands. Bass had traversed, in his whale-boat, the 
southern coast of Victoria as far as Westemport, but not 
being a sur\-eyor he had furnished only a rough outline of 
the lay of the shore. Up to this time Baudin had not 
inquired the name of the commander of the Investigator, 
and it was from not knowing to whom he was talking that 
he fell into a blunder which the pohteness, native to a 
French gentieman, would certainly have made him wish 
to avoid. He began to criticise the chart, finding 
great fault with the north side, but commending the 
drawing of the south — that is, of northern Tasmania and 
the islands near it. ' On my pointing out a note upon the 
chart explaining that the north side of the Strciit was seen 
only in an open boat by Mr. Bass, who had no good means 
of fixing either latitude or longitude, he appeared surprised, 
not having before paid attention to it. I told him that 
some other and more particular charts of the Strait and 
its neighbourhood had since been published, and that if he 
would keep company until next morning I would bring 
him a copy, with a small memoir belonging to them. 
This was agreed to, and I returned with ilr. Brown to the 
Investigator.' 
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On the following morning Flinders and Brown again 
visited Le Giographe with the promised chart. At the 
conclusion of this second interview, Baudin requested 
that, should the Investigator fall in with Le Naturaliste, 
Flinders would inform her captain that it was his intention 
to sail round to Port Jackson as soon as the bad weather 
set in. ' On my asking the name of the captain of Le 
Naturaliste, he bethought himself to ask mine, and 
finding it to be the same as the author of the chart which 
he had been criticising, expressed not a little surprise, but 
had the politeness to congratulate himself on seeing me.' 
In a letter to Banks, Flinders said that Baudin ' expressed 
some surprise at meeting me, whom he knew by name.' ^ 
He had the name, of course, upon Flinders' chart of 1799.^ 

At the second interview Baudin was more inquisitive 
than he had been on the previous day. He had then 
been more disposed to talk about his own discoveries 
in southern Tasmania than to ask questions about the 
Investigator's work. ' It somewhat surprised me,' said 
Flinders, ' that Captain Baudin made no inquiries con- 

' Historical /Records of New South Wales, iv. 755. 

' The new chart which Flinders gave to Baudin was published after Lt 
Glographe left Havre. The chart which he had in his possession was the 
one advertised in the Moniteur on 8th Vend^miaire an x. (September 30, 
1800) ; ' Nouvelle carte du d^troit de Basse, situe entre la Nouvelle Galles 
M^ridionale, \ la Nouvelle Hollande, lequel separe ces deux parties ; avec 
la route du vaisseau qui I'a parcouru et partie de la cote \ Test de la Nou- 
velle Hollande, levee par Flinders. Prix deux francs. ' This chart had been 
reproduced by the French Department of Marine from the one published 
by Flinders in England in 1799, and several copies of it had been supplied 
to Baudin and his officers for the use of the expedition, though it was also 
offered for sale. See the Moniteur, 27 Thermidor an xi. (August 15, 1803), 
as to the engraving of the chart at the French depot for the use of the 
expedition. 
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ceming my business upon this unknown coast, but as he 
seemed more desirous of communicating information I 
was happy to receive it.' Another of the inaccuracies of 
Peron is that ' M. Flinders showed a great reserve con- 
cerning his particular operations.' There was no need 
of reserve, and none was shown. But ' tact teaches when 
to be silent,' as Disraeli's Mr. Wilton observed ; and an 
occasion for the exercise of this virtue is presented when 
information likely to be valuable is being given. Re- 
flection, and what his officers had been able to learn from 
Flinders' boat crew, however, had stimulated Baudin's 
curiosity. On the gth, therefore, he asked questions. 
Flinders, so far from maintaining reserve, readily ex- 
plained the discoveries he had made, and furnished Baudin 
with some useful information for his own voyage. He 
described how he had explored the whole of the south 
coast as far as the place of meeting ; ^ related how he had 
obtained water at Port Lincoln by digging in the clay ; 
pointed out Kangaroo Island across the water, where an 
abimdance of fresh meat might be procured ; ' told him 
the name I had affixed to the island,' in consequence 
of the marsupials shot there ; and ' as proof of the 
refreshment to be obtained at the island, pointed to the 
kangaroo sMn caps worn by my boat's crew.' The 
return made for this courtesy was that upon the Terre 
Napoleon maps the name Flinders gave was ignored, 
and ' L'lle Decres ' was scored upon it, this being done 
while the true discoverer was pent up in French custody 
in an island of the Indian Ocean. 

' MS. JonmaL 
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The most interesting statement made by Baudin will 
be dealt with in the next chapter. The two commanders 
conversed on the 8th for about half an hour, and on the 
second occasion, when Fhnders presented the new chart 
of Bass Strait, for a shorter period. Early on the morning 
of the 9th they bade each other adieu. Flinders returned 
to the Investigator, and the two ships sailed away — the 
French to retrace the coast already followed by Flinders, 
but to find nothing that was new, because he had left so 
little to be found ; the English to proceed, first to King 
Island and Port PhilUp, and then through Bass Strait 
to Port Jackson, where the two commanders met again. 
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CHAPTER III 

PORT PHILLIP 

Conflict of evidence between Baudin, Peron, and Freycinet as to 
whether the French ships had sighted Port Phillip — Baudin's 
statement corroborated by documents — Examination of Frey- 
cinet's statement — The impossibility of doing what Peron and 
Freycinet asserted was done. 

ONE statement made by Captain Baudin to 
Flinders has been reserved for separate treat- 
ment, because it merits careful examination.^ 
He gave an account of the storm in Bass Strait which 
had separated him from Le Naturcdiste on March 21, and 
went on to say that ' having since had fair winds and fine 
weather, he had explored the south coast from Western- 
port to our place of meeting without finding any river, 
inlet, or other shelter which afforded anchorage.' In his 
report to the Admiralty, dated May 11, 1802, Flinders 
related what Baudin told him on this point, in the 
following terms, which it is worth while to compare with 
those used by him in his book, quoted above : ' Captain 
Baudin informed me that after parting with the Naturcd- 

* The more so as the conflict of evidence to be pointed out seems to have 
escaped the notice of writers on Australian history. The contradictions are 
not observed in Bonwick's Port Phillip Settlement, in Rusden's Discaoery, 
Survey, and Settlement of Port Phillip, in Shillinglaw's Historical Swards 
of Port Phillip, in Labilliere's Early History of Victoria, in Mr. Gyles 
Turner's History of the Colony of Victoria, nor in any other work with which 
the author is acquainted. 
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iste in the Strait, in a heavy gale, he had had fine weather, 
and had kept the coast close on board from Westemport 
to the place of meeting, but that he had found no bay or 
place where a vessel could anchor, the coast having but 
few bights in it, and those affording nothing to interest.' 
It win be seen that the official report and the account given 
to the public twelve years later are in close agreement. 
The important fact to be noticed is that Le GSographe had 
slipped past Port PhQUp without observing the entrance, 
and that her captain was at this time entirely ignorant of 
the existence of the harbour which has since become the 
seat of one of the greatest cities in the southemhemisphere. 
Now this statement, which is sufficiently surprising 
without the introduction of complicating contradictions, 
becomes quite mysterious when compared with the 
accounts given by Lieutenant Louis de Freycinet and 
Fran9ois Peron, the joint authors of the official history of 
the French voyage. It is astonishing in itself, because a 
vessel sent out on a voyage of exploration would not be 
expected to overlook so important a feature as Port 
Phillip. Here was not a small river with a sandbar over 
its mouth, but an extensive area of landlocked sea, with an 
opening a mile and a half wide, flanked by rocky head- 
lands, fronted by usually turbulent waters, at the head of 
a deep indentation of the coast. The entrance to Port 
Phillip is not, it must be acknowledged, so easy to perceive 
from the outside as would appear from a hasty examina- 
tion of the map. If the reader will take a good atlas in 
which there is a map of Port PhiUip, and will hold the plate 
in a horizontal position sufficiently below the level of the 
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eye to permit the entrance to be seen along the page, he 
win look at it very much as it is regarded from a ship at 
sea.^ It will be noticed that a clear view into the port, 
except from a particular angle, is blocked by the land on 
the eastern side (Point Xepean) overlapping the tongue of 
land just inside the port on the western side (Shortland's 
Bluff) . Not imtil a v^sel stands fairly close and opposite 
to the entrance, so that the two hghthouses on the 
western side, at Queenschff, ' open out,' can the passage 
be discerned.^ Indeed, a pilot of much experience has 
assured the writer that ships, whose captains know the 
port, are sometimes seen ' dodging about ' (the phrase is 
the pilot's) looking for the entrance. Yet it may be 
allowed that if Le Geographe had sailed close in, with the 
shore on her starboard quarter, and the coast had been 
examined with care, she would hardly have missed the 
port; and, her special business being exploration, she 
certainly ought not to have missed it.^ 

1 A reduced copy of the Admiralty chart of the entrance (1907) is prefixed 
to this chapter. The reader can perform the experiment with that. 

' Ferguson, Sailing Directions for Port Phillip, 1854 — he was harbour- 
master at the time — says (p. 9) : ' Vessels having passed Cape Schanck 
should keep a good offing in running down towards the entrance until they 
open out the lighthouses, which are not seen before bearing N.\E. owing to 
the high land of Point Nepean internening.^ Findley, Navigation of the 
South Pacific Ocean, 1863, has a remark about the approach to the port 
from the west : ' In approaching Port Phillip from the westward, the entrance 
cannot be distinguished tmtil Nepean Point, the eastern point, bears N.N.E., 
when Shortland's Bluff, on which the lighthouses are erected, opens out, 
and a view of the estuary is obtained.' A Treatise oti the Namgation of 
Port Phillip, by Captain Evans (a pilot of thirty-six years' experience), has 
also been consulted. 

' In Appendix B, at the end of this chapter, are given quotations from the 
journals of Murray and Flinders, in which they record how they first saw 
the port. 
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But although Baudin said he had seen nothing ' to 
interest,' both Peron and Freycinet, in their volumes — 
pubUshed years later, after they had learnt of the dis- 
covery of Port Phillip by Lieutenant John Murray in 
January 1802 — stated that it was seen from Le Geographe 
on March 30. Peron wrote that shortly after daybreak, 
the ship being in the curve of the coast called Bale 
Talleyrand on the Terre Napoleon maps — that is, between 
Cape Schanck on the eastern side of Port Philhp heads, 
and Cape Roadknight on the western side — the port was 
seen and its contours were distinguished from the mast- 
head.i Peron did not say that he saw it himself. He 
merely recorded that it was seen. Freycinet did not 
see it himself either. He was at this time an officer 
on Le Naturaliste, and was not on the Terre Napoleon 
coasts at aU until the following year, when he pene- 
trated St. Vincent's and Spencer's Gulfs. He, with- 
out indicating the time of day, or stating that the 
port was merely viewed from aloft, asserted that the 
entrance was observed, though the ship did not go 
inside. 

In the first place, the statements of Peron and Freycinet 
are not in agreement. To observe the entrance was one 
thing ; to trace the contours from the masthead quite 
another. To do the first was quite possible, though not, 
as wUl be shown, from any part of the route indicated on 
the track-chart of Le Geographe. But to distinguish the 

' The matter is sufficiently important to justify the quotation of the 
passages in which P^ron and Freycinet recorded the alleged observation, and 
these are given at length in Appendix A to this chapter. 
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contours of Port P hilli p from outside, over the peninsulax, 
was not possible. 

Here, at all events, is a sharp conflict of evidence. 
We must endeavour to eUcit the truth. 

It is certain that Baudin had no motive for concealing 
his knowledge, if he knew of the existence of Port Phillip 
when he met Flinders. Had his cue been to prefer claims 
on account of priority of discovery, he would have been 
disposed to make his title clear forthwith. Frankness, 
too, was an engaging characteristic of Baudin throughout. 
He was evidently proud of what his expedition had already 
done, and was, as Flinders wrote, ' communicative.' Had 
he discovered a new harbour, he would have spoken about 
it jubilantly. Moreover, as Flinders explained to him 
how he could obtain fresh water at Port Lincoln, a fellow- 
navigator would surely have been glad to reciprocate by 
indicating the whereabouts of a harbour in which the 
Investigator might possibly be glad to take shelter on her 
eastern coiuse. 

It is also dear that Flinders did not misimderstand 
Baudin. He was an extremely exact man, and as he said 
that he was ' particular in detailing all that passed,' we 
may take it that one with whom precision was something 
like a passion would be careful not to misimderstand on so 
important a point. Brown, too, was with him, a trained 
man of science, who would have been quick to correct 
his chief in the event of a misapprehension. Flinders so 
far rehed on Baudin's statement that when, on April 26, 
he sighted Port Phillip heads himself, he thought he 
was ofE Westemport, which his friend George Bass had 
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discovered in 1798. ' It was the information of Captain 
Baudin which induced this supposition,' he wrote.^ It 
was not till he bore up and took his bearings that he saw 
that he could not be at Westemport ; and he then 
congratulated himself on having made * a new and useful 
discovery ' — unaware, of course, that Murray had found 
Port Phillip in the Lady Nelson in the previous January. 

It must be noted in addition that Baudin wrote a letter 
to Jussieu, the distinguished French botanist and member 
of the Institute, nine months later, in which he ga-p an 
account of his voyage up to date.^ Therein he said not a 
word about seeing Port PhiUip, nor did he allude to the 
possibility of there being a harbour between Westemport 
and Encounter Bay. 

Baudin, then, knew nothing about Port Phillip when he 
met Flinders on April 8. But if somebody else saw it 
from the masthead on March 30, why was not the fact 
reported to the commander ? Why was he not asked the 
question whether so large a bay should be explored ? 
Again, if Le Geographe did sight Port Phillip, why did she 
not enter it ? Here was a magnificent chance for dis- 
coverers. They were necessarily unaware of Murray's 
good fortune in January. As far as their knowledge 
could have gone, the port was absolutely new to geo- 
graphy. If we believe Peron and Freycinet, surely these 
were the most negligent explorers who ever sailed the 
seas.2 But if we believe that Baudin spoke the truth to 

' See also the entry in his journal, Appendix B. 
' Printed in the Moniteur, 22 Fructidor, an xi. (September 9, 1803). 
' It is true that Cook did not enter Port Jackson when he discovered and 
named it on May 6, 1770. But exploration, it must always be remembered. 
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Flinders — and the absence of all reference to the port in 
his letter to Jussieu is alone sufficient to show that he did 
— ^what shall we say of the statements of Peron and 
Freycinet, written after Baudin's death, after they had 
learnt of Murray's discovery, and when they had set 
themselves the task of maldng the work of the expedition 
appear as important as possible ? 

Now, Baudin's statement is confirmed by five docu- 
ments, the testimony of which is convincing. 

I. As an appendix to volume iii. of the Voyage de 
Decouvertes aux Terres Australes, is printed the entire log 
of Le Geografhe. The entry for Harch 30, 1802 ^ (gth 
Germinal, an x. in the revolutionary calendar, which is 
printed parallel with the ordinary dates), is latitude 
38° 33' S., longitude 142° 16' E. The reckoning is from the 
meridian of Paris, not of Greenwich.) The situation when 
the entry was made, presmnably at noon, was about 
midway between Lome and ApoUo Bay, off the coast 
leading down in a south-westerly direction to Cape Otway. 
The winds were E., E.N.E., S.E., and E.S.E. ; weather 
very fine ; a fresh wind blowing (' joU frais ; beau 
temps '). It was the wind which was hindering Flinders, 
sailing in the opposite direction. The column for ' Re- 
marques ' opposite this date was left blank. In other 

wai not the primary object of the voyage of the Endearvour, as it was of 
Le Giographe. Cook, when he achieved the greatest extent of maritime 
discovery made at one time by any navigator in history, was simply on his 
way homeward from a visit to Tahiti, the primary purpose of which was to 
enable astronomers to observe the transit of Venus. Cook, too, made a 
record of the latitude and longitude of Port Jackson. No such entry was 
made by the French relative to Port Phillip, as will presently be shown. 
1 Page 499. 
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places where anything remarkable was seen — even such 
a thing as a striking sunset — it was duly entered in the 
proper place. But there was no entry relative to seeing 
Port Phillip from the masthead, or observing the entrance, 
at any time. Baudin is corroborated by the ship's log. 

2. There is cilso appended to volume iii. of the same 
work a table of geographical positions as calculated by 
the ship's officers. The situation of Cape Schanck (Cap 
Richelieu on the French map) and of He des Anglois 
(PhUlip Island) are given ; and next in the list comes 
Cap Desaix (Cape Otway).^ There is no record of a 
latitudinal and longitudinal reading between these points. 
That is to say, the position of Port Phillip is not indicated 
at aU. In this case also the column for ' Remarques ' is 
blank. Can we believe that if the port had been observed, 
no attempt would have been made to fix the situation of 
it ? The latitudes and longitudes of some quite un- 
important features of the coast were duly noted. Here 
was a large bay, and not the slightest reference was made 
to it in the table. The inevitable inference is that the 
French saw nothing worth recording between Cape 
Schanck and Cape Otway. Baudin is corroborated by 
the table of ' positions geographiques.' 

3. The atlas issued with the first volume of the Voyage 
de Decouverfes in 1807 contained several coloured plates 
of views of coasts traversed by Le Geographe. The work 
of the artists accompanying the expedition was very 
beautiful ; some of the plates have rarely been excelled 
in atlases of this kind. These coast sketches, like narrow 

' Page 544. 
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ribbons, prettily tinted, were done from the deck of the 
ship, and represented the aspect of the shore-Une from 
seaward. The coeists of Bass Strait were duly repre- 
sented, but there was a gap between the Schanck and the 
Otway sides of Port Phillip. Why ? Obviously because 
the ship was not near enough to the coast to enable the 
artists to see it clearly. Can we believe that men whose 
particular task it was to depict the coasts traversed, 
would have missed the picturesque gateway of Port 
Phillip if they had seen it ? Baudin is corroborated by 
the atlas. 

4. The Moniteur of July 2, 1808, contained a long 
article by Lieutenant Henri de Freycinet — elder brother 
of Louis — reviewing the work of the expedition, on the 
occasion of the publication of Peron's first voltune. 
Now, Henri de Freycinet was Baudin's first lieutenant on 
Le Geographe. If Port Phillip was seen from that ship on 
March 30, he should have seen it if Baudin did not. If 
the captain was ill, or asleep, Henri de Freycinet would be 
in charge. But in his article, though he described the 
discoveries claimed to have been made with particular 
regard to the so-called Terre Napoleon coasts, he made 
no reference to Port Phillip. Baudin is corroborated by 
his chief officer. 

5. Lastly, when Captain Hamelin returned to Europe 
with Le Naiuralisfe in 1803, Bonaparte's official organ, 
the Moniteur, published an article on the voyage from 
information supplied partly by him and partly contained 
in despatches.^ Referring to Baudin's voyage along the 

' Moniteur, 27 Thermidor, an xi. (August 15, 1803). 
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' entiSrement inconnues ' southern coasts of Australia, the 
article said that he first visited Wilson's Promontory 
(which it called Cap Wilson), and then advanced along the 
coast till he met Captain Flinders. No reference was made 
to seeing any port, although if one had been seen by any 
one on board Le Geographe, it surely would have been 
mentioned with some amoimt of pride in an official 
despatch. 

As has already been said, Freycinet was not with Le 
Giographe on this voyage, and therefore knew nothing 
about it personally. But before the publication of the 
official history was completed, P^ron died. Baudin was 
also dead. Freycinet, who was preparing the maps, was 
instructed to finish the work. He therefore wrote up 
from the notes and diaries of other members of the 
expedition a geographical description of the coEists 
traversed. His general plan, when describing coasts 
with which he had no personal acquaintance, was to 
acknowledge in footnotes the particular persons on whose 
notes he relied for his descriptions. But it is a singular 
circumstance that when he came to describe this part 
of the coast of Terre Napoleon, and to repeat, with an 
addition, P6ron's statement that Port Phillip was seen on 
March 30, he gave no footnote or reference. In whose 
diary or notes was that fact recorded ? It was not in the 
ship's log, as we have seen. Who, then, saw Port Phillip 
from Le GSographe ? Henri de Freycinet did not ; Baudin 
did not ; Peron did not ; Louis de Freycinet was not 
there. If it were seen by a look-out man, did no officer, 
or scientist, or artist on board, take the trouble to look 
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at it, or to make a note about it, or a drawing of it ? 
What singular explorers these were ! 

We must examine Freycinet's story a Uttle more closely. 
He is not content with saying, as Peron had done, that 
the port was seen from the masthead. He is more precise 
— he, the man who was not there. He says : ' Nous 
en avons observe I'entree.' That is more than Peron, 
who was there, had claimed. If the ' entrance ' to Port 
P hilli p was ' observed ' on March 30, still more incompre- 
hensible is it that the ship did not enter, that the fact was 
not mentioned in the log, that the latitude and longitude 
were not taken, and that the artists neglected so excellent 
an opportunity. 

But that is not all. Freycinet, the man who was not 
there, and whose narrative was not published tfll thirteen 
years after the voyage, has further information to give us. 
He states, on whose authority we are not told, that the 
coimtry observed along part of this coast, between Cap 
SufEren and Cap Marengo (that is, between Cape Patton 
and Cape Franklin), presented ' un aspect riant et fertile.' 
The book containing these descriptive words was, the 
reader wfll recollect, published in 1815. Now, Flinders' 
volumes, A Voyage to Terra Australis, were published in 
1814. There he had described the country which he 
saw from inside the port as presenting ' a pleasing and in 
many places a fertile appearance.' ' Un aspect riant et 
fertile ' and ' a pleasing and fertile appearance ' are 
identical terms. It may be a mere coincidence, though 
the comparison of dates is a Uttle startling. AU the words 
which one can use are, as Boileau said, .' in the diction- 



PORT PHILLIP 59 

aries ' ; every writer selects and arranges them to suit 
his own ideas. But when FUnders said that the country 
around Port Phillip looked ' pleasing and fertile,' he had 
seen it to advantage. On May i he had climbed Station 
Peak, one of the You- Yang group of mountains, and saw 
stretched at his feet the rich Werribee Plains, the broad 
miles of fat pastures leading away to Mount Macedon, 
and the green roUing lands beyond Geelong, opening to 
the Victorian Western District. In May the kangaroo- 
grass would be high and waving, full of seed, a wealth of 
luxuriant herbage, the value of which Flinders, a country- 
bred boy, would be quick to appreciate. On the other 
side of the bay he had climbed Arthur's Seat at the back 
of Dromana, saw behind him the waters of Westemport 
which Bass had discovered, and traced the curve of the 
coast as far into the blue distance as his eye could pene- 
trate. He had warrant for saying that the country 
looked ' pleasing and fertile.' But how did Freycinet 
come to select those words, ' un aspect riant et fertile ' ? 
He was not there himself, and, as a matter of probability, 
it seems most unlikely that such terms would occur to a 
person who was there, either as applicable to the lands 
near Points Nepean and Lonsdale, with their bastions 
of rock and ramparts of sand, or to the scrubby and 
broken coast running down to CapeOtway, which, as a 
matter of fact, is not fertile, except in little patches, 
and, even after half a century of settlement, does not 
look as if it were. The conclusion is hardly to be 
resisted that Freycinet thought he was safe in appro- 
priating, to describe land seen from seaward, terms 
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which Flinders had employed to describe land seen inside 
the port. 

Three additional facts strengthen the conviction that 
Port P hilli p was never seen from Le Geographe, but that 
the statements of Peron and Freycinet were made to 
cover up a piece of negligence in the exploration of these 
coasts. The French, on their maps, lavishly bestowed 
names on the capes, bays, and other features of the coasts 
seen by them. More will be said on this subject in the 
next chapter. But meanwhile it is important to notice 
that they gave no names to the headlands at the entrance 
to Port P hilli p, which are now known as Point Lonsdale 
and Point Nepean. If they saw the entrance on March 
30, why did they lose the opportmiity of honouring two 
more of their distinguished countrymen, as they had done 
in naming Cap RicheUeu (Schanck), Cap Desaix (Otway), 
Cap Montaigne (Nelson), Cap Volney (Moonlight Head), 
and so many other features of the coast ? It is singular 
that while they named some capes that do not exist — 
as, for instance. Cap Montesquieu, to which there is no 
name on modem maps to correspond, and no projection 
from the coast to which it can be applicable — ^they left 
nameless these sharp and prominent tongues of rock which 
form the gateway of Port Phillip. But if they knew 
nothing about the port imtil they learnt of its existence 
later at Sydney, and saw no chart of it till an English chart 
was brought to theirnotice, the omission is comprehensible. 

Another fact which must not escape notice is that the 
French charts show two lines of soimdings, one along the 
inside of the Nepean peninsular, and a shorter one towards 
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the north. Mud Island is also indicated. How did they 
get there ? It was not even pretended in the history of 
the voyage that Le Geographe went inside the heads. 
But see how the story grew : (a) Baudin saw no port ; 

(b) Peron says the port was seen from the msisthead ; 

(c) Freycinet says the entrance was seen ; (d) on the 
charts there are actually soundings shown inside the 
harbour. Further consideration will be given to these 
soundings in a later chapter. 

The reader who has carefully foUowed the argument 
so far, will probably have come to the conclusion that 
Captain Baudin's statement to Flinders was perfectly 
true, and that the assertions of Peron and Freycinet — 
which, if veracious, would make Le Geographe the second 
ship that ever saw Port Phillip — cannot be accepted. 
One other fact will clinch the case and place the conclusion 
beyond doubt. 

In 1812 Freycinet published a large folio volume of 
charts. The sixth chart in the book is most valuable for 
our purpose. It is called a ' Carte gen^rale du Detroit 
de Bass.' Its importance lies in the fact that by means of 
a dotted line it marks the track of Le Geographe through- 
out her course. Now, this track-chart shows clearly 
that the ship was never, at any moment, nearer than six 
or seven miles to Port Phillip heads. On the greater 
part of her course across the so-called Baie Talleyrand 
she was much farther from the land than that. On no 
part of her course would it have been possible for a 
person at the masthead to see either the entrance to Port 
Phillip or any part of the port itself. It shows that the 
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ship, while steering across from Cape Schanck in the 
direction of Cape Otway, diverted a few miles to the 
north-west, and then abruptly turned south-west. From 
any part of this course, the stretch of coast where Port 
PhiUip heads are would present the appearance of an 
unbroken wall of rock, the gap being covered by the over- 
lapping land on the western side. The sudden north- 
westerly diversion, and then the sharp turn south-west, 
seem to indicate that Baudin thought it weU to saU up 
to see if there was anything worth examining at the head 
of the bight, and concluded that there was not. 

There can be no more authoritative opinion on the 
possibility of doing what Peron and Freycinet claimed 
was done, than that of a member of the Port Phillip pilot 
service. The pilot steamer is almost incessantly on duty 
in what the French chose to call Bale Talleyrand. The 
pUots know the ground intimately ; they are fanuliar 
with every part of the coast ; they see it in all weathers ; 
they observe the entrance under aU conditions of light 
and atmosphere. Wishing, therefore, to confirm an 
opinion already adequately supported, the writer showed 
two large photographed copies of two of Freycinet's 
charts to an experienced member of the pilot service, 
and asked him whether it would have been possible for 
Port Phillip to be seen from the situation indicated, or 
anywhere in the vicinity, under any conceivable condi- 
tions. He at once replied that it weis utterly impossible.' 

^ Indeed, he promptly said, in the direct, emphatic speech which is the 
special privilege of sailors : ' The man who said he saw Port Phillip or the 
entrance from any point in that neighbourhood would be lying.' 
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Even if Le Geografhe had sailed close along shore, he 
further observed, nothing like the contour of the port 
shown on Freycinet's chart could have been drawn from 
the masthead ; and the track-chart shows that the ship's 
course was several mUes from the coast. In fact, the 
chart shows more than could have been seen if the French 
had sailed close up to the heads and looked inside. 

Peron's statement — which is not confirmed by Freycinet 
— that it had at first been determined to call the port 
' Port du Debut,' ^ is also rather puzzling. ' Du Debut ' 
of what ? The eastern extremity of the region marked 
' Terre Napoleon ' on Freycinet's charts is Wilson's 
Promontory, and the real ' Port du D6but ' of the territory 
so designated would be, if there is any relation between 
words and things, not Port Phillip but Westemport.^ 
Was there some confusion in Peron's mind as to what 
port was seen ? Unquestionably Le Giographe did sight 
Westemport. Was it originally Baudin's intention to 
ignore Bass's discovery of 1798, and, giving a French name 
to every feature of the coast in Terre Napoleon, to call 
Westemport ' Port du Debut ' ? That would not have 
been an appropriate name for Port Phillip had it really 
been seen on the morning of March 30, as it most certainly 
was not. But, it being determined to denominate the 
land between Wilson's Promontory and Cape Adieu 
' Terre Napoleon,' Westemport might well have been 

' See Appendix A to this chapter. 

^ In the Moniieurmticle of 27thThermidor, an xi., Wilson's Promontory is 
referred to as the point of departure : ' II visita d'abord le cap Wilson, d'ou 
il prit son point de depart, et s'avanga vers I'ouest en suivant la cote jusqu' 
a la distance de 15 degris de longitude.' 
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counted as the port of the beginning of the exploration of 
the territory, and, as such, it would truly have been the 
Port du Debut. Freydnet, writing in 1824, acknow- 
ledged that Peron, ' having written before the charts were 
finished, made some mistakes relative to geography.'* 
It is possible that this was one of his errors ; and it would 
be an easy one for a man to make who was not familiar 
with the coast. But assuredly there was no mere error 
on Freycinet's part. 

What, then, are we to make of the statements of Peron 
and Freycinet ? 

The latter officer tells us, in one of his prefaces, that the 
French Government was dissatisfied with the work of the 
expedition, and was at first disposed to refuse to publish 
any record of it. Sir Joseph Banks, closely in touch 
with movements relative to scientific work, had news of 
the displeasure of Napoleon's ministers, and wrote to 
Flinders, then a prisoner : ' 51. Baudin's voyage has not 
been published. I do not hear that his countrymen are 
weU satisfied with his proceedings ' (June 1805). Finally 
it was determined to issue a history of the expedition ; 
but to have published any charts without showing Port 
Phillip would have been to make failure look ridiculous. 
By this time Freycinet, who was preparing the charts, 
knew of the existence of the port. The facts drive to the 
conclusion that the French had no drawing of Port 
P hilli p of their own whatever, but that their repre- 
sentation of it was copied from a drawing of which 
possession had been acquired — how ? It is quite clear 

' Prffare to the second edition of the Voyage de DicateoerUi (1824), i. p. zri. 
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that Freycinet had to patch up the omissions in the 
work of his companions from some source, to hide the 
neghgent exploration which had missed one of the 
two most important harbours in Australia. We shall 
hereafter see how he did it. 



APPENDIX 
A 



The following are the two passages from Peron and Freycinet 
to which reference is made in the text. Peron wrote ( Voyage de 
Dkouvertes, i. 316) : 'Le 30 mars, a la pointe du jour, nous 
portimes sur la terre, que nous atteignimes bientot. Un grand 
cap, qui fut appele Cap Richelieu [it is now Cape Schanck] se 
projette en avant, et forme I'entree d'une bale profonde, que 
nous nommames Baie Talleyrand. Sur la cote orientale de 
cette baie, et presque vers son fond, se trouve un port, dont on 
distinguoit assez bien les contours du haut des mats ; nous le 
ddsignimes sous le nom de Port du D^but ; mais ayant appris 
dans la suite qu'il avoit dte reconnu plus en detail par le brick 
Anglois The Lady Nelson, et qu'il avoit it€ nomme Port 
Philipp \sic\ nous lui conserverons avec d'autant plus de plaisir 
ce dernier nom, qu'il rappelle celui du fondateur d'une colonie 
dans laquelle nous avons trouve des secours si genereux et si 
puissans.' 

Freycinet wrote {Voyage de Dkouvertes, iii. 115): 'Nous 
venons de vanter la beaute du port Western ; mais celui que 
Ton rencontre k peu de distance vers I'O ne paroit pas moins 
recommandable, tant par son etendue que par commodity. Nous 
en avons observd I'entree le 30 mars 1802, sans toutefois 
p^netrer dans son interieur. Les Anglois, qui I'ont examine avec 
details, lui ont donne le nom de Port Phillip en I'honneur du 
premier gouverneur de la colonie du Port Jackson. . . . Vers 
I'interieur on voit de hautes montagnes ; elles se rapprochent du 
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rivage k la haatear da Cap Suffi-en ; et de ce point jusqu'aa cap 
Marengo, la cdte, plus elevee encore, est d'un aspect riant et 
fertQe.' 

B 

The reader may find it convenient to have appended also, the 
passages from the journals of Murray and Flinders, in which they 
record their first view of Port Phillip. These journals were used 
by Labilliere in writing his Marly History of Victoria (L 78 and 
no). Murray's was then at the Admiralty; it is now in the 
Public Record OflSce. That of Flinders was placed at the 
disposal of LabUlibre by the distrnguished grandson of the ex- 
plorer. Professor FBndeis Petrie^ whose great work in revealing 
to us modems an ampler knowledge of the oldest civilisations, 
those of Syria and Egypt, is not a Uttle due, one thinks, to 
capacity inherited from him who revealed so much of the lands 
on which the newest of civilisations, that of Australia, is 
implanted. 

Murray, in the Lady Nelson, sailir^ close alongshore west from 
Westemport on January 5, 1802, saw a h^uUand bearing W.N.W. 
distant about twelve nules, and an opening in the land that had 
the appearance of a harbour N.W. ten or twelve miles. When 
within a mile and a half, he wrote : ' With closer examinadon of 
my own, and going often to the masthead, I saw that the reef 
did nearly stretch across the whole way, but inside saw a fine sheet 
of smooth water of great extent From the wind blowing on this 
shore, and fresh, I was obliged to haul oflF under a press of sail 
to dear the land, but with a determination to overhaul it by and 
by, as no doubt it has a channel into it, and is apparently a fine 
harbour of large extent' Murray did not enter the port until 
after his mate, Bowen, had found the way in, with a boat, in 
February. 

Flinders, after visiting King Island, resumed his work along 
the mainland on April 25. He wrote in his journal: 'Until 
noon no idea was entertained of any opening existing in this 
bight ; but at that time an opening became more and more con- 
spicuous as we ran farther west, and high land at the back 



PORT PHILLIP 67 

appeared to be at a considerable distance. Still, however, I 
entertained but little hopes of finding a passage sufficiently deep 
for a ship, and the bearings of the entrance prevented me from 
thinking it the west entrance into Westernport.' In the journal, 
as in the report to the Admiralty, and, twelve years later, in his 
book, Flinders wrote that it was what Baudin told him that made 
him think there could be no port in the neighbourhood. ' From 
appearances I at first judged this port to be Westernport, 
although many others did not answer; though Captain Baudin 
had met with no harbour after leaving that, and from his account 
he had fine weather and kept the shore close on board to the 
time of his meeting us.' 
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CHAPTER IV 

TERRE NAPOLEON AND ITS NOMENCLATURE 

Imprisonment of Flinders in Mauritius — The French atlas of 1807 
— The French charts and the names upon them — Hurried 
publication — The allegation that Peron acted under pressure — 
Freycinet's explanations — His failure to meet the gravest charge 
— Extent of the actual discoveries of Baudin, and nature of the 
country discovered — The French names in current use on the 
so-called Terre Napoleon coasts — Difficulty of identifying fea- 
tures to which Baudin applied names — Freycinefs perplexities 
— The new atlas of 1817. 

WHAT happened to Matthew Flinders when, 
after a brief sojourn in Sydney Harbour, 
he left to continue his explorations in the 
northern waters of Australia, is generally known. ^Vhile he 
was at work in the Gulf of Carpentaria, the condition of the 
Investigator caused him much uneasiness, and when she 
was overhaiiled, the rotten state of her timbers compelled 
him to return. She was then condemned as unseaworthy. 
On again sailing north in the Porpoise, he was wrecked on 
the Barrier Reef. Making his way back to Sydney in a 
small open boat built from the wreckage, and well named 
the Hope, he was given the use of the Cumberland, a mere 
barge of only twenty-nine tons, in which to carry himself 
and part of his shipwrecked company to England. Com- 
pelled by the leaky condition of the crazy little craft, and 
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the inefficiency of the pumps, to put into Mauritius, then a 
French possession, he was detained as a prisoner by the 
French governor. General Decaen, for six and a half years. 

There is no need, for our immediate purpose, to linger 
over these occurrences, inviting as they are, with a glint 
of Stevensonian romance in the bare facts, and aU the 
pathos that attaches to the case of a brave and blameless 
man thwarted and ruined by perversity and malignity. 
Frequently have the facts been wrongly written, as for 
instance when Blair states, in his Cyclopcsdia of Australia, 
that Baudin in Le Geographe called at Mauritius after 
Flinders was imprisoned, and, instead of procuring his 
release, ' persuaded the Governor to confine him more 
rigorously.' Poor Baudin — he had been in his grave 
three months when Flinders appeared at the island in dire 
distress, and Le Geographe itself left the day before his 
arrival. 

What is clear, however, is that Flinders was detained 
in a captivity that broke down his health and wrecked 
his useful Hfe, first on General Decaen's own responsibility, 
and later — though the evidence on this point is not 
specific — in accordance with influences from Paris ; and 
that during his imprisonment an attempt was made to 
deprive him of credit for his discoveries by the publication 
of the first volume of the French official history and its 
accompanying atlas. 

The atlas published in 1807 ^ contained two large charts, 

' The date on the imprint of volume i. , though the charts bear the date 
1808. A second part of the atlas, containing a few additional small charts, 
was issued in 1811. 
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the work of Lieutenant Louis de Freycinet. The first 
was a ' Carte generale de la Nouvelle Hollande/ with the 
title inscribed upon a scroU clutched in the talons of an 
imperial eagle, a most fearsome wild-fowl, that with 
aggressive heak and flaming eye seemed to assert a claim 
to the regions denominated on what it held. This was 
the most complete map of Australia published up to the 
date named. The second was entitled ' Carte generale 
de la Terre Napoleon.' In this case the title was held by 
feathered Mercury in graceful flight, displa5nng the motto 
" Orbis Ausfralis didces exuvics.' An exquisite Uttle 
vignette imder the title (by Lesueur) should not escape 
notice. Upon both charts, the whole of southern 
Australia, from Wilson's Promontory to Cape Adieu in the 
Bight, was styled Terre Napoleon. To nearly every cape, 
bay, island, peninsular, strait, and gulf in this extensive 
region was affixed a name, in most cases, though not in all, 
that of some Frenchman of eminence during the revolu- 
tionary and Napoleonic period. The Spencer's Gulf and 
St. Vincent's Gtilf, which Flinders had discovered, were 
respectively named Golfe Bonaparte and Golfe Josephine.* 
The large island which Flinders had pointed out to 
Baudin, and which he informed that of&cer he had 
named Kangaroo Island, became lie Decres. The Yorke's 
Peninsular of Flinders was styled Presqu'Ile Cambacer^ ; 

^ The latter was named ' in honour of our august Empress,' said Peron. 
It was a pretty piece of courtiership ; but unfortunately Napoleon's nuptial 
arrangements were in a state of flux, and when the trenchant Quarterly 
reviewer of 1810 came to discuss the work, the place of Josephine was 
occupied by Marie Louise. The reviewer saucily suggested: 'Bonaparte 
has since changed it for Louisa's Gulf.' 
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his Investigator Strait became Detroit de Lacepdde ; 
and his Backstairs Passage, Detroit de Colbert. To-day 
the Terre Napol6on charts look like a partial index to the 
Panth6on and P^re Lachaise. Laplace, Bnffon, Volney, 
Maupertiois, Montaigne, Lannes, Pascal, Talleyrand, 
Berthier, Lafayette, Descartes, Racine, MoUdre, Bema- 
dotte, Lafontein, Condillac, Bossuet, Colbert, Rabelais, 
D'Alembert, SuUy, Bayard, Fenelon, Voltaire,^ Jeanne 
d'Arc, L'Hopital, Mass6na, Turenne, Jussieu, Murat — 
soldiers, statesmen, scientists, authors, philosophers — 
adorn with their memorable names these most un-GaUic 
shores. The Bonaparte family was pleasantly provided 
for. Thus we find the Isles Jerome, Baie Louis and Bale 
Hortense (after Josephine's daughter). Outside the 
Terre Napoleon region, on the north coast, the name 
Golfe Joseph Bonaparte bespoke geographical im- 
mortahty for another member of the family. But we 
miss Rousseau and Turgot, deplore the absence of 
ComeUle and La Bruy^re, and feel that at least a sand- 
bank or two might have been found for Quesnay and the 
economists, if only as a set-off against the disparagement 
of Burke. 

Yet it is on the whole an illustrious company, repre- 
sentative of the best and brightest in French intellect 
and character. When the brave old Spanish navigators 
of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries discovered a 

^ Voltaire's name is on the Terre Napoleon sectional chart, but it seems to 
have been crowded out of the large Carte Gte^rale. As there is no actual 
bay in Spencer's Gulf to correspond with the Baie Voltaire shown on the 
T. N. chart, the omission does not matter much. But one would have liked 
to have Voltaire's opinion on the subject of his exclusion. 
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new port or cape, they commonly gave it the name of the 
saint on whose day in the calendar it was found ; and 
the map of Central and South America is a memori£d at 
once of their piety and their enterprise. But Baudin's 
expedition having no such guide — Comte's Positivist 
Calendar, if not of later date, would have been useful — 
their selection of names was qmte an original effort. 
Unfortimately, the ' discoveries ' to which the names 
were apphed were not original. 

Two facts are incontrovertible : (i) that Flinders had 
discovered and charted the whole of the south coast of 
Australia from Fowler Bay to Encounter Bay — except the 
south of Kangaroo Island, which is represented by a dotted 
line on his charts — ^before he met Le Giographe on April 8, 
1802 ; and (2) that the French ofl&cers knew that he had 
done so. Flinders explained to Baudin the discoveries 
which he had made when they met in Encounter Bay, 
and afterwards when the Investigator and the French ships 
lay together in Port Jackson he showed him one of his 
finished charts to illustrate what he had done. ' So far 
from any prior title being set up at that time to Kangaroo 
Island and the parts westward,' wrote Fhnders, ' the 
ofi&cers of the Geographe alwa}^ spoke of them as belonging 
to the Investigator.' 

The French names would appear to have been apphed 
by Baudin, if Freycinet is to be beUeved ; for he uses the 
phrase ' les nommes que Baudin a doimes.' ^ But when 
Freycinet wrote those words Baudin was dead, and the 
pubhcation of the charts had evoked much indignation 

' Voyage de Dicouvertes, ii. , Preface, p. xxiii. 
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on accotint of the gross wrong done to Flinders. In one 
or two cases the names were certainly not Baudin's, as will 
be made clear in a later chapter.^ Certainly Baudin was 
in no sense responsible for the pubUcation. P6ron and 
Freycinet were the men who put their names to the charts 
and volumes ; and they were by no means exculpated by 
the suggestion that Baudin devised a nomenclature 
calculated to deprive Flinders of the credit that he had 
won. Both Peron and Freycinet knew, too, when 
they issued their volume and atlas, that Flinders was 
being held in captivity in Mauritius ; and the dead 
captain was certainly not guilty of the meanness and 
mendacity of hurrying forward the issue of books that 
pretended to discoveries never made, while the real 
discoverer was prevented from asserting his own rightfiil 
claims. 

That the publication was hurried forward as soon as 
Napoleon's government gave the order to print, is evident 
from the incompleteness of the atlas of 1807. It con- 
tained a table of charts — ' Tableau General des planches 
qui composent 1' atlas historique ' — which were not inserted 
in the book ; and in one of the four copies of this rare 
volume which the author has been able to examine, the 
previous owner, or the bookseller from whom it was 
purchased, collating the contents with the table, had 
pencilled in the margin, ' AU wanting,' being under the 

' Take, for instance, lie Decres, the name given to Kangaroo Island. 
Decr^s did not become Minister for the Navy till October 3, 1801. Baudin 
was then at sea, and probably never knew anything about Decres' accession 
to office. It is pretty well certain that the name was not given to the island 
until after the return of the expedition, when Baudin was dead. 
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impression that the copy was imperfect. But the charts 
detailed in the table were not issued with the book. 
They were not ready, and the table stands as an eloquent 
indicator of the hurry in which the publication was per- 
formed. The first volume of the Voyage de Decouvertes 
contains numerous marginal references to charts not 
contained in the atlas issued with it. Readers of the book 
must have been puzzled by these references,^ when they 
turned to the atlas and found no charts corresponding 
with them. Freycinet's complete foho volume of charts 
was not published tiU 1812, five years after the issue of 
the book which they were necessary to explain. Flinders 
had then been released ; but it is significant that he was 
held in the clutches of General Decaen, despite constant 
demands for his Uberation, until the preparation of 
the French charts was sufficiently advanced to msike it 
impossible for his own to be issued until theirs had been 
placed before the world. 

FUnders, generous in his judgments of other men even 
when smarting under great grievances, put forth an exctise 
for Peron, suggesting that he had acted under pressure. 
' How, then, came M. Peron to eidvance what was so 
contrary to truth ? ' he wrote. ' Was he a man destitute 
of all principle ? My answer is, that I believe his candour 
to have been equal to his acknowledged abilities, and that 

1 As the present writer was when he began to stndy the subject closely, 
and as the Quarterly reviewer was in 1810. He said : ' The atlas is of 
qoarto size ; it contains not a single chart nor any sketch or plan of a 
coast, island, bay, or harbonr, thongh freqaent references are made to such 
in the margin of the printed Tolome ' (p. 60). The reviewer should have 
said, ' except the two cartes g&eiales ' described on a previons page. 
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what he wrote was from overruling authority, and smote 
him to the heart. He did not live to finish the second 
volume.' 

This would be an acceptable way of disposing of the 
question if we could reasonably accept the explanation. 
But can we ? Freycinet denied that any pressure was 
exerted. Those who knew Peron's character, he wrote,^ 
were aware that he would have refused to do anything 
with which his conscience could reproach him. He was 
so able and zealous a man of science, that we should like 
to beUeve that of him. Justice demands that we should 
give full weight to every favourable factor in the case as 
affecting him. Flinders was a British naval of&cer, and 
naval men at that period were disposed to see the hand of 
Napoleon in every bit of mischief. But the ' pressure ' 
theory does not sustain examination. 

The task thrust upon Piron in the writing of the his- 
torical narrative of the voyage was one for which he had 
not prepared himself, and which did not properly pertain 
to him. The death of Baudin, whose work this would 
naturally have been, compelled the naturaUst to become 
historian. He had not kept the log, and it may be 
reasonably assumed that he had not concerned himself 
in a particular degree with those events of which he would 
have made careful notes had it been intended from the 
beginning that he should be the official recorder. He had 
apphed himself with passionate energy to the collection 
and classification of zoological specimens. This was his 
special vocation, and he pursued it worthily. It is 

' Voyage de Ddcouvertes, ii. p. xxi. 
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probably safe to say that no expedition, French or English, 
tiiat ever came down to Australasian waters, added so 
much that was new to the world's scientific knowledge, 
or accumulated so much material, as did this one whose 
chief naturalist was Fran9ois Peron. \\Tien it is added 
that two of the greatest figures in British scientific history, 
Darwin and Huxley, were among the workers in this 
fruitful field, it will be admitted that the acknowledgment 
is not made iu any niggard spirit. But we are now 
concerned with Peron as historian of what related to 
Terre Naploeon and the surrounding circumstances. 
Here his statements have been shown to be unreliable. 
It is probable that he wrote largely from memory ; almost 
certainly from insufficient data. Further, he was weak 
and ill when engaged upon the book. The hardships and 
unhealthy conditions of the voyage had undermined his 
constitution. One would conclude from his style of 
writing that he was by temperament excitable and easily 
subject to depression. A zealous savant, to whom fishes 
and birds, beetles and butterflies, were the precious things 
of the earth, and for whom the discovery of a new species 
was as great a source of joy as a glorious victory was to 
his iuiperial master, Peron appeals to us as a pathetic 
figure whom one would rather screen from blame than 
otherwise. He suffered severely, and did his final 
work under the difficulty of breaking health. He died 
in 1810, before his second volume was ready for publi- 
cation. 

Freydnet wrote a series of notes by way of preface to 
volumes it and iii, in attempted justification of the 
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Terre Napol6on maps.^ He was put on the defensive 
because ' the audacious attempt which was made in the 
first volume of this work, to rob Captain Flinders of the 
well-earned merit of his nautical labours and discoveries, 
while he was basely and barbarously kept in prison in a 
French colony, was regarded with becoming indignation 
throughout Europe, and with shame by the better part 
of the French nation.' * That that is a fair description of 
the state of feehng among people concerned with the 
advancement of knowledge, is beyond question ; and the 
French above all, with their love of enterprise, their 
sentiment of honour, their eager applause of high achieve- 
ment, their chivalrous sense of justice, and their quick 
sympathy with suffering wrongly inflicted and bravely 
borne, would have no taste for laurels plucked in their 
name from the brow of him who was entitled to wear 
them. Thoroughly repugnant to French intellect and 
feeling was conduct of this description. National ani- 
mosities were more bitter at this period than they have 
ever been at any other time, but science knows no 
nationality. Even when the two governments had ceased 
to have relations with each other, we still find English and 
French men of science communicating on friendly terms ; 
and Napoleon himself was willing to grant the requests 
of an EngUsh savant while EngHsh arms and EngUsh 
diplomacy were at furious war with him. Thus Sir 
Joseph Banks, who was a corresponding member of the 

' The second volume of the Voyage de Dicouvertes was published — out of 
its due order— in 1816, the third in 1815. 
' Quaritrly Review, vol. xvii. (1817), p. 229. 
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Institute of France, could write in 1805, ' I have obtained 
the release of five persons from the gracious condescension 
of the Emperor, the only five, I believe, that have been 
regularly discharged from their parole.' 

Freycinet, then, had to defend his charts. But there 
never was a more complete example of the remark that 
■ qui s'excuse s'accuse.' He argued that when Le Geographe 
cruised along the coasts discovered by Flinders, there was 
no published work in which they were described, there- 
fore the French were justified in applying their own 
names. But this plea ignored the fact that if the coasts 
were not charted m any work pubhshed before 1807, they 
had been, to the fuU knowledge of the French of&cers, 
charted by Fliuders, whose work would have been 
published earlier if he had not been forcibly detained. 
Again he argued ^ that, inasmuch as ' jamais Peron ni moi ' 
— ^where Freycinet assumed part of the responsibihty — 
knew of the work done by Flinders until his book was 
published, the work of the French was truly one of 
discovery ; and as to the names given by the English 
navigator, ' it is certain that we could not employ them 
without knowing them.' But it was not true that 
Freycinet, Peron, or Baudin was unaware of the dis- 
coveries made by Flinders. Even were there not his 
specific statement that he explained his discoveries and 
showed one of his charts to illustrate them, it would 
be incredible that while the French and English ships 
lay together for some weeks at Port Jackson, with tents 
erected on the same piece of groimd, the officers frequently 

^ Preface to vol. iii. 
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meeting on friendly terms, Freycinet and P^ron should 
not have learnt what the Investigator had been doing. 
Both the French authors are individually mentioned by 
Flinders as having been present on one or other of these 
occasions, and Freycinet does not deny the statement. 
Further, Captain HameUn reported to the French 
Government, in 1803, that Flinders had traced the coEist 
from the Leeuwin to Encoimter Bay, and had discovered 
a large and beautiful island which he had named ' L'ile 
des Kangaroux.' ^ 

It is true that the French were not acquainted with 
Flinders' names, except in the one case of Kangaroo 
Island. He told Baudin what name he had given in 
that case. Nevertheless they ignored it, and called the 
island He Decrfe. But even when they did know of the 
names given to features of the coast by a previous 
English navigator, P6ron and Freycinet disregarded them. 
Grant's Narrative of the Voyage of the Lady Nelson was 
pubhshed, together with his eye-chart of the coast from 
Cape Banks to Wilson's Promontory, in 1803. Flinders 
states positively that Grant's ' discoveries were known 
to M. P6ron and the French expedition in 1802 ' ; ^ as 
indeed we might well suppose, for Grant was not the man 
to allow any one with whom he came in contact to remain 
unaware of his achievements, and he was in Sydney just 
before the French arrived there. They would hear of 
him from many people. Yet Grant's names, inscribed 
in plain print on his pubhshed chart, were all ignored 
on the Terre Napoleon charts — his Cape Nelson becoming 

' Mmiteur, 27 Thennidor, an, xi. ^ Voyage, i. 201. 
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Cap Montaigne ; his Cape Otway, Cap Desaix ; his Cape 
Schanck, Cap RicheUeu ; and so forth. 

The contention that the south coast exploration of 
the French was ' entirely a work of discovery/ ^ although 
they were forestalled in it by Flinders and Grant, is 
neither true nor sensible. If it could be held that the 
voycige of a vessel sailing without a chart or a pilot along 
a coast previously unlaiowii to its ofi&cers was ' entirely 
a work of discovery/ then a ship that should sail under 
such conditions along any piece of coast — say from 
Boulogne to La Hague — ^would accomplish ' a work of 
discovery.' Discovery is a matter of priority, or the 
word is meaningless. 

Freydnet's notes nowhere meet the gravest feature of 
the case — the prolongation of the imprisonment of Flinders 
until the French could complete their own charts for 
publication. The talk about not knowing what Flinders' 
names were, the afiected ignorance of his prior claims, were 
crudely disingenuous. Freycinet knew perfectly where 
Flinders was, and why his charts were not issued. The 
Moniteur contained several references to his case. Sir 
Joseph Banks repeatedly pressed leading members of the 
Institute to lend their influence to secure his liberation. 
But Freycinet, who had shared in the generous hospitality 
of the British governor in Sydney — extended at a time 
when the French crews were sorely stricken — and should 
have been moved by gratitude, to say nothing of justice, 
to help in undoing an act of wrong to a fellow-navigator, 
does not seem to have taken the sUghtest step in this 

^ Freydnet, ii. p. sxiii. 
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direction, nor does he in any of his writings express any 
regret concerning the unhappy fate that overtook the 
Enghsh captain. 

The claim made in behalf of Baudin's expedition can 
best be stated in the language of Peron. Dentrecasteaux, 
he wrote, not having advanced beyond the islands of St. 
Peter and St. Francis, which form the extremity of 
Nuyts Land, and the Enghsh not having carried their 
researches farther than Westemport, ' it follows that all 
the portion between the last-mentioned port and Nuyts 
Land was unknown at the time when we arrived on these 
shores.' P6ron's words were not candid. It is true that 
part of the shores in question were unknown when 
Baudin's ships ' arrived.' They ' arrived ' off Cape 
Leeuwin in May 1801, before Fhnders left England, 
though not before Grant had discovered his stretch of 
coast. (Grant reached Sydney, having roughly traced the 
coast from Cape Banks to Cape Schanck, on December 
16, 1800.) If, however, Peron meant to convey that 
the coasts were unknown when Baudin's ships actually 
sailed along them, he stated what was not the case. Let 
us hear Flinders in reply. ' M. Peron should not have 
said that the south coast from Westemport to Nuyts 
Land was then unknown, but that it was unknown to 
them, for Captain Grant, of the Lady Nelson, had dis- 
covered the eastern part from Westemport to the longi- 
tude 140° 14' in the year 1800, before the French ships 
sailed from Europe, and on the west I had explored the 
coast and islands from Nuyts Land to Cape Jervis in 
138° 10'.' In other words, Grant's eye-chart connected 
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up the coast between the extremity of George Bass's 
exploration, Westemport, and Cape Banks to the east, 
while Flinders had traversed the coast between Nuyts 
Land and Encounter Bay to the west, leaving a gap of 
only about fifty leagues of sandy shore, upon which 
there is ' neither river, inlet, or place of shelter,' that 
was actually discovered by Baudin. Flinders not only 
admitted that the French had discovered this particu- 
larly barren and iminteresting stretch of land, but 
marked it upon his charts ^ as ' discovered by Captain 
Baudin, 1802.' The French on their charts, however, 
made not the slightest reference to the discoveries of 
either Flinders or Grant. 

The true Terre Napoleon, therefore, if the name were 
to survive at all, woidd be from a point north-west of 
Cape Banks in the state of South Australia, to the mouth 
of the river Murray in Encounter Bay. The names 
marked on a modem map indicate the sort of country 
that it is in the main. Chinaman's Wells, M'Grath's 
Flat, Salt Creek, Martin's Washpool, Jim Crow's Flat, 
and TDley's Swamp are examples. They are not noble- 
sounding designations to inscribe at the back of coasts 
once dignified by the name of the greatest figure in modem 
history. It is rather to be regretted that the name Terre 
Napoleon has slipped off modem maps. It is historically 
interesting. When Eric the Red, as the Seiga tells us, 
discovered Greenland, he so called it because " men would 
be the more readily persuaded thither if the land had a 
good name.' Most will agree that Terre Napoleon sounds 

1 Ct plate IT. in Flindeis' Atlas, for example. 
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a bit better than Pipe Clay Plain or WUlow Swamp, 
which are other choice flowers in the same garden.^ 

There is no evidence to warrant the behef that Napoleon 
had anything whatever to do with af&xing his name to 
the territory to which it was appHed, or with the nomen- 
clature of the features of the coast. Nor would there 
be anything remarkable in the use of the name Terre 
Napoleon, if the French had reaUy discovered the region so 
described. In everypartof the world there are lands named 
after the rulers of the nations to which the discoverers or 
founders belonged. Raleigh named Virginia ' from the 
maiden Queen ' ; the two CaroUnas preserve the name of 
the amorous monarch who granted the original charter of 
colonisation ' out of a Pious and good intention for ye 
propogacon of ye Christian faith amongst ye Barbarous 
and Ignorant Indians, ye Inlargement of his Empire and 
Dominions, and Inriching of his Subjects ' ; and two 
states of AustraUa commemorate by their names the great 
Queen who occupied the British throne when they were 
founded. There would have been nothing unusual or 
improper in the action of the French in styUng the 
country from Wilson's Promontory to Cape Adieu 
'Terre Napoleon,' except that they did not discover 
it. What they did excites a feeling akin to derision, 
because it bore the character of 'jumping a claim,' to 
use an Australian mining phrase. 

Nor is it to be inferred that afi&xing the name 
was intended to assert possession. An examination of 

' These ' virginal chaste names ' are taken from the map of South 
Australia, by the Surveyor-General of that State, 1892. 
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the large chart of Australia shows that the whole of the 
coast-line, except this partictilar stretch, was previously 
named. There was Terre de Nuyts on the south-west ; 
Teire de Leeuwin, Terre d'Endrels, Terre d'Endracht 
were on the west ; Terre de Witt on the north-west ; 
Terre d'Amheim and Terre de Carpentarie on the north. 
New South Wales was marked as occupying the whole of 
the east. The styling of the freshly discovered south 
Terre Napoleon was a mere piece of courtieiship. If 
Napoleon had ever been strong enough to strike a blow 
at the British in Australia, the probabilities are that he 
would have endeavoiu^ed to oust them from New South 
Wales, and would not have troubled himself very much 
about the coasts that were named after him. It was his 
way to strike at the heart of his enemy, and the heart 
of British settlement in Australia was located at Port 
Jackson. 

It has been represented in one of the best books in 
English on the Napoleonic period,^ that ' the names given 
by Flinders on the coasts of Western and South Australia, 
have been retained owing to the priority of his invest^a- 
tion, but the French names have been kept up on the coast 
between the mouth of the Murray and Bass Straits for 
the same reason.' That statement, however, is very much 
too wide. Capes Patten, Otway, Nelson, Bridgewater, 
Northumberland and Banks, Portland Bay and Julia 
Percy Island, all lie between the points mentioned, and 
all of them were named by Grant, who first discovered 
them and marked them on his chart. None of the Fraich 

^ Dr. Holland Rose's Uft efNafokon, L 381. 
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names is properly in present emplosmient east of Cape 
Buifon ; for their Cap Boufflers, which is marked on a 
few maps, is really the Cape Banks of Grant. The only 
names freshly apphed by Baudin to natural features of 
the mainland on the Terra Napoleon charts, and which 
are in current use, are Cape Buffon, Cape Lannes, Rivoli 
Bay, Cape Jaffa, Cape Rabelais, Cape Dombey, Guichen 
Bay, Cape Bernoulli, Lacepfede Bay, and Cape Morard de 
Galles. Some or other of these names may be found, in 
some order, on some modem map, but the sequence is 
variable, and they are not aU to be found on any single 
map with which the author is acquainted ; because 
there are more names than there are natural capes and 
bays to which they can apply. The remainder of the 
French names between Lac6pede Bay and Cape Jervis, 
and most of those in the more easterly section, are 
not marked on any current map, because in some in- 
stances they do not represent features of the coast which 
are sufficiently pronounced to require names, whilst in 
other cases they are appUed to islands, capes, and bays 
that do not exist.^ Where are Cap Monge, Cap Caffarelli, 

' The difiSculty of identifying the features marked on the Terre NapoUon 
charts is made clear by comparing them with a few good modern maps. 
Thus, taking them from S. E. to N. W. , they appear on the French charts in the 
following order : — i, Cap Buffon ; 2, Cap Lannes ; 3, Bale de Rivoli ; 4, Cap 
de Jaffa ; 5, Cap Rabelais ; 6, Cap Dombey ; 7, Baie de Guichen ; S, Cap 
BemoulU ; 9, Baie Lac^p^de ; 10, Cap Morard de Galles ; 11, Cap Fermat; 
12, Cap Monge; 13, Cap Caffarelli; 14, Cap Villars; 15, Baie MoUien; 
16, Cap MoUien ; 17, Baie Cretet; i8, Cap Cretet; 19, lies Decaen ; 20, Cap 
Decaen ; 21, Cap Montelivet. On the large Continental map constructed 
by the Department of Lands and Survey, State of Victoria, 1879, the order 
of the names included is as follows: — i, BuflTon; 2, Rivoli; 3, Lannes; 
4, Guichen ; 5, Jaffa ; 6, Lacep^de. Rabelais, Dombey, Bernoulli, and the 
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Cap Mollien, Cap du Mont St. Bernard, lie Latrelle, or 
Baie Descartes ? They are not to be found. Freycinet * 
complained that Flinders, on his charts, had erroneously 
applied the French names between Gap Monge and Cap 
Lannes. It was a singular complaint to make, seeing 
that Flinders gave the French full credit for their dis- 
coveries, whilst they omitted all reference to his work on 
their charts. But Flinders' difficulty was that of aB 
later map-makers : he could not find all the places to 
which Baudin had given names. He did his best ; but it 
is evidently easier to sprinkle a coast-line with the contents 
of a biographical dictionary, than to fit all the names in. 
The French cartography of the portions of the coast 
eastward of the two gulfe was so badly done, in fact, that 
many of the features indicated on the charts are mere 
geographical Mrs. Harrises — there ' ain't no sich ' places. 
The coast was not surveyed at all, but was sketched 
roughly, inaccurately, and out of scale ; so that even 
the sandy stretch now known as the Coorong, which is 
about as featureless as a railway embankment, was fitted 
with names and drawn with corrugations as though it 

rest axe omitted, the draftsman evidently being nnable to find featnies to 
which to apply them. On the large map compiled in the office of the 
Surveyor-General, State of Sooth Anstralia, 1892, the order of the names b — 
I, Boffon; 2, Rivoli; 3, Rabelais; 4, Lannes; 5, Dombey; 6, Goichen; 
7, Jaffa ; 8, Lacepede. On the excellent map in McLean's ^ew Atlas of 
Australia, 1886, we find — i, Bnffon ; 2, Rivoli ; 3, Lannes ; 4, Goichen ; 
S, Ja£^ ; 6, Lacepede. Flinders, on bis separate chart of this part of the 
coast, foond features for the names of Bnffon, Lannes, Rivoli, and Bemonlli, 
but left out Rabelais, Dombey, Goichen, and Lacepede. In no case is the 
cape or bay on the Terre Napoleon chart of this part of the coast a tolerably 
good representation of an actoality. 
' Preface to the 1824 edition of the Voyage di Dlcotrvertes, p. adii, note. 
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were as jagged as a gigantic saw. Our respect for such 
names as Montesquieu and Descartes causes us to regret 
that they should have been wasted on a cape and a bay 
that geography knows not ; and our abiding interest in 
the sinister genius of Talleyrand fosters the wish that his 
patronymic had been reserved for some other feature 
than the curve of the coast which holds ' the Rip ' of 
Port Phillip, though in one sense he who was so wont to 
■ fish in troubled waters ' is not inaptly associated with 
that boil of sea.^ 

The south and west of Kangaroo Island were, however, 
first charted by Baudin, and his names survive there. 
Flinders had marked these shores with a dotted line on 
his chart, to signify that he had not surveyed them. 
He intended to complete this bit of work on his return, 
but he was ' caught in the clutch of circumstance,' and 
was never permitted to return. Such names as Cape 
Borda, Cape Linois, Maupertuis Bay, Cape Gautheaume, 
Bougainville Bay, and a few others, preserve the memory 
of the French expedition on Kangaroo Island. A rock, 
known as Frenchman's Rock, upon which a record of the 
visit was cut, also survives there. 

A few months after the publication of the Terre 
NapoMon charts in 1807, the truth about the matter 
became known. Sir Joseph Banks, who had been kept 
well informed by Flinders about the work which he had 

' 'Loud-voiced and reckless as the wild tide-race 
That whips our harbour mouth,' 

wrote Mr. Rudyard Kipling (' Song of the English') of the people of Mel- 
bourne. It is believed that he meant to be complimentary. 
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perfonned, and wtio had done all that was possible to 
obtain his release from Manritiiis, was influential in 
scdentiflc circles throughout Europe. Fortunately, he 
had ample material at his disposal Flinders had sent 
home some finished charts from Sydney, and during his 
imprisonment he wrote up a manuscript journal which 
he succeeded in getting conveyed to Ei^land. It was 
this manuscript which the Admiralty permitted to be 
perused by the writer of the powerful Quarterly Reviea 
article of August 1810. The feeling of indignation 
evoked by the treatment which the navigator received 
was intensified when the pubHcation of his Voyage and 
his charts in 1814 showed the measure of his shining 
merits — ^his thoroughness, his accuracy, his diligence, the 
beauty of his drawings, the vast extent of the entirely 
new work which he had done, and the manliness, graitle- 
ness, courage, and fairness of his personal character. 

In addition to the discredit, of which he had to bear 
his full share, Freydnet was involved in perplexities of 
another kind. It was a convenient piece of flattery to 
name the two great gaUs after Napoleon and Josephine 
when they were Emperor and Empress ; but the courtier- 
like compliment was embarrassing when Josephine was 
supplanted by Marie Louise, and it became offensive 
when Napoleon himself was overthrown and a Bourbon 
once more occupied the throne of France. Many of the 
other names, too, were those of men no longer in favour. 
Yet the earlier volumes of the Voyage de Decouvertes had 
referred in the text to the names on the French charts 
as though they formed a final system of nomenclature. 
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What was poor Freycinet to do in completing the work ? 
Here, indeed, was a sailor hoist to his own yard-arm 
with his own halyard. The work could not be dropped, 
since faith had to be kept with purchasers. In the 
event, the old names were employed in the text of the 
completed book, but a fresh atlas was issued (1817) 
with the name Terre Napol6on wiped off the principal 
chart, most of the names changed to those given by 
Flinders and Grant, and a neat note in the comer taking 
the place of the former eagle — which was moulting ; no 
longer the screaming fowl it used to be — announcing that 
• this map of New Holland is an exact reduction of 
that contained m the first edition.'^ The annoxmcement 
was not quite true. It was not ' \me reduction exacte.' 
The imperial bird had flown, and the names had under- 
gone systematic revision. The Bonaparte family were 
pitilessly evicted. It was a new and smaller map, with 
a new allocation of names. Freycinet's name appeared 
upon it, and he probably wrote the inscription in the 
comer. 

' ' Cette carte de la Nouvelle-HoUande est une reduction exacte de celle 
contenue dans la premiere Edition du Voyage aux Terres Australes,' 
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CHAPTER V 

DID THE FRENCH USE FLINDERS' CHARTS ? 

Assertions commonly made as to French plagiarism of Flinders 
charts — Lack of evidence to support the charges — General 
Decaen and his career — The facts as to Flinders' charts— The 
sealed trunks — The third log-book and its contents ; detention 
of it by Decaen, and the reasons for his conduct — Restoration 
of Flinders' papers, except the log-book and despatches — Do 
Freycinet's charts show evidence of the use of Flinders' 
material? — How did the French obtain their chart of Port 
Phillip ? — Peron's report to Decaen as to British intentions in 
the Pacific and Indian Oceans, and the effect on his mind — 
Liberation of Flinders — Captture of Mauritius by the British 
— English naval officers and the governor — Later career of 
Decaen. 

FLINDERS, in the decrepit little Cumberland, 
put into Port Louis, Mauritius, on December 
i6, 1803. He was not permitted to sail out 
again till July 1810 ; and then he was a broken man, 
smitten with diseases, the painful product of exposiure, 
shipwreck, confinement in a tropical chmate, anxiety, 
and bitter years of heart-sickness and weary disappoint- 
ment ; yet a brave man still, with some hope nobly 
burning in the true hero's heart of him ; but with less 
vitahty than hope, so that he could do no more than 
write his big book of travel, and then he down to die. 
Many loose statements have been written about the use 
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which the French made of Flinders' charts while he was 
held in captivity. It has been too often taken for granted 
that the evidence of plagiarism is beyond dispute. Not 
only popular writers, but historians with claims to be 
considered scientific, are substantially in agreement on 
this point. Two examples wUl indicate what is meant. 
Messrs. Becke and Jeffery, in their Naval Pioneers of 
Australia (p. 216), assert that " among other indignities 
he suffered, he found that the charts taken from him by 
Decaen had been appropriated to Baudin's exploring 
expedition.' Again, to take a work appealing to a 
different section of readers, the Cambridge Modern 
History also charges the French with ' the use of his 
papers to appropriate for their ships the credit of his 
discoveries.' ^ 

The charge is, it wiU be observed, that not only did 
the French governor of Mauritius imprison the EngHsh 
navigator despite his passport, detaining him years 
after the other members of the Cumberland's company 
had been Uberated, but that Flinders' charts and 
papers were improperly used in the preparation of the 
history of Baudin's expedition. Indeed, the accusation 
is equivalent to one of garrotting : that General Decaen 
seized and bound his victim, robbed him, and enabled 
Freycinet and Peron to use his work as their own. 

' Vol. ix. p. 739 (Professor Egerton). Two more examples may be cited. 
Thus, Laurie, Story of Australasia (1896), p. 86: 'He found that his 
journals and charts had been stolen by the French governor of the Mauritius 
and transferred to Paris, where the fullest advantage was taken of them by 
M. P^ron.' Again, Jose, Autralasia (1901), p. 21 : 'His maps were taken 
to France to be published there with French names as the work of French 
explorers. ' 
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So widdy has this view been diffused, that probably 
few will be prepared for the assurance that there is no 
evidence to support it. On the contrary, as will be shown, 
neither Peron nor Freycinet ever saw any chart or journal 
taken from Flinders. Use was made, it is believed, of 
one British chart which may possibly have been his — 
that embodying a drawing of Port PhiUip — ^but reasons 
wiU be given for the opinion that this, whether it was 
Flinders' chart or Murray's, was seen by the French 
before Baudin's ships left Sydney, and was certainly not 
copied at Mauritius. 

Before proving these statements, it wiU be convenient 
to make the reader acquainted with the Captain-General 
or Hihtary-Govemor of Hamitius, Charles Decaen. He 
was a rough, dogged, somewhat brutal type of soldier, 
who had attained to eminence during the revolutionary 
wars. Bom at Caen in Normandy in 1769, he served 
during his youth for three years in the artillery, and then 
entered a lawyer's office in his native town ; but during 
the wars of the Revolution, when France was pressed 
by enemies on all sides, he threw aside quills and parch- 
ments, and, in his twenty-third year, entered upon his 
strenuous fighting career. Thenceforth, until after the 
signing of the Treaty of Limeville in 1801, he was almost 
constantiy engaged in military operations. He had 
risen from the ranks, and won commendation for stubborn 
valour from such commanders as Desaix, Kleber, Hoche, 
Westermann, and Moreau. He participated in the cruel 
war of La Vendee, won fresh laurels during the campaign 
of the Rhine (1796), and fought with a furious lust for 
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battle under the noble Moreau at Hohenlinden. By 
that tune (1800) he had become a general of division, 
and on the eve of the battle, when he brought up his 
force and made his appearance at a councU of war, 
Moreau greeted him with the flattering remark, ' Ah ! 
here is Decaen ; the battle wiU be ours to-morrow.' 
He was recognised as a strong-willed general, not brilliant 
but very determined, and as also a thoroughly capable 
and honest administrator. Napoleon, in 1803, selected 
him for Indian service, and stationed him at the Isle of 
France (Mauritius), in the hope that if all went well a 
heavy blow might some day be struck at British power 
in India. Decaen was not a courtier, nor a scholar, nor 
a man of sentiment, but a plain, coarse, downright soldier ; 
a true Norman, and a thorough son of the Revolution. 
He was not the kind of man to be interested in naviga- 
tion, discovery, or the expansion of human knowledge ; 
and appeals made to him on these grounds on behalf of 
Flinders were futile. Yet we must do justice to the 
admirable side of Decaen's character, by observing that 
he bore a reputation for generosity among his fellow- 
soldiers ; and he was a very efficient and economical 
governor, maintaining a reputation for probity that did 
not distinguish too many of the Revolutionary and 
Napoleonic generals. Flinders, just in his opinion even 
of an enemy, wrote to Sir Joseph Banks that Decaen 
bore among the people of the island ' the character of 
having a good heart, though too hasty and violent.' 
It is pleasant to find him writing thus of the man who 
had wronged him, at a time when he had good reason for 
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feeling bitter ; and we certainly need not think worse 
of Decaen than did the man who suffered most from 
the general's callous insensibility. 

Now, the clear facts with regard to the taking from 
Flinders of his charts, papers, log-books, and journals are 
these. On December 17, the day after his arrival at 
the island, it was signified to him that the governor 
intended to detain him. AH his charts and journals 
relating to the voyage, and the letters and official packets 
which he was carrying to England from Sydney, were put 
in a trunk, which was sealed by Flinders at the desire of 
the French officers who were sent by Decaen to arrest 
him. He signed a paper certif37ing that all the ' charts, 
journals, and papers of the voyage ' had been thus placed 
in the trunk.^ On the following day (Sunday, December 
18) he was informed that the governor wished to have 
extracts made from his journals, showing the causes 
which had compelled him to quit the Investigator, for 
which ship and for no other, according to Decaen's 
contention, the passport had been granted. He also 
wished to eHcit from the journals evidence of the reasons 
which had induced Flinders to stop at Mauritius, instead 
of sailing for the Cape of Good Hope. The officers ex- 
plained that General Decaen considered it to be necessary 
to have these extracts for transmission to the French 
Government, ' to justify himself for granting that assist- 
ance to the Cumberland which had been ordered for the 
Investigator.' So far he had not, as a fact, granted any 
assistance to the Cumberland ; for the imprisonment of 

* Flinders, Voyagt, ii. 361. 
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her commander and crew can hardly be called ' assist- 
ance.' But as Flinders was convinced that an examina- 
tion of his latest log-book would manifest his bona fides, 
and assure both the governor and the French Govern- 
ment that he was no spy, as Decaen accused him of being, 
he broke the seal of the tnmk, and took out ' the third 
volume of my rough log-book, which contained the whole 
of what they desired to know, and pointing out the parts 
in question to the secretary, told him to make such 
extracts as should be thought requisite.' ^ All the other 
papers and books were at once returned to the trunk, 
' and sealed as before.' 

The third log-book was the only document pertaining 
to Flinders' discoveries which Decaen ever had in his 
possession. It was never returned. The rightful owner 
never saw it again. It has never since been produced. 
Flinders applied for it repeatedly. On the very day 
before he was liberated, he made a final demand for it. 
Mr. Hope, the British commissary for the exchange of 
prisoners, made a formal of&cial application for it in 1810, 
but met with ' a positive refusal both of the book and of 
permission to take a copy of it.' ^ In 1811, after FUnders 
reached England, the Admiralty, at his instance, requested 
the French Government to insist upon its restoration. 
At the end of his book, pubHshed 1814, FHnders earnestly 
protested against Decaen's continued detention of it. 
But it was not restored. 



' Flinders, Voyage, ii. 364. 

' Hope's report to the Admiralty, October 25, 1810 (Historical Records 
of New South Wales, vii. 435). 
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This book contained Flinders' ' journal of transactions 
and observations on board the Investigator, the Porpoise, 
the Hope cutter, and Cumberland schooner,' for the pre- 
ceding six months.^ There was therefore nothing in it 
which could have been of any use in relation to the so- 
called Terre Napoleon. The log-book embodying Flinders' 
observations on those coasts pertained to a period 
before the six months just mentioned, and was never 
seen by Decaen, nor did he see any of Flinders' charts 
whatever. 

Towards the end of December the whole of the remain- 
ing books and papers of Flinders, even including his 
famil y letters, were, in his presence, collected from the 
ship by H. Bonnefoy, an interpreter, and Colonel Moni- 
strol, Decaen's secretary — ^who ' acted throughout with 
much politeness, apologising for what they were obliged 
by their orders to execute ' — and sealed up in another 
trunk.* Later in the same month (December 26), 
Flinders, wishing to occupy his time in confinement by 
proceeding with his work, wrote to the governor, request- 
ing that he might have his printed volumes, and two or 
three charts and manuscript books, for the purpose 
of finishing his chart of the Gulf of Carpentaria, adding 
in explanation that some of his papers were lost in the 
wreck of the Porpoise, and he wished to finish the work 
from memory, with the aid of the remaining materials, 
before the details faded from his recollection. Decaen 
acceded to his request, and Flinders took out two log- 
books, such charts as were necessary, all his private 

1 Flinders, Voyage, ii. 378 and 463. ^ Ibid., ii. 367. 
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letters, and his journals of bearings and astronomical 
observations. He also took out his naval signal-book, 
which he destroyed, lest it should be seen by any French 
of&cer. He gave a receipt for the documents, and the 
remainder were once more locked up in the trunk, which 
was again sealed by Flinders.^ The papers so obtained 
were the ' greatest part ' ^ of his books and charts, and 
the possession of them, enabling Flinders to devote his 
energies to the work he loved, reUeved the depression 
which imprisomnent and illness cast upon his active 
brain and body. 

In February of the following year FUnders made another 
application for more books and papers, consisting of the 
greater part of his ' original fair charts,' ^ for the purpose 
of making an abridgment of his discoveries upon a 
single sheet. The governor was by this time very angry 
with his captive ; the more so, probably, as he was 
conscious of the inadequacy of the reasons for detaining 
him. But the demeanour of the EngUsh captain did not 
please him either. Flinders, maintaining the dignity of 
his uniform, had not assimied a humble mien, and had 
even refused an invitation to dine with the general 
unless he could attend, not as a prisoner, but as an officer 
free and unsuspect. If Decaen reaUy believed him to be 
a spy, why did he invite him ? The governor, however, 
was not now in a mood to oblige his prisoner, and in 
response to his appUcation for more papers, curtly replied 

1 Voyage, ii. 378. 

" Flinders, letter to Governor King, August 1804, and letter to Banks, 
July 12 ^Historical Records of New South Wales, iv. 411 and 396). 
" Voyage, ii. 384. 

G 
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that he would attend to the request when freed from 
more pressing business. Flinders in March urged Colonel 
Monistrol to intercede ; complained in May that the 
manuscripts were still withheld ; and, being unable 
to make any impression on the obdurate Decaen, com- 
pleted his map with the aid of another journal kept 
by 5Ir. Akin, the master of the Investigator, who was a 
feUow-prisoner until May 1805. 

These remaining documents were not restored till 
August 1807, when Flinders was invited to go to Port 
Louis from the house in the country where part of his 
imprisonment was spent, and take possession of the 
trunk. He found that rats had eaten their way into it, 
and had made great havoc among his papers, totally 
destroying some. But the seals were unbroken, and 
Flinders gave a receipt for the contents, acknowledging 
that the most important documents had happily escaped 
the rats.^ He was an observant man, and if he had had 
any suspicion that the charts had been tampered with, 
would have promptly said so. There is not, however, 
the faintest reason for beheving that the trunk had been 
opened between December 1803, when Flinders was 
permitted to take out the ' greatest part ' of his im- 
portant papers, and August 1807, when the remainder 
were restored to him. The only missing documents 
were the few which the rats had eaten, the third log- 
book, which Decaen refused to give up, and two packets 
of official despatches which the Cumberland was carrying 
from Sydney to England, and which Colonel Monistrol 

^ Voyage, ii. 462. 
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informed him had been ' long ago disposed of.' The 
Colonel ' supposed that something in them had con- 
tributed to my imprisonment.' They had been ' disposed 
of ' by being sent to Paris for the perusal of Napoleon's 
Government. 

Why, however, did Decaen refuse permission to Flinders 
to have the last of his papers till the year 1807 ? Why 
had he willingly permitted him to take some of them in 
December 1803, but declined to let him have any more 
till nearly four years later ? A comparison of dates is 
instructive on this point. As has already been said, the 
first volume of P^ron's Voyage de Dicouvertes aux Terres 
Australes, and the first edition of the atlas containing 
two of Freycinet's charts, were published in 1807. Making 
all allowances for the obstinate character of Decaen, 
it is most significant that the remainder of Flinders' 
charts and papers were kept from him until the very 
time when Freycinet was ready to publish the first and 
hurried edition of his atlas. It is impossible to resist the 
conclusion that the governor was acting under influences 
exerted from Paris, private if not official, in refusing the 
navigator access to the material which it was believed 
was essential to the completion of the charts that would 
demonstrate his discoveries, until the French officer 
could hurry out a makeshift atlas and fictitious claims 
could be based upon it. 

This conduct was reprehensible enough, but, it must 
be insisted, there is no ground whatever for the too 
frequently made assertion that Flinders' charts were 
surreptitiously copied or actually stolen — for the loose 
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maimer in which the afiair has been related in some 
books renders doubtful which of the two accusations the 
authors desired to make.^ Not only is there no evidence 
to support any such chaise, but Flinders himsdf never 
accused Decaen of making an improper use of the papers 
in the trunk, nor did he ever all^e that the two charts 
contained in the French atlas of 1807, or those in Frey- 
dnet's folio atlas of 1812 — ^which he probably saw 
before his death in July 1814 — ^were founded upon or 
owed anything to his drawings. He simply set forth 
the facts with his habitual exactness and fairness ; and 
where Flinders was just, there is surely no warrant for 
others to perpetuate an accusation which originated 
in a period of intense national hatred and jealousy, and 
bears its birth-mark upon it. 

A critical examination of Freydnet's charts is alone 
suf&cient to shatter the opinion that he utilised the 
drawings of the English navigator. Had he even seen 
them, his own work would have been more accurate than 
it was, and his large chart of New HoUand would have 
been more complete. It has already been shown that the 
French chart of the so-called Terre Napoleon coasts was 

1 Blair, Cyclopadia of Australasia, p. 131, actually says that Baudin, 
'having taken copies of Flinders' charts, sailed for France, where he pub- 
lished a book and received great applanse from the French nation, who 
called him the greatest discoverer of the present century.' Spirit-writing one 
has heard of, bat not even the Psychical Research Society has recorded the 
case of a dead man copying hydrographical charts. A similar disregard of 
the fact that Baadin died before the retnm of his ships occurs in J. E. Tenison 
Woods' History of Exptoration in Australia (1865), vol. i. p. 174, where 
we are informed that Flinders was detained in MaoritiDs, because ' at that 
time the Emperor Napoleon vFas obliging Admiral Baudin \sic\ to usurp 
the glory of his discoveries ' ; a case oi post-mortem promotion. 
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in large measure defective, many capes, islands, and bays 
being represented that have no existence in fact, and a 
large portion of the outline being crudely and erroneously 
drawn. Not only so, but if Freycinet had had copies of 
Flinders' charts before him, use would certainly have 
been made of them to give greater completeness to the 
eastern and north-western shores. Flinders, in his last 
voyage in the Investigator, had made iihportant dis- 
coveries on the Queensland coast and in the Gulf of 
Carpentaria. He had discovered, for instance. Port 
Bowen and Port Curtis, which had been missed by Cook, 
had given greater definiteness to the islands near the 
southern end of the Great Barrier Reef, and had made 
a dangerous acquaintance with the Reef itself, discovering 
the narrow alley through it which is marked on modem 
maps as Flinders' Passage. In the Gulf of Carpentaria 
he had also done some entirely original work. He had 
shown, for example, that Cape Van Diemen, represented 
as a projection from the mainland on all previous maps, 
was really part of an island, which he named Momington 
Isle. Freycinet's charts reveal not the faintest trace 
of the fresh discoveries which Flinders had achieved 
around east and north-east Australia, nor do they in 
any particular indicate that their manifold serious im- 
perfections had been corrected by reference to Flinders' 
superb charts. In short, the French work, though 
beautifully engraved and printed, was, in a geographical 
sense, for the most part too poor to justify the suspicion 
that Freycinet received aid from the drawings of the 
persevering captain of the Investigator. 
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The drcmnstances attending the imprisonment of 
Flinders, and the precipitate haste with which Frey- 
cinet's work was pushed forward, undoubtedly famished 
■prima facie justification for the suspicion, indignantly 
voiced by contemporary English writers, and which 
has been hardened into a direct accusation since, that an 
act of plagiarism was committed, dishonest in itself, 
and doubly guilty from the circumstances in which it was 
performed. The Quarterly reviewer of 1817 ^ pointed out 
that the few charts in Freycinet's atlas ' are very like 
those of Captain Flinders, only much inferior in point of 
execution.' They are very like in one respect, namely, 
in the representation of Spencer's and St. Vincent's 
Gulfs and Kangaroo Island. In other particulars, at all 

^ VoL xviL pp. 229-30; the italics are the reviewer's. The plagiarism 
l^end — for snch it is — originated with this Quarterly article. The earliest 
biographer of Flinders, in the NodoI CkrtmUU, zxxiL p. 177, wrote very 
strongly of General Decaen, considering that he was ' worthy of his Coracan 
master,' and that his name ' will be consigned to in&my as long as mankind 
shall consider it hononrable to promote science and civilised to practise 
hospitality,' bat alleged no improper use of the charts. C. A. Walckenaer, 
who wrote the excellent life of Flinders in the BiograpkU Uniaenelle, pub- 
lished in 1856, said that the French Government was ' inescosable d'avoir 
retenn Flinders en captivite,' but denied that bis charts were improperly 
used, and promised that when he came to write the life of Peron in a succeed- 
ing volume, he would by an analysis of the evidence refute the story. But 
Walckenaer died in 1852, before his Flinders article was published, and the 
author of the article on Feron did not carry out his predecessor's undertaking. 
It is to be presumed that Walckenaer would have exhibited the facts set out 
above. Alfred de Lacaze, in his article on Flinders in the NotcxUe 
Biographie GiiUraU, rvii, 932, wrote that the excuses given for the im- 
prisonment of Flinders formed ' pauvres pretextes ' ; but declared that the 
seals put on Flinders' papers in Mauritius were ' loyalement respecte pendant 
les six ans que dura la captivite du navigatenr anglais.' That was true. It 
is a pleasure to acknowledge that all the references to Flinders which the 
author has seen in French works unanimously and strongly condemn the 
treatment of him, and do ample justice to bis splendid qualities. 
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events as far as relates to the Terra Napoleon coasts, 
the French charts are quite unlike those of Flinders. 
But contemporaries — knowing that Flinders' charts had 
been taken from him by Decaen, and that he had been 
held in captivity until the French could finish their work, 
and then, comparing his charts with Freycinet's, finding 
that parts of the coasts discovered by the English captain 
were well represented on the French charts, while other 
parts of the outline of Terra Australis were badly done or 
inadequate — not unnaturally drew the inference that 
the well-drawn sections were based upon drawings 
improperly acquired. If the chain of evidence was not 
complete, the violent racial animosities then prevalent 
moulded the missing links in the fervent heat of im- 
agination. 

But it is quite easy to account for the superior carto- 
graphy of the two gulfs and Kangaroo Island. Le 
Giographe visited this region twice. In April 1802, 
after meeting Flinders in Encounter Bay, Baudin sailed 
west, and endeavoured to penetrate the two gulfs. But 
his corvette drew too much water to permit him to go 
far, and he determined to give up the attempt, and to 
devote ' une seconde campagne ' to ' la reconnaissance 
complete de ces deux grands enfoncements.' ^ In Sydney, 
Governor King permitted him to purchase a small 
locally constructed vessel of Ught draught — called the 
Casuarina, because she was built of she-oak — with which 
to explore rivers and shallow waters. The command of 
this boat was entrusted to Lieutenant Louis de Freycinet, 

^ Voyage de Dicouvertes, iii. II. 
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the future cartographer and part historian of the expedi- 
tion ; and the charts of the two gulfs and Kangaroo 
Island were made by, or under the superintendence of, 
that officer. Freycinet was not with Le Geographe on 
her first cruise ia these waters, and was not responsible 
for the original drawings upon which his charts of the 
Terre Napoleon coasts eastward of Cape Jervis were 
fo\mded. But the fact that he surveyed the gulfs and 
Kangaroo Island on the second \isit, in 1803, is quite 
sufficient to account for the improved cartography of 
this region in the French atlas. Whatever we may 
thiTiTc of the part played by Freycinet in relation to 
Flinders and the history of the expedition, his professional 
ability was of a high character. All the charting work 
done by him, when he had not to depend upon the rough 
drawings of inferior men, was very good. His interest 
in scientific navigation was deep, and when, in 1817, 
he was given the command of a fresh French expedition, 
consisting of the Uranie and the Physicienne, the large 
foho atlas produced by hiTn indicated that he had 
studied the technicalities of his profession to excellent 
purpose. 

The superiority of the work done by Baudin's expedi- 
tion in the vicinity of the two gulfs, then, was not due 
to any fraudulent use of Flinders' material, but simply 
to the fact that there was a competent officer in charge 
of it at that time ; and there is nothing on the charts for 
which Freycinet was personally responsible to justify the 
behef that his work claiming to be original was not 
genuinely his own. When, in 1824, he published a second 
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edition of the Voyage de DScouverfes aux Terres Australes,^ 
he repudiated with quiet dignity the suggestion that the 
work of the Enghsh navigator had been plagiarised.^ 
Except for the Port PhUhp part of the work, we might 
fairly say that history has commonly done him and his 
confreres a serious injustice. 

But we have seen that, although Port PhUlip wels 
included in the French charts, and inside soundings were 
actually shown, neither the port nor the entrance was seen 
by the expedition. How was that information obtained ? 

Le Geographe and Le Naturaliste lay in Sydney harbour 
from June 20 to November 18, 1802, their afflicted crews 
receiving medical treatment, and their officers enjoying 
the hospitality of Governor King. Flinders and Lieu- 
tenant John Murray, who discovered Port PhiUip, were 
both there during part of the same time. It was then 
that the French learnt of the existence of the great 
harbour of which Baudin was ignorant when he met 
Flinders in Encotmter Bay ; and it is highly probable 
that by some means they obtained a copy of the chart 
which they saw. 

' In octavo volumes ; the first edition vras in quarto. 

' 'C'est assez,' he wrote, 'repousserdesaccusationsodieuseset envenim^es, 
fondles sur des idees chim^riques, avec absence de toute espece de preuve. 
Le temps, qui calme les passions humaines et permet toujours i la v^rite de 
reprendre ses droits, fera justice d'accusations conyues avec Ugeret^ et 
soutenues avec inconvenance. Peron et Flinders sont morts ; I'un et I'autre 
ont des titres certains k notre estime, a notre admiration ; ils vivront, ainsi 
que leurs travaux, dans la m^moire des hommes, et les nuages que je 
cherche k dissiper auront disparu sans retour ' (vol. i., Preface, p. xi). 
One cannot but be touched by that appeal ; but at the same time it is to be 
observed that in the very preface in which he made it, Freycinet did far less 
than justice to the work of Flinders. 
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Grounds for stating that that is a probability vdll 
be advanced a little later. But let us first see how the 
drawing of Port Phillip that does appear on the Terre 
Napoleon charts got there. 

It was taken, as Freycinet acknowledged/ from a 
manuscript chart prepared on the English ship Armision, 
in 1804. In 1806 the French frigate La Piedmontoise 
captured the British ship Fame. Amongst the papers 
found on board was this manuscript chart. It so hap- 
pened that one of the of&cers of La Piedmontoise was 
Lieutenant Charles Baudin des Ardennes, who had been 
a junior ofEicer on Le Naiuraliste from 1800-4. (He was 
no relative of Captain Baudia. The family of Baudin 
des Ardennes was very weU known ia France ; and this 
officer became a distinguished French admiral.) He took 
possession of the manuscript, and handed it over to 
Freycinet, who made use of it in preparing his charts. 

Probably it was a very rough chart ; but even so, if 
Freycinet had had anything hke a drawing of Port 
P hilli p made on Le Geographe, he would have turned out 
a better piece of work. Not only is the outline very 
defective, but the ' lay ' of the Xepean peninsular is so 
grossly wrong that this alone would suffice to show that 
Freydnet did not merely correct his chart with the aid 
of that captured from the Fame, but that the whole 
drawing of Port P hilli p was fitted in, like a patch. How- 
ever ill a navigator may draw, he always knows whether 
a coast along which he is sailing runs west or north-west. 
A mariner's apprentice would know that. But on the 

' Voyage de Dicmfoertes, iiL 430. 
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Terre Napoleon charts, the peninsular lies due east and 
west, whereas in reality, as the reader will see by reference 
to any good map, it has a decidedly north-westerly 
inclination. The patch was not well put on. The 
consequence of this bad cobbling was to give a box-Mke, 
rectangular appearance to the bay, utterly unlike the 
reality. The east and west sides were carried about as 
far as Momington and St. Leonards respectively, in two 
nearly straight and parallel lines ; Swan Bay and Swan 
Island were missed altogether ; and the graceful curve 
of the coast round by Sorrento and Dromana — a curve 
most grateful to the eye on a day when sea and sky are 
blue, and the silver sands and white cliffs shine in the 
clear hght — was tortured into a sharp bend. It was 
a very rough bit of work. 

The fact that an expedition sent out for discovery 
purposes, and which named a considerable extent of the 
coast-line traversed after the Emperor who had enabled 
it to be despatched, had to depend upon a manuscript 
accidentally obtained from a captured British merchant 
ship for a chart of the principal port in the territory 
so flauntingly denominated, hardly calls for comment. 
But even when we are in possession of this information, 
we are still left in some doubt as to whether the French 
had not some sort of a drawing of Port Phillip before they 
left Sydney. Otherwise the course pursued by their 
commodore after quitting that port is quite unaccount- 
able. The following reasons induce that beUef. 

When Baudin bade an affectionate and grateful farewell 
to Governor King at Sydney on November 18, he sailed 
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direct to King Island, which is situated in Bass Strait, 
on the 40th parallel of south latitude, about midway 
between the south-east of Cape Otway and the north- 
west comer of Tasmania. Le Geographe was accompanied 
by Le Naturaliste and the little Casuarina. A camp was 
established on the island, which was fully charted. 
Baudin had missed it on his former voyage, though he 
had sailed within a few nules of it. It wiU be remembered 
that when Flinders conversed with him in Encounter 
Bay, and ' inquired concerning a large island said to lie 
in the western entrance of Bass Strait,' Baudin said he 
had not seen it, ' and seemed to doubt much of its 
existence.' ^ But Flinders found it easily enough, and 
spent a little time there before entering Port Philhp. 
It was doubtless this inquiry of Flinders that induced 
Baudin to msirk down on his chart a purely fictitious 
island far westward of the actual one, and to inscribe 
against it the words, ' it is believed that an island exists 
in this latitude.' ^ 

As Baudin afterwards foimd the real island, it is curious 
that the imaginary one should have been kept upon his 
chart ; but there is a reason for that also. While the 
French lay at King Island, most of the work done up to 
date — geographical, zoological, and other — was collected 
and sent back to France on Le Naturaliste ; Le Geographe 
and the Casuarina remaining to finis h the exploratory 
voyage. Le Naturaliste sailed for Europe on December 16, 

1 Flinders, Voyage, i. 1 88. 

* ' On croit qu'il existe une fie par cette latitude.' See the chart, a little 
west of Cape Bridgewater (Cap Duquesne). 
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and entered the port of Havre on June 6, 1803. Had 
Baudin lived to return to France, and to supervise the 
completion of the charts, it is most probable that he would 
have erased the island which was merely supposed, as 
he had since charted the real one ; but Freycinet, not 
having been present at the meeting with Flinders, and 
knowing nothing of the reason which induced Baudin 
to set it down, left it there — a quaint Uttle fragment of 
corroboration of the truth of Flinders' narrative of the 
Encounter Bay incident. 

Now, when at the end of December Le Geographe and 
the Casuarina sailed from King Island — the naturalists 
having in the interval profitably enjoyed themselves 
in collecting plants, insects, and marine specimens — they 
made direct for Kangaroo Island, four himdred miles 
away, to resume the work which had been commenced in 
the gulfs in the previous April and May. The whole of 
the movements of the ships up to this time are to be 
read in the printed logs appended to volume iii. of the 
Voyage de Decouvertes. Baudin made no call at Port 
Phillip, nor did one of his three vessels visit the harbour 
either before or after reaching King Island. But by this 
time Baudin knew all about the port, and it is surely 
difficult to suppose that he would have sailed straight 
past it in December unless at length he had it marked on 
his rough charts. His officers knew about it too, though 
none of them had seen it ; for Captain Hamelin of 
Le Naturaliste reported when he reached Paris, that, 
as he left King Island, he met and spoke to ' an 
English goelette on her way to Port Philips [sic], S.E. 
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coast.' ^ It was the Cumberland, Lieutenant Charles 
Robbins, bound on a mission to be explained later. 

It seems reasonable to assume that when Le Naturaliste 
sailed for France on December i6, and the two other ships 
for Kangaroo Island later in the same month, Baudiu 
was quite satisfied that he had in his possession as 
complete a representation of the whole of the Terre 
Napoleon coasts westward to the gulfe, as would justify 
bim in resuming the work from that situation. Clearly, 
then, he obtained a Port Phillip drawing of some kind 
before he left Sydney. 

From what source could Baudin have obtained such a 
chart, however rough and partial ? 

Up to the time when he lay at Port Jackson, only two 
ships had ever entered Port PhiUip. These were the 
Lady Nelson, under Murra5^s conunand, in February 1802 
— the harbour having been discovered in the previous 
month — and the Investigator, imder Flinders, in April 
and May. No other keels had, from the moment of the 
discovery until Baudin's vessels finally left these coasts, 
breasted the broad expanse of waters at the head of which 
the great city of Melbourne now stands. The next 
ship to pass the heads was the Cumberland, which, early 
in 1803, entered with Surveyor Grimes on board, to make 
the first complete survey of the port. But by that time 
Baudin was far away. From one or other of the two 
available sources, therefore, Baudin must have obtained 
a drawing, assuming that he did obtain one in Sydney ; 
and if he did not, his sailing past the port, when he had 

' Monittur, 27 Thermidor. 
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an opportunity of entering it in December, was surely 
as extraordinary a piece of wilful negligence as is to be 
found in the annals of exploration. 

It is possible that Baudin or one of his ofi&cers saw 
some drawing made on the Lady Nelson. If they saw 
one made by Murray himself, it is not likely to have 
been a very good one. Murray was not a skilled carto- 
grapher. Governor King, who liked him, and wished to 
secure promotion for him, had to confess in writing to 
the Duke of Portland, that he did not " possess the 
qualities of an astronomer and surveyor,' which was 
putting the matter in a very friendly fashion. If a chart 
or crude drawing by Murray had been obtained, Freycinet 
might stiU be glad to get the Fame chart which he used. 

Both in his book and his correspondence Flinders 
mentions having shown charts to Baudin ; and though 
the French commodore did not reciprocate by showing 
any of his work to Flinders, we may fairly regard that 
as due to reluctance to challenge comparisons. Fhnders 
was without a rival in his generation for the beauty, 
completeness, and accuracy of his hydrographical work, 
and Captain Baudin's excuses probably sprang from 
pride. The reason he gave was that his charts were to 
be finished in Paris. But there was nothing to prevent 
his showing the preliminary drawings to Flinders ; and 
as a fact he had shown them to King. If Flinders had 
had a sight of them he would have detected at a glance 
the absence of any indication of Port Phillip. But we 
learn from the Moniteur of 27 Thermidor, an xi. (August 
15, 1803), which published a progress report of the 
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expedition, that the charts sent home by Baudin were 
very rough. Part of the coast was described as being 
■ figuree assez grossierement et sans details.' 

Flinders, it should be explained, did not publish the 
chart which he made when he entered Port P hillip with 
the Investigator, because by the time when he was pre- 
paring his work for pubhcation, a copy of the complete 
survey chart made by Grimes had been supplied to 
him by the Admiralty. He used Grimes's drawing in 
preference to his own — acknowledging the authorship, 
of course — ^because when he found Port P hillip he was 
not in a position to examine it thoroughly. His suppHes, 
after his long voyage, had become depleted, and he could 
not delay. 

It is most likely that the French learnt of the existence 
of Port P hilli p from Flinders, though not at aU likely 
that they were able to obtain a copy of his drawing. If 
Baudin got one at all, it must have been Murray's. 

Freycinet did not acknowledge on any of his charts 
the source whence he obtained his Port Phillip drawing. 
Obviously, it would have been honest to do so. All he 
did was to insert two hues at the bottom of the page in 
that part of volume iii. dealing with navigation details, 
where very few readers would observe the reference. 

There remains the question : Why did General Decaen 
keep Flinders' third log-book when restoring to him all 
his other papers ? The reason suggested by Flinders 
hims elf is probably the right one : that the governor 
retained it in order that he might be better able to 
justify himself to Napoleon in case he was blamed for 
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disregarding the passport. He ' did not choose to have 
his accusations disproved by the production either of 
the original or of an authenticated copy.' It is difficult 
to see what other motive Decaen can have had. The 
sheer cantankerous desire to annoy and injure a man 
who had angered him can hardly have been so strong 
within him as even to cause a disregard of the common 
proprietary rights of his prisoner. The book could have 
been of no use to Decaen for any other purpose. Its 
contents had no bearing on the Terre Napoleon coasts, 
as they related to a period subsequent to FUnders' 
voyage there. Doubtless the book showed why the 
Cumberland called at Mauritius, but the reason for that 
was palpable. The idea that a leaky twenty-nine ton 
schooner, with her pumps out of gear, could have put 
into Port Louis with any aggressive intent against the 
great French nation, which had a powerful squadron 
under Admiral Linois in the Indian Ocean, was too absurd 
for consideration. But Decaen was plainly hunting for 
reasons for detaining Flinders, and it is possible that he 
found a shred of justification in the despatches which 
the Cumberland was carrying from Governor King to the 
British Government ; though the protracted character 
of the imprisonment, after every other member of the 
ship's company had been set free, cannot have been due 
to that motive. 

It is most probable that representations made to 
Decaen by P6ron, before Le GSographe sailed, had an effect 
upon the mind of the governor which induced him to 
regard siny ship flsong the British flag as an enemy to 
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French policy. Peron, from what he had seen of the 
growth of Port Jackson, and from the prompt audacity 
and pugnacious assertiveness of an incident which 
occurred at King Island — to be described in the ninth 
chapter — ^had conceived an inflated idea of the enormity 
of British pretensions in the southern hemisphere. He 
was convinced that, using the Sydney settlement as a 
base of operations, the British intended to dominate the 
whole Pacific Ocean, even to the degree of menacing the 
Spanish colonies of South America. On 20th Frimaire, 
an xii. (December 11, 1803), four days before Le 
Giographe sailed from the island, Peron set his views on 
paper in a report to Decaen, stating that his interviews 
with officers, magistrates, clergymen, and other classes of 
people in Sydney, had convinced him that his anticipa- 
tions were well founded. He pointed out that already 
the English were extending their operations to the 
Sandwich, Friendly, Society, Navigator, and other 
islands of the South Pacific ; that at Norfolk Island 
they had a colony of between fifteen hundred and sixteen 
hundred people, and found its timber to be of great 
value for shipbuilding ; and that gradually the British 
Government, by extending their military posts and 
trading stations across the ocean, would sooner or later 
establish themselves within striking distance of Chili 
and Peru.^ Peron pointed to the poUtical insecurity of 

' Peron's report to General Decaen is given in JL Henii Prentont's valu- 
able tieatise, L'lk de Frame sous Dteaen, 1803-10 ; essai sur la foUtiqut 
cohmaJe du premier empire, Paris, 1901, p. 380. H. Prentont's book is 
extremely fair, and, based as it is mainly npon the voluminoas papers of 
General Decaen, preserved in bis native town of Caen, is anthoritative. 
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the Spanish-American colonies, and predicted that the 
outbreak of revolution in them, possibly with the con- 
nivance of the English, would further the deep designs 
of that absorbent and dominating nation.^ 

Decaen was pondering over P6ron's inflammatory 
memorandum when the lame httle Cumberland staggered 
into Port Louis. Here, a victim ready to hand, was one 
of the instruments of the extension of British dominion, 
the foremost explorer in the service of the British Crown. 
True, Flinders had a passport from the French Govern- 
ment, but it was made out, not for the Cumberland but 
for the Investigator. To take advantage of such a point, 
when the Investigator had had to be abandoned as un- 
seaworthy, was manifestly to seize the flimsiest pretext 
for imprisoning the man whom the winds and waves 
had brought within his power.^ But Decaen was in the 
temper for regarding the English navigator as a spy, and 
he imprisoned him first and looked for evidence to justify 
himself afterwards. He had just read P^ron's report ; 
and ' it was not unnatural,' says a learned French historian 
somewhat naively, ' that the Captain-General should 
attribute to the EngHsh savant the intention of playing 
at Port Louis the role that our naturalist had played at 
Port Jackson.' 8 The imputation is unjust to Peron, 
who had not ' spied ' in Port Jackson, because the English 
there had manifested no disposition to conceal. Nothing 

' A French author of later date, Pr^vost-Paradol {La France Nouvelle, 
published in 1868), predicted that some day ' a new Monroe doctrine would 
forbid old Europe, in the name of the United States of Australia, to put foot 
upon an isle of the Pacific.' 

'' ' C'itait une chicane,' says M. Henri Prentout, p. 382. ' Ibid. 
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that he reported was what the Government had wished 
him not to see ; they had helped him to see all that he 
desired ; and his preposterous poUtical inferences, though 
devoid of foundation, hardly amounted to a positive 
breach of hospitality. Besides, had Decaen feared that 
the release of Flinders would be dangerous because he 
might report the weak state of the defences of the island, 
the same would have applied to the liberation of the 
junior officers and men of the Cumberland. They, how- 
ever, were permitted to return to England after a brief 
period of detention. 

Decaen also alleged that Flinders was personally rude 
to him in presenting himself before him ' le chapeau sur 
la t6te.' Flinders was undoubtedly smarting under a 
sense of wrong at the time, but discomtesy was by 
no means a feature of his character ; and to imprison 
a man for six and a half years for not taking his hat 
off would have been queer conduct from a son of the 
Revolution ! 

But Decaen's reasons for his treatment of his captive 
were not consistent with themselves. He gave quite 
another set in a report to his Government, alleging 
that the detention of Flinders was justified as a measure 
of reprisals on account of the action of the English at 
Pondicherry and the Cape ; and, entirely in the manner 
of a man looking for a shred of justification for doing the 
unjustifiable, he alleged that vigorous aggressive action 
on his part was necessary, because it was evident to bitn 
that the English meant to absorb the whole commerce of 
the Indian Ocean, the Pacific, and the China Sea, basing 
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his statements on the report of P6ron, of which he sent 
a copy to Paris. Not only did he represent that the 
British intended to annihilate French power in India, 
and supplant Spanish authority in South America, but 
he regarded their repeated visits to Timor, their action in 
regard to Java in 1798, and their establishment at Penang, 
off the Malay Peninsular, as clear evidence that the 
' greedy and devouring jaws ' of the EngHsh lion were 
ready to swallow the Dutch East Indies likewise. How 
these nefarious designs afforded a reason for imprisoning 
Matthew Flinders is not apparent ; but Decaen was 
pleading for the despatch of troops to enable him to 
make an effective attack upon the English in India,^ 
and he seemed to suppose that the holding up of the 
explorer would give satisfaction ia Paris, and further 
the accomplishment of his plans. 

In October 1810, only three months after the liberation 
of Flinders, the Isle of France was closely blocaded by 
a British squadron imder Vice-Admiral Bertie. In 
December, General Decaen agreed to capitulate, and 
Major-General Abercromby took possession of the island, 
which has ever since been a British dependency. It is 
unfortunate that the British officers did not at this time 
remember that Decaen had kept FUnders' third log- 
book. He had written to Vice-Admiral Bertie from the 
Cape of Good Hope, in July 1810, requesting that ' if 
any occurrences should put General Decaen within his 
power,' he would demand the volume from him. But 
the request was overlooked, ' in the tumult of events,' 

' Prentout, p. 383. 
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when the capitulation took place.^ It is, however, 
significant of the honour in which naval men held the 
intrepid navigator, that after the capitulation the 
British officers refused to dine with Decaen, on account 
of his treatment of Flinders.* It was not the first time 
that gentlemen wearing the naval uniform of England 
had refused to eat at his table. 

On January 6, 1811, a French schooner was captured 
bearing despatches from France. Amongst them was a 
despatch informing Decaen that Napoleon had super- 
seded him in the governorship.* Before he could obey 
the summons to France, the British had captured the 
island and sent him home. It is scarcely hkely that the 
Emperor's order of recall was due to disapproval of 
Decaen's conduct in continuing Flinders' imprisonment 
after the French Government had ordered his release, 
although there is in existence a decree signed by Napoleon, 
dated March 11, 1806, ' authorising the Minister of 
Marine to restore his ship to Captain Flinders of the 
English schooner Cumberland.'* As FUnders was not 
released till July 1810, Decaen certainly did disregard the 
Emperor's command for three years — from July 1807, 

^ Flinders, letter to the Admiralty, in Historical Records cf New South 
Wales, viL 529. 

^ Souvenirs d'un vieax colon, qaoted by Frentout, p. 56o. 

' Naval Chronicle, toL xrv. 337. 

* The document is in the ArchiTes Nationales, Paris (AP. iv. pL 1260, 
n. 47). The anther is indebted for this fact to Dr. Charles Schmidt, the 
archivist at the Archives Xationales, throngh the courtesy of Mr. F. M. 
Bladen, of the Public Library, Sydney. Dr. Schmidt has also supplied the 
informiation that this is ' the only document concerning Captain FUnders in 
our possession.' 'Concerning the voyages of Peron and Freydnet, I have 
found nothing in the Archives,' he adds. 



DID THE FRENCH USE FLINDERS' CHARTS? 119 

when the decree was received by him, though it is to be 
remembered that he restored the trunk of papers in the 
very next month (August). But Napoleon had signified 
to Decaen's aide-de-camp, Barois — who was sent to 
France in 1804 with special instructions to mention the 
Flinders affair to the Emperor — that he approved of what 
the general had done ; ^ and Napoleon was scarcely likely 
to be gravely concerned about the calamities of an 
English sea captain at that particular time. It is true 
that between 1804 and the release. Sir Joseph Banks and 
other influential men in the world of learning had been 
active in urging the liberation of the navigator. The 
venerable Bougainville was one of these. It is also true 
that Napoleon prided himself on his interest in scientific 
work. But Decaen had been a good servant, placed in a 
difficult situation, where there was much responsibility 
and little glory to be won ; and even if the Emperor had 
felt annoyed at the disregard of orders, the matter did 
not affect his major Unes of policy, and Decaen was safe 
in reckoning that the Imperial displeasure would not 
be severely displayed. But why he risked giving offence 
to Napoleon at aU by the disregard of orders, there is, 
it would seem, nothing in Decaen's papers to show. 
M. Prentout, who has studied them carefully, is driven 
back on the suggestion that the prolongation of the 
captivity was due to ' entetement ' — stubbornness. 
But it cost the administration four hundred and fifty 
francs per month to maintain Flinders,^ and it seems 

' Prentout, p. 393. 'Napolion parut approuver les raisons que Barois 
invoquait pour justifier la conduite de Decaen.' * Prentout, p. 382. 
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improbable, when the finances of the island were difficult 
to adjust and severe economies were enforced, that 
Decaen, an economical man, would have kept up this 
expense year after year, disregarding alike the protests 
of the prisoner, the demands of Lord WeUesley and 
Admiral PeUew, and later, the direct orders of the 
French Government, unless some influence were at work 
and some practical interest furnished a motive. The 
obstinacy of Decaen is not a sufficient reason. We 
know, however, that it suited Freycinet very well to have 
FUnders detained till he could get his own charts ready, 
and that his atlas was precipitately published in the first 
instance. The coimection between these occurrences 
and Decaen's cruel perversity must, in the absence of 
clear proof, be bridged by inference, if at aU. 

Napoleon was, however, a soldier after all — ^much else 
as well, but a soldier first and foremost ; and so was 
Decaen. When the general returned to France, his 
Imperial master had xurgent need for stem, stubborn, 
fighting men of his type. He submitted to a court- 
martial ^ in reference to the surrender of Mauritius, but 
was exonerated. The discretion that he had exercised 
in not obeying the decree for the Uberation of Flinders 
was evidently not made the ground of serious complaint 
against him, for in 1813 we find bim commanding the 
army of Catalonia, participating gallantly in the cam- 
paign of the Pjnrenees, and distinguishing himself at 
Barcelona under Marshal Suchet. For this service he 
was made a Comte of the Empire. When Napoleon 

' ' Un conseil d'enquete ' {Biographic Universelle, x. 24B). 
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was banished to Elba the Comte Decaen donned the 
white cockade, and took service under Louis xviii., but 
on the return of his old master he, like Ney and some 
other of the tough warriors of the First Empire, forswore 
his fidelity to the Bourbons. He was one of the generals 
left to guard the southern frontiers of France while 
Napoleon played his last stake for dominion in the 
terrific war game that ended with the cataclysm of 
Waterloo. That event terminated Decaen's military 
course. For a while he was imprisoned, but his Ufe 
was not taken, as was that of the gallant Ney; and in 
a few months he was Uberated at the instance of the 
Duchesse d'Angoul6me. Thenceforth he lived a colour- 
less, quiet, penurious life in the vicinity of his native 
Caen, regretting not at all, one fancies, the ruin of the 
useful career of the enterprising Enghsh navigator. 
His poverty was honourable, for he had handled large 
funds during the Consulate and Empire ; and there is 
probably as much sincerity as pathos in what he said to 
Soult and Gouvion-Saint-Cyr in his declining days, that 
nothing remained to him after thirty years of honourable 
service and the occupancy of high offices, except the 
satisfaction of having at aU times done his duty. He 
died in 1832. His official papers fill no fewer than one 
hundred and forty-nine volumes and are preserved in 
the library of the ancient Norman city whose name he 
bore as his own. 
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CHAPTER VI 

THE MOTIVES OF BONAPARTE 

Did Bonaparte desire to establish French colonial dominions in 
Australia ? — The case stated. 

WE will now turn to quite another aspect of the 
Terra Napoleon story, and one which to many 
readers will be more fruitful in interest. An 
investigation of the work of Baudin's expedition on the 
particular stretch of coast to which was apphed the name 
of the most potent personage in modem history has 
necessarily demanded dose appUcation to geographical 
details, and a minute scrutiny of claims and occur- 
rences. We enter into a wider historical realm when we 
begin to consider the motives which led Bonaparte to 
despatch the expedition of 1800-4. Here we are no longer 
confined to shores which, at the time when we are con- 
cerned with them, were the abode of desolation and the 
nursery of a sohtude uninterrupted for untalhed ages, 
save by the screams of innumerable sea-birds, or, occasion- 
ally, here and there, by the corroboree cries of naked 
savages, whose kitchen-middens, feet thick with shells, 
still betray the places where they feasted. 

We wish to know why Bonaparte, who had overturned 
the Directory by the audacity of Brumaire and hoisted 
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himself into the dominating position of First Consul 
in the year before Le Geographe and Le Natwraliste were 
sent to the South Seas, authorised the undertaking of 
that enterprise. Was it what it purported to be, an 
expedition of exploration, or was it a move in a cunning 
game of state-craft by a player whose board, as some 
would have us beHeve, was the whole planet ? Had 
Bonaparte, so soon after ascending to supremacy in the 
Government of France, already conceived the dazzling 
dream of a vast world-empire acknowledging his sway, 
and was this a step towards the achievement of it ? If 
not that, was he desirous by this means of striking a blow 
at the prestige of Great Britain, whose hero Nelson had 
smashed his fleet at the NUe two years before ? Or had 
he ideals in the direction of establishing French colonial 
dominions in southern latitudes, and did he desire to 
obtain accurate information as to where the tricolour 
might most advantageously be planted ? It ought to 
be possible, out of the copious store of available material 
relative to Napoleon's era, to form a sound opinion on this 
fascinating subject. But we had better resolve to have 
the material before we do formulate a conclusion, and not 
jump to one regardless of evidence, or the lack of it. 

In this inquiry very little assistance is given to the 
student by those classical historians of the period to 
whose voluminous writings reference might naturally be 
made. There is not, for example, the sUghtest allusion to 
Baudin's expedition or the Terre Napoleon incidents in 
Thiers' twenty-tomed Histoire du Consulat et de l' Empire ; 
nor can the reader get much assistance from consulting 
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many British works on the same epoch. An endeavour 
has, however, been made to set the facts in their right 
perspective, by a brilliant contemporary English historian. 
Dr. John Holland Rose, somewhat curtly in his Revolu- 
tionary and Napoleonic Era, but more fully in his Life of 
Napoleon^ The present writer, after an independent 
study of the facts, is unable to share Dr. Holland Rose's 
view, as will presently appear; but the desire being 
less to urge an opinion than to present the case in its 
true relations, it will be convenient to state Dr. Rose's 
presentment of it before proceeding to look at it from 
other aspects. 

' The unknown continent of Austraha,' sajTS the 
historian, ' appealed to Napoleon's imagination, which 
pictured its soUtudes transformed by French energy into 
a second fatherland.' Bonaparte had ' early turned his 
eyes to that land.' He took a copy of Cook's voyages 
with him to Egypt, and no sooner was he firmly installed 
as First Consul, than he ' planned with the Institute of 
France a great French expedition to New Holland.' 
It is represented that the Terre Napoleon maps show that 
■ under the guise of being an emissary of civilisation. 
Commodore Baudin was prepared to claim half the 
continent for France.' * Indeed, his inquiry ' about the 

^ Life of Napoktm, i. 379-383. Still later, in his lecture on 'England's 
Commercial Struggle with Napoleon,' included in the Lectures on the Nine- 
teenth Century, edited by F. A. Kirkpatrick (1908), Dr. Holland Rose 
pursues the same theme. 

* Ibid., p. 381. The Terre Napoleon region is far &om being half the 
continent of Australia, if that be what Dr. Holland Rose's words mean. 
One observes, by the way, a tendency on the part of English writers to use 
very small maps when speaking of the size of things in Australia. 
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extent of British claims on the Pacific coast was so 
significant as to elicit from Governor King the reply 
that the whole of Van Diemen's Land and of the coast 
from Cape Howe on the south of the mainland to Cape 
York on the north, was British territory.' The facts 
relative to the awakening of suspicion in Governor 
King's mind — to be discussed hereafter — are likewise 
stated ; together with those affecting the settlements 
of Hobart and Port Phillip ; and it is concluded that 
' the plans of Napoleon for the aquisition of Van Diemen's 
Land and the middle of Australia, had an effect hke that 
which the ambition of Montcalm, Dupleix, Lally, and 
Perron has exerted on the ultimate destiny of many a 
vast and fertile territory.' ^ 

These passages submit with definiteness the view that 
Bonaparte, in 1800, despatched Baudin's ships from 
motives of pohtical policy. He had ' plans ' for the 
acquisition of territory in Australia ; he wished to found 
a ' second fatherland ' for the French ; Baudin was 
' prepared to claim half the continent for France.' Now, 
the reader who turns to Dr. HoUand Rose's book ^ for 



' Ibid. , p. 382. One or two errors of fact may as well be indicated. 
Murray's discovery of Port Phillip was made in 1802, not in 1801, as stated 
on p. 380 of the Life of Napoleon ; the title of Flinders' book was not ' A 
Voyage of Discovery to the Australian Isles' (p. 381), but A Voyage to Terra 
Australis; Bass, the discoverer of the Strait bearing his name, was not a 
lieutenant (p. 380), but a surgeon on H.M.S. Reliance. The Freycinet 
Peninsular, the French name of which is mentioned as being 'still retained' 
(p. 381), is not, it should be understood, on the Terre Napoleon coast at 
all, but in Eastern Tasmania. Dr. Rose's error as to the retention of other 
French names has been dealt with in Chapter IV. 

° He who turns to it without reading it through will miss an opulent 
source of profit and pleasure. 
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references to proofe of these statements, will be dis- 
appointed. The learned author, who is usually liberal 
in his citation of authorities, here confines himself to 
the Voyage de Decouvertes of Peron and Freycinet, the 
Voyage of Fhnders, and the collection of documents in 
the seven volumes of the Historical Records of New South 
Wales — all works of first-class importance, but none of 
them bearing out the broad general statements as to the 
First Consul's plans and intentions. Not a scrap of 
evidence is adduced from memoirs, letters, or state 
papers. To represent Napoleon as obsessed with mag- 
nificent ideas of universal dominion, scanning, like 
Milton's Satan from the mountain height, the immensity 
of many realms, and aspiring to rule them all — to do 
this is to present an enthralling picture, inflaming the 
imagination of the reader ; and, perhaps, of the writer 
too. But we must beware of drawing an inference 
and painting it to look like a fact; we must regard 
historical data through the clear white glass of criticism, 
not through the coloured window of a gorgeous 
generalisation. 

The remainder of our task, then, shall be devoted to 
examining the origins of Baudin's expedition. We will 
inquire into the instructions given to the conamander ; we 
will follow his vessels with a careful eye to any incidents 
that may point to ulterior political purposes ; we will 
have regard to the suspicions engendered at the time, 
how far they were justifiable, and what consequences 
followed from them ; we will search for motives ; 
and we will look at what the expedition did, in case 
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there should by any chance thereby be disclosed any 
hint of an aspiration towards territorial acquisition. 
We will try to regard the evidence as a whole, the object 
being — as the object of all honest historical inquiry 
must be — to ascertain the truth about it, freed from 
those jealousies and prejudices which, so freely deposited 
at the time, tend to consohdate and petrify until, as 
with the guano massed hard on islets in Australasian 
seas, it is difficult to get at the sohd rock beneath for 
the accretions upon it, and sometimes not easy to dis- 
criminate rock from accretion. 
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CHAPTER VII 

GENESIS OF BAUDIN'S EXPEDITION 

Baudin's one of a series of French expeditions — The building up 
of the map of Australia — Early map-makers — Terra Australis — 
Dutch navigators — Emmerie MoUineux's map — Tasman and 
Dampier — The Petites Lettres of Maupertuis — De Brosses and 
his Histoire des Navigations aux Terres Australes — French 
voyages that originated from it — Bougainville ; Marion- 
Dufresne ; La Perouse ; Bruni Dentrecasteaux — Voyages sub- 
sequent to Baudin's — The object of the voyages scientific and 
exploratory — The Institute of France and its proposition — 
Received by Bonaparte with interest — Bonaparte's interest in 
geography and travel — His authorisation of the expedition — 
The Committee of the Institute and their instructions — Fitting 
out of the expedition — Le Giographe and Le Naturalists — The 
staff — Francois Peron — Captain Nicolas Baudin. 

FRENCH interest in southern exploration did 
not commence nor did it cease with the 
expedition of 1800-4. We fall into a radical 
error if we regard that as an isolated endeavour. It 
was, in truth, a link in a chain : one of a series of efforts 
made by the French to solve what was, during the 
eighteenth century, a problem with which the scientific 
intellect of Europe was much concerned. 

The tardy and piecemeal fashion in which definiteness 
was given to southern latitudes on the map of the world 
makes a ctuious chapter in the history of geographical 
research. After the ships of Magellan and Drake had 
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circumnavigated the globe, and a very large part of 
America had been mapped, there still lay, south of the 
tracks of those adventurers who rounded the Horn 
and breasted the Pacific, a region that remained un- 
known — a Terra Austrahs, Great Southern Continent, 
or Terra Incognita as it was vaguely and variously 
termed. Map-makers, having no certain data concerning 
this vast unchartered area, commonly sprawled across the 
extremity of the southern hemisphere a purely fanciful 
outline of imaginary land. Terra Australis was the 
playgroimd of the cartographers of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries. They seemed to abhor blank 
spaces. Some of the most beautiful of the old maps 
make the oceans busy with spouting whales, sportive 
dolphins, and galleons with bellying sails ; but what 
to do with the great staring expanse of vacancy at the 
bottom their authors did not know. So they drew a 
crooked line across the map to represent land, and stuck 
upon it the label Terra Australis, or one of the other 
designations just mentioned. The configuration of the 
territory on different maps did not agree, and not one 
of them signified a coast with anything like the form 
of the real Great Southern Continent. 

To the period of fancy succeeded that of patchwork. 
Came the Dutch, often blown out of their true course 
from the Cape of Good Hope to the Spice Islands, and 
stumbling upon the shores of Western Australia. To 
some such accident we probably owe the piece of improved 
cartography shown upon Emmerie Mollineux's map, 
which Hakluyt inserted in some copies of the second 
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edition of his Principal Navigations, and which Shake- 
speare is supposed to have had in mind when, ia a merry 
scene in Twelfth Night, he made Maria say of Malvolio 
ni. ii. 85) : ' He does snule his face into more lines than 
is in the new map with the augmentation of the Indies.' ^ 
This map marks an improvement, in the sense that an 
approach to the truth, probably founded on actual ob- 
servation, is an improvement on a large, comprehensive 
piece of guess work. Emmerie Hollineux expunged the 
imaginary region, and substituted a small tongue of land, 
shaped like a thimble. It was doubtless copied from 
some Dutch chart ; and though we must not look for 
precision of outline at so early a date, it is sufficient 
to show that some na%agator had seen, hereabouts, a 
real piece of Australia, and had made a note of what it 
looked Kke. It is not much, but, rightly r^arded, it is 
like the first gleam of Ught on the dark sky where the 
dawn is to paint its radiance. 

English Dampier (1686-88, and 1699-1701) and Dutch 
Tasman (1642-44) made the most substantial contribu- 
tions to the world's knowledge of the true form of 
Australia to be credited to any individual navigators 
before the coming of Cook, the greatest of aU. 

* See Bilr. Charles Coote's papei in Transactions of New Shaiespeart 
Society, 1877-79. He read the phrase ' augmentation of the Indies,' as refer- 
ring to this and some other additions to the map of the world, now for the 
first time shown. In those days, of course, ' the Indies ' meant pretty well 
everything oat of Europe, including America. It is curious that Flinders 
call^ the aboriginals whom he saw in Port PhiUip ' Indians.' Probably all 
coloured peoples were ' Indians ' to seamen even so late as his day. There 
is a fine copy of the map referred to in toL L of the 1903 edition of Haklnyt, 
edited by Prof. Walter Raleigh. 
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It is very strange that so long a period as a century and 
a half should have been allowed to lapse between Tasman's 
very remarkable voyage and Flinders' completion of the 
outline of Australia, and that three-quarters of a century 
should have separated the explorations of Dampier and 
Cook. Here, crooned over by her great gum forests, 
baring her broad breast of plains to the sun and moon, 
lay a land holding within her immense solitudes un- 
imaginable wealth ; genial in climate, rich in soU, abound- 
ing in mineral treasures, fit to be a home for happy, 
industrious millions. Yet, while avarice and enterprise 
schemed and fought for the west and the east, this 
treasury of the south remained unsolicited. It is not 
for us to regret that Australia was left for a race that 
knew how to woo her with affection and to conquer her 
with their science and their will, yet we can but wonder 
that fortune should have been so tardy and so reticent 
in disclosing a fifth division of the globe. 

While this piecing together of the outline of the con- 
tinent was proceeding, speculation was naturally rife 
among men of science as to what coimtries southern 
latitudes contained, and what their capabihties were. 
It was essentially a scientific problem awaiting solution ; 
and it is not surprising that the French, quick-brained, 
inquisitive, eager in pursuit of ideas, should have been 
active in this field. 

Their intellectual concern with South Sea discovery 
may be said to date from the publication of the Petites 
Lettres of Pierre Louis Moreau de Maupertuis. He was, 
Uke some of whom Browning has written, a ' person of 
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some importance in his day/ and his writings on physics 
are still mentioned with respect in works devoted to the 
history of science. But he is perhaps chiefly remembered 
as the savant whom Frederick the Great attracted to his 
court during a period of aloofness from the scintillating 
Voltaire, and who consequentiy became a writhing 
target for the jealous ridicule of that waspish wit. Poor 
Maupertuis, unhappy in his exit from life, would appear 
to have been restless after it, for his ghost is averred to 
have stalked in the hall of the Academy of Berlin, and 
to have been seen by a brother professor there, the 
remarkable phenomenon being solemnly recorded in the 
Transactions of that learned body.^ But of far more 
practical importance than the appearance of his perturbed 
shade, was the effect of his PetitesLettres, which suggested 
twelve projects for the advancement of knowledge, one 
of which was the promotion of discovery in the southern 
hemisphere. 

Shortiy after its publication, Maupertuis' proposition 
was discussed by a society of accomplished students 
meeting at Dijon, the ancient capital of Burgundy. A 
member of the Society to whom much deference was 
paid, was Charles de Brosses, lawyer, scholar, and 
President of the Parlement of the Province.* De Brosses 
was an industrious student and writer, the translator of 
SaUust into French, and author of several valuable 
historical and philological works, including a number of 

^ See Sir Walter Scott's Dammolegy and Witchcraft, Letter I. 

* The local parliaments were abolished in the reign of Louis xv., re- 
instated by Loois xvi., and finally swept away in the stormy demolition of 
ancient institutions to make ground for the constitution of 1791. 
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learned papers which may be read — or not — in the stout 
calf -bound quartos enshrining the records of the Academy 
of Inscriptions.^ He was also Voltaire's landlord at 
Toumay, and had a quarrel with him about a matter of 
firewood ; but De Brosses was a lawyer, whilst Voltaire 
was only a philosopher and a poet, so that of course the 
result was ' qu'U enrage d'avoir enfin a payer.' ^ 

The discussion at Dijon was more fruitful in results 
than such coUoquies usually are. De Brosses was 
especially struck with the utility of exploration in southern 
seas, and considered that the French nation should take 
the lead in such an endeavour. He spoke for a full hour 
in support of this particular suggestion of Maupertuis, 
and when he had finished his feUow-members assured 
him that what he had advanced was so novel and interest- 
ing that he would do well to expand his ideas into an 
essay, to be read at the next meeting. De Brosses did 
more : for he wrote two solid quarto volumes, published 
at Paris in 1756 — ' avec approbation et privilege du Roy,' 
as the title page says — in which he related all that he 
could learn about previous voyages to the south, and 
pointed out, with generous amplitude, in limpid, fluent 
French, the desirableness of pursuing further discoveries 
there. Incidentally he coined a useful word : to Monsieur 

' His papers in that regiment of tomes range over a period of fifty years, 
from 1746 to 1796. They deal chiefly with Roman history, and especially 
with points suggested by the author's profound study of Sallust. Gibbon 
pays De Brosses the compliment of quoting two of his works, and com- 
mends his 'singular diligence,' with emphasis on the adjective. (See 
Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Bury's edition, iv. 37, 
and vii. 168.) 

' Lanson's Voltaire, p. 139. 
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le President Charles de Brosses we owe the name 
' Australasia.' ^ 

A work written over one himdred and fifty years ago, 
recommending a project long since completed, can hardly 
be expected to be full of living interest. Yet this book 
of De Brosses, apart from the research which it evinced, 
was infused with a large, humane spirit that lifted it 
high above the level of a prospectus. The author had 
a sense of patriotism that looked beyond the aggrandise- 
ment that might accrue from extensive acquisitions, to 
the ideal of spreading French civihsation as a beneficent 
force. He wished his country to share in a great work 
of discovery that would redound to its glory as well as 
to its influence. Glory, he wrote, in a fine piece of French 
prose, is the dominant passion of kings ; but their coromon 
and inveterate error is to search for it in war — that is to 
say, in the reciprocal misfortunes of their subjects and 
their neighbours. But there never is any true glory for 
them imless the happiness of nations is the object of 
their enterprises. In the task which he recommended, 
the grandeur of the object was joined to utility. To 
augment the lands known to civilised mankind by a new 
world, and to enrich the old world with the nattu^ pro- 

1 De Brosses, Histoire des Navigations aux Terres AustrizUs, i. 426 and 
ii. 367. Max Miiller, in his Lectures on the Origin of Religion, p. 59, 
stated that De Brosses coined three valuable words, 'fetishism,' 'Polynesia,' 
and 'Australia.' He certainly did not originate the word Australia, which 
does not occur anywhere in his book. Quiros, in 1606, named one of the 
islands of the New Hebrides group Austrialia del Espiritu Santo, though be 
seems to have done so in compliment to Philip iii., who ruled Austria as 
well as Spain (see Markham, Voyages of Quiros, vol. i. p. xxx (Haklnyt 
Society)). ' Australasia ' was De Brosses' new name for a broad division of 
the globe. He derived it from the Latin australis=so\itheTn + Asia. 
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ducts of the new — this would be the effect of the fresh 
discoveries that he anticipated. What comparison could 
there be between such a project and the conquest — it 
might be the unjust conquest — of some ravaged piece 
of territory, of two or three fortresses battered by cannon 
and acquired by the massacre, the ruin, the desolation, 
and the regrets of the vanquished people ; bought, too, 
at a price a hundred times greater than would suffice 
for the entire voyage of discovery proposed. He pointed 
out that the task could only be taken in hand by a 
government ; it was too large for individuals. But 
the result was certain. In truth, to succeed in the 
complete discovery of the Terres Australes, it was not 
necessary to have any other end in view than success : 
it was simply necessary to employ proper means and 
sufficient forces. 

De Brosses discussed the probably most advantageous 
situation for settlement in the South Seas, though in 
doing so he was hampered by insufficient knowledge. 
Relying upon the reports of Tasman, he considered 
New Zealand and ' la terre de Diemen ' — that is, Tas- 
mania — too distant and too little known for an experi- 
ment ; whilst the narratives of Dampier did not make 
those parts of New Holland that he had visited — the 
west and north of Austraha — appear attractive. On the 
whole, he favoured the island to the east of Papua — 
New Guinea — ^known as New Britain (now New Pome- 
rania), and the Austrialia del Espiritu Santo of the 
Spanish navigator Quiros as very suitable. It is interest- 
ing to note that the present French settlements in the 
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New Hebrides embrace the latter island, whilst their 
possessions m the New Caledonia group are quite dose ; 
so that ultimately they have planted themselves on the 
very spot which a century and a half ago the savant 
of Dijon considered best fitted for them. De Brosses 
admitted that the establishinent of such settlements as 
he recommended would not be the work of a day. Great 
enterprises require great efforts. It is for individuals 
to measure years, he loftily said ; nations calculate by 
centuries. Powerful peoples must take extended views 
of things ; and kings, as their chiefs, animated by the 
desire of glory and the love of coimtry and of humanity, 
ought to consider themselves as personalities persisting 
alwa37s, and working for eternity.^ 

The devated tone of De Brosses' IxxJc was calculated 
to make a telling appeal to the French nation, with their 
love of edat and their ready receptivity. It was made, 
too, in the age of Voltaire, when the great man was Uving 
at Lausanne ; and when, too, another of equally enduring 
fame, Edward Gibbon, was, in the same neighbourhood, 
polishing those balanced periods in which he has related 
the degaieracy of the successors of the Caesars. It was 
an age of intellectual ferment. Rousseau was writing his 
Control Social (1760), the Encyclopedie was leavening 
Galhc thought. There was a particiilar proneness to 
accept fresh ideas ; a new sense of national consciousness 
was awakening. 

The effect of the President's work was almost immediate. 

^ The passages summaiised are to be found in De Biosses, L 4, 8, 11, 19; 
and iL 368, 380, and 383. 
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De Brosses published it in 1756 ; and in 1766 Louis de 
Bougainville sailed from France in command of La 
Boudeuse and L'£toile on a voyage aroimd the world.* 
A eulogy pronounced on De Brosses before the Academy 
of Inscriptions by Dupuy^ hardly put the case too 
strongly when it was said that before he died he had 
the satisfaction to see in Europe men animated by his 
spirit, who had gone forth, braving the risks of a long 
voyage, to make discoveries ; though the prophecy that 
centuries to come would doubtless count to his glory 
the achievements of navigators has not been verified. 
The world is perhaps too httle inclined to accord to him 
who promulgates an idea the praise readily bestowed 
upon those who realise it. 

Bougainville discovered the Navigator Islands, re- 
discovered the Solomon group, and was only just fore- 
stalled by the Englishman, Wallis, in the discovery of 
Tahiti. He produced a book of travel which may be 
read with scarcely less interest than the wonderful work 
of his contemporary. Cook. 

The voyage of Nicholas Marion-Dufresne (1771) 
differed from the other French expeditions of the series 
in that one of the ships belonged to the commander, and 
part of the cost was sustained by him. He was fired 
by a passion for exploration, which led him to propose 
that he should take out his vessel, Le Mascurin, in 
company with a ship of the navy, and that a grant should 

' See the Voyage du Monde par la frigate du Roi La Boudeuse et lajliite 
L'Aioileen 1766-7-8-9, by Louis de Bougainville, Paris, 1771. 
' Memoirs of the Academy of Inscriptions, xlii. 177. 



138 TERRE NAPOLfiON 

be made to him from the public funds. The French 
Government acquiesced, and gave him he Marquis de 
Castries. He did some exploring in southern Tasmania, 
but his career was cut short in New 2^ealand, where, in 
the Bay of Islands, he was lolled and eaten by Maories 
in 1772.^ One of the objects of the voyage was to take 
back to Tahiti a native woman, Aontouron, who had 
been brought to Paris by Bougainville to be shown at the 
court of Louis xv. ; but she died of smallpox en route. 

Again, in 1785, the expedition commanded by the ill- 
fated La Perouse sailed from France on a discovery 
voyage.* The appearance of his two ships. La Boussole 
and L' Astrolabe, in Port Jackson only a fortnight aifter 
Governor Phillip had landed in Botany Bay to establish 
the first British settlement in Australia, was an event not 
less surprising to the governor than to La Perouse, who 
had left France before colonisation was intended by the 
English Government, though he heard of it in the course 
of the voyage. The French navigator remained in the 
harbour from February 23 to March 10 {1788), on excellent 
terms with Phillip ; and then, sailing away to pursue his 
discoveries, ' vanished trackless into blue immensity, and 
only some momnful mysterious shadow of him hovered 
long in all heads and hearts.' His remark to Captain 
King, ' Mr. Cook has done so much that he has left me 
nothing to do but admire his work,' indicated the generous 
candour of his disposition. His fate after he sailed from 

' Rochoo, Nomeau Voyage a la Mtr du Sud, Patis, 1783. 
' See the Voyage de la Pirouse, ledige par M. L. A. Milet-Moieaa, vol. i., 
Paris, 1797. 
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Sydney remained a mystery for forty years. Flinders, on 
his voyage inside the Barrier Reef in 1802, kept a look- 
out for wreckage that might afford a key to the problem. 
He wrote : ' The French navigator La Perouse, whose 
unfortunate situation, if in existence, was always present 
to my mind, had been wrecked, as it was thought, some- 
where in the neighbourhood of New Caledonia ; and if so 
the remnants of his ships were hkely to be brought upon 
this coast by the trade winds, and might indicate the 
situation of the reef or island which had proved so fatal 
to him. With such an indication, I was led to beHeve in 
the possibility of finding the place ; and though the 
hope of restoring La Perouse or any of his companions 
to their country and friends could not, after so many 
years, be rationally entertained, yet to gain some 
knowledge of their fate would do away with the pain 
of suspense, and it might not be too late to retrieve 
some documents of their discoveries.' ^ The vigilance 
of Flinders to this end indicates the fascination which 
the mysterious fate of the French mariner had for 
seamen, until doubts were finally set at rest in 1827, 
when one of the East India Company's ships, under 
Captain Dillon, found at Manicolo, in the New Hebrides, 
traces of the wreckage of the vessels of La Perouse. 
Native tradition enabled the history of the end of the 
expedition to be ascertained. The French ships, on a 
dark and stormy night, were both driven on the reef, 
and soon pounded to match-wood. A few of the sailors 
got ashore, but most were drowned ; and the bulk of 

' Flinders, Voyage, ii. 48. 
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the remainder were lost in an unsuccessful attempt to 
make for civilised regions from the coral isolation of 
Manicolo. A monument to the memory of the gallant 
La Perouse, on the coast a few nules from Sydney, now 
fronts the Pacific whose winds wafted him to his doom, 
and beneath whose waters he found his grave. 

The next linV in the chain was furnished by the ex- 
pedition commanded by Bruni Dentrecasteaux, who, 
while the hurricane of the Revolution was raging, was 
despatched (1791) to search' for La Perouse. He made 
important discoveries on his o^v^l account,^ both on the 
mainland of Australia and in Tasmania; and though 
he found no trace of his predecessor, his own name is 
honourably remembered among the eminent navigators 
who did original work in Australasia. It was Dentre- 
casteaux' hydrographer, Beautemps Beaupre, whose 
charting of part of the southern coast of Australia 
was so highly praised by Flinders. 

The expeditions thus enumerated were all despatched 
before the era of Napoleon, and appreciation of their 
objects cannot therefore be complicated by doubts as to 
his Hachiavehian designs. BougainviUe's voyage, and 
that of Harion-Dufresne, were promoted under Louis xv., 
that of La Perouse under Louis x^n., and Dentrecas- 
teaux' imder the Revolutionary Assembly. Each was 
an expedition of discover^'. 

Next came the expedition commanded by Nicolas 
Baudin, with which we are mainly concerned, and which 

' Voyage de Dentrecasteaux, redige par 51. de Rossel, Paris, 1808 ; LabO- 
laidiere. Relation du Voyage a la Ruherche de la Pirouse, Paris, 1 80a 
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was despatched under the Consulate. It will presently 
be demonstrated that it did not differ in purpose from 
its predecessors, and that there is nothing to show that 
in authorising it Bonaparte had any other object than 
that professed. But before pursuing that subject, let 
it be made clear that French exploring expeditions to 
the South Seas were continued after the final overthrow 
of the Empire. 

In 1817, while Napoleon was mewed up in St. Helena, 
and a Bourbon once more occupied the throne of France 
as Louis XVIII., the ships Uranie and Physicienne were 
sent out under the command of Captain Louis de Frey- 
cinet, the cartographer of Baudin's expedition.^ They 
visited some of the scenes of former French exploits, and 
Freycinet took advantage of his position on the west 
coast to pull down and appropriate for the French 
Academy of Inscriptions the oldest memorial of European 
presence in Australia. That is to say, he took the plate 
put up by the Dutchman Vlaming in 1697, in place of 
that erected in 1616 by Dirk Haticks on the island bearing 
the name of ' Dirk Hartog,' to commemorate his visit 
in the ship Eendraghi' of Amsterdam.^ Freycinet had 
desired to take the plate when he was an ofi&cer on 
Le Naturaliste in July 1801, but Captain Hamelin, the 
commander, would not permit it to be disturbed. On 
the contrary, he set up a new post with the plate affixed 
to it, and expressed the opinion that to remove an 
interesting memorial that for over a century had been 

' Voyage autour du Monde, entrefrU par ordre du Roi, par Louis de Frey- 
cinet, Paris, 1827. ^ Ibid., i. 449, 
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spared by nature and by man, would be to commit a kind 
of sacril^e.^ Freydnet was not so scrupulous. 

Again, in 1824, the Baron de Bougainville, a son of the 
older navigator, and who as a junior officer had sailed 
with Baudin, took out the ships Thetis and Esp&rance 
on a voyage to the South Seas, for pm-ely geographical 
purposes ; * and still later, in 1826-28, during the reign of 
Charles x., Dumont d'UrviUe, in the Astrolabe, did valu- 
able exploratory work, especially in the Western Pacific.* 

The whole of these expeditions, with the partial 
exception of that of Marion-Dufresne, were conducted in 
ships of the French navy, commanded by French officers, 
supported by French funds, and their official records 
were published at the expense of the French Government. 
A certain unity of purpose characterised them ; and that 
purpose was as purely and truly directed to extend man's 
knowledge of the habitable earth as was that of any 
expedition that ever sailed under any flag. 

To attempt, therefore, to isolate Baudin's expedition 
from the series to which it rightiy belongs, simply because 
it was undertaken while Bonaparte was at the head of 
the State, is to convey a false idea of it. If there were 
any evidence to show that it differed from the others in 

' ' n efit peiis4 commettre tm sacril^e en gardant a son boid cette plaque 
respectee pendant pres de deux siecles par la nature et par les hommes qni 
pouvoient avant nous raroii obseiree' (Peron, Voyage de Dicouoertes, L 

195)- 

* Journal de la Namgatum autour du tnonde de la frigate La TMis etdela 
corvette L'Msp&ance, pendant les annies 1824-6; publi4 par ordre du RoL 
Par M. le Baron de BougainTille. 

' Voyage de la corvette V Astrolabe, 6tecute par ordre dn Roi, pendant les 
annte 1826-9, sous le commandement de M. J, Dumont D'UrviUe, Paris, 
1830. 
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its aims, it would be quite proper to make it stand alone. 
But there is not. 

Nor must it be supposed that this particular enterprise 
originated with the First Consul. It was not a scheme 
generated in his teeming brain, like the strategy of a 
campaign, or a masterstroke of diplomacy. It was placed 
before him for approval in the shape of a proposition 
from the Institute of France, a scientific body, concerned 
not with pohtical machinations, but with the advance- 
ment of knowledge. The Institute considered that there 
was useful work to be done by a new expedition of 
discovery, and believed it to be its duty to submit a 
plan to the Government. We are so iaformed by Peron, 
and there is the best of reasons for beheving him.^ The 
history of the voyage was published after Napoleon had 
become Emperor, under his sanction, at the Imperial 
Press. If his had been the originating mind, it is quite 
certain that credit for the idea would not have been 
claimed for others. On the contrary, we should probably 
have had an adulatory paragraph from Peron's pen about 
the beneficence of the Imperial wUl as exercised in the 
cause of science. 

Quite apart from Peron's statement, however, there are 
three official declarations to the hke effect. First there 
is the announcement in the Moniteur ^ that it was the 

' ' L'honneur national et le progr^s des sciences parmi nous se r^unissoient 
done pour r^clamer une expedition de d^couvertes aux Terres Australes, et 
I'Institut de France crut devoir la proposer au gouvernement' (P^ron, 
Voyage de Dicouvertes, i. 4). 

' 23rd Flor^al, an viii. ; ' L'Institut national a demand^ au premier 
consul, et a obtenu. 
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Institute which requested Bonaparte to sanction the 
expedition. Secondly, when Vice-Admiral Rosily re- 
ported to the Minister of Marine on Freycinet's charts 
in 1813/ he conunenced by observing that the expedition 
' had for its object the completion of the knowledge of 
the coasts of New Holland which were not hitherto 
entirely known.' Thirdly, Henri de Freycinet, writing 
in 1808,^ said that it was the high interest stimulated by 
the voyages of La Perouse and Dentrecasteaux that made 
the Institute eagerly desirous of a new enterprise devoted 
to the reconnaissance of Australia. The last two state- 
ments were, it wiU be observed, published by Napoleon's 
official organ when the Empire was at its height. 

There is no positive evidence as to what members of 
the Institute were chiefly instrumental in formulating the 
proposal for Napoleon's consideration. We do not know 
whether leading members explained their scheme to him 
orally, or laid before him a written statement. If there 
was a plan in manuscript, the text of it has never been 
published.* There is only one docimient relating to the 
expedition in. the collected correspondence of Napoleon ; * 
and that concerned an incident to which reference wiU 
be made in the next chapter. The reason for the absence 
of letters concerning the matter among Napoleon'^ 

1 Moniteur, January 15, 1813. ^ Ibid., July 2, 1808. 

' 'Probably it was suppressed or destroyed,' says Dr. Holland Rose (Life 
ef Napoleon, L 379). But why should it have been? There is no reason to 
suppose that it contained anything which it was to anybodjr's interest to 
destroy or suppress. Indeed, it is by no means clear that there was such 
a document. It is quite likely that the scheme of the Institute was explained 
verbally to the First Consul. Why manufacture mysteries ? 

* Edition of 1 86 1. 
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papers is presumably that he left the carrying out of 
the project to the Institute ; for he was not wont to 
restrain his directing hand in affairs in which he was 
personally concerned. 

But there were two leading members of the Institute 
who had already concerned themselves with Australasian 
discovery, and who may safely be assumed to have 
taken the initiative in this matter. They were Bougain- 
ville the explorer, who had conmianded the expedition 
of 1766-71, and Charles Pierre Claret de Fleurieu, who 
had been Minister of Marine in 1790, and had written a 
book on the Decouvertes des Frangais dans le sud-est de la 
Nouvelle GuinSe (Paris, 1790), in which he maintained the 
prior claims of the French navigators Bougainville and 
Surville to discoveries to which later English explorers 
had in ignorance given fresh names. Fleurieu had also 
intended to write the history of the voyages of La Perouse, 
but was prevented by pressure of official and other 
occupations, and handed the work over to Milet-Mureau.* 
He stood high in the esteem of Napoleon, was a counsellor 
of State during the Consulate, became intendant-general 
of the Emperor's household, governor of the palace of 
Versailles, senator, and comte. Both Fleurieu and 
Bougainville had abundant opportunities for explaining 
the utility of a fresh voyage of exploration to Napoleon. 

It was, too, quite natural that these men should desire 
to promote a new French voyage of discovery. None 
knew better what might be hoped to be achieved. We 
are fairly safe in assuming that they moved the Institute 

' Voyage de la Pirouse, Preface, i. p. iii. 
K 
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to submit a proposition to the First Consiil ; and it is 
not improbable that they personally interviewed him on 
the subject. 

Bonaparte, at any rate, received the proposal ' with 
interest,' and we learn from Peron^ that he definitely 
authorised the expedition at the very time when his army 
of reserve was about to move from Geneva to cross the 
Alps in that astonishing campaign which conduced, by 
swift, toilsome, and surprising manoeuvres, to the crushing 
victory of Marengo. The plan of the Institute was there- 
fore ratified in May 1800. The Austrians at that time 
were holding French arms severely in check in Savoy and 
northern Italy. Suchet, Massena, Oudinot, and Soult 
were, vfiih fluctuating fortunes but always with stubborn 
valour, clinging desperately to their positions or yielding 
ground to superior strength, awaiting with confidence the 
hour when the supreme master would strike the shattering 
blow that, while reheving the pressure on them, would 
completely change the aspect of the war. It was while 
pondering his masterstroke, and deliberating on the choice 
of the path across the Alps that was to lead to it, that 
Bonaparte gave his approval ; while elaborating a scheme 
to overwhelm the armies of Austria in an abyss of carnage, 
that he expressed the wish that, as the expedition would 
come in contact with ignorant savages, care should be 
taken to make it appear that the French met them as 
■ friends and benefactors.' 

It may here be parenthetically remarked that it does 
not make us think more favourably of Freycinet that 

' Vajra^e de DicntoerUSf L 4. 
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when, in 1824, he issued a new edition of the Voyage de 
Decouvertes,he omitted all Peron's references to Napoleon's 
interest in the expedition, and his direction that when 
savages were met the French should appear among 
them 'comme des amis et des bienfaiteurs.' ^ While 
Peron tells us that this laudable wish was personally 
expressed by the First Consul, Freycinet ^ altered the 
phrase to ' le gouvemement voulut/ etc. He had 
absolutely no justification for doing so. The reader of 
the second edition of the book had a right to expect that 
he was in possession of the original text, save for the 
correction of incidental errors. But in 1824 Napoleon 
was dead, a Bourbon reigned in France, and Freycinet 
was the servant of the monarchy to which he owed the 
command of the expedition of 1817. The suppression 
of Napoleon's name and the record of his actions from 
Peron's text, was a puerile piece of servility. 

There is nothing surprising in Bonaparte's cordial 
approval of the enterprise. One has only to study the 
volumes in which M. Frederic Masson has collected the 
papers and memoranda relating to Napoleon's youth and 
early manhood to realise how intensely keen was his 
interest in geography and travel. In one of those interest- 
ing works is a document occupying eight printed pages, 
in which Napoleon had summarised a geographical text- 
book, with a view to the more perfect mastery of its 
contents.^ It is curious to note how little the yoimg 

' Piron, i. 10. ^ i. 74, in the 1824 edition. 

' See Masson's Napolion Inconnu ; Papiers Inidits ; Paris, 1895, vol. ii. 
p. 44. The text-book was that of Lacioix. 
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scholar was able to ascertain about Australasia from 
the volume from which he learnt the elemraits of that 
science for which, with his genius for strategy and tactics, 
he must have had an instinctive taste. ' La Nouvelle 
Guinee, la Carpentaiie, la Nouvelle Hollande,' etc., 
figure in his notes as the coimtries forming the principal 
part of the southern hemisphere now grouped under 
the denomination of Australasia ; ' la Carpentaria ' 
thus signalised as a separated land being simply the 
northern region of Australia proper, the farthest limit 
of which is Cape York.^ 

It is not a Uttle interesting, that when, in April 1800, 
twenty sculptors were commissioned to execute as many 
busts of great men to adorn the Galerie des Consuls, the 
only Englishmen among the honoured score were Marl- 
borough and Dampier.* It is curious to find the adventur- 
ous ex-buccaneer in such noble company as that of 
Cicero, Cato, Caesar, Demosthenes, Frederick the Great, 
and George Washington, but the fact that he was among 
the selected heroes may be taken as another evidence of 
Bonaparte's interest in the men who helped to find out 
what the world was hke. Perhaps if somebody had seen 
him reading Dampier's Voyages, as he read Cook's on 
the way to Eg3^t, that fact would have been instanced 
as another proof, not of his fondness for extremely 
fascinating literature, but of the nourishment of a secret 
passion to seize the coasts which Dampier explored. 

' Mallet's Ducription de f Oniners {TiaakfoTt, 1686) mentions 'Carpen- 
terie ' as bang near the ' Tene des Papons,' and as discovered by the Dntch 
captain, Caipentei. * Anlaid, Paris sous le Consuiat, i. 367, 
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Napoleon had been a good and a diligent student. 
The fascinating but hateful characteristics of his later 
career, when he was the Emperor with a heart petrified 
and corroded by ambition, the conqueror ever greedy 
of fresh conquest, the scourge of nations and the tyrant 
of kings, too often make one overlook the liberal instincts 
of his earher years. His passion for knowledge was 
profound, and he was the pronounced friend of every 
genuine man of science, of every movement having for 
its object the acquisition and diffusion of fresh enlighten- 
ment. It is an EngUsh writer ^ who says of him that he 
was, ' amongst the great heroes and statesmen of his age, 
the first and foremost if not the only one, who seemed 
thoroughly to realise the part which science was destined 
to play in the immediate future ' ; and the same author 
adds that ' some of the glory of Laplace and Cuvier falls 
upon Napoleon.' He took pleasure in the company 
and conversation of men of science ; and never more so 
than during the period of the Consulate. Thibaudeau's 
memoirs show him dining one night with Laplace, Monge, 
and Berthollet ; and the English translator of that 
dehghtful book ^ emphasises the contrast between the 
' just and noble sanity of the First Consul of 1802 and the 
dehrium of the Emperor of 1812.' The failure to keep 
that difference in mind — to recognise that the Bonaparte 
of the early Consulate was capable of exalted ideals for 
the general weU-being that were foreign to the Napoleon 

' Merz, History of European Thought in the Nineteenth Century, i. 1 52-54. 

^ Dr. Fortescue, p. 273. Compare also Lord Rosebery, Napoleon, the 
Last Phase, p. 234 : ' In the first period of his Consulate he was an almost 
ideal ruler. He was firm, sagacious, far-seeing, energetic, just.' 
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of ten years later — is fruitful of mistakes in interpreting 
his activities. On April 8 he attended a seance of the 
Institute, and was there instrumental in reconciling 
several persons who had become estranged through 
events which occurred during the Revolution.^ He was 
therefore on good terms with thig learned body, and 
was himself a member of that division of it which was 
devoted to the physical and mathematical sciences.* 

It was quite natural, then, that when the national 
representatives of scientific thought in France approached 
him with a proposition that was calculated to make his 
era illustrious by a grand voyage of exploration which 
should complete man's knowledge of the great continents, 
the First Consul gave a ready consent. 

The task of preparing instructions for the voyage was 
entrusted to a Committee of the Institute, consisting of 
Fleurieu, Bougainville, Laplace, Lacepede, Cuvier, Jussieu, 
LeUevre, Langles, and Camus ; whilst Degerando wrote a 
special memorandum upon the methods to be followed 
in the observation of savage peoples — the latter probably 
in consequence of the First Consul's particular direction 
on thit; subject. It was an admirably chosen body for 
formulating a programme of scientific research. A 
great astronomer, two eminent biologists, a famous 
botanist, a practical navigator, a geographer, all men of 
distinction among European savants, and two of them, 
Laplace and Cuvier, among the greatest men of science of 
modem times, were scholars who knew what might be 

> AuUrd, Paris sous le Cansulat, i. 252. 
' Tbibandeao (F.nglish edition), p. 112. 
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expected to be gained for knowledge, and where and how 
the most fruitful results might be obtained. 

In their instructions, the committee directed attention 
to the south coast of Tasmania — by that time known to 
be an island, since the discoveries of Bass and Flinders, 
and their circumnavigation, had been the subject of much 
comment in Europe — as offering a good field for geo- 
graphical research. They indicated the advisableness of 
exploring the eastern coast of the island, of traversing 
Bass Strait with a view to a more complete examination 
than appeared to the Institute to have been made up to 
that time, and of pursuing the southern coasts of Australia 
as far as the western point of Dentrecasteaux' investiga- 
tions, especially with the object of searching that part 
of the land ' where there is supposed to be a strait com- 
municating with the Gulf of Carpentaria, and which, 
consequently, would divide New Holland into two large 
and almost equal islands.' So much accomplished, the 
expedition was to pay particular attention to the coasts 
westward of the Swan River, since the old navigators 
who had determined their contour had necessarily had to 
work with imperfect instruments. The vessels were then 
to make a fuller exploration of the western and northern 
shores than had hitherto been achieved, to attack the 
south-west of Papua (New Guinea), and to investigate the 
Gulf of Carpentaria. No instructions seem to have been 
given relative to a further examination of the eastern 
coasts of the continent. Cook's work there was evidently 
thought to be sufficient, though Flinders found several 
fresh and important harbours. The programme, as 
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Peron pointed out, involved the exploration in detail 
of several thousands of miles of coasts hitherto quite 
unknown or imperfectly known, and its proper perform- 
ance was calculated to accomplish highly important work 
in perfecting a knowledge of the geography of the 
southern hemisphere. 

The French Government fitted out the expedition in a 
lavish and elaborate fashion.^ Funds were not stinted, 
and the commander was given unlimited credit to obtain 
anything that he required at any port of call. The best 
scientific iostrmnents were procured, and the stores of 
the great naval depot of Havre were thrown open for the 
equipment of the ships with every necessity and comfort 
for a long voyage. Luxuries were not spared ; ' in a 
word,' says Peron, " the Government had ordered that 
nothing whatever should be omitted that could assure 
the pr^ervation of health, promote the work of the 
staff, and guarantee the independence of the expedi- 
tion.' 

Two vessels lying in the port of Havre were selected. 
The principal one, which was named Le Geographe, 
was a corvette of 30 guns, 450 tons, drawing 
fifteen or sixteen feet of water, a fast sailer, but, in 
Peron's opinion, not so good a boat for the purpose as 
her consort. Ffindeis described her as a ' heavy-looking 
ship.' The second vessel, named Le Naturaliste, was a 
strong, lumbering store-ship, very slow, but sohd. She 

^ ' Les savans ont vn avec le plus grand int^ret les soins que le gouveme- 
ment a pris ponr rendre ce voyage utile a I'liistoiie naturelle et a la comiais- 
sance des moenrs des sauyages ' (Moniteur, 22nd Fructidor). 
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was a ' grosse gabare,' £is one French writer described 
her.i 

The staff was selected with great care, special examina- 
tions being prescribed for the younger naval officers. A 
large company of artists, men of science, and gardeners ac- 
companied the expedition for the collection of specimens, 
the making of charts and drawings, and the systematic 
observation of phenomena. There were two astrono- 
mers, two hydrographers, three botanists, five zoolo- 
gists, two mineralogists, five artists, and five gardeners. 
Probably no exploring expedition to the South Seas 
before this time had set out with such a large equip- 
ment of selected, talented men for scientific and artistic 
work. The whole staff — nautical, scientific, and artistic 
— on the two ships consisted of sixty-one persons, of 
whom only twenty-nine returned to France after sharing 
the fatigues and distress of the whole voyage. Seven 
died, twenty had to be put ashore on account of serious 
illness, and five left the expedition for other causes. 

The great German traveller and savant, Alexander von 
Humboldt, was in Paris while preparations were being 

' Dr. Holland Rose [Revolutionary and Nafoleonic Era, p. 139) 
heightens the effect of his argument by stating that Bonaparte 'sent out 
men-of-war to survey the south coast of Australia for a settlement. ' It may 
be true that, strictly speaking, the ships were 'men-of-war,' inasmuch as they 
were ships of the navy. But the reader would hardly derive the impression, 
from the words quoted, that they were vessels utterly unwarlike in equip- 
ment, manning, and command. As will presently be seen, they were very 
soon loaded up with scientific specimens. Nor is there any warrant for the 
statement that the expedition was instructed to * survey the south coast of 
Australia for a settlement, ' There was nothing about settlement in the in- 
structions, which were not, as the passage would lead the reader to infer, 
confined to the south coast. 
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made for the despatch of the expedition ; and, being at 
that time desirous of pursuing scientific investigations in 
distant regions, he obtained permission to embark, with 
the instruments he had collected, in one of Baudin's 
vessels. He confessed, however, that he had ' but Uttle 
confidence in the personal character of Captain Baudin,' 
chiefly on accoimt of the dissatisfaction he had given to 
the Court of Vienna in r^ard to a previous voyage.^ 
Humboldt's testimony is interesting, inasmuch as, if it 
be reliable — and, as he was in close touch with leading 
French men of science, there is no reason to disbelieve 
bitn — the original intention was to make the voyage 
more extensive in scope, and different in the route 
followed, than was afterwards determined. ' The first 
plan,' he wrote, ' was great, bold, and worthy of being 
executed by a more enhghtened commander. The 
purpose of the expedition was to visit the Spanish 
possessions of South America, from the mouth of the 
River Plata to the kingdom of Quito and the isthmus of 
Panama. After traversing the archipelago of the great 
ocean, and exploring the coasts of New Holland from 
Van Diemen's Land to that of Nuyts, both vessels were 
to stop at Madagascar, and return by the Cape of Good 
Hope.' Concerning the reasons why he was not ulti- 
mately taken, Humboldt was not accurately informed. 
' The war which broke out in Germany and Italy,' he 
wrote, ' determined the French Government to withdraw 
the funds granted for their voyage of discovery, and 

* Humboldt's Personal Narrative of Travels, translated by H. M. 
Williams, London, 1814, voL i. pp. 6-8. 
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adjourn it to an indefinite period.' Such was not the 
case. The funds were not withdrawn ; the expedition 
was not adjourned. But Humboldt was a German, and 
the Institute very naturally desired that French savants 
should do the work which was to be sustained by French 
funds. There would probably be the less inclination to 
employ Humboldt, as he reserved to himself ' the liberty 
of leaving Captain Baudin whenever I thought proper.' 
He believed himself to be ' cruelly deceived in my hopes, 
seeing the plans which I had been forming during many 
years of my life overthrown in a single day.' But in view 
of his confessed disUke of the commander, it does not 
seem that, on this ground alone, it would have been good 
policy to enrol him as a member of the staff, when there 
were French men of science eager for appointment. 

The chief naturalist and future historian of the ex- 
pedition, Fran9ois Peron, was twenty-five years of age 
when he was commissioned to join Le Geographe. Bom 
at C6rilly (Allier) in 1775, he was left fatherless at an 
early age ; but he was a bright, promising scholar, and 
the cur^ of his native place took him into his house with 
the object of educating him for the priesthood. But 
' seduced by the principles of liberty which served as 
pretext for the Revolution, inflamed by patriotism, his 
spirit exalted by his reading of ancient history,' as a 
biographer, Deleuze, wrote, he left the peaceful home of 
the village priest, and shouldered a musket under the 
tricolour. He fought in the army of the Rhine, and in 
an engagement against the Prussians at Kaiserslautem, 
was wounded and taken prisoner. Always a student, 
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he spent the Uttle money that he had on the purchase of 
books, which he devoted all his time to reading. He 
was exchanged in 1794, and returned to France. 

His short soldiering career had cost him his right eye ; 
but this deprivation really determined the vocation for 
which his genius especially fitted him. The Minister of 
the Interior gave him admission to the school of medicine 
at Paris, where, in addition to pursuing the prescribed 
course, he applied himself with enthusiasm to the study 
of biology^ and comparative anatomy at the Museum. 
He was industrious, keen, methodical, and, above aD, 
possessed of that valuable quahty of imagination which, 
discreetly harnessed to the use of the scientific intellect, 
enables a student to see through his facts, and to read 
their vital meaning. The expedition to the South Seas 
had already been fitted out, and Baudin's ships were lying 
at Havre awaiting sailing orders from the Minister of 
Marine, when Peron sought employment as an additional 
biologist. The staff was by that time complete ; but 
Peron addressed himself to Jussieu, pressing his request 
with such ardour, and explaining his well-considered plans 
with such clearness, that the eminent botanist was imable 
to listen to him ' sans etonnement et sans emotion.' 

Peron was very anxious to travel, not only for the sake 
of the scientific work which he might do, but also to find 
reUef for his feelings, depressed by the disappointment of 
a love affair. Mademoiselle was unkind — ^because the 

^ The woid 'biology' was not used till Lamarck employed it in 1801 to 
coTer all the sciences concerned with liraig matter ; but we are so accnstomed 
to it nowadays, that it is the most convenient word to ose to descnhe the 
gioap of studies to which Pm>n applied himgflf 



GENESIS OF BAUDIN'S EXPEDITION 157 

lover was poor, his biographer says ; but we must not 
forget that he was also one-eyed. Many ladies 'prefer a 
man with two. 

Jussieu conferred with Lacepede the biologist, and the 
two agreed that it woiold be advantageous to permit this 
enthusiastic young student to make the voyage. Peron 
was encouraged to write a paper to be read before the 
Institute, expounding his views. He did so, taking as 
his principal theme the desirableness of having with the 
expedition a naturalist especially charged with researches 
in anthropology. The Institute was convinced ; the 
Minister of Marine was moved ; Peron was appointed. 
He consulted with Cuvier, Lacepede, and Degerando as to 
a programme of work, procured the necessary apparatus, 
went to Cerilly to embrace his sisters and receive his 
mother's benediction, and joined Le Geographe just 
before she sailed.^ 

The command of the expedition was entrusted to 
Captain Nicolas Baudin. He was fifty years of age when 
he received this commission, on the nomination of the 
Institute. In his youth he had been engaged in the 
French mercantile marine. In later years he had 
commanded two expeditions, despatched under the 
Austrian flag, for botanical purposes. From the last of 
these he returned in 1797, when, his country being at 
war with Austria, he presented the complete collection 
of animals and plants obtained to the French nation.^ 

' The facts concerning P^ron's early career are taken from Deleuze's 
memoir, 1811, and that of Maurice Girard, 1857. 
^ The Moniteur, 2Sth Prairial Qune 13), 1797. 
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This timely act won him the friendship of Jussieu, and 
it was largely through his influence that ' Citoyen ' 
Baudin was chosen to command the expedition to the 
Terres Australes.^ He had had no training in the Navy, 
thoi^h if, as some suppose, the expedition had a secret 
aggressive mission, we may reasonably conjecture that it 
would have been placed imder the command of a naval 
ofEicer with some amount of fighting experience. 

That Baudin did not become popular with the staff 
under his command is apparent from the studious omis- 
sion of his name from the volumes of Peron and Freycinet, 
and from their resentful references to ' notre chef.' 
They wrote not a single commendatory word about him 
throughout the book, and they expressed no syllable of 
regret when he died in the coittse of the voyage. 

Sometimes we may judge of a man's reputation among 
his contemporaries by an anecdote, even when we doubt 
its truth ; for men do not usually teU stories that disparage 
the capacity of those whom they respect. An amusing 
if venomous story about Baudin was told by the author 
of a narrative of one of the botanical voyages.- He 
related, on the alleged authority of an ofl&cer, that, being 
in want of a magnetic needle to replace one belonging to a 
compass which had been injured, he applied to the 
commodore, who had several in a drawer in his cabin. 
Baudin found one, but as it was somewhat rusty, the 
officer feared that the magnetic properties of the steel 

1 The MmHeur, 23rd Floreal (May 13), 1800. 

' See the If aval Ckromcle, vol. xir. p. 103. The writer referred to was 
6017 de Saint-Yinceiit, who wrote the Voyage dans Us quatre prinHpaUs ties 
des mtrs ^Afriqtu, Paris, 1804. 
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would be impaired. Baudin expressed his regret, and 
said : ' Everything has been furnished by the Govern- 
ment in the most niggardly fashion ; if they had followed 
my advice we should have been provided with silver 
needles instead of steel ones ! ' 

Whether or not we believe that a naval commander 
could be so ignorant of magnetism, it is certain that 
Baudin did not enforce the laws of health on his ships. 
Suf&cient has been said in the first chapter to show 
so much. The Consular Government gave unlimited 
scope for the proper provisioning of the vessels, and 
yet we find ofl&cers and men in a wretched condition, the 
water insufficient, and the food supplies in utter decay, 
before the expedition reached Port Jackson. It must be 
added, however — even out of its proper place, lest an 
unduly harsh impression of Baudin's character should 
be conveyed — that he seems to have made an excellent 
impression upon the English in Sydney. Governor King 
treated him as a friend ; and the letter of farewell that 
he wrote on his departure was such a delicate specimen 
of grace and courtesy, that one would feel that only a 
gentleman could have written it, were there not too 
many instances to show that elegant manners and 
language towards strangers are not incompatible with the 
rough and inconsiderate treatment of subordinates. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

EXODUS OF THE EXPEDITION 

The passports from the English Government — Sailing of the expedi- 
tion — French interest in it — The case of Ah Sam — Baudin's 
obstinacy — Short supplies — The French ships on the Western 
Australian coast — The He Lucas and its name — Refreshment 
at Timor — The English frigate Virginia — Baudin sails south — 
Shortage of water — The French in Tasmania — Peron among 
the aboriginals — The savage and the boat — Among native 
women — A question of colour — Separation of the ships by storm 
— Baudin sails through Bass Strait, and meets Flinders — 
Scurvy — Great storms and intense suffering — Le Giographe at 
Port Jackson. 

ENGLAND and France were at war when, in 
June 1800, application was made to the 
British Admiralty for passports for the 
French discovery ships. Earlier in that year the Govern- 
ment of the Repubhc sent to London Louis GuiUaume 
Otto, a diplomatist of experience and tried discretion, 
to arrange for the exchange of prisoners of war; and 
it was Otto, whose tact and probity won him the esteem 
of King George's advisers, who conducted the preliminary 
negotiations which led up to the Treaty of Amiens. 
Earl Spencer was First Lord of the Admiralty — ^in 
Pitt's administration (1783-1801) — ^when the application 
was made. 
The Quarterly Review of August 1810 (vol. iv. p. 42) 
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fell into a singular error in blaming Addington's ad- 
ministration for the issue of the passports. Pitt's 
ministry did not fall tUl March 1801 ; and the censure 
which the reviewer levelled at the ' good-natured 
minister/ Earl St. Vincent, who was Addington's First 
Lord of the Admiralty, for entertaining the French 
application, was therefore undeserved by him. ' A 
few months after the retirement of Mr. Pitt from office 
and the succession of Mr. Addington, that is to say, in 
June 1800,' are the opening words of the Quarterly 
article — an extraordinary blimder for a contemporary 
to make. The Quarterly was, of course, bitterly adverse 
to Addington's administration, in politics ; but though 
party bias is responsible for strange behaviour, we shall 
be safe in attributing to lapse of memory this censure 
of a minister for the act of his predecessor. St. Vincent 
was in active service, as Admiral in command of the 
Channel Fleet, when the passports were issued. 

It cannot be assumed that Spencer would have com- 
plied with such a request from a nation with which his 
country was at war, had he not been satisfied that the 
expedition was what it professed to be, one for discovery 
and scientific research. The passports granted guaran- 
teed to Le Geographe and Le Naturaliste protection from 
hostile attack from British ships, and bespoke for them 
a favourable reception in any British port out of Europe 
where they might have to seek shelter. 

The Admiralty was in later years severely blamed 
for compliance. Circumstances that have been narrated 
in previous pages generated the suspicion that the real 
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purpose of the expedition was ' to ascertain the real 
state of New Holland, to discover what our colonists 
were doing, and what was left for the French to do, on 
this great continent in the event of a peace, to find 
some port in the neighbourhood of our settlements 
which should be to them what Pondicherry was to 
Hindustan, to rear the standard of Bonaparte on the 
first convenient spot.' ^ The fact that this sweeping 
condemnation was made in a powerful organ of opimon 
bitterly hostile to the administration which it meant 
to attack, would minimise its importance for us, a 
century later, were it not that more recent writers have 
adopted the same assumption. To accept it, we have 
not merdy to disregard the total absence of evidence, 
but to beUeve that Spencer was befooled and that Otto 
deceived him. The application was, it was urged, 
' grounded on false pretences,' and the passports were 
' fraudulentiy obtained.' It would have been a piece of 
audacity of qmte superb coolness for the French diplo- 
matist to ask for British protection for ships on ostensilde 
grounds of research, had their secret purpose been 
exactiy opposite to the profession ; and the British 
Minister would have been guilty of grave dereUction of 
duty had he not assured himself that Otto's representa- 
tions were reliable. 

' Quarter^ Raneai, iv. 43. Theie can be no doubt that fl''" Quarierfy 
article had a great influence in foimnlating tlie idea whidi has been cnirent 
fiir nearly a centmy regarding Napoleon's deep designs. Paterson's History 
of New South WaUz (1811) repeated portions of the article almost TerbaUy, 
but without quotation ^arks (see Preface, p. t), and many later writers have 
fed upon its leading themes, without submitting them to examioatimi. 
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The letter of instructions furnished by the Duke of 
Portland, Secretary of State in Pitt's administration, to 
Grant, the commander of the Laiy Nelson, in February 
1800, may be quoted as laying down the principle observed 
by Great Britain in regard to an enemy's ships com- 
missioned purely for discovery. ' As vessels fitted out 
for this purpose,' wrote the Duke, ' have always been 
respected by the nations of Europe, notwithstanding 
actual hostilities may at the time have existed between 
them, and as this country has always manifested the 
greatest attention to other nations on similar occasions, 
as you will observe by the letters written in favour of 
vessels employed in discovery by France and Spain, 
copies of which you receive enclosed, I have no appre- 
hension whatever of your suffering any hindrance or 
molestation from the ships of other nations should you 
fall in with them. . . . You are also, on pain of His 
Majesty's utmost displeasure, to refrain on your part 
from making prizes, or from detaining or molesting the 
ships of any other nation, although they may be at war 
with His Majesty.' ^ 

It was on this enlightened principle that the British 
Government furnished passports to Baudin's ships ; 
but the Admiralty also took steps to prevent the laurels 
of important discovery being won by foreign efforts. 
FUnders returned home in the Reliance in August, 
vigorous, eager for fresh work, and already, notwith- 
standing his youth, honourably regarded by naval men 
as an intrepid and skilful navigator. Lord Spencer, 

' Historical Records of New South Wales, iv. S7. 
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the head of a famfly eminently distinguished for the 
great administrators whom it has furnished for the 
furtherance of British pohty, did a far wiser thing than 
attempting to block French researches, from suspicion, 
jealousy, or fear of consequences. He entertained the 
SH^estion of Sir Joseph Banks, ordered the fitting out 
of the Investigator, and placed her under the command 
of the one man in the Navy who knew what discovery 
work there was to do, and how to accomplish it speedily. 
Ktt's consummate judgment in the selection of men for 
crucial work has often been eulogised, and never too 
warmly ; but one can hardly overpraise the sagacity 
of Pitt's colleague at the Admiralty, who especially 
commended Nelson as the officer to checkmate Bona- 
parte in the Mediterranean in 1798,^ and, on the more 
padfic side of naval activity, commissioned Matthew 
Flinders to complete the discovery of Australia in 
1800. 

Baudin's expedition was ready to sail from Havre at 
the end of September, but was delayed by contrary 
winds. The delay was considered by a friendly con- 
temporary to be fortunate, in that it enabled the officers 
and scientific staff to become friendly, so that the most 
perfect harmony existed amongst them.* French readers 
of the official organ of the Government were also assured 
that everybody on the two ships had merited confidence 
in the talent of the chiefs ; in which case their dis- 
appointment with later developments must have been all 

1 See Mahan's Life of NeUon (1899 edition), p. 275. 
*■ Mamiteur, 29th Vend^miaiie, an Tiii. (1800). 
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the more profound. The public and the journals took a 
lively interest in the enterprise ; and the author of one 
of the world's great stories, Bemardin de Saint Pierre, 
from his experience of tropical hfe in the island 
where Paul and Virginia Hved and loved, lectured at 
the Institute on the dietetic regime which ought to be 
observed by Captain Baudin and his men.^ But how- 
ever valuable his advice may have been, it was sadly 
disregarded. 

A Uvelier function was a banquet given to Baudin 
at the Hotel de la Rochefoucauld, in Paris, on the 7th 
Fructidor, by the Soci6te de I'Afrique Interieure. It was 
attended by several leading members of the Institute, 
and an accoimt of it was accorded over a column of space 
in the Moniteur.^ Baudin was seated between Bougain- 
vUle and Vaillant, an African traveller. There was 
music, and song, and a long toast list, with many eloquent 
speeches. Baudin submitted the toast of Bonaparte, 
' First Consul of the French Republic and protector of 
the expedition ' ; Jussieu proposed the progress of the 
sciences ; the company drank to the ' amehoration of 
the lot of savage races, and may their civihsation result 
from the visit which the French are about to pay to 
them ' ; and the immortal memory of La Perouse was 
honoured in silence. The last toast appropriately 
expressed the wish that the whole company might 
reassemble in the same place on the return of the expedi- 
tion, ' inspired by the purest zeal for the progress of the 
sciences and of enlightenLment.' A short poem was also 

' Monitcur, i6th Vend^miaire. == 22nd Fructidor. 
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recited, which it is worth while to rescue from the in- 
accessibility of the Moniteur file : — 

' Vous quittez anjourdTiui la France 
Mais vous emportez tons nos voeux, 
£t dejk vos sneers henrenx 
Partont sont applandis d'avance. 

Snr le coenr de tons les moitels 

Votre gloire k jamais se fonde, 

n n'est pas de pays an monde 
On le savoir n'ait des antels.' 

Hie poet who thus applauded success in advance, prob- 
ably lived long enough to r^ise that it is much easier 
to make fair verses than a true prediction. 

There was another banquet at Havre while the ships 
were awaiting a fair wind, when again high hopes were 
expressed concerning the results to be achieved by the 
expedition, and where one of the toasts was proposed 
by a Chinese, Ah Sam, who had been found on board 
a captured English frigate, and was, by Bonaparte's 
orders, being taken by Baudin to Mauritius, whence he 
was to be shipped to his own country. Ah Sam's toast 
descended from ethereal altitudes and took a purely 
personal \-iew of the situation. He drank ' Aux Francais, 
bons amis d'A Sam.' ^ The Chinaman had reason to be 
grateful, for the First Consul had, by an order over his 
own signature, directed that he should be placed under 
Baudin's charge, and conveyed to his own cotmtry at 
the expense of the Government, and that there should 
be shown to him that consideration which he merited, 
both because he was a stranger and because of his 

' MoniUuT, 2lst Vendemiaiie. 
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good conduct while residing within the territories of 
the Repubhc.^ The treatment of Ah Sam was an ex- 
ample of that kindness which Napoleon, ruthless in 
war, so often displayed towards those who touched 
his sympathies.^ 

The expedition sailed from Havre on the morning of 
October 19, 1800, amidst cordial popular demonstrations 
from the inhabitants of that bustling seaport, and 
many wishes that fortune might crown the efforts of the 
explorers with success. The captain of the Enghsh 
frigate Proselite, which was watching the harbour 
mouth, scrutinised the passports and permitted the ships 
to pass ; and, with a fair wind to fill his sails, Baudin 
put out into the Channel and steered for the open ocean, 
bound due south. 

Peron, in his history of the voyage, severely blamed 
the obstinacy of ' notre chef ' — mention of his name 
being carefully avoided — for the delay occsisioned on 
the run down to the Cape of Good Hope. Captain 
Baudin, disregarding the advice of his officers, insisted 
on sailing fairly close to the African coast, instead of 
making a more westerly course. He argued, according 
to P6ron, that the route which he favoured was nearer, 
and as a matter of mileage he was right. But winds and 

' Correspondence of Napoleon, 1861 collection, vol. vi. — letter dated yth 
Vend^miaire, an ix (September 29, 1800). 

' P^ron mentioned Ah Sam's case (i. 11), but Freycinet, in his second 
edition, cut out the paragraph, in pursuance of his policy of suppressing 
references to Napoleon ; P^ron having written that the Chinaman had reason 
to bless the generosity and goodness of the First Consul. It was not politic 
in 1824 to talk about Napoleon's generosity and goodness. But how paltry 
was the spirit thus displayed ! 
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currents should have been considered rather than bare 
distance ; and the simple result of bad seamanship was 
that Baudin's vessels occupied one hundred and forty- 
five days on the voyage from Havre to Mauritius, where 
they stayed to refit, whilst Flinders brought out the 
Investigator from Spithead the whole way to Cape Leeu- 
win, where he first made the Australian coast, in one 
hundred and forty-two days. Tlie French vessels lay 
at Mauritius for the leisurely space of forty days, and 
did not reach Australia till May 27, two hundred and 
twenty days after their departure from France. 

Even then, had reasonable diligence been exercised 
in the pursuit of the exploratory work for which his 
ships had been commissioned, Baudin would have had 
the honour of discovering the imknown southern coast ; 
for Flinders was not allowed to leave England till July 
17, 1801, fifty-one days after the French actually arrived 
on the shores of Australia. ITie prize of discovery 
slipped from Baudin's reach in consequence of his 
' dawdling ' methods, which brought about those 
' consequences facheuses et irreparables ' deplored by 
the naturalist. 

Soon after the expedition left Mauritius, the officers 
and crew were surprised to leam that the supplies of 
bread were short, and that for the future ships' biscuit 
and salt meat would constitute the principal part of the 
diet. The wine brought from France had also been 
nearly consumed. Instead of the latter, a cheap, un- 
wholesome drink, tafia, bought at the island, was to be 
served out. This was amazing and depressing news. 
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considering the lavishness with which the Government 
had fitted out the ships, and that nearly six weeks had 
been spent at a French colonial possession. By this 
time, too, as is clear from Peron's narrative, very little 
affection for the commander remained. The delays 
already permitted had brought the expedition in face of 
the prospect of exploring the southern coasts of New 
Holland in the winter season. Baudin considered it 
unwise to undertake the work in Tasmanian seas, accord- 
ing to the programme prepared for him, during months 
when severe storms would probably be encountered ; 
and he consequently determined not to sail farther 
south on making Cape Leeuwin, but to explore the 
western coasts of the continent, reserving the work which 
the Institute had put first to be done in the following 
spring. P6ron blamed him for this decision, inasmuch 
as the course prescribed in the instructions was the result 
of careful thought and extensive research. But though 
the procrastination which had let slip the months best 
suited for exploration in southern waters was caused by 
Baudin's own lack of energy and knowledge, his resolve 
not to entrust his ships on an unknown coast, where he 
knew of no secure harbours, in the months of tempest 
and cold, was prudent. 

On making the Leeuwin, therefore, Baudin steered 
north. Geography Bay and Cape Naturaliste, upon 
current maps, mark the commencement of his work 
on the shores of Western Australia. From Sharks Bay 
the vessels piursued the course of the first EngUshman 
to explore any portion of the Australian coast, the 
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resolute, observant, tough old salt, William Dampier. 
The biographical dictionary was here for the first time 
brought forth, and the names within it were scattered 
liberally over the lands traversed. Some of them have 
adhered, though Baudin's voyage along these shores 
was by no means one of discovery, and there is dear 
evidence that names were applied to parts which his 
ships did not investigate with any approach to care. 
The Golfe Joseph Bonaparte of the large French chart, 
if traced with some degree of particularity, would have 
led to several highly important discoveries. But it was 
not carefully investigated at aH, and thus Baudin totally 
missed Bathurst Island and MelviUe Island, which 
t(^ether stretch for over one hundred nules across the 
entrance to Van Diemen's Gulf. Instead of definiteness 
of outUne, the French charts presented the world with a 
bristling array of names affixed to contours which were 
cloudy and ill-defined, incomplete and inaccurate. 

Tlie most serious omission of all was the superb natural 
harbour of Port Darwin, the finest anchorage in northern 
Australia. The French missed it altc^ether. Yet here 
cilso they peppered their chart of the neighbouring coasts 
with the names of their notable countaymen, as though 
they had explored the environs meticulously. Baudin 
certainly lost a fine opportunity of doing good original 
work in north-western Australia ; and had his real object 
been to find a suitable site for French settlement, his 
research would have been amply rewarded had he found 
the port which now bears the noble name of the greatest 
modem man of science. There is, however, one French 
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name which should not escape mention, since it serves 
to remind us that P6ron was writing his book at the time 
when, amidst the smoke and flame and thunder of 
Trafalgar, two fleets locked in fierce conflict were deciding 
momentous issues. Off the very broken coast of what 
is now the Kimberley division of Western AustraUa, 
the French styled a small cluster of rocky islets the Isles 
d'Arcole ; and one of these was named He Lucas, ' in 
honour of the captain of the vessel which, in the combat 
of the Redoutable against the Victory, has lately attained 
so much honour.'^ The EngUsh reader will scarcely 
need to be reminded that it was by a shot from the 
mizzen top of the Redoutable in that immortal fight that 
Nelson received his death wound ; and thus, by giving 
his name to a desolate rock, was it sought to honour the 
captain of the ship that had accounted for the death of a 
nation's hero. The French charting was so inferior that 
it is scarcely possible to identify the He Lucas, which 
is not marked at all on the large Carte G6n6rale, probably 
because that was finished before Trafalgar was fought ; 
though the passage in P6ron's book is somewhat valuable 
as showing that the pepper-box sprinkling of names along 
coasts explored with less sufiiciency than pretentiousness 
was not entirely Baudin's work. The commander of the 
expedition died before Trafalgar was fought, so that, as 
on other grounds we have reason to infer, he was less 
responsible for the nomenclature than Freycinet made it 
appear when that feature of the work became somewhat 
discreditable. 

' Piron, Voyage dt Dicouvtrtes, i. 136. 
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Scurvy broke out on Le Geographe whfle the voyage 
along the western and north-western coasts was in 
progress. Water, too, was becoming scarce, and there 
seemed to be little opportunity of replenishing the supply 
on these barren shores. TTie ship had likewise become 
separated from her consort, Le Naturaliste, ' owing to 
the false calculations of the chief charged with directing 
their common movements,' as averred by Freydnet. 
Baudin decided to sail to the Dutch possession at Timor, 
where he might be able to re-victual, take in fresh water, 
and enable his crew to recover from their disease, which 
was fast reducing them to helfdessness. He therefore 
discontinued the further exploration of the north-west 
coast, and, on August i8, entered Kupang. 

There Le Naturaliste also appeared rather more than a 
month later, and the two ships remained in the Dutch 
port till November 13, Baudin's vessel having thus been 
at anchor fifty-six days. There was no hurrying. 

In the month of October an English frigate, the 
Virginia, suddenly made her appearance in the ofiOing, 
with her decks cleared for action. Her captain had 
heard of two French vessels being at Kupang, and, 
supposing them to be lawful prize of war, he had 
clapped on aU sail and descended on the quiet Uttle port 
with the joyful anticipation of finding brisk business to 
do. But when he was informed that the two were ex- 
ploring ships, and had examined their passports, the 
English conunander gallantly expressed ' his especial 
esteem and consideration for the object of our voyage ' ; 
and, hearing that Captain Baudin was ill, even offered 



EXODUS OF THE EXPEDITION 173 

a present of excellent wine. It was a shining, graceful 
little incident, pleasant to read about in a story in 
which there is a surfeit of discontent, disease, and bad 
feeling. The frigate, having satisfied herself that there 
was no fighting to enjoy, made off without firing a 
shot. 

After the long sojourn at Timor, it might have been 
expected that when the expedition sailed for the south 
of Tasmania, the ships would be in a clean and whole- 
some condition, the crews and staff in good health, and 
the supplies of food and water abundant. But distressing 
fortunes followed in Baudin's wake at every stage of the 
voyage. Leaving Kupang on November 13, the vessels 
were only six days' sail from that port when insufiiciency 
of water led to revolting practices, described by Peron. 
' We were so oppressed by the heat,' he says, ' and our 
ration of water was so meagre, that unhappy sailors 
were seen drinking their urine. All the representations of 
the ship's doctor with a view of increasing for the time 
being the quantity of water supplied, and diminishing the 
ration when cooler latitudes were reached, were useless.'^ 
It is not wonderful that scurvy broke out again with 
increased virulence. 

It is more pleasant to turn to the somewhat prolonged 
stay made in southern Tasmania. At this time, it should 
be recollected, there was no European settlement on the 
beautiful and fertile island which then bore the name of 
the old Dutch governor of Java, Anthony Van Diemen. 
Indeed, it was only so recently as 1798 that Fhnders and 

1 P6ron, ii. 7 (1824 edition). 
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Bass, in the Norfolk, had demonstrated that it really 
was an island, by sailing round it. On previous charts, 
principally fotmded on that of Cook — the map attached 
to the history of Bougainville's voyage (1771) is par- 
ticularly interesting — ^it had been represented as a long 
projection from the mainland, shaped like a pig's snout. 
Not only Abel Tasman, the discoverer (1642), but the 
French explorers, Marion-Dufresne (1772) and Dentre- 
casteaux (1791), and the English navigators. Cook, 
Fumeaux, Cox, and Bhgh, had visited it.* But as 3ret 
the European had merely landed for fresh water, or had 
explored the south coast very shghtly as a matter of 
curiosity, and the aboriginal race was still in unchallenged 
possession. Had Baudin been furnished with instruc- 
tions to look for a place for French settlement, very 
Uttle dihgence and perspicacity would have enabled him 
to fix upon a spot suitable to the point of perfection 
before the English at Port Jackson knew of his where- 
abouts in these seas at all. He might have planted 
the tricolour under the shadow of Mount Wellington, on 
the site of Hobart, and furnished it from his ships with 
the requisites for endurance tiU he could speed to the 
Isle of France and bring out the means of establishing a 
stable settlement. But though the geographical work 
done in this region was important and of good quality — 
Freycinet being on the spot — ^it does not appear that any 
investigations were made beyond those natural to a 
scientific expedition, and certainly no steps were takea by 

' See Backhouse Walker, Early Tasmania, published by the Royal 
Society of Tasmania (Hobait, 1902). 
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Baudin to assert possessive rights. Yet there was no 
part of Australia as to which the French could have 
made out stronger claims on moral grounds ; for though 
the voyage of the first French navigator who landed in 
Tasmania was one hundred and thirty years later than 
Abel Tasman's discovery, still it was a solid fact that 
both Marion-Dufresne and Dentrecasteaux had con- 
tributed more than any other Europeans had done to a 
knowledge of what Tasmania was, until Flinders and 
Bass in their dancing little 25 ton sloop put an end to 
mystery and misconception, and placed the charming 
island fairly for what it was on the map of the world. 

Baudin's ships rounded South-East Cape on January 
13 (1802), and sailed up Dentrecasteaux Chtmnel into 
Port Cygnet. P6ron found plenty to interest him in 
the faima of this strange land, and above all in the 
aboriginals with whom he was able to come in contact. 
His chapters on the three months' stay in southern and 
eastern Tasmania are fuU of pleasant passages, for the 
naturalist had a pretty talent for descriptive writing, 
was pleased with the novel things he saw, and communi- 
cated his pleasure to his pages. Though he lacked the 
large grasp, the fertile suggestiveness, of great scientific 
travellers like Humboldt, Darwin, and Alfred Russel 
Wallace, he was curious, weU informed, industrious, and 
S3mipathetic ; and as he was the first trained anthro- 
pologist to enter into personal relations with the 
Tasmanian blacks — a race now become extinct under 
the shrivelling touch of European civihsation — his 
writings concerning them have great value, quite apart 
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from the pleasure with which they may be read. A 
couple of pages describing P^ron's first meeting with 
the aboriginals when out looking for water, and the 
amazement of the savages on encountering the whites — 
an incident given with delightful humour, and at the 
same time showing close and careful observation — 
wiU be hkely to be welcomed by the reader. 

' In pursuing our route we came to a little cove, at the 
bottom of which appeared a pretty valley, which seemed 
to offer the prospect of finding sweet water. That 
consideration decided M. H. Freycinet to land there. 
We had scarcely put foot upon the shore, when two 
natives made their appearance upon the peak of a 
neighbouring hiU. In response to the signs of friendship 
that we made to them, one of them leapt, rather than 
climbed, from the height of the rock, and was in the midst 
of us in the twinkling of an eye. He was a young man of 
from twenty-two to twenty-four years of age, of generally 
strong build, having no other physical fault than the 
extreme slendemess of legs and arms that is character- 
istic of his race. His face had nothing ferocious or for- 
bidding about its expression ; his eyes were Hvely and 
inteUigent, and his manner expressed at once good 
feeling and surprise. M. Freycinet having embraced 
him, I did the same ; but from the air of indifference 
with which he received this evidence of our interest, it 
was easy to perceive that this kind of reception had no 
signification for him. What appeared to affect him 
more, was the whiteness of our skin. Wishing to assure 
himself, doubtless, if our bodies were the same colour all 
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over, he lifted up successively our waistcoats and our 
shirts ; and his astonishment manifested itself in loud 
cries of surprise, and above all in an extremely rapid 
stamping of the feet. 

' But our boat appeared to interest him even more 
than our persons ; and after he had examined us for some 
minutes, he sprang into it. There, without troubling 
himself at aU about the sailors whom he found in it, he 
appeared as if absorbed in his examination of the novelty. 
The thickness of the planks, the curves, the rudder, the 
oars, the masts, the sails — all these he observed with that 
silent and profoimd attention which are the unquestion- 
able signs of a deep interest and a reflective admiration. 
Just then, one of the boatmen, wishing doubtless to 
increase his surprise, handed him a glass bottle filled 
with the arack which formed part of the provisions of 
our search party. The shining of the glass at first evoked 
a cry of astonishment from the savage, who took the 
bottle and examined it for some moments. But soon, 
his curiosity returning to the boat, he threw the bottle 
into the sea, without appearing to have any other inten- 
tion than that of getting rid of an object to which he 
was indifferent ; and at once resumed his examination. 
Neither the cries of the sailor, who was concerned with 
the loss of the bottle of arack, nor the promptness of one 
of his comrades to jump into the water to recover it, 
appeared to concern him. He made various attempts 
to push the boat free, but the mooring-rope which held 
it fast making his efforts futile, he was constrained to 
abandon them, and returned to us, after having given us 
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the most striking example we had ever had of attention 
and reflection among savage peoples.' 

Presently the companion of the yomig aboriginal came 
down the hill and joined the group. He was an older 
man, about fifty years of age, grey-bearded and grey- 
headed, with a frank and open countenance. He also 
was permitted to satisfy lumself that the Frenchmen 
were white-bodied as weU as white-faced; and being 
assured that there was nothing to fear from these strange 
visitors, he signalled to two black women, who had 
remained hidden during the earher part of the interview. 
One was a gin of forty, the second aged about twenty- 
six ; both were naked. The younger woman carried a 
black baby girl in a kangaroo skin, and Peron was 
pleased to observe the affectionate care she showed 
for her child. A smprise as great as that which the 
young male black had shown concerning the boat, was 
manifested by the younger woman in a pair of gloves. 
The weather being cold, a fire was ht, when one of the 
sailors, approaching it to warm himself, took off a pair 
of fur gloves which he was wearing. ' The young woman, 
at the sight of that action, gave forth such a loud cry 
that we were at first alarmed ; but we were not long in 
recognising the cause of her fright. We saw, from her 
expressions and gestures, that she had taken the gloves 
for real hands, or at least for a kind of living skin, that 
could be taken off, put in the pocket, and put on again at 
wfll. We laughed much at that singular error ; but we 
were not so much amused at what the old man did a 
little later with a bottle of arack. As it contained a 
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great part of our drink, we were compelled to take it 
from him, which he resented so much that he went off 
with his family, in spite of all I could do to detain them 
longer.' 

At Bruni Island, P6ron and a party of his compatriots 
had an adventure with a party of twenty native women. 
He did not find them charming. All were in the con- 
dition in which Actseon saw Diana, when ' all undrest the 
shining goddess stood,' though they did not, when 
discovered, glow with 

' such blushes as adorn 
The ruddy welkin or the purple mom.' 

Indeed, they appeared to be quite imaware that there 
was anything remarkable about their deficiency of 
clothing. ' A naked Duke of Windlestraw addressing 
a naked House of Lords ' might have shocked them, but 
not merely because he was naked. They were greatly 
interested when, as a sign of friendliness, one of the 
Frenchmen, the doctor of Le Naturaliste, began to sing 
a song. The women squatted around, in attitudes 
'bizarres et pittoresques,' applauding with loud cries. 
They were not, however, a group of ladies for whom the 
Frenchmen had any admiration to spare. Their black 
skins smeared with fish oil, their short, coarse, black hair, 
and their general form and features, were repulsive. 
Two or three young girls of fifteen or sixteen years of 
age the naturalist excepted from his generally ungaUant 
expressions of disgust. They were agreeably formed, 
and their expression struck him as being more engaging, 
soft, and affectionate, ' as if the better quaUties of the 
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soul should be, even amidst hordes of savages, the 
peculiar appanage of youth, grace, and beauty.' Peran 
remarked that nearly all the older women were marked 
with wounds, ' sad results of bad treatment by their 
ferocious spouses,' for the black was wont to temper 
affection with discipline, and to emphasise his aigmneat5 
with a club. 

If the black gins gave no satisfaction to the aesthetic 
sense of the naturalist, his white skin appeared to be no 
less displeasing to them ; and one of them made a kindly 
effort to colour him to her fancy. She was one of the 
younger women, and had been r^arding him with 
perhaps the thought that he was not beyond the scope 
of art, though Nature had offended in making his tint so 
pale. Rouge, says Mr. Meredith, is ' a form of practical 
adoration of the genuine.' Charcoal was this lady's 
substitute for rouge. A face, to please her, should be 
black ; and, with a compassionate desire to improve 
on one of Nature's bad jobs, she set to work. She 
approached Peron, took up some charred sticks, rubbed 
them in her hand, and then made advances to ajq)ly the 
black powder to his face. He gravely submitted — ^in the 
sacred cause of science, it may be supposed — ^and ooe 
of his colleagues was favoured with similar treatment. 
' Haply, for I am black,' he might have exclaimed with 
Othello after the treatment ; and the makers of charcoal 
complexions were charmed with their handiwork. ' We 
appeared then to be a great subject of admiration for 
these women ; they seemed to regard us with a tender 
satisfaction,' wrote Peron ; and the reflection occurred 
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to him ' that the white European skin of which our race 
is so proud is really a defect, a sort of deformity, which 
must in these distant cUmates give place to the hue of 
charcoal, dull red ochre, or clay.' Bonaparte would not 
have concurred ; for he, as Thibaudeau teUs us, emphatic- 
ally told his Council of State, ' I am for the white race 
because I am a white man myself ; that is an argument 
qiaite good enough for me.' It was hardly an argument 
at all ; but it sufficed. 

The expedition encoimtered extremely bad weather 
along the eastern coast of Tasmania ; where, also. 
Captain Baudin was too ill to superintend the navigation 
in person. He shut himself up in his cabin, and left the 
ship to his lieutenant, Henri de Freycinet. Le Naturaliste 
was separated from her consort during a furious gale 
which raged on March 7 and 8, and the two vessels did 
not meet again till both reached Port Jackson. While 
making for Bass Strait, Le Geographe fell in with a small 
vessel engaged in catching seals, with whose captain 
the French had some converse. He told them that 
the British Government had sent out special instructions 
to Port Jackson that, should the French exploring ships 
put in there, they were to be received " with aU the 
regard due to the nature of their mission, and to the 
dignity of the nation to which they belonged ' ^ — surely 
a noble piece of courtesy from the Government of a people 
with whom the French were then at war. It was this 
intimation, there can be no doubt, that a month later 
determined Baudin to go to Sydney, for Captain Hamelin 

' P&on, ii. 175 (1824 edition). 
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of Le Naiuraliste was not aware of his intention to do so, 
as will appear from the following chapter. Bass Strait 
was entered on March 27, and the ship followed the 
southern coast of Australia until the meeting with 
Flinders in Encounter Bay, as described in the earlier 
part of thK book. 

By this time, as has been related, scurvy was wreaking 
frightful havoc among the crew. Before the Encounter 
Bay incident occmied, the French saQois had expressed 
so much disgust with their putrid meat, weevilly biscuit, 
and stinking water, that some of them threw their rations 
overboard, even in the presence of the captain, preferring 
to endure the pangs of hunger rather than eat such revolt- 
rog food. After Baudin had made those investigations 
which his means permitted in the region of the two 
large gulfe, the winter season was again approaching, 
when high winds and tempestuous seas might be antici- 
pated. It was therefore hoped by all on board that 
when the commandant decided to steer for the shelter 
and succour of Port Jackson, he would, as it was only 
sensible that he should, take the short route through 
Bass Strait. In view of the distressed state of his com- 
pany, it was positively cruel to thinlf of doing otherwise. 
But there was, it seems, a peculiar vein of perversity in 
Baudin's character, which made him prone to do that 
which everybody wished bim not to do. We may 
disr^ard many of the disparaging sentences in which 
P^ron refers to ' notre commandant ' — ^never by name — 
because Peron so evidently detested Baudin that he is a 
doubtful witness in matters of conduct and character. 
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We must also give due weight to the fact that we have 
no statement of Baudin's point of view on any matter 
for which he was blamed by colleagues who were at 
enmity with him. But even so, we have his unquestion- 
able actions upon which to form a judgment ; and it is 
difficult to characterise by any milder term than stupidity 
his determination to saU to Port Jackson from Kangaroo 
Island round by the south of Tasmania, a route at least 
six hundred mUes out of his straight path. That he 
came to this decision after having himself sailed through 
Bass Strait from east to west, and thus learnt that the 
navigation was free from difficulty ; when he had in his 
possession the charts of Bass and Flinders showing a 
clear course ; during a period of storms when he would 
be quite certain to encounter worse weather by saUing 
farther south ; when his crew were positively rotting 
with the scorbutic pestilence that made Hfe all but in- 
tolerable to them, and attendance upon them almost 
too loathsome for endurance by the ship's surgeon ; 
and when his supphes were at starvation limit in point 
of quantity and vermin-riddled in respect of quality — 
that he resolved to take the long, stormy, southern route 
in face of these considerations, seems hardly to admit of 
explanation or excuse. 'A resolution so singular spread 
consternation on board,' wrote Peron ; and it is not 
wonderful that it did. The consequence was that the 
voyage to Port Jackson made a story of privations 
pitiful to read. The bare fact that it took Baudin from 
May 8 to June 20, forty-three days, to sail from Kangaroo 
Island to Sydney, whilst Flinders in the Investigator, 
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desjMte contrary winds, covered the distance by the 
Bass Strait route in thirty days (April 9 to May 9), 
including several days spent at King Island and Port 
Phiffip, is sufficient to show how much Baudin's obtuse 
temper contributed to aggravate the distress of his 
people. 

Peron described the weather during the voyage south- 
ward as ' frightful.' 

' And now the storm blast came, and he 
Was tyrannous and strong : 
He struck with his e'er-taking wings. 
And chased us south along. 

With sloping masts and dipping prow. 
As who pursued with yell and blow 
Still treads the shadow of his foe, 

And forward bends his head. 
The ship drove fast, loud roar'd the blast. 

And southward aye we fled.' 

Torrents of very cold rain fell, furious squalls lashed the 
sea to a boil, thick fogs obscured the atmosphere ; and 
the ship had to be worked by men ' covered with sores 
and putrid ulcers, each day seeing the number of the 
sick augmented.' There was a short rest in Adventure 
Bay, Bruni Island, for the purpose of procuring fresh 
water on May 20, and when the order to sail again was 
given, the crew were so much enfeebled by disease that 
it took them four hours to weigh the anchor. On the east 
coast more storms came to harass the unfortunate men. 
A paragraph in Peron's own terms wUl convey a sufficient 
sense of the agony endured on the stricken ship. 

' On June 2 and 3 the weather became very bad. 
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Showers of rain succeeded each other incessantly, and 
squalls blew with a violence that we had never experi- 
enced before. On the 4th, during the whole day, the 
weather was so frightful that, accustomed as we had 
become to the fury of tempests, this last made us forget all 
that had preceded. Never before had the squalls followed 
each other with such rapidity ; never had the billows 
been so tumultuous. Our ship, smitten by them, at every 
instant seemed about to break asunder under the shock 
of the impact. In the twinkling of an eye our foremast 
snapped and fell overboard, and aU the barricading that 
we had erected to break the force of the wind was smashed. 
Even our anchors were lifted from the catheads despite 
the strength of the ropes which held them. It was 
necessary to make them more secure, and the ten men, 
who were aU that were left us to work the ship, were 
engaged in this work during a great part of the day. 
During the night the tempest was prolonged by furious 
gales. The rain fell in torrents ; the sea rose even 
higher ; and enormous waves swept over our decks. 
The black darkness did not permit the simplest work to 
be done without extreme difficulty, and the whole of 
the interior of the vessel was flooded by sea-water. Four 
men were compelled to enter the hospital, leaving only 
six in a condition to carry out the orders of the officer 
on the bridge, and these unfortunates themselves dropped 
from sheer exhaustion and fatigue. Between decks, the 
sick men lay about, and the air was filled with their 
groans. A picture more harrowing never presented 
itself to the imagination. The general consternation 
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added to the horror of it. We had nearly reached the 
point of being unable to control the movements of the 
ship amidst the fury of the waves ; parts of the rigging 
were broken with every manoeuvre ; and despite all our 
efforts we could scarcely shift our sails. For a long time 
our commandant had had no rest. It was absolutely 
necessary to get out of these stormy seas at the extremity 
of the southern continent, and hasten on our course for 
Port Jackson. " At this time," says the commandant 
in his journal, and the fact was only too true, " I had not 
more than four men in a fit condition to remain on duty, 
including the officer in charge." The ravages of the scurvy 
can be estimated from these words. Not a soul among 
us was exempt from the disease ; even the animals we 
had on board were afflicted by it ; some, including two 
rabbits and a monkey, had died from it.' 

Slowly, painfully, as though the ship herself were 
diseased, like the miserable company on board, the coast 
was traversed, imtil at last, on June 20, Le Geographe 
stood off Port Jackson heads. Even then, with the 
harbour of refuge in sight, the crew were so paralysed 
by their affliction that they were positively unable to 
work her into port.^ But the fact that a ship in distress 
was outside the heads was reported to Governor King, 
who was expecting Le Geographe to arrive, and who 
had doubtiess learnt that there was scurvy aboard from 
Flinders, whose quick eye woiild not have failed to 

1 An astonishing statement indeed, bnt here are Peron's words : ' Depnis 
plosieois jours, nons nons tronvions par le tiavers da port Jackson sans 
poHToir, a cause de la foiblesse de nos matelots, eiecnter les manoeuvres 
nicessaires pour y entrer.' 
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perceive some trace of the sad state of affairs when 
he boarded the vessel in Encounter Bay. Accordingly 
King sent out a boat's crew of robust bluejackets from 
the Investigator ; and Peron records with what trembling 
joy the afiUcted Frenchmen saw the boat approaching 
on that June morning. Soon the British tars climbed 
aboard, sails were trimmed, the tiller was grasped by a 
strong hand, a brisk British officer took charge, and the 
ship was brought through the blue waters of Port Jackson, 
where, in Neutral Bay, her anchor was dropped. 

It is not overstating the case to say that Le Giographe 
was snatched from utter destruction by the prompt 
kindness of the British governor. A shght prolongation 
of the voyage would have rendered her as helpless as if 
peopled by a phantom crew ; and she must have been 
blown before the wind untU dashed to fragments on the 
rocks on some uninhabited part of the coast. The 
extremity of abject powerlessness had unquestionably 
been reached when the wide entrance to Port Jackson 
could not be negotiated. 

Peron regarded the dreadful condition of the vessel 
as furnishing a great and terrible lesson to navigators. 
' These misfortunes,' he wrote, ' had no other cause than 
the neglect of our chief of the most indispensable 
precautions relative to the health of the men. He 
neglected the orders of the Government in that regard ; 
he neglected the instructions which had been furnished to 
him in Europe ; he imposed, at all stages of the voyage, 
the most horrible privations upon his crew and his sick 
people.' The naturalist concluded his doleful chapter 
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of hotrois by quoting the words of the Biiti^ navigator, 
Vancouver, who was one of Cook's officers on hK third 
voyage : ' It is to the inestimable progress of naval 
hygiene that the Enghsh owe, in great part, the high 
rank that they hold to-day among the nations.' He 
might also have quoted, had he been aware of it, an 
excellent saying of Nelson's : ' It is easier for an officer 
to keep men healthy than for a physician to cure them.' 
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CHAPTER IX 

PORT JACKSON AND KING ISLAND 

Le Naturaliste at Sydney — BouUanger's boat party — Curious con- 
duct of Baudin — Le Naturaliste sails for Mauritius, but returns 
to Port Jackson — Re- union of Baudin's ships — Hospitality of 
Governor King — Pdron's impressions of the British settlement — 
Morand, the bank-note forger — Baudin shows his charts and 
instructions to King — Departure of the French ships — Rumours 
as to their objects — King's prompt action — The Cumberland 
sent after them — Acting Lieutenant Robbins at King Island — 
The flag incident — Baudin's letters to King — His protestations 
— Views on colonisation — Le Naturaliste sails for Europe. 

/£ NATURALISTE had been unable to rejoin 
her consort after the tempest of March 7 and 
8. She being a slow saUer, the risk of the two 
vessels parting company was constant, and as there 
had already been one separation, before the sojourn at 
Timor, Baudin should have appointed a rendezvous. 
But he had neither taken this simple precaution, nor 
had he even intimated to Captain Hamelin the route 
that he intended to pursue. ^ When, therefore, the storm 
abated, the commander of the second ship neither knew 
where to look for Le Geographe, nor had he any certain 
information to enable him to follow her. 

Before making up his mind as to what he should do. 
Captain Hamelin had the good luck to pick up an open 
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boat containing Boullanger, one of the scientific staff of 
Z^ Geographe, a lieutenant, and eight sailors. They 
were absent from the ship when the storm burst, and 
Baudin had sailed away without them. His conduct 
on this occasion had been inexpUcable. BouUanger and 
his party had gone out in the boat to chart a part of the 
coast with more detail than was possible from the deck 
of the corvette. But they had not been away more 
than a quarter of an hour, according to Peron, when 
Baudin, ' without any apparent reason,' bore off the coast. 
Then came the tempest, night fell, the following days 
were too stormy for putting off another boat to search 
for the missing men ; and in the end, Baudin left them 
to their fate. They had no chart or compass, merely 
enough food and water to last for a day, and were 
abandoned on an uninhabited coast, in an open boat, 
in bitterly cold, squally weather, with the rain falling in 
sheets at frequent intervals. Here again, British kind- 
ness saved the Frenchmen. Before having the good 
fortune to perceive the sails of Le Naturalisie, the starved, 
drenched, and miserable men had attracted the attention 
of a sealing brig, the Snow-Harringion, from Sydney. 
Her skipper, Campbell, took them on board, supplied 
them with warm food, and offered to convey them to 
Port Jackson forthwith. They remained on the Snow- 
Harringion for the night, but on the following morning 
sighted Le Naturaliste, and, after profusely thanking Cap- 
tain Campbell for his generosity, soon picked her up. 

Hamelin, having no instructions as to where he should 
go, resolved to devote himself to work in Bass Strait. 
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Eight days were spent in Westemport, the limit of Bass's 
discoveries in January 1798 ; and the name French 
Island preserves the memory of their researches there. 
They fomid the soil fertile, the vegetation abmidant, 
the timber plentiful ; the port was, they considered, 
' one of the most beautiful that it would be possible to 
find, and it unites all the advantages which wiU make 
it some day a precious possession.' 

But the supplies on board Le Naturaliste were becoming 
exhausted, and, being stUl without news of his chief, 
Hamehn decided to sail for Port Jackson. He arrived 
there on April 24. As far as he knew, however, the war 
between England and France still raged. News of the 
Treaty of Amiens was not received at Sydney till the 
middle of June. He was therefore gravely concerned 
about the reception that would be accorded him. He 
had his passport, which protected him from molestation, 
but he feared that the British would ' at least refuse 
him succour,' of which he was desperately in need. 
Evidently the Snow-Harrington had not communicated 
to him the same welcome news as the sealing craft had 
given to Baudin, concerning the instructions of King 
George's Government. 

How different was his welcome from his anticipation ! 
He found ' nothing but sweet peace and gentle visitation.' 
' The English received him, from the first instant, with 
that great and cordial generosity which the perfection 
of European civilisation can alone explain, and which 
it alone can produce. The most distinguished houses 
in the colony were thrown open to our companions. 
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and during the entire length of their sojourn, they 
experienced that deUcate and affectionate hospitality 
which honours equally those who bestow and those who 
receive it.' So Peron testified ; but one cannot tran- 
scribe his words without a reflection on the sort of 
' European hospitaUty ' that Matthew Flinders received 
by way of contrast when he was compelled to seek 
shelter in Mauritius. 

Le Naturaliste was lying at anchor when Flinders 
arrived with the Investigator in Hay. Learning from him 
of the meeting with Le Geografhe in Encounter Bay in 
the previous month, and inferring that Baudin would 
saU for Mauritius after finishing what he had to do on 
the southern coast, Hamelin determined also to make 
his way to the French colony. He left Sydney harbour 
on May i8, with the intention of rounding the southern 
extremity of Tasmania, and striking across the Indian 
Ocean from that point. But here again fearful storms 
were encountered. ' The sea was horrible ; the winds 
blew with fury and in squalls ; torrents of rain fell 
incessantly ' ; and, increasiag the misfortimes, the wester- 
ly winds were so strong at the time when the ship 
was endeavouring to turn westward, that no headway 
could be made. HameHn's men were already on short 
rations, but even so the supphes would not suffice for a 
voyage to Mauritius, unless a fairly rapid passage could 
be made. The contrary winds, fogs, and storms of 
■ the roaring forties ' offered no such assurance ; and the 
French captain, casting a ' longing, lingering look behind ' 
at the comforts and hospitaUties of Port Jackson, deter- 
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mined to double back on his tracks. He re-traversed 
the east coast of Tasmania, and entered Port Jackson 
for the second time on July 3, to find that his chief and 
the leading ship of the expedition had been snugly 
berthed there during the past fortnight. ' And so/ 
P6ron comments, ' were united for the second time, and 
by the most inconceivable luck, two ships which, owing 
to the obstinacy of the commandant, had had no ap- 
pointed rendezvous, and were twice forced to navigate 
independently at two periods of the voyage when it 
would have been most advantageous for them to act in 
concert.' 

As the two French vessels lay at Sydney for nearly 
six months, during which time the officers and men 
mingled freely with the population of the colony, whUst 
the naturalists and artists occupied themselves busily 
with the work of their special departments, the occur- 
rences have a two-fold interest for one who wishes 
to appreciate the significance of Baudin's expedition. 
There is, first, the interest arising from the observations 
of so intelligent a foreign observer as Peron ^ was, con- 
cerning the British colony within fifteen years after its 
foundation ; and there is, secondly, the special interest 
pertaining to the reception and treatment of the expedi- 
tion by the governing authorities, their suspicions as to 
its motives, and the consequences which arose therefrom. 

' Curiously enough, there was another Peron who visited Port Jackson in 
a French ship in 1796, and gave an interesting account of it in a book which 
he wrote — Mimoires du Capitaine Piron, two vols., Paris, 1824, But the 
two men were not related. The nautical Captain P&on was born at Brest 
in 1769. 
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Apart from Peron's writings, we have a considerable 
body of documentary material, in the form of letters 
and despatches, which must be considered. We carmot 
complain of an insufficiency of evidence. It covers the 
transactions with amplitude ; it reveals purposes fully ; 
the story is clear. 

What Peron saw of the infant settlement fiUed him 
with amazement and admiration. ' How could we fail 
to be surprised at the state of that interesting and 
flourishing colony,' cried the naturalist. It was only so 
recentiy as January 26, 1788, that Captain Arthur Philhp 
had entered the commodious and beautiful harbour 
which is not edipsed by any on the planet. Yet the 
French found there plentiful evidences of prosperity and 
comfort, and of that adaptable energy which hes at the 
root of all British success in colonisation. Master Thome, 
in the sixteenth century, expressed the resolute spirit 
of that energy in a phrase — ' There is no land unin- 
habitable, nor sea innavigable ' ; and in every peirt of 
the globe this British spirit has apphed itself to many 
a land that looked hopeless at first, and has frequently 
found it to be one 

' whose rich feet are mines of gold. 
Whose forehead knocks against the roof of stars.' 

We need hardly concern ourselves with Peron's survey 
of the administrative system, social factors, education, 
commerce, agriculture, fisheries, finance, and poUtical 
prospects, valuable as these are for the student of 
Australian history. Nor would it further our purpose 
to extract at length his views on the reformative efficacy 
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of the convict system, as to which he was certainly over 
sanguine. The benevolent naturalist dealt with the 
convicts in the next paragraph but one from that in 
which he had described the growing wool trade ; and it 
would almost seem that observations which he had 
intended to make relative to sheep and lambs had by 
chance strayed amongst the enthusiastic sentences in 
which he related how transportation humanised criminals. 
' All these unfortunates, lately the refuse and shame of 
their country, have become by the most inconceivable of 
metamorphoses, laborious cultivators, happy and peace- 
ful citizens ' ; ' nowhere does one hear of thieves and 
murderers ' ; ' the most perfect security prevails through- 
out the colony ' ; " redoubtable brigands, who were so long 
the terror of the Government of their country, and were 
repulsed from the breast of European society, have, 
under happier influences, cast aside their anti-social 
manners ' ; and so forth. On this subject Peron is by 
no means a witness whom the sociologist can trust ; 
though it should not escape notice that the generous 
temper in which he described what he saw of the convict 
system in operation, and his view of it as a noble experi- 
ment in reformation, indicate his desire to appraise 
sympathetically the uses to which the British were 
putting their magnificent possessions in the South Seas. 

Captain Baudin's impressions of the yoimg colony, 
contained in his letter to Jussieu,^ are also interesting, 
and may with advantage be quoted, as they appear to 
have escaped the attention of previous writers. ' I 

^ Monittur, 22nd Fructidor, an xi. (September 9, 1803). 
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could not regard without admiration/ he wrote, ' the 
immense work that the EngUsh have done during the 
twelve years that they have been established at Port 
Jackson. Although it is true that they commenced 
with large resources [' grands moyens ' ; but, indeed, 
they did not !] and incurred great expenditure, it is 
nevertheless difficult to conceive how they have so 
speedily attained to the state of splendour and comfort 
in which they now find themselves. It is true that 
Nature has done much for them in the beauty and 
security of the harbour upon which their principal 
establishment is erected ; but the nature of the soil in 
the vicinity has compelled them to penetrate the interior 
of the country to find land suitable for the various crops 
which abundantly furnish them with the means of 
subsistence, and enable them to supply the wants of 
the Eiuropean vessels which the fisheries and commerce 
attract to this port.' 

The French visitors were far more genial in their view 
of the affairs of the colony than many British writers 
have been. It was concerning this very period that 
Dr. Lang said that the population consisted, apart from 
convicts, ' chiefly of those who sold rum and those who 
drank it.' 

The reader must not, however, be hurried away from 
the subject of the convict population without the pleasure 
of an introduction to a delightful rascal, under sentence 
for forgery, with whom Peron had an interview. The 
ironical humour of the passage wiU lighten a page ; and 
the plausible character revealed in it might have escaped 
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from a comedy of Moliere. Morand was his name, and 
his crime — ' son seul crime,' wrote Peron in italics — was 
in having ' wished to associate himself with the Bank of 
England without having an account there.' 

Morand shall be permitted to teU, in his own bland, 
ingenuous way, how, like a patriot, he tried to achieve 
financially what Bonaparte failed to do by military 
genius ; and doubtless in after years he reflected that if 
his own efforts brought him to Sydney Cove, Napoleon's 
landed him at St. Helena. 

' The war,' said Morand, ' broke out between Great 
Britain and France ; the forces of the two nations were 
grappling ; but it appeared to me to be easier to destroy 
our rival by finance than by arms. I resolved, therefore, 
as a good patriot, to undertake that ruin, and to accom- 
plish it in the very heart of London. If I had succeeded,' 
he cried with enthusiasm, ' France would have held me in 
the greatest honour ; and instead of being branded as a 
brigand, I should have been proclaimed the avenger of 
my country. Scarcely had I arrived in England when I 
commenced my operations ; and at first they succeeded 
beyond all my hopes. Assisted by an Irishman not less 
skilful than myself, and who, like me, was actuated by a 
noble patriotism, desiring even more fervently than I did 
the downfall of England, I was soon enabled to counter- 
feit the notes of the Bank with such perfection that it 
was even difficult for us to distinguish those which came 
from oiu" own press from the genuine paper. I was at 
the very point of a triumph ; all my preparations were 
made for inundating England with our manufactured 
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notes ; nothing was wanting except some information 
in regard to numbering them — ^when my companion, 
whom up till then I had regarded as an honest man,^ took 
it into his head to steal some of the notes, which were 
as yet defective, inasmuch as they lacked a few trifling 
but indispensable formalities. He was arrested almost 
immediately ; and as he had behaved dishonourably 
towards me, he did not hesitate to relapse into sin in 
another aspect. He revealed everything to the 
authorities ; I was arrested and plunged into prison 
with bim ; aU my instruments, all our bank notes, were 
seized — and Great Britain was saved from the ruin 
which I had prepared for her ! 

' Evident as were the proofe of our project, I did not 
despair, thanks to the nature of the criminal laws of 
England, of escaping death ; but such were the feebleness 
and fright of my wretched partner, that I had no doubt 
of our common downfall if I were compelled to appear 
before the tribunals in association with that cowardly 
wretch. To obviate the aggravation of my own mis- 
fortunes, which could not have prevented his, I de- 
termined to endeavour to get rid of him ; and, as the 
author of both our disasters, it was quite right that he 
should suffer. In a speech to liim that was very pathetic, 
therefore, I tried to prove to him, that, our death being 
inevitable, we had nothing better to think about than 
how best to sustain the sadness and ignominy that had 
come upon us ; and that, death for death, it was better 
to fall like men of honour than under the hand of the 
executioner. The Irishman was moved, but not yet 

1 The italics aie P^n's. 
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resolved. I then made him feel that if his own infamy 
did not touch him, he ought at least to spare his children 
the disgrace of being pointed at as the offspring of one 
who had been hanged ; and that, if he had not been able 
to leave them wealth, he should at least, by an act of 
generous devotion, save them from that shame. 

' These last reflections inflamed the Irishman with a 
fine courage. We managed to procure a strong corrosive 
acid ; I feigned to take some of it ; but he took it really, 
and died ; when, disembarrassed from that silly rascal, 
I avoided the gallows which assuredly awaited me had 
I been tried with him. I was, instead, sentenced to 
transportation to this colony, where I am condemned to 
pass the remainder of my days. But the period of 
my servitude in prison is now finished ; I foUow with 
advantage two of my early trades, those of goldsmith 
and clockmaker.^ The two knaves who work for me 
increase my profits threefold. In a few years I shaU be 
one of the wealthiest proprietors in the colony ; and I 
should be one of the happiest if I were not constantly 
tormented with regret at having so unfortunately failed 
in an honourable enterprise, and at being regarded on 
that account as a vile criminal, even by those among you, 
my compatriots, who cannot know the noble principles 

' He was an emancipist ; that is, a convict liberated from prison confine- 
ment on probation. His two 'knaves' were also convicts. Transported 
men could often earn their liberty by exemplary behaviour. When Flinders 
went north in the Investigator, he was allowed to take nine convicts with him 
as part of his crew, on the promise that a good report from him would earn 
them their liberty; but that experiment was not a marked success. Morand, 
as I understand it, escaped the death penalty because the suicide of his 
companion prevented his being tried for conspiracy. The punishment for 
forgery was transportation. 
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[sic ' nobles principes ' !] which actuated my conduct, or 
who cannot appreciate them.' 

As the good Peron does not mention discovering that 
his pockets had been picked after his interview with 
this choice and humorous rogue, it will be agreed that he 
escaped from the interview with singular good fortune. 

The naturalist presented a lively picture of the port 
of Sydney, which even in those very early days was 
becoming a place of consequence. There were ships 
from the Thames and the Shannon, brought out to 
engage in whaling, which was an important industry 
then and for many years after ; ships from China ; ships 
laden with coal bound for India and the Cape ; ships 
engaged in the Bass Strait sealing trade ; ships which 
pursued a profitable but risky business in contraband 
with the Spanish South American colonies ; ships fitting 
out for the North American fur trade ; ships destined 
for enterprises among the South Sea Islands ; and, 
lastly, there was the ship of ' the intrepid M. Flinders ' 
getting ready to continue the navigations of that explorer 
in northern and north-western Australia. ' All this 
ensemble of great operations, aU these movements of 
vessels, give to these shores a character of importance 
and activity that we did not expect to meet with in 
regions so httle known in Europe, and our interest re- 
doubled with our admiration.' Above aU, one is glad to 
notice, Peron was interested in the boat in which George 
Bass had accomplished that ' audacieuse navigation,' 
the discovery of Bass Strait, in 1797-98. It was, at the 
date of this visit to Sydney, preserved in the port with 
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a sort of ' religious respect,' and small souvenirs made 
out of a portion of its keel were regarded as precious 
relics by those who possessed them. Governor King 
beheved that he could not make a more honourable 
present to Baudin than a piece of the wood of the boat 
enclosed in a silver frame, upon which he had had 
engraved a short statement of the facts of Bass's 
remarkable exploit. 

Throughout the long stay made by Baudin's vessels, 
the utmost kindness was shown to the whole company 
by the British. The governor himself, and the principal 
citizens, were hospitable ; the scientists were permitted 
to go wherever they chose ; and guides were provided for 
them on their inland excursions ; and the scurvy- 
tortured sailors were attended by Dr. Thomson, the chief 
medical officer of the colony, with ' the most touching 
activity.' In addition to this. Governor King gave the 
French commandant unlimited credit to obtain what- 
ever stores he needed, even supplying him with ofl&cial 
requisition forms which he could fill up at his own 
pleasure ; ' and these schedules, without any other 
guarantee than the signature of the commandant, were 
accepted by aU the inhabitants with the most entire 
confidence.' The generosity of King in this respect 
was aU the greater, in that the Government stores were 
for the time being short of requirements, and the governor 
had to reduce temporarily the rations of his own people 
in order to share with the French. The settlement was 
not yet self-supporting, and the delay of supply ships, 
through storms or other hindrances, meant ' short 
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commons' for alL At the time of the arrival of the 
French, the stock of wheat was very low, because floods 
on the Hawkesbury had destroyed a large part of the 
harvest ; and to meet the requirements of one hundred 
and seventy extra men taxed the resources of the ad- 
ministration somewhat severely. 

But what King had to ofier he gave with a graceful 
Uberahty. ' Although you will not find abundant 
supphes of what are most acceptable to those comiog off 
so long a voyage, yet I offer you a sincere welcome,' he 
had written ; and, happy as he was to be able to announce 
that news of the peace had been received on the day 
previous to Baudin's arrival — ^no doubt the vessel that 
brought the despatch reported to the governor that 
Le Geographe was near the heads — ' yet the continuance 
of the war would have made no difference in my reception 
of your ships, and offering every rehef and assistance in 
my power.' Not only Baudin and Peron acknowledged 
gratefully the fine courtesy shown by the British, but 
other members of the expedition also expressed them- 
selves as thankful for the consideration extended to 
them. Bailly the geologist made an excursion to the 
Hawkesbury and the mountains, in the interest of his 
own science, when boats, oarsmen, guide, interpreter, 
and everjTthing were furnished by the Government, 
' our chief having refused us even the food necessary 
for the journey.' No more could have been done for a 
British expedition. 

Baudin obtained permission for his officers to erect 
their tents for the making of astronomical observations 
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at the same place as had been appointed for the tents 
of Fhnders' officers, one of whom, delegated for this 
service, was the young John Franklin. This proximity 
of men engaged in similar work seems to have extended 
friendly feelings amongst them. It was possibly on occa- 
sions of their meeting in this manner that Flinders showed 
his charts to Baudin to illustrate what the Investigator 
had already done ; and it was after an examination of 
the drawings that Freycinet made a remark that reflected 
the regret of a keen officer for the procrastination that 
conduced to the failure of their own expedition in a 
geographical sense. 'Ah, captain,' said Freycinet, 
' if we had not been kept so long picking up shells and 
collecting butterflies at Van Diemen's Land, you would 
not have discovered the south coast before us.' ^ That 
was a mild statement of the case. If Baudin had apphed 
himself to his task of exploration with dihgence intelli- 
gently directed, he would have discovered the south 
coast before Flinders reached Australian waters. It 
was at this time, also, that the French officers learnt of 
the existence of Port Phillip, and probably obtained a 
copy of a chart of it. 

The perfect friendliness prevailing during the whole 
period of the stay of the discovery ships was disturbed 
by only two incidents, neither of which is of surviving 
importance. One consisted of a charge against jimior 
officers of having sold ashore rum which had been pur- 
chased, by permission of the governor, for use during 
the voycige. The case was investigated, the accusations 

' Flinders, Voyage, i. 190. 
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broke down, and apologies were made to the officers 
affected. The second incident arose out of a misunder- 
standing of the French method of honouring the British 
flag on King George's birthday. It was an cifEair of no 
consequence, and a brief explanation soon put matters 
right. A British officer deemed the French mode of 
' dressing ' their ships to be disrespectful, but Baudin 
was able to show that what was done was in accordance 
with the regulations of his country's navy, which provided 
that ' the place of honour for the flag of a foreign nation 
which we intend to distinguish, must be on the starboard 
of the main-yard arm.' The fact that these two trivial 
incidents were the only recorded elements of misunder- 
standing during a period of nearly six months, at a time 
when animosities between En^ish and French people — 
and especially sailors — ^were extraordinaiily acute, testifies 
to the good manners of the French, the hospitable feeling 
of the English, and the pleasant temper of aH parties. 

Governor King, notwithstanding his benevolent dis- 
position, was mindfol of his responsibihties. Before a 
French sail was sighted he had been advised of the fact 
that Baudin's ships were to visit Australian waters, 
and it is quite dear that, ia common with most of his 
contemporaries, he was very suspicious of Gallic designs. 
He was a naval officer himseK, and British naval men at 
that period were pretty well unanimously of Nelson's 
opinion, when he wrote to Hugh Elliot, ' I never trust a 
Corsican or a Frenchman ; I would give the devil all 
the good ones to take the remainder.' The arrival of 
Flinders iu the Investigator on May 9, and his reports as 
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to the presence of the French on the southern coast, 
made the governor wary and watchful ; and on May 21 
he wrote to the Duke of Portland suggesting the estabhsh- 
ment of a colony at the newly discovered Port Phillip. 
' I am more sohcitous respecting forming this settlement 
from the probabihty of the French having it in contempla- 
tion to make a settlement on the north-west coast, which 
I cannot help thinking is the principal object of their 
researches.' ^ The letter exhibits the suspicion in King's 
mind, and his alertness to frustrate any attempt to 
threaten the interests and security of the colony under 
his charge by the planting of a foreign settlement in its 
neighbourhood. 

But Captain Baudin was very frank. In his first letter 
to the governor, dated June 23, and written on the day 
after his arrival in port, he requested permission to remain 
for some time, ' as we aU want a httle rest, having been 
at sea for nine consecutive months ' -^ and he added the 
assurance that ' I shall at the first interview it will be 
your pleasure to grant me, furnish you with all the in- 
formation which may be of interest to you, concerning 
the expedition which I am making by order of the 
French Government.' 

Baudin kept his promise. He handed over to King his 
journals, ' in which were contained all his orders from the 
first idea of his voyage taking place,' and also the whole 
of the drawings made on the voyage.^ The governor 



' Historical Records of New South Wales. The N.W. coast referred to 
is, of course, N.W. Tasmania. 
^ King's letter to Banks, Historical Records of New South Wales, v. 133. 
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was able to examine these at his leisure, and that he 
made rose of the opporfamity is apparent from his brief 
summary of the orders. ' His object was, by his orders, 
the collection of objects of natural history from this 
country at large, and the gec^aphy of Van Diemen's 
Land. The south and south-west coast, as well as the 
north and north-west coast, were his particular objects. 
It does not appear by his orders that he was at all in- 
structed to touch here, which I do not think he intended 
if not obliged by distress.' Evidently he did not, as was 
indicated by Hamelin's resolve to go to Mauritius in May. 
King had to confess, after a perusal of the papers, that he 
was left with merely ' general ideas ' on the nature of the 
French visit to Van Diemen's Land. These, however, 
he communicated to Baudin, who ' informed me that he 
knew of no idea that the French had of settling on any 
part or side of this continent.' ^ It does not appear that 
the governor showed any of the French papers or charts 
to Flinders, whose statements in his book indicate that 
he had not seen them. 

The governor, then, corrmienced his relations with the 
French commandant by being doubtful and vigilant ; 
but frequent personal interviews, and an examination 
of the whole of the ships' orders, journals, and charts, 
con\Tnced him that the suspicions were not justified, 
and that there were no designs, about which he need be 
concerned, behind the pacific professions of the voyagers. 
From this time forth Baudin and King met almost daily ; 
and from the beginning to the end of the visit the 

' King's lettei to Banks, Historual Records cf Nero South Wales, t. 133. 
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governor had not the faintest reason for doubting the good 
faith of his guests. On Jtily 11 he gave his authority 
for Baudin to purchase the httle colonial-built Casuarina, 
with which to explore shallow waters, thus facilitating 
the pursuit of the objects of the expedition. 

Baudin's letter of farewell was a worthy acknowledg- 
ment of the benefits he had received. ' On leaving the 
colony,' he wrote, ' I bequeath to the French nation the 
duty of offering to you the thanks which are due to you 
as governor for all you have done as well for ourselves as 
for the success of the expedition ; but it is for me to 
assure you how valuable your friendship has been and 
will ever be to me. ... It will be a satisfaction for me 
to correspond with you from whatever country events 
may bring me to. It is, as you know, the only means 
which men who love and esteem one another can make 
use of, and it wiU be the one of which we shall reciprocally 
avail ourselves if, on your part, I have been able by 
my conduct to inspire you with the feelings which yours 
has inspired me with.' ^ Baudin also wrote a general 
letter, addressed to the administrators of the French 
colonies of Mainitius and Reunion, setting forth the aids 
which Governor King had rendered to his people, and 
expressing the hope that if at any time a British ship 
whose commander carried a copy of the letter should be 
compelled to call at either island, it would be shown 
that the French were not less hospitable and benevolent.^ 
Twelve signed copies of this letter ^ were given to King, 
who, however, does not seem to have given one to Flinders 

^ HUtorUal Records, iv. 1006. ^ Ibid., iv. 968. ' Ibid., p. 133. 



2o8 TERRE NAPOLfiON 

when he sailed with the Cumberland. It is doubtful 
whether the possession of one would have made any 
difEerence in General Decaen's treatment of the English 
navigator, as he was quite well aware of the services 
rendered to Baudin's expedition by the British at Port 
Jackson. In fact, it is not known that King made any 
use of the document. A copy of it was found among his 
papers after his death. 

It was not fill after Le Geographe and Le Naturediste 
had sailed away (November i8) that a piece of gossip 
came to King's ears that caused him uneasiness. Accord- 
ing to the rumour, Lieutenant-Colonel Paterson, of the 
New South Wales corps, had stated that one of the 
French officers had told him that one of the purposes of 
the expedition was to fix upon a site for a settlement 
in Van Diemen's Land. Paterson did not report this 
story to the governor, as it was his obvious duty to do 
were it true that he had been so informed. Had he 
reported it. King could have confronted Baudin with 
witnesses before his ships left the harbour. ' I should 
have required a positive explanation from the French 
commodore, and would have taken a vessel up to have 
preceded any attempt of that kind they might have in 
contemplation.' 

King sent for Paterson, and questioned him as to what 
he had heard. His excuse for not personally communi- 
cating the story which he had allowed to drift to the 
governor's ears by chance, was that he thought that what 
he had heard must have come to King's knowledge also : 
a supine and almost flippant explanation of neglect in a 
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matter which was serious if the allegations were true. 
He affirmed also that one of the French officers had 
pointed out to him on a chart the very place where they 
intended to settle. It was in what is now known as 
Frederick Henry Bay, in the south of Tasmania.* 

The governor took prompt action. He at once fitted 
out the armed schooner Cumberland — the vessel in which 
Flinders afterwards sailed to Mauritius — and placed her 
under the command of Acting-Lieutenant Robbins. She 
carried a company of seventeen persons in all, including 
the Surveyor-General, Charles Grimes ; for Robbins 
was also instructed to take the schooner on to Port 
Phillip after finding the French, and to have a complete 
survey made. 

Robbins was directed to ascertain where the French 
ships were, to hand to Baudin a letter, and to lay formal 
claim to the whole of Van Diemen's Land for the British 
Crown ; to erect the British flag wherever he landed ; 
and to sow seeds in anticipation of the needs of settlers, 
whom it was intended to send in the Porpoise at a later 
date. It was a bold move, for had Baudin's intentions 
been such as he was now suspected of entertaining, the 
one hundred and seventy men under his command 
would surely have had httle difficulty in disposing of 
the handful whom yoimg Robbins led. 

But no assertion of force was necessary at all, and 
one can hardly read the letters and despatches bearing 
upon the incident without feeUng that the proceedings 
fairly lent themselves to the ridicule which the nimble- 

' Backhouse Walker, Early Tasmania, p. 15. 
O 
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witted French officers applied to them. Baudin and his 
people had not gone to Frederick Henry Bay ; they had 
not planted the tricolour anywhere in Tasmania ; they 
had not even called at any port ia that island. Instead, 
they were discovered quietly charting, catching insects, 
and collecting plants at Sea Elephants Bay, on the east 
of King Island, which, it wUl be remembered, they had 
missed on the former part of their voyage. 

But Acting-Lieutenant Robbins was young, and was 
surcharged with a sense of the great responsibility cast 
upon him. A more experienced officer, having delivered 
his message, might have waited quietly alongside the 
French until they finished their work, and then seen 
them pohtely ' off the premises,' so to speak ; in which 
event Governor King's purpose would have been fully 
served and no offence would have been given. But 
instead of that, after Isong at anchor beside Le Giogrwphe 
for six days, on friendly and even convivial terms with 
the French, Robbins landed with his army of seventeen 
stalwarts, fastened the British flag to a tree over the tents 
of the naturaHsts, had a volley fired by three marines — 
he was doing the thing in style — and, r ailin g for three 
cheers, which were lustily given, formally asserted 
possession of King Island. There was no need to do 
anything of the kind, for the island had been discovered 
four years before, and was at this very time occupied by 
British people, who used it as the headquarters of the 
Bass Strait sealing industry. 

Robbins' action, though strictly in accordance with 
the instructions given to him on the supposition that the 
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French would be found in occupation of territory in 
Tasmania, was, in the circumstances, tactless to the 
point of rudeness, though it caused less indignation than 
amusement among them. It is to be noticed that the 
flag of the Republic had not been erected over the tents 
of the visitors, nor anywhere on the island. Other- 
wise, we may suppose, Acting-Lieutenant Robbins would 
have gone a step further and pulled it down ; and 
what would have happened then we can but surmise. 

Baudin was on his ship, which was anchored a little 
way off the shore, when the ' hurrahs ' of the assertive 
seventeen directed his attention to Robbins' solemn 
proceedings. In a private letter to King he described 
what had happened as a ' chUdish ceremony,' which had 
been made more ridiculous ' from the manner in which 
the flag was placed, the head being downwards, and the 
attitude not very majestic. Having occasion to go on 
shore that day, I saw for myself what I am telling you. 
I thought at first it might have been a flag which had 
been used to strain water and then hung out to dry ; 
but seeing an armed man walking about, I was informed 
of the ceremony which had taken place that morning.' ^ 
He asserted that Petit, one of his artists, had made an 
amusing caricature of the ceremony, but that he, Baudin, 
had torn it up, and directed that it was not to be repeated. 

The tone of Baudin's letters betrayed more annoyance 
than his language actually expressed ; but assuming 
that his professions were true, it must be admitted that 
he had reeison to feel offended. He had left Sydney on 

^ Baudin to King, Historical Records, v. 829. 
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excdlent terms with the governor, who had not only 
wished well to his tmdertaldng, but had assisted in its 
prosecution by enabling the Casuarina to be pnrchased. 
He now found himself pursued by a youthful and exuber- 
ant officer, presented with a letter 'w^ch suggested 
intentions that he had explicitly disavowed, and the 
British fag was virtually flapped in his face in a some- 
what xmmanneTiy fashion. King's letter to hnn ex- 
plained the rumour which had led to the despatch of 
the Cumberland, and contained the following passage : 
' You will easily imagine that if any information of that 
kind had reached me before your departure, I should 
have requested an explanation ; but as I knew nothing 
of it, and at present totally disbeUeving anjihing of 
the kind ever being thought of, I consider it but proper 
to give you this information.' 

Baudin wrote two letters in reply, one officially, and 
the second, by far the more interesting document, a 
personal and friendly epistle. In the official answer he 
said : ' The story you have heard, of which I suspect 
Mr. Kemp, captain in the New South Wales corps, to be 
the author, is without foundation, nor do I believe that 
the officers and naturalists who are on board can have 
given cause for it by their conversation. But in any case 
you may rest well assured that if the French Government 
had ordered me to remain some days either in the north 
or south of Van Diemen's Land, discovered by Abel 
Tasman, I would have stopped there without keeping 
my intention secret from yon.' Baodin's additional 
statement that, prior to the flag incident, he had taken 
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care to place in four prominent parts of the island 'proofs 
sufficient to show the priority of our visit,' must, however, 
have brought a smile to King's Ups, and certainly makes 
one wonder what Baudin meant by ' priority ' ; since 
King Island had previously been visited by Flinders, 
had been fully charted, and was the frequent resort of 
sealers. As a matter of fact, the Snow-Harrington, 
which had succoured Boullanger and his boat crew of 
abandoned Frenchmen in the previous March, had, after 
that fortunate meeting, stayed at the island ten weeks, 
when there were killed the enormous number of six 
hundred sea-elephants and four thousand three hundred 
seals.^ Besides, Baudin assured King that ' I intend ' 
that the island ' shall continue to bear your name,' 
forgetful that it would not have had a name eilready if 
his own visit had been ' prior ' to others. 

The second, unofficial, letter which Baudin wrote to 
the governor repeated his positive assurances that the 
suspicions concerning his objects were without founda- 
tion, but on account of the personal regard which he 
entertained for King, he determined to teU him frankly 
his opinion regarding the forming of European settle- 
ments and the dispossessing of native peoples. The 
view expressed by him bears the impress of the ' ideas 
of '89,' ideas which laid stress on the rights of man and 
human equahty, and professed for the backward races a 
special fratemeil tenderness. ' To my way of thiakiag,' 
said the commodore, ' I have never been able to conceive 
that there was any justice or equity on the part of 

' Backhouse Walker, Early Tasmania, p. 21. 
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Europeans, in seizing, in the name of their governments, 
a land for the first time, when it is inhabited by men who 
have not always deserved the title of savages, or cannibals, 
which has been given to them, while they were but 
children of nature, and just as httle savages as are actually 
your Scotch Highlanders ^ or our peasants of Brittany, 
who, if they do not eat their fellowmen, are nevertheless 
just as objectionable. From this it appears to me that 
it would be infinitely more glorious for yoiir nation, as for 
mine, to mould for society the inhabitants of the respective 
countries over whom they have rights, instead of wishing 
to dispossess those who are so far removed by immedi- 
ately seizing the soil which they own and which has given 
them birth. These remarks are no doubt impohtic, but 
at least reasonable from the facts ; and had this principle 
been generally adopted you woidd not have been obliged 
to form a colony by means of men branded by the law, 
and who have become criminals through the fault of the 
Government which has neglected and abandoned them to 
themselves. It follows, therefore, that not only have you 
to reproach yourselves with an injustice in seizing their 
lands, but also in transporting on a soil where the crimes 
and the diseases of Europeans were unknown, all that 
could retard the progress of civilisation, but which has 
served as a pretext to your Government. I have no 

* Had Baadin been reading about the Sage of Lichfield? ' Well, sir, God 
made Scotland.' 'Certainly,' replied Dr. Johnson, 'but we must always 
remember that he made it for Scotchmen ; and comparisons are odious, 
Mr. Strahan, but God made Hell.' Caledonian Societies, of which there 
are many in various parts of the world, will obseire with gratitude Bandin's 
concession that Highlanders did not eat their fellowmen. 
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knowledge of the claims which the French Government 
may have upon Van Diemen's Land, nor of its designs ; 
but I think that its title will not be any better grounded 
than yoiurs.' 

After this taste of Baudin's reflections, it is really a 
pity that we possess so httle from his pen. Had he 
lived to be the historian of the expedition, his work would 
have been very different in character from that of Peron ; 
though it is hardly likely that an elaboration of the 
views expressed in the personal letter to King would have 
been favoured with the imprint ' de I'lmprimerie Im- 
p6riale.' P6ron's anthropological studies among Aus- 
tralian aboriginals led him to conclusions totally at 
variance with the nebulous ' state of nature ' theories 
of the time, which pictured the civilised being as a 
degenerate from man unspoUed by law, government, 
and convention. The tests and measurements of blacks 
which he made, and compared with those of French and 
English people, showed him that even physically the 
native was an inferior animal ; his observations of ways 
of Ufe in the wild Bush taught him that organised society, 
with all its restraints, was preferable to the supposed 
freedom of savagery ; and he deduced the philosophical 
conclusion that the ' state of nature ' was in truth a state 
of subjection to pitiless forces, only endurable by beings 
who felt not the bondage because they knew of no more 
ennobled condition.^ Baudin carried away from his 

^ A more distinguished man was cured of his early Rousseauism by an 
acquaintance with peoples far higher in the scale of advancement than 
Australian aboriginals. ' Up to sixteen years of age,' said Napoleon in a scrap 
of conversation recorded by Roederer, ' I would have fought for Rousseau 
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visits to the abodes of untutored races no truer notion 
than came from his own unsubstantiated sentiments, 
nourished by no contact with facts, but imbibed un- 
critically from the rhetorical rhapsodists of Rousseau's 
school. Crabbe summed them up in half a dozen lines : — 

"Tis the savage state 
Is only good, and ours sophisticate ! 
See ! the free creatures in their woods and plains, 
Where without laws each happy monarch reigns, 
King of himself — while we a number dread, 
By slaves commanded and by dunces led.' 

Peron spoke of savage peoples, not with less sympathy 
but with a sjmnipathy groimded on knowledge ; and he 
wasted no words about the ' injustice ' of occupying lands 
which the aboriginal only used in the sense that lands are 
' used ' by rabbits and dingoes. Peron's appreciation 
of well-observed facts gave him some poUtical insight 
in the philosophical sense, and he comprehended the 
development of which the country was capable. Gsuld 
Baudin's shade visit to-day the shores that he traversed 
more than a centmy ago, he would surely acknowledge 
that orchards of ripening fruit, miles of golden grain, 
miUions of white fleeces, the cattle of a thousand hills, 
great cities throbbing with immense energies, and a 
commerce of ever augmenting vastness, ministering to 
the happiness of free and prosperous populations, are, 
in the large ledger of hiimanity, an abundant compensa- 
tion for the disappearance of the few companies of naked 

against all the friends of Voltaire. Now it is the contrary. I have been 
especially disgusted with Rousseau since I have seen the East. Savage man 
is a dog.' 
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savages whom, when civilisation once invaded their 
ancestral haunts, neither the agencies of government 
nor philanthropy could save from the processes of 
decay. 

The account given by Peron of the flag-raising incident 
was quite accurate, but he presented his readers with a 
wholly untrue version of Governor King's letter to 
Baudin. With the document before us, we must doubt 
whether P6ron ever saw it. The passage printed by him 
in quotation marks bears hardly a resemblance to the 
courteous terms of the actual letter, which did not 
contain any such threat as that ' all these countries 
form an integral part of the British Empire,' and ' it 
will be my duty to oppose by every means in my power 
the execution of the design you are supposed to have 
in view.' It seems probable that P^ron heard the letter 
read, or its contents summarised, but, in writing, mixed 
up the substance of it with blustering language which 
may have been used by Acting-Lieutenant Robbins.^ 
At all events. King used no word of menace, while 
conveying plainly that the establishment of a French 
settlement would require ' explanation.' 

There is no good reason for disbelieving Baudin's 
disclaimer. It was plain and candid ; and there was 
nothing in his actions while he was in Australian waters 
which belied his words. The baseless character of the 
gossip promulgated by Lieutenant-Colonel Paterson, and 
the alleged exhibition of the map indicating the exact 
spot where the French intended to settle in Frederick 

^ Backhouse Walker also held this view [Early Tasmania, p. i8]. 
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Henry Bay, were disposed of by the faxrt that Baudin's 
ships went nowhere near that place after leaving Sydney. 
If any French of&cer did show Pateison a chart, he must 
have been amusing himself by playing on the suspidons 
of the Englishman, who was probably ' fishing ' for 
information. Baudin's conduct, and that of his of&cers, 
never suggested that search for a site for settlement was 
part of the mission of the expedition ; and, in the face of 
the commodore's emphatic denials, positive evidence, or 
a strong chain of facts to the contrary, would have to be 
forthcoming before such a story could be entertained. 
Suspicions were natural enough in face of the strained 
feelings, the wars, the plots and counterplots of diplomacy. 
Napoleon's menaced invasion of England, and all the 
other factors that made for racial animosity at the 
beginning of the nineteenth century ; but viewing the 
circumstances in the perspective made by the lapse of 
a hundred years, cool judgment must dismiss the jealous 
alarms of 1802 as being imfounded. 

Yet a patriotic Frenchman, as Peron was, could not 
witness this remarkable growth of a new offshoot of 
British power in the South Seas without regret and 
misgiving. ' Doubtless,' he commented on Robbins' 
action, ' that cerenaony will appear silly to people who 
know little about English poUty ; but for the states- 
man such formalities assume a much more serious and 
important character. By these pubhc and repeated 
declarations England seems every day to fortify her 
pretensions, to establish her rights, in a positive manner, 
and to devise pretexts to repulse, even by force of arms. 
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all other peoples who may wish to form settlements 
in these distant coimtries.' We shall not honour Peron 
the less because he expressed an opinion so natural to 
a man solicitous for his country's prestige. 

It has been stated by one or two writers that the 
action of Robbins put an end to the cordial relations 
which had previously existed between him and the French. 
But that is an error. They had cause to be offended, 
but the young man was treated with indulgence. P^ron 
records that both Grimes and Robbins visited the tents 
of the French after the flag incident, and shared their 
frugal dinner ; and Baudin informed King that, the 
Cumberland having lost an anchor, his forge was at work 
for a whole day supplying the wants of the British 
schooner — a service akin to heaping coals of fire on the 
head of the zealous acting-lieutenant. At the same time, 
other members of the French expedition experienced 
very kind treatment from British fishermen. Faure, one 
of the scientific staff, was sent in a small boat to complete 
a chart of the island. A violent storm compelled him 
to go ashore on the western end, where he and his sailors 
were for three days most hospitably entertained by 
sealers, who, on their departure, forced upon them 
some of their finest furs as presents. ' How is it,' com- 
ments P6ron, ' that such touching hospitaHty, of which 
voyages offer so many examples, is nearly always exer- 
cised by men whose poverty and roughness of character 
seem to impose such an obHgation least upon them. It 
seems that misfortune, rather than philosophy and 
brilliant education, develops in mankind that noble 
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and disinterested virtue which induces us to minister 
to the woes of others.' 

Le Natwralisie sailed for Europe from King Island on 
December 8, carrying with her all the plants and natural 
history specimens collected up to date, as well as the 
charts. The collections were, as King wrote to Sir 
Joseph Banks, ' immense.' ^ Le Giographe and the 
Casuarina left on December 27, and sailed direct for 
Kangaroo Island, to resume in that neighbourhood tiie 
charting which Baudin had abandoned in the previous 
year. They did not, as the logs show, make any attanpt 
to examine Port Phillip. Robbins and his seventeen 
guardians of British rights on the Cumberland remained 
for some time longer making a thorough examination ; 
after which they sailed for Port PhiUip, and Grimes 
made the first complete survey of that great sheet of 
water. 

It is only necessary to add that King reported to the 
Admiralty his approval of Robbins' action, and that 
to ' make the French commander acquainted with my 
intention of settling Van Diemen's Land was all I sought 
by this voyage.' But it is obvious from a letter which 
he wrote to Banks, after Baudin's death, and after his 
soul had been moved to righteous wrath by the iniquitous 
treatment of Flinders — ^whom he so warmly admired 
and so loyally aided — that suspicion, once implanted in 
King's mind, was not eradicated by exphdt disavowals. 
Had Baudin Uved another year, he said, ' I think it very 
possible that the commodore would most likely have 

' Historical Records, \y. 844. 
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visited the colony for the purpose of annihilating the 
settlement.' But surely here, if ever, the lines were 
applicable — 

' In the night imagining some fear, 
How easy is a bush supposed a bear ! ' 

Baudin, after his remarkable exploits in 1800-4, was the 
last man whom Napoleon would have chosen to try to 
annihilate a British settlement anywhere. Rather, in 
such an unlikely event, would his own crew have been 
in danger of annihilation from his methods. 
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CHAPTER X 

RETURN OF THE EXPEDITION 

Le Geographe sails for Kangaroo Island — Exploration of the two 
gulfs in the Casuarina by Freycinet — Baudin's erratic behaviour 
— Port Lincoln — Peron among the giants — A painful excursion 
— Second visit to Timor — Abandonment of north coast explora- 
tion — Baudin resolves to return home — Voyage to Mauritius — 
Death of Baudin — ^Treatment of him by Peron and Freycinet — 
Return of Le Geographe — Depression of the staff and crew. 

/E GEOGRAPHE sighted Kangaroo Island on 
January 2, and anchored on the 6th in Nepean 
Bay on the eastern side. The Casuarina joined 
her consort on the following day. 

Freycinet, who was in command of the smaller vessel, 
was instructed to maJce a complete survey of the two 
guUfe named by the French after Bonaparte and Josephine, 
and by Flinders, their discoverer, after Lord Spencer and 
Lord St. Vincent, who were First Lords of the Admiralty 
when his own expedition was authorised and when it 
sailed from England. 

The Casuarina was provisioned for twenty-six days for 
this task, and Freycinet took with him BouUanger, one 
of the hydrographers, who prepared the charts under 
his supervision. No part of the French work was better 
done than was the charting of the two gulfe and Kangaroo 
Island, and, as previously indicated, its quality very 
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naturally aroused the suspicion that the improvement 
owed something to the charts of Flinders. It has been 
shown, however, that this was not the case. Of Boul- 
langer's training and qualifications nothing can be said, 
except that it may be presumed that the Committee of 
the Institute of France which selected him, comprising 
two such experts as Bougainville and Fleurieu, must have 
been satisfied of his attainments. Much of his work was 
certainly done under severe trials and difficulties, but it 
is chiefly significant that the improvement in the charting 
synchronises with the presence in command of Freycinet ; 
and allusion may again be made to the beautiful work 
done by this officer when he commanded the Uranie and 
the Physicienne a few years later, as showing his deep 
interest and practical skUl in employment of this class. 

There can be no doubt that the work would have been 
better done throughout had Captain Baudin been a more 
sympathetic commander. To what extent the deficiencies 
of the French charts of the remainder of the Terre 
Napol6on coasts are attributable to his failure to appreci- 
ate the requirements of his scientific staff, can be con- 
jectured ; but the peremptory manner in which he allotted 
so many days and no more for the survey of the gulfs, 
and then sailed off leaving the Casuarina to shift for 
herself, reveals an extraordinary temper in a corrmiander 
on such service, as well as a fatuous disregard of the 
many hindrances that made rigid time conditions difficult 
to observe. 

Flinders had occupied forty days in his exploration 
of the two gulfs — from February 21 to April i, 1802. 
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Freydnet occtipied only twenty-one dajre in traversing 
precisely the same extent of coast-line — from January ii 
to February i, 1803. Flinders had settled the question 
as to whether there was a passage through the continent 
to the Gulf of Carpentaria, and Freydnet and Baudin 
were by this time aware that no important discovery 
of this character was to be expected. But the navigation 
was perilous, the risks were unknown, and Freydnet 
should have been able to pursue his task unhampered 
by the fear that if circumstances compelled him to over- 
stay his time for a day or two, he would be abandoned 
in a small vessel without provisions for more than his 
narrowly prescribed period. ' But the character of our 
chief was known.' ' Quite sure of being pitilessly 
abandoned in case of delay,' Freydnet made haste to 
return to Nepean Bay at the end of the month. But 
when he reached the anchorage he found that Baudin 
had already sailed away. ' The abandonment of our 
companions in the midst of these vast gulfs, where so 
many perils might be encoimtered, had been a subject 
of constellation on board Le Geographe,' Peron records. 
It really was imaccountable behaviour ; even worse 
than that of the abandonment of Boullanger and his 
boat's crew on the east coast of Tasmania in the previous 
March. A commander who treated those among his 
subordinates who were sustaining the most dangerous 
and exacting part of the work with so little considera- 
ion, can hardly have maintained their confidence, or 
deserved it 
The Casuarina, making all sail for Nepean Bay west- 
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ward, sighted the leading ship in Investigator Strait. 
But Baudin did not wait even then. He kept Le 
GSografhe on her course, under a full head of sail, without 
permitting the Casuarina to come up and report, or 
inquiring after the success of her work. The two ships 
soon lost sight of each other. Next day Baudin, evidently 
realising the enormity of his folly, veered round, and 
returned to Nepean Bay. But as the Casuarina had kept 
on westward during the night, in a frantic endeavour to 
catch her leader, the two vessels crossed far apart and 
out of vision. They did not meet again for fourteen 
days, when both lay at anchor in King George's Sound. 

It is not wonderful that Freycinet confessed that he 
was ' astonished ' at Baudin's manoeuvres. They were 
scarcely those of a rational being, to say nothing of a 
commander responsible for the safety of two ships and 
the lives of their people. The company on the smaller 
vessel endured severe privations. They were reduced 
to a ration of three ounces of biscuit per man per day, 
and to a mere drink of water ; and the ship herself 
sustained such severe damage from heavy seas that, 
said Freycinet, had he been delayed a few hours in 
reaching King George's Sound, he would have been 
compelled to run her ashore to prevent her from founder- 
ing. ' Judge of the horror of my position,' he wrote, 
and he certainly did not exaggerate when he used that 
term ; for the coast along which he ran for safety is one 
of the most hopelessly barren in the whole world, offering 
to a stranded mariner neither sustenance, shelter, nor 
means of deliverance. 
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The only feature of much mterest pertaining to the 
geographical work of the expedition in the r^on of the 
gulfe, is the high opinion formed by Peron of Port Lincohi 
— called Port Champagny on the Terre Napoleon charts. 
The port has not played a large part in the subsequent 
development of Australia, but Flinders, who discovered 
it and named it after the chief town of his native county, 
and the French of Baudin's expedition, who were the 
second people to enter it, thought very highly of its 
beauty and value. Peron spoke of it as a ' magnificent 
port,' in which all the navies of Europe could float, 
and concluded two pages of description with the words : 
' Worthy rival of Port Jackson, Port Lincoln is, in all 
respects, one of the finest in the world ; and of all those 
which we have discovered jyet they had not discovered 
a single port of any kind !], whether to the south, the west, 
or the north of New Holland, it appears to be, I repeat, 
the best adapted to receive a European colony.' After 
many years of settlement. Port Lincoln boasts of fewer 
than a thousand inhabitants ; for though the glowing 
language of admiration concerning its b^uty and 
convenience written by Flinders and P6ron wkxe fully 
justified, a back country too arid to support a large 
population has prevented it from attaining to great 
importance among the harbours of Australia. To the 
student of the history of exploration, however. Port 
Lincohi is interesting even beyond the measure of its 
beauty ; for there, in 1841, Sir John Franklin, then 
governor of Tasmania, erected at his own cost a monu- 
ment to the honour of Flinders, his old commander. 
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from whom he imbibed that passion for exploration 
which was in due time to place his own name imperishably 
amongst the glorious company of great English seamen. 

Peron himself experienced the cross-grained temper of 
the commander during the visit of the ships to Sharks 
Bay. This was the scene of Dampier's descent upon 
the Western Australian coast in 1699, in the rickety 
little Roebuck. It was here that his men dined off 
sharks' flesh, and ' took care that no waste should be 
made of it, but thought it, as things stood, good enter- 
tainment.'^ The bay received from Dampier, on 
account of the feast, the name it has ever since borne. 

Some of the French sailors who had been ashore 
returned in a wild state of alarm on account of giants 
whom they professed to have seen — men of extraordinary 
strength and stature, they reported, with long black 
beards, armed with enormous spears and shields, who 
ran at a furious pace, brandishing their weapons and 
giving utterance to fearful yells. ' However extravagant 
these assertions might appear,' said the incredulous 
naturalist, ' it was necessary to collect precise information 
on the subject.' The scientific Ulysses regarded the 
reputed Cyclops with a calculating scepticism. Had 
Pol3T)hemus been at hand, Peron would have politely 

^ Dampier's men were unprejudiced in matters of gastronomy, but their 
taste in fish was not to their discredit. Shark's flesh, especially when 
young, is, there is reason to believe, excellent eating. During some weeks 
in a recent summer, when what we may term ' orthodox ' fish was scarce, 
a fashionable Australian sea-side hotel was regularly supplied with young 
shark — ' gummy ' — by a fisherman, for whose veracity the author can vouch. 
Neither proprietor, chef, nor guests knew what it was, and all were well fed 
and happy. 
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requested him to permit himself to be weighed and 
measured, and would have written an admirable mono- 
graph on his sohtary optic. 

There were, he considered, some reasons for thinking 
that a race of men of heroic proportions inhabited this 
western part of the continent. The Dutch captain, 
Vlaming, in 1697, had reported finding gigantic human 
footprints upon the banks of the Swan River, near 
where the city of Perth now stands ; and two of Baudin's 
officers, whose names were not Munchausen and Sindbad 
but Heirisson and Moreau, declared that they also had 
observed the same phenomena at the same place. Peron 
set down these stories to the exaggerative distortion of 
lovers of the marvellous, ' of whom we counted some 
amongst us.' But when the sailors came scampering 
back to the ship with the tale that they had actually 
seen the giants and been pursued by them, the naturalist 
began to think that there was probably some groimd 
for the behef. At aU events, he determined to go and 
see for himself. 

He requested Baudin to send a few armed men ashore 
with him, but was rudely refused. Not to be thwarted 
in continuing his researches in so favourable a place, 
Peron determined to make use of a couple of days during 
which a furnace was to be erected for extracting salt 
from the sea by evaporation — the ship's supply having 
been depleted — to run the risk of an excursion on his 
own account ; whereupon Petit, one of the artists, and 
Guichenot, one of the gardeners, resolved to accompany 
him. 
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The adventurous three were soon favoured with a visit 
from a troop of aboriginals, who, though by no means 
giants, were certainly formidable foes. There were 
forty of them, all armed with spears. Peron and his 
companions, to defend themselves, had only a musket 
and a pair of pistols. The savages, terrible fellows, 
advanced with ' clameurs terribles et mena9antes.' 
Retreat for the Frenchmen was impossible. A show 
of courage was the best policy ; and the three, one of 
whom, Petit, had been ' plein de terreur ' when the blacks 
first made their appearance, put on a bold front and 
marched forward ' avec assurance a leur rencontre.' 
This bold tactical manoeuvre met with its deserved 
reward. The savages were visibly disconcerted. One 
of them made signs of invitation to a parley, but Peron 
considered it to be hazardous for one of the three to 
isolate himself from his companions. The trio continued 
to advance, resolved to sell their lives dearly if die they 
must. Such unexpected audacity threw the blacks into 
a state of uncertainty, and, after deliberating for a few 
moments, they turned their backs and went away, 
though slowly, and without the appearance of fear or 
disorder. Peron, Petit, and Guichenot, ' to give the 
aboriginals a higher idea of our confidence and our 
courage,' did not halt in their advance, but marched in 
the track of the retreating forty, who climbed to the 
height of a steep cliff and there continued to yell and 
gesticulate as though desirrag to have conference with 
one of the white men. ' After having responded for some 
time with similar cries and gestures ' — Ulysses defying 
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Polj^phemus will recur to the mind — Peron and his 
companions concluded this signal display of coolness 
and daring by quietly walking back and proceeding on 
their journey inland. They were not pursued nor 
further molested. 

Cool vision detracted from the gigantic stature of the 
Sharks Bay blacks as effectiially as a cool demeanour 
disposed of the danger from them. The tallest man 
among them Peron declared to be no more than five feet 
four or five inches in height, and most of the forty were 
small sized, thin-limbed, and of feeble appearance. It is 
easy to perceive in this incident, where a disposition to 
exaggerate looking through the lens of fear, magnified a 
group of sUght and slender savages into terrific giants, 
how many a legend has come to birth. The original sons 
of Anak would probably have been severely shortened 
of their inches had a Peron been available to bring illusion 
promptly to the test of measurement, and perhaps a 
scientific Jack the Giant Killer could have done deadly 
execution with a footrule.^ 

The three adventurers suffered far more severely from 
the heat of the sun and the fatigues of working among 
thick bush and sand than from the natives of the country. 
They made a fine collection of specimens, and, congratu- 
lating themselves on their success, endeavoured to make 
their way back to the boat. But they soon realised that 

^ It may be noted that Peron's researches regarding the physical propor- 
tions and capacities of savage races aronsed mnch interest in France. The 
Moniteur of April 25 and June 23, 1808, published two long articles on 
' the physical force of savage people,' founded upon P&on's writings and 
his records of comparative dynamometric data. 
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they were ' bushed ' — a term familiar enough to those 
who are acquainted with the story of Austrahan inland 
exploration. The country weis covered with thick scrub, 
through which they endeavoured to make their way. 
The afternoon sim poured down a pitiless flood of heat, 
the white, glaring sand burnt their feet, the air in the 
Bush was stifling. It was as though they were walking 
through furnaces ; and there were no spreading trees to 
reheve the ordeal by a touch of shade. They at length 
regained the shore, and trudged along the soft, hot sand ; 
when Peron, exhausted after a walk of three hours, was 
compelled to throw aside the greater part of the collection 
which he had made at the expense of so much painful 
labour. Shortly afterwards Guichenot fell to the ground 
exhausted by hunger, thirst, and fatigue, and begged 
his companions to leave him there to die while they 
endeavoured to save themselves. Peron remembered a 
passage he had read in Cook's voyages about the reviving 
effect of a plunge in sea-water ; and he and Petit tried it 
by wading in up to their necks. They assisted Guichenot 
to do the same, and revived him sufficiently to enable 
him to continue the weary march. The sun set ; a breeze 
sprang up ; and soon the three travellers saw with joy 
the smoke of a fire which had been lighted as a guide to 
them. They staggered on, and at last all three fell faint- 
ing in sight of their companions, who hurried forward to 
relieve them. 

There is nothing incredible in P^ron's narrative of 
the sufferings of himself and his companions on this 
excursion. It is not surprising to one with a knowledge 
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of the local conditions. The exertions they had made 
should have earned them commendation, or at least 
compassion, from the commandant. But Baudin's view 
was censorious. Three times during the evening a gun 
had been fired from the ship as a signal to the boat to 
return. The officer in charge of the shore party con- 
sidered that it would be unjustifiable to leave until the 
three travellers returned, and trusted that this explana- 
tion would be accepted as excusing the delay. A sea fog 
now prevented the boat from returning forthwith ; but 
the sailors had neither food nor water to give to the 
parched and famished unfortunates. When at last they 
did reach the ship, they had been for forty hoius without 
sup or sip ; they were prostrate from sheer weakn^s ; 
and Peron himself was reduced to the extremity that his 
leathern tongue refused to articulate. The commandant 
was the only man aboard who had no pity to spare for 
their misery. Baudin actually fined the officer in charge 
of the boat ten francs for every gun fired, because he had 
not obeyed the return signal, and for not ' abandoning 
aU three.' ' Those were the very words of our chief,' 
wrote Peron ; ' and yet I had, to save his Kfe at Timor, 
given to his physician part of the small stock of excellent 
quinine that I had brought for my own use.' 

This heartless conduct, taken in conjunction with 
Baudin's abandonment of BouUanger on the Tasmanian 
coast, and his strange behaviour to the Casuarina after 
the exploration of the gulfs, leaves one in no doubt as 
to his singular deficiency in the qualities essential to the 
commander of an expedition of discovery. It was his 
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invariable practice, we also read, to provision boats 
engaged on any special service for the bare time that 
he meant them to be absent ; so many ounces of food 
and so many pints of water per man per day, and no 
more, leaving no margin for accidents, allowing of no 
excuse for unavoidable delay. A sensible person would 
not provide for a picnic on such principles. 

The exploration of the west and north-west coasts 
was continued till the end of April, when Baudin decided 
to go once more to Timor. His intention was, after 
refreshing his men and taking in supplies at the Dutch 
settlement, to spend some time in the Gulf of Carpentaria 
and along the southern shores of New Guinea. On 
May 6, Kupang harbour was entered for the second time. 
There it was learnt that Flinders had called at the port 
in the Investigator in April, after having concluded his 
exploration of the northern gulf. He had been com- 
pelled to relinquish his work owing to the rotten condition 
of his ship's timbers, and had sailed back to Port Jackson. 
As he had reached the Gulf of Carpentaria by sailing up 
the eastern side of the continent, and returned through 
Torres Strait down the western coast, and through 
Bass Strait on the south, Fhnders was the first sailor to 
accomphsh the circumnavigation of Australia, as he had 
also been the first to circumnavigate Tasmania.^ 

Le Geographe and the Casuarina remsiined at Kupang 

' Tasman, in 1642, sailed from Batavia, in Java, tlience to Mauritius, 
Tasmania, New Zealand, the Friendly Islands, northern New Guinea, and 
back to Batavia. This was a wide circumnavigation of the whole of New 
Holland ; but he did not sight Australia, and as, of course, he did not go 
near Bass Strait, he did not circumnavigate the continent proper. 
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till June 3 — twenty-eight days — enjojmig the hospitality 
of the Dutch. Peron made several excursions for collect- 
ing purptKes, and once shot an alligator nine feet long, 
which he skinned. He had the hide and head carried 
down to the port by Mala5?s on long bamboo poles, this 
method of conveyance being necessitated by the super- 
stitious refusal of the natives to touch even the skin of 
the dreaded beast. But the labour was to a large 
extent wasted, for putrefection advanced, while the skin 
was in transit, to such an extent that all but the head 
had to be thrown into the sea. 

Baudin's plan, after leaving Kupang, was to continue 
the exploration of the coasts of Western Australia. 
But very light breezes, alternating with calms, prevented 
substantial progress, and after spending the greater part 
of the month ineffectually in traversing only a few 
leagues, it was concluded (Jrme 28) that to continue the 
work in detail from west to east at that season of the year 
would merely lead to a futile waste of time. Here again 
the logic of facts was required to convince Baudin, who 
had previously rejected soimd advice that was offered to 
him, to the effect that contrary winds would thwart his 
designs. The winds blow at certain seasons with steady 
consistency in these regions, and an experienced navi- 
gator, knowing what he has to expect, makes his plans 
accordingly. When Flinders was driven reluctantly to 
abandon finishing the exploration of the north coast 
through the dangerous condition of the Investigator, he 
made his way back to Port Jackson by the western route, 
because, although it was considerably longer, he thereby 
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secured favourable winds ; and he reached port in 
safety. If we may judge from his habitual perversity, 
Baudin, under similar circumstances, would have taken 
the shorter route, regardless of normal conditions, and 
would have lost his ship. 

Changing his route after much waste of time, Baudin 
took his vessels towards the south-west of New Guinea, 
with the intention of making investigations there. But 
again the saUing was for the most part slow, especially 
as the Casuarina made very poor progress ; and when 
within a few leagues from False Cape — called Cape 
Walshe on the French charts — circumstances compelled 
the commander to review his position and prospects in 
a serious light. Once more the supply of water was 
running short. The ships carried from Kupang sufficient 
for ninety-five days. Apart from the necessities of the 
crew, some had to be spared for the plants and animals 
— kangaroos, emus, etc. — which were being carried to 
Europe. Thirty-four days had been dawdled away 
without achieving any substantial results. For the 
ultimate return to Mauritius sufficient water to last 
forty days must be conserved. Consequently Baudin 
argued that he could not by any possibility afford to 
remain in these waters longer than three more weeks ; 
and as in that time not much could be done, he deter- 
mined to return home at once. His decision gave 
pleasure to his unhappy people ; but surely it was that 
of a man whose heart was not in his work. No attempt 
was made to send parties ashore to search for fresh 
water. When Flinders ran short, and did not come 
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across a convenient spring or stream, he dug and found 
water, as at Port Lincoln ; and a very experienced 
traveller has observed that ' in nearly all parts of 
Australia it is usually found a few feet beneath the 
surface of the ground.' ^ 

But there were other reasons which conduced to create 
in Baudin that depression which is iniinical to the pro- 
tracted pursuit of an allotted task. Sickness once more 
laid its hand upon the crews. The commander himself 
was in bad health. The demands upon the resources 
of the doctors were so niunerous that their medicines 
became exhausted, and they were unable to attend 
satisfactorily to the necessities of a constantly increasing 
nimaber of ailing men. Bemier, the astronomer, died 
before the order to return was given. He was a young 
man of great promise — ' savant et laborieux,' as Peron 
wrote of him — whose original work before he reached full 
manhood had attracted the notice of Lalande. Selected 
by the Institute to fill a scientific post with the expedition, 
he did excellent work, and his death cut short a career 
that gave indications of being brilliant and useful. 
Cape Bemier, on the east coast of Tasmania — opposite 
the southern end of Maria Island — preserves his name. 

On July 7 the order was given to turn, and sail for 
Mauritius. Le Geographe put into Port Louis on August 
7, and the Casuarina, after a very rough voyage, reached 
the harbour five days later. 

Baudin, whose illness had continued throughout the 
voyage, died while his ships lay at Mauritius, on 

' Ward, Rambles of an Australian Naturalist, p. 109. 
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September 16. His death had been expected for some 
time before it occurred, and if there was little surprise 
at the event, it is pathetic to observe that there was 
as little regret. Not a word of sympathy appeared in 
the studiously frigid terms in which the decease of the 
commander was chronicled in the official history of the 
voyage. Not a syllable was used expressing appreciation 
of any qualities which he may have possessed, either as 
an officer or a man. After curtly mentioning his illness, 
P6ron recorded the death and burial in two sentences 
sterile of emotion. He showed more regret when he had 
to throw away the skin of the alligator which he shot at 
Timor, than when mentioning the death of one who 
had been his chief for three years. ' Finally the last 
moment arrived ; and on September 16, 1803, at about 
mid-day, M. Baudin ceased to exist. On the 17th 
he was buried with the honours due to the rank he 
had occupied in the navy ; aU the officers and savants 
of the expedition assisted at the funeral, which was 
also attended by the principal authorities of the 
colony.' That is all. Had it been Peron's manner 
to record the deaths of the companions of his voyage 
with such barren brevity, there would be nothing in the 
passage to excite comment. But when a sailor fell 
overboard we were told what an excellent and laborious 
man he was, and how much he was regretted ; the death 
of Bemier called forth an appropriate sentence of eulogy ; 
when Depuch, the mineralogist died, we were properly 
informed that he was as much esteemed for his modesty 
and the goodness of his heart as for the extent and 
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variety of his knowledge. The contrast between these 
instances and the summary plainness of the statement 
when Baudin's end was mentioned, cannot escape notice ; 
any more than we can mistake the meaning of the 
consistent suppression of his name throughout the text 
of the volumes. 

Attention has to be directed to this display of animosity 
because, in bare justice to Baudin, we have to remember 
that the only story of the expedition which we have is 
that written by Peron and Freycinet, who were plainly 
at enmity with him. If the facts were as related by them, 
Baudin was not only an absurdly obstinate and ungenial 
captain, but we are left with grave doubts as to his 
competency as a navigator on service of this description. 
Yet even facts, when detailed by those who hate a man, 
take a different colouring from the same facts set down 
by the man himself, with his reasons for what he did. 
We have no material for forming an opinion from Baudin's 
point of view. If his manuscript journals are capable 
of throwing fresh Ught on the events concerned, their 
publication, if they remain in existence, would be welcome. 
AH that at present we can set against the hard, un- 
sympathetic view of the man as we see him in the pages 
written by Peron and revised by Freycinet, is his conduct 
and correspondence in relation to Governor King at 
Port Jackson ; and there he appears as a gentieman of 
agreeable manners, graceful expression, and ready tact. 
We do not form a lower opinion of him in consequence of 
the letter which he wrote in reply to the one delivered 
by Acting-Lieutenant Robbins, because there he ex- 
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pressed views imbibed as almost a part of the atmosphere 
of the Revolution amidst which he had been reared. 
If we had only the Baudin-King correspondence, we 
shotdd think him not imworthy to be the successor of 
La P^rouse and Bougainville. If we had only the 
Voyage de Dicouvertes, we should think him barely fit 
to command a canal barge. It may not have been the 
happiness of many navigators to enjoy the affection of 
those under them to such an eminent degree as did 
Cook and Flinders ; but there are fortunately latitudes 
of difference between love and hate. Respect is often 
felt to be due when deeper sentiments are not stimulated. 
The cold chronicle that the honours appropriate to his 
rank were paid to Baudin at his funeral seems very 
harsh ; and one feels that Freycinet, at any rate, whom 
Baudin had promoted to the command of the Casuarina, 
and furnished with a chance of distinguishing himself, 
might have sunk his grievances sufficiently to add a 
word in praise of at least some virtue which we may 
hope that the dead captain possessed. 

Baudin wrote a letter from King Island to Jussieu which 
indicated that the experience had been an unhappy 
one for him.^ ' I have never made so painful a voyage,' 
he said. ' More than once my health has been impaired, 
but if I can terminate the expedition conformably to 
the intentions of the Government and to the satisfaction 
of the French nation, there will remain little to desire, 

' The letter was printed in the Moniteur, 22nd Fructidor, an xi. (September 
9, 1803). Baudin's death was recorded in the Moniteur on 13th Germinal, 
an xii. (April 3, 1804). 
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and my sufferings will soon be forgotten.' To a very 
large extent Baudin must be held responsible for the 
misfortunes and failures attending his command, but it 
is an act of justice to clear him from aspersions that 
have been made upon him for things that occurred after 
his death. He had nothing whatever to do with the 
imprisonment of Flinders, for which he has been blamed 
by writers who have not looked into the literature of 
the subject sufficiently to be aware that he was dead at 
the time ; nor was he in any way connected with the 
issue of the Terre Napoleon maps, with which his name 
has also been associated. 

General Decaen, Napoleon's newly appointed governor, 
arrived at the island eight days after Le Geographe, 
and at once began to administer affairs upon new lines 
of policy. A little later the French admiral, Linois, 
with a fleet of frigates, entered port. On the death of 
Baudin, Linois directed that the Casuarina should be dis- 
mantled, and appointed Captain Milius to the command 
of Le Geographe, with instructions to take her home as 
soon as her sick crew recovered and she had been re- 
victualled. Peron, as has already been explained, had 
some conversation with Decaen, imparting to him the 
conclusion he had formulated relative to the secret 
intentions of the British for the augmentation of their 
possessions in the Pacific and Indian Oceans ; but there 
is no record that Decaen saw Baudin, who was probably 
too ill to attend to affairs in the period between the 
general's arrival and his own death. It is hardly likely 
that Baudin, who, from his intimacy with King, knew 
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more about British policy than the naturalist did, would 
have supported Peron's excited fancies. 

Le G6ographe sailed from Mauritius on December 15, 
and reached Europe without the occurrence of any 
further incidents calling for comment. She entered the 
port of Lorient on March 24, 1804. Captain Milius 
decided not to make for Havre, whence the expedition 
had sailed in 1800, in consequence of what had happened 
to Le Naturaliste on her return to Europe in the previous 
year. War was declared by the British Government 
against France in May, and every captain in King 
George's navy was alert and eager to get in a blow 
upon the enemy. The frigate Minerva, Captain Charles 
Buller, sighted Le Naturaliste in the Channel, stopped her, 
and insisted, despite her passport, on taking her into 
Portsmouth. She was detained there from May 27 till 
June 6, when the Admiralty, being informed of what 
had occurred, ordered her immediate release. She left 
Portsmouth and arrived at Havre on the same day, 
June 6, 1803. 

Perhaps nothing can convey more effectually the utter 
weariness and depression of officers, staff, and crew, than 
the language in which Freycinet chronicled the return. 
It might be supposed, he wrote, that the end of the 
voyage would be heralded with joy. But they were 
themselves surprised to find that they were but slightly 
touched with pleasure at seeing again the shores of their 
own coimtry after so long an absence. ' It might be 
said that the very sight of our ship, recalling too strongly 
the sufferings of which we had been the victims, poisoned 
Q 
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all our affections. It was not until we were far away 
from the coast that our souls could expand to sentiments 
of happiness which had been so long strangers to us.' 

This, surely, was not the language of men who beheved 
that they had accomplished things for which the world 
would hold them in honour. It was not the language of 
triumphant discoverers, whose good fortune it had been 
to reveal unknown coasts, and to finish that complete 
map of the continents which had been so long a-making. 
Would it, one wonders, have made Freycinet a little 
happier had he known that at this very time the English 
navigator who had made the discoveries for which 
Baudin's expedition was sent out, was held in the clutch 
of General Decaen in Mauritius, and that the way was 
clear to hurry on the publication of forestalling maps 
and records whilst Flinders was, as it were, battened 
under hatches ? 
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CHAPTER XI 

RESULTS 

Establishment of the First Empire — Reluctance of the French Govern- 
ment to publish a record of the expedition — Report of the 
Institute — The official history of the voyage authorised — Peron's 
scientific work — His discovery of Pyrosoma atlanticum — 
Other scientific memoirs — His views on the modification of 
species — Geographical results — Freycinet's charts. 

STARTLING changes in the political complexion 
of France had occurred during the absence of 
the expedition. Citizen Bonaparte, who in 
May 1800 had concurred in the representations of the 
Institute that discovery in southern regions would 
redound to the glory of the nation, had since given rein 
to the conception that the glory of France meant, properly 
interpreted, his own.^ He meant to found a d5aiasty, and 
woe to those whom he regarded as standing in his way. 
One of the first pieces of news that those who landed 
from Le Geographe at Lorient on the 25th March would 
hear, was that just four days before, the Due d'Enghien, 
son of the Due de Bourbon, had been shot after an 
official examination so formal as to be no better than a 
mockery, for his grave had actually been dug before the 

' It was so from the beginning of his career as Consul, according to M. 
Paul Brosses' interpretation of his character. ' II est deja et sera de plus en 
plus convaincu que travailler i sa grandeur, c'est travailler k la grandeur du 
pays ' (Consulat et Empire, 1907, p. 27). 
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inquiry commenced. When Peron and his companions 
reached Paris, they would hear and read of debates 
among the representatives of the RepubUc, mostly 
favourable to the establishment of a new hereditary 
Imperial dignity ; and they would be in good time to 
take an interest in the plebiscite which, by a majority 
of nearly fourteen hundred to one, approved the new 
constitution and enacted that ' Napoleon Bonaparte, 
now First Consul of the Repubhc, is Emperor of the 
French.' They were, in short, back soon enough to 
witness the process — it may well have suggested to the 
naturalist a comparison with phenomena very famihar 
to bim — ^by which the Gjnsular-chiysalis Bonaparte 
became the Emperor-moth Napoleon. 

It was, of course, a very busy year for those responsible 
to their illustrious master for the administration of de- 
partments. With a great naval war on hand, with plots 
frequentiy being formed or feared, with the wheels and 
levers of diplomacy to watch and manipulate, with 
immense changes in the machinery of Government 
going forward, and with the obUgation of satisf5ing the 
exacting demands of a chief who was often in a rage, 
and always tremendously energetic, the ministers of 
France were not likely to have much enthusiasm to spare 
for maps and charts, large collections of dead birds, 
insects, beasts, fishes, butterflies, and plants, specimens 
of rocks and quantities of shells. 

It is hkely enough that absorption ia more insistent 
affairs rather than a hostile feeling explains the reluctance 
of the French Govemmait to authorise the publication 
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of an official history of the voyage when such a project 
was first submitted. Freycinet and his colleagues learnt 
' with astonishment ' that the authorities were un- 
favourable. ' It was,' he wrote, ' as if the miseries that 
we had endured, and to which a great number of our 
companions had fallen victims, could be regarded as 
forming a legitimate ground of reproach against us.' 
It is more reasonable to suppose that pressure of other 
business prevented Napoleon's ministers from devoting 
much consideration to the subject. Men who have 
endured hazards and hardships, and who return home 
after a long absence expecting to be welcomed with 
acclaim, are disposed to feel snubbed and sore when they 
find people not inclined to pay much attention to them. 
Remembering the banquets and the plaudits that marked 
the despatch of the expedition, those of its members 
who expected a demonstration may well have been 
chilled by the smaU amotmt of notice they received. 
But the public as well as the official mood was conceivably 
due rather to intense concentration upon national affairs, 
during a period of amazing transition, than to the pre- 
judice which Freycinet's ruffled pride suggested. ' It 
would be difficult to explain,' he wrote, ' how, during the 
voyage, there could have been formed concerning the 
expedition an opinion so unfavourable, that even before 
our return the decision was arrived at not to give any 
pubUcity to our works. The reception that we met with 
on arriving in France showed the effects of such an 
unjust and painful prejudice.'^ 

' Preface to the 1824 edition of the Voyage de Dicouvertes. 
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When Le Naturaliste arrived at Havre in the previous 
year, the Moniteur ^ gave an account of the very large 
collection of specimens that she brought, and spoke 
cordially of the work ; and in the following month * 
Napoleon's organ published a long sketch of the comrse 
of the voyage up to the King Island stage, from pur- 
ticulars contained in despatches and suppUed by HameUn. 
The earUer arrival of Le Naturaliste had the effect, also, 
of taking the edge off pubhc interest. This may be 
counted as one of the causes of the rather frigid reception 
accorded to Le Geographe. 

The only fact that lends any colour to Freycinet's 
supposition of prejudice, is that the Moniteur article of 
27th Thermidor suggested a certain unsatisfactoriness 
about the charts sent home by Baudin. His com- 
munications clearly led the Government to beUeve that 
he had made important discoveries on the south coast 
of Australia, but unfortunately the rough drawings 
accompanying his descriptions did not enable official 
experts to form an accurate opinion. He mentioned 
the two large gulfs, but furnished no chart of them.' 
The reason for that was, of coiuse, that at the time when 

* 14th Messidor, an x. (July 3, 1803). 

^ 27th Thetinidor, an xL (August 15). 

' ' Cette deconverte [i.e. of the gulfe] dn Capitaine Bandin est tres interes- 
sante en ce qu'elle completeia la reconnaissance de la cote snd de la Nonvelle 
HoUande qui est due entierement a la France. On ne pent pas encore joger 
dn degre d'exactitude avec laqaeUe elle a ete faite, parce que le dtoyen Baudin 
n'a envoy^ qn'une partie de la carte qu'il en a dressee, et que cette carte mSme 
n'est qu'nne premiere esquisse. II y a jointe una carte qui marque seulement 
sa route, avec les sondes le long de toute cette c6te, et il promet d'envoyer 
I'antre partie de la cote par la premiere occasion qu'il trouvera ' (MmUatr, 
27th Thermidor, an zl). 
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Le Naturaliste left for France Baudin had not penetrated 
the gulfs, and could have had no representation of them 
to submit. The article also alluded to another chart 
of part of the coast in the neighbourhood of Cape 
Leeuwin, as not conveying much information.^ These 
statements are useful as enabhng us to xmderstand 
why Baudin was so shy about showing his charts to 
Flinders. If they gave little satisfaction to the writer of 
the Moniteur article, we can imagine what a critic who 
had been over the ground himself would have thought 
about them. 

These considerations scarcely afford reason for inferring 
that the Government had formed a prejudice against the 
work of the expedition before making a complete examina- 
tion of its records, though it is very probable that dis- 
satisfaction was expressed about the charts. Hamelin, 
also, would be fairly certain to intimate privately what 
he knew to be the case, that Flinders had been before- 
hand with the most important of the discoveries. Indeed, 
the Moniteur article expressly mentioned that when 
Baudin met FUnders, the latter had ' pursued the coast 
from Cape Leeuwin to the place of meeting.' The 
information that the Enghsh captain had accompUshed 
so much, despite the fact that he had left England 
months after Baudin sailed from France, was not cal- 
culated to give pleasure to Ministers. It was to this 
feeling that Sir Joseph Banks referred when, in writing 
to Flinders, he said that he had heard that the French 

^ It was ' figur& assez grossi^rement et sans details.' 
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Government were not too well pleased with Baudin's 
work.^ 

The distinguished men of science who stood at the 
head of the Institute of France were best qualified to 
judge of the value of the work done ; and they at least 
spoke decisively in its praise. The collections brought 
home by Le Naturaliste had included one hundred and 
eighty cases of minerals and animals, four cases of dried 
plants, three large casks of specimens of timber, two 
boxes of seeds, and sixty tubs of Uving plants.* On 
Jime 9, 1806, a Committee of the Institute, consisting of 
Cuvier, Laplace, Bougainville, Fleurieu, and Lacepede, 
furnished a report based upon an examination of the 
scienti&c specimens and the manuscript of the first 
volume of the Voyage de Decouvertes, which, in the 
meantime, had been written by Peron. They referred in 
terms of warm eulogy to the industry which had collected 
more than one hundred thousand specimens ; to the new 
species discovered, estimated by the professors at the 
Musee at two thousand five hundred ; and to the care 
and sldll displayed by Peron in describing and classifying, 
a piece of work appealing with especial force to the 
co-ordinating intelligence of Cuvier. They directed 
attention to the observations made by the naturalist 

* Girard, writing in 1857, stated that rumours about Baudin's conduct, 
circulated before the arrival of Le Giographe, induced the public to believe 
that the expedition had been abortive, without useful results, and that it was 
to the interest of the Government to forget all about it (F. Pfron, p. 46). 
But Girard cites no authority for the statement, and as he was not bom in 
1804, he is not himself an authoritative witness. He merely repeated 
Freycinet's assertions. 

^ Monittur, 14th Messidor, an xi. (July 3, 1803). 
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upon the British colony at Port Jackson ; and their 
language on this subject may be deemed generous in 
view of the fact that England and France were then at 
war. ' H. P6ron,' reported the savants, ' has applied 
himself particularly to studying the details of that vast 
system of colonisation which is being developed at once 
upon a great continent, upon innumerable islands, and 
upon the wide ocean. His work in that respect should 
be of the greatest interest for the philosopher and the 
statesman. Never, perhaps, did a subject more interest- 
ing and more curious offer itself to the meditation of 
either, than the colony of Botany Bay, so long mis- 
understood in Europe.* Never, perhaps, was there a 
more shining example of the powerful influence of laws 
and institutions upon the character of individuals and 
peoples. To transform the most redoubtable highway- 
men, the most abandoned thieves of England, into honest 
and peaceable citizens ; to make laborious husbandmen 
of them ; to effect the same revolution in the characters 
of the vilest women ; to force them, by infaUible methods, 
to become honest wives and excellent mothers of families ; 
to take the young and preserve them, by the most 
assiduous care, from the contagion of their reprobate 
parents, and so to prepare a generation more virtuous 

' The colony was not at Botany Bay, though the mistake was common 
enough even in England. But the champion error on that subject was that 
of Dumas, who, in Les Trots Mousquetaires, chap. lii. — the period, as 
' every schoolboy knows,' of Cardinal Richelieu — represents Milady as 
reflecting bitterly on her fate, and fearing that D'Artagnan would transport 
her ' to some loathsome Botany Bay,' a century and a quarter before Captain 
Cook discovered it ! Dumas, however, was a law unto himself in such 
matters. 
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than that which it succeeds : such is the touching 
spectacle that these new English colonies present.' 

The passage may be compared with Peron's own 
observations qn the same subject, given in Chapter ix. 
A more erroneous view of the effects of convict colonisa- 
tion could hardly have been conveyed ; but the para- 
graph may have been written to catch the eye of 
Napoleon, who was a strong behever in transportation 
as a remedial punishment for serious crime, and had 
spoken in favour of it in the Council of State during 
the discussions on the Civil Code.^ 

In addition to these representations, P^ron was accorded 
an interview with the Minister of Marine, Decres, when, 
supported by Fleurieu and other members of the Institute, 
he explained what the expedition had done, and exhibited 
specimens of his collections and of Lesueur's drawings. 
Champagny, the Minister of the Interior, was also in- 
duced to listen to the eloquent pleading of the naturalist. 
As a result, the Government resolved to publish ; and in 
1807 appeared the first volimie of the text, together with 

' See Thibaudeau, Mimoires sur It Consulat (English edition, translated 
by G. K. Fortescue, LL.D., London, 1908), p. 180. Transportation, said 
Napoleon, ' is in accord with public opinion, and is prescribed by humane 
considerations. The need for it is so obvious that we should provide for it at 
once in the Civil Code. We have now in our prisons six thousand persons 
who are doing nothing, who cost a great deal of money, and who are always 
escaping. There are thirty to forty highwaymen in the south who are ready 
to surrender to justice on condition that they are transported. Certainly we 
ought to settle the question now, while we have it in our minds. Transporta- 
tion is imprisonment, certainly, but in a cell more than thirty feet square.' 
The highwaymen mentioned by Bonaparte must have been remarkable 
persons. It was so like highwaymen to wish to be arrested ! Perhaps there 
were also birds in the south who were willing to be caught on condition that 
salt was put on theb tails. 
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a thin folio atlas containing a number of beautiful draw- 
ings and two charts. The books were issued under the 
superscription, ' par ordre de S.M. L'Empereur et Roi.' 
On Sunday, January 12, 1808 — ' apr^s la messe ' — 
Peron, who was accompanied by Lesueur, one of the 
artists, had the honour of being admitted to the presence 
of the Emperor, and presented him with a copy of the 
work.^ The naturaUst became somewhat of a favourite 
with the Empress Josephine, who on several occasions 
sent a carriage to his lodgings to take him to Malmaison ; 
and she treated him ' as a good mother would have 
treated a dear son.' ^ He gave to her a pair of black 
swans from AustraHa, and the Empress generously 
discharged debts which he had incurred in acquiring 
part of his collection. 

P6ron died of a throat disease on December 14, 1810, 
just seventeen days after the liberated Flinders reached 
England. He was buried at Cerilly, where a monument, 
designed by Lesueur, marks his grave. At the time of 
his death he had not quite finished writing the second 
volume of the Voyage de Decouveries. The conclusion of 
the work was therefore entrusted to Louis de Freycinet, 
who had already been commissioned to produce the atlas 
of charts. 

Of Peron's personal character, and of the value of his 
scientific work, nothing but high praise can be written. 
He was but a young man when he died. Had he lived, 
we cannot doubt that he would have filled an important 
place among French men of science, for his diligence was 

^ Moniteur, January 13, 1808. ^ Girard, F. Piron, p. 50. 
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coupled with insight, and his love of research was as 
deep as his aptitude for it was keen. A pleasant picture 
of the man was penned by Kerandren, who had been one 
of the surgeons on the expedition to Australia. Peron, 
he said/ ' carried upon his face the expression of kindliness 
and sensibihty. The fervour of his mind, the vivacity 
of his character, were tempered by the extreme goodness 
of his heart. He made himself useful to most of those 
who were the companions of his voyage. There was 
joined to his confidence in his own ability, a great modesty. 
He was so natural — I would even say so candid — that it 
was impossible to resist the charm of his manners and his 
conversation.' 

Apart from his authorship of the first and part of the 
second volume of the Voyage de Decouvertes, Peron wrote 
a number of short ' memoires sur divers sujets,' suggested 
to his mind by observations made during the voyage. 
One of the most valuable of these, from a scientific point 
of view, was an essay upon the causes of phosphorescence 
in the sea, frequently observed in tropical and sub- 
tropical regions, but occasionally in European waters.* 
Although Peron was not the first natirralist to explain 

' Moniieur, January 24, 181 1. The Moniieur of June 7, 1812, also con- 
tained a eul<^y on Peron delivered before the Sodete M&licale d'emolation 
de Paris, by A. J. B. Lonis. 

* Crabbe described it admiia.bly in TTie Borough (is. 103) : 

* And now your view upon the ocean mm. 
And there the splendour of the waves discern ; 
Cast bat a stone, or strike them with an oar. 
And you shall Raines within the deep explore ; 
Or scoop the stream phosphoric as yon stand. 
And the cold fiames diaU flash along your hand ; 
When, lost in wonder, you shall ^-alk and gaze 
On weeds that sparlde and on waves that blaze. 
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that this aspect of floating fire given to the waves was 
due to the presence of multitudes of living organisms, 
he was the first naturalist to describe their structure and 
fimctional processes.^ His treatise on the Pyrosoma 
atlanticum is an extremely interesting example of his 
scientific work. The creatvue is weighed and measured ; 
its appearance is described ; then it is carefully taken to 
pieces and its structure and internal organisation are 
minutely detailed ; next there is an account of its 
functions, and an explanation of how the phosphorescent 
appearance is produced ; and finally its mode of life, 
nutrition, and system of generation are dealt with. Peron 
collects a number of specimens, places them in a vessel 
filled with sea-water, and observes how, at rhythmic 
intervals, the creature alternately contracts and dilates 

^ Phipson on Phosphorescence (1862), p. 113, mentions that as early as 
1749-50, Vianetti and Grixellini, two Venetians, discovered in the waters of 
the Adriatic quantities of luminous animalculae ; and the true cause of the 
phenomena must have occurred to many of those who witnessed it, though 
groundless and absurd theories were current. Of the creature discovered 
and described by P^ron, Phipson says that it is ' one of the most curious of 
animals. It belongs to the tribe of Tunicata. Each individual resembles a 
minute cylinder of glowing phosphorus. Sometimes they are seen adhering 
together in such prodigious numbers that the ocean appears as if covered 
with an enormous mass of shining phosphorus or molten lava.' Professor 
Moseley investigated the Pyrosoma while with the Challenger expedition. 
He wrote : ' A giant Pyrosoma was caught by us in the deep-sea trawl. It 
was like a great sac, with its walls of jelly about an inch in thickness. It 
was four feet long and ten inches in diameter. When a Pyrosoma is 
stimulated by having its surface touched, the phosphorescent light breaks 
out just at the spot stimulated, and then spreads over the surface of the 
colony to the surrounding animals. I wrote my name with my finger on the 
surface of the giant Pyrosoma as it lay on deck, and my name came out in a 
few seconds in letters of fire.' (The author owes this last reference to an 
excellent paper on ' Phosphorescence in Plants and Animals, ' by Miss Freda 
Bage, M.Sc, printed in the Vidoriem Naturalist, xxi. p. 100, Nov. 1904.) 
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in a fashion analogous to the art of breathing among 
more highly organised animak ; and he notices that 
the phosphorescence appears and disappears with these 
movements, being most fully displayed when the 
creature's body is most contracted, and disappearing 
dming the moments of most complete expansion. Here 
we have careful examination and observation, study of 
the organism in its native habitat, anatomical dissection, 
and experiment — a piece of biological work exceedingly 
well done. Cuvier would have read the piece with 
satisfaction in his pupU. 

Other Memoires by Peron, on the temperature of the 
sea on the surface and at measured depths ; on the 
zoology of the Austral regions ; on dysentery in hot 
countries and the medicinal \ise of the betel-nut ; on sea 
animals, such as seals ; and on the art of maintaining 
live animals ia zoological collections, were valuable ; and 
the subjects on which he wrote are mentioned as indicat- 
ing the range of his scientific interests. One of his 
pieces of work which, naturally, aroused much interest 
in Europe, was an extremely curious investigation relative 
to the physiological peculiarities of females of the Bush- 
man tribes in South Africa, where Peron made an inland 
journey for the purpose.^ 

When he died, Peron had not had time to apply him- 
self adequately to the enormous mass of material that he 
had collected. His fertile and curious mind, we cannot 



' There is a technical note on this delicate subject in Giiaid's F. Piron, 
Natnraliste, Voyagenr aui Teires Anstrales (Paris, 1857) ; a book which also 
gires a good sununary of P^ron's scientific work. 
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doubt, would have enriched the scientific literature of 
France with many other monographs. The deaths at 
sea of Bemier and Deleuze also deprived the records of 
the expedition of contributions which they would have 
made on their special lines of research. Collections of 
specimens and piles of memoranda, uninformed by the 
intelligence of those to whom their meaning is most 
apparent, are a barren result. 

Peron's biological work was done in accordance with 
the spirit and principles of Cuvier, who stood at the head 
of European savants in his own field. ' Trained for four 
years in Cuvier's school,' wrote the naturalist, ' I had for 
guide not only his method and his principles, but manu- 
script instructions that he had had the goodness to 
write for me on my departure from Europe.' Cuvier 
insisted on the importance of structure and function ; 
' to name well you must know well.' The part played by 
the creature in its own share of the world, its nervous 
organisation, its life as involved in its form, were essentials 
upon which he laid stress in his teaching ; and he im- 
parted to those who came under his influence a breadth 
of view, a feeling for the unity of nature, that is quite 
modem, and has governed all the greatest of his successors. 
' Not only is each being an organism, the whole universe 
is one, but many mUhon times more compHcated ; and 
that which the anatomist does for a single animal — for 
the microcosm — the naturalist is to do for the macrocosm, 
for the universal animal, for the play of this inunense 
aggregation of partial organisms.' Detailed research, 
coupled with an outlook on the whole realm of nature — 
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that was the essential principle of Cuvier's science ; and 
it is because we can recognise in Peron a man who had 
profitably sat at the feet of the great master, that his 
death before he had appUed his zeal to the material 
collected with so much labour is the more deeply to be 
r^retted. 

The few paragraphs in which Peron expressed his 
views regarding the modification of species may be quoted. 
It has to be remembered that they were written in the 
early years of the nineteenth century, when ideas on this 
subject were in a state of uncertainty rather than of 
transition, and more than half a century before Darwin 
gave an entirely new direction to thought by publishing 
his great hypothesis. Cuvier at this time believed in 
the fixity of species — constancy in the type with modifica- 
tion in the form of individuals ; but his opinions under- 
went some amount of change in the latter part of his 
career. The point argued with such gravity, and the 
conclusion which Peron stresses with the impressiveness 
of italics, are not such as a naturalist nowada3rs would 
thinV it worth while to elaborate, namely, that organisms 
having a general structural similarity are modified by 
climate and environment. It would not require a voyage 
to another hemisphere to convince a schoolboy of that 
truth nowadays. But the paragraphs have a certain 
historical value, for they put what was evidently an 
important idea to an accomplished naturalist a century 
ago. They present us, in that aspect, with an interesting 
bit of pre-Darwinian generalisation. 

' Before natural history had acquired a strict and 



KiibUJLlb 257 

appropriate language of its own,' wrote Peron,^ ' when 
its methods were defective and incomplete, travellers 
and naturalists confused under one name, in imitation 
of each other, so to speak, animals which were essentially 
different. There is no class of the animal kingdom 
which, in the actual state of things, does not include 
several orbicular species ; that is to say, several species 
which are in some degree common to all parts of the 
globe, however they may be modified by geographical 
and climatic conditions. Other species, although con- 
fined to certain latitudes, are, however, usually regarded 
as common to all chmates, and to aU seas comprised 
within these latitudes. The existence of these last 
animals is regarded as being independent of latitude. 
To confine ourselves to marine species, one sees it con- 
stantly repeated in books of the most estimable character, 
that the great whale [Balaena mysticetus, Linn.) is found 
equally amidst the frozen waters of Spitzbergen and in 
the Antarctic seas ; that the sharks and seals of various 
kinds are found in equally innumerable tribes in seas 
the farthest apart in the two hemispheres ; that the 
turtle and the tortoise inhabit radifferently the Atlantic, 
the Indian, and the great equinoctial oceans. 

' Were one to consult only reason and analogy, such 
assertions would appear to be doubtful ; as a matter of 
experience they are found to be absolutely false. Let 
any one glance at the evidence upon which these pre- 
tended identities rest ; one will then see that they exist 
only in the names, and that there is not a single well- 

' Voyage de D^couverles, iii. 243 (1824 edition). 
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known animal belonging to the northern hemisphere, 
which is not specifically different from aU other animals 
equally well known in the opposite hemisphere. I have 
taken the trouble to make that difficult comparison in 
the case of the cetacea, the seals, etc. ; I have examined 
many histories of voyages ; I have gathered together 
all the descriptions of animals ; and I have recognised 
important differences between the most similar of these 
supposedly identical species. 

' Nobody, I dare say, has collected more animals than 
I have done in the southern hemisphere. I have observed 
and described them in their own habitat. I have brought 
several thousands of kinds to Europe ; they are deposited 
in the Natural History Museum at Paris. Let any one 
compare these numerous animak with those of our 
hemisphere, and the problem wOl soon be resolved, not 
only iu regard to the more perfectly organised species, 
but even as to those which are simpler in structure, and 
which, in that regard, it would appear, should show less 
variety in nature. ... In all that multitude of animals 
from the southern hemisphere, one will observe that 
there is not one which can be precisely matched in 
northern seas ; and one will be forced to conclude from 
such a reflective examination — such an elaborate and 
prolonged comparison — as I have been forced to do 
myself, that there is not a single species of well-known 
animals which, truly cosmopolite, is indistinguishably 
common to all parts of the globe. 

' More than that — and it is in this respect above aU 
that the inexhaiistible variety of nature shines forth — 
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however imperfect each of these animals may be, each 
has received its own distinct features. It is to certain 
localities that they are fixed ; it is there that they are 
fomid to be most numerous, largest in size and most 
beautiful ; and to the extent that they are found most 
distant from the appropriate place, the individuals 
degenerate and the species becomes gradually ex- 
tinguished.' 

On the geographical side the series of causes described 
in preceding pages prevented the achievement of that 
measure of success which the French Government and 
the Institute had a right to expect. While Baudin 
daUied, Flinders snatched the crown of accomplishment 
by his own diligent and intelligent application to the 
work entrusted to him in the proper field of activity. 
The French filled in the map of eastern Tasmania, and 
contributed details to the knowledge of the north-west 
coast of Australia ; but what they did constitutes a poor 
set-oif against what they failed to do. The chief feature 
of interest, in an estimation of the work done, is the 
publication of the first map of Australia which repre- 
sented the whole outline of the continent — saving 
defects — with any approach to completeness. The Carte 
G6n6rale of 1807 showed the world for the first time 
what the form of Australia really was, with its south 
coasts fairly delimited, and the island of Tasmania set in 
its proper position in relation to them. But the circum- 
stances in which this result was effected were not such as 
secured any honour to the expedition, and must, when 
the facts became known, have been deeply deplored by 
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instructed French people. Flindeis was working at his 
own complete map of Australia in his miserable prison 
at Mauritius while his splendidly won credit was being 
filched from him ; and it was merely the misfortune that 
placed him in the power of General Decaen that debarred 
him from issuing what should have been the first finished 
outhne of the vast island which he had been the earUest 
to circtinmavigate. Historically the Carte Generale is 
interesting, but no honour attaches to it. 

Yet full praise must be given to Louis de Freycinet for 
the charts issued by him. He drew them largely from 
material prepared by others, and much of that material, 
as we have seen, was rough and poor. As a piece of 
artistic workmanship, the foho of charts issued by Frey- 
cinet in 1812 was a fine performance, and fairly earned 
for him the command of the expedition entrusted to him 
bj- the Government of Louis xvin. Before the volume 
was published by the order of Napoleon, it was sub- 
mitted by the Minister of Marine to Vice-Admiral Rosily, 
Director-General du Depot de la Marine. That officer's 
report^ gave an account of the work which Freycinet 
had done not only in the drawing but in regard to the 
actual engraving of the charts. ' M. Freycinet,' said 
the Vice-Admiral, ' who has done the principal part of 
this work, was more capable than any one else known to 
us of accomplishing such a result. It is to him tha t we 
owe the preparation of this fine atlas. He has neglected 
no means of giving to it the last degree of perfection. He 
has himself made the drawings of the charts and plans, 

' Printed in the Moniteur, Januaiy 15, 1813. 
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and then he has reproduced them upon the copper-plates, 
and has engraved the scales of latitude and longitude by 
a new method perfected by himself, and which assures 
the exactitude of his work. The beauty of the engravings, 
and the execution of the work in general, leave nothing 
to be desired, and testify to the care that he has devoted 
to make the collection of charts x)ne of the most useful 
of works in promoting the progress of hydrography.' 

The praise thus officially bestowed upon Freycinet's 
work wiU be felt to be deserved by any one who studies 
the atlas of 1812 ; but admiration of the workmanship 
wiU not commit the careful student to an equally cordial 
opinion concerning the completeness and accuracy of 
the charts as representations of the coasts traversed by 
the expedition. The south coast — the most important 
part, since here the field was entirely fresh — was very 
faulty in outline, and in other parts where Baudin's 
vessels had opportunities for doing complete work, 
important features were missed. And at the back of it 
all there looms the shadow of Matthew Flinders, the 
merit of whose own work shines out aU the brighter for 
the contrast.^ 

' A remarkable example of the way to avoid difficult questions by ignoring 
them is afforded by Girard's book on Peron, which, throughout its 278 
pages, contains no reference whatever to Flinders. It devotes forty pages 
to the voyage, but absolutely suppresses all reference to the Encounter Bay 
incident, the imprisonment of Flinders, and other questions concerning him. 
Yet Girard's book was ' couronne par la Soci^t^ d'^mulation de 1' AUier. ' 
There should have been some ' rosemary, that 's for remembrance,' in the 
crown. 
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CHAPTER XII 

CONCLUSIONS AND CONSEQUENCES 

Further consideration of Napoleon's purposes — ^What Australia owes 
to British sea power — Influence of the Napoleonic wars — Fresh 
points relative to Napoleon's designs — ^Absence of evidence — 
Consequences of suspicions of French intentions — Promotion of 
settlement in Tasmania — Tardy occupation of Port Phillip — The 
Swan River Settlement — ^The Westemport Schrtne — Lord John 
Russell's claim of 'the Whole' of Australia for the British — The 
designs of Napoleon IIL — ^Australia the nursling of sea power. 

THE question of paramount interest connected 
with the events considered in the for^oii^ 
pages is whether or not the expedition of 
1800-4 1^^ 3. political purpose. It is hoped that the 
examination to which the facts have been subjected has 
been sufficient to show that it had not. It was promoted 
by an academic organisation of learned men for scientific 
objects ; it was not an isolated effort, but one of a series 
made by the French, which had their counterpart in 
several expeditions despatched by the British, for the 
collection of data and the solution of problems of im- 
portance to science ; its equipment and personnel showed 
it to be what it professed to be ; and the work it did, open 
to serious criticism as it is in several aspects, indicated 
that purposes within the scope of the Institute of France, 
and not those with which diplomacy and poUtics were 
concerned, were kept ra view throughout. So much, it 
is claimed, has been demonstrated. But the whole case 
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is not exhausted in what has been written ; and in this 
final chapter will be briefly set forth a sequence of 
reasons which go to show that Bonaparte in 1800 had no 
thought of founding a new fatherland for the French 
in Australasia, or of estabhshing upon the great 
southern continent a rival settlement to that of the 
British at Port Jackson. 

It may legitimately be suggested that though all the 
French expeditions enumerated in a previous chapter, 
including Baudin's, were promoted for purposes of 
discovery, the rulers of France were not without hope 
that profit would spring from them in the shape of rich 
territories or fields for French exploitation. It is, indeed, 
extremely hkely that such was the case. Governments, 
being political organisations, are swayed chiefly by 
poUtical considerations, or at any rate are largely affected 
by them. When Prince Henry the Navigator fitted out 
the caravels that crept timidly down the west coast of 
Africa, penetrating farther and farther into the imknown, 
imtil a new ocean and new realms at length opened upon 
the view he was inspired by the ideal of spreading the 
Christian religion and of gaining knowledge about the shape 
of the world for its own sake ; but he was none the less 
desirous of securing augmented wealth and dominion for 
Portugal.^ It was not solely for faith and science that he, 

' Heaven inspired, 
To love of useful glory roused mankind 
And in unbounded commerce mixed the world.' 

^ See Beazley, Henry the Navigator, pp. 139-41 j and E. J. Payne, in 
Cambridge Modern History, i. 10-15. 
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Isabella of Castile did not finance Columbus purely for 
the glory of discovery. Luis de Santangel and Alonso 
de Quintanilla, who prevailed upon her to befriend the 
daring Genoese, not only used the argument that the 
voyage would present an opportunity of ' spreading her 
holy religion/ but also that it would ' replenish her 
treasury chests.' ^ It is as natural for the statesman to 
hope for pohtical advantage as for the man of science to 
look for scientific rewards, the geographer for geographical 
results, the merchant for extended scope for commerce, 
from any enterprise of the kind in which the State con- 
cerns itself. It would have been a perfectly proper 
aspiration on the part of French statesmen to seek for 
opportunities of development in a region as yet scarcely 
touched by European energy. But there is no more 
reason for attributing this motive to Bonaparte in 1800, 
than to the Ministers of Louis xv. and Louis xvi., or to 
the Government of France during the Revolution : and 
that is the point. 

It is to misinterpret the character of the Napoleon 
Bonaparte who ruled the Republic in the early period 
of the Consulate, to suppose him incapable of wishing 
to promote research for its own sake. He desired the 
glory of his era to depend upon other achievements than 
those of war. ' My intention certainly is,' he said to 
Thibaudeau, ' to multiply the works of peace. It may 
be that in the future I shall be better known by them than 
by my victories.' The Memoires of the shrewd observer 
to whom the words were uttered, give us perhaps a more 

' Justin Winsor, Christopher Cclumbus, p. 178. 
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intimate acquaintance with the Consular Bonaparte 
than does any other single book ; and it is impossible to 
study them without deriving the impression that he was 
at this time far more than a great soldier. He was, 
faults notwithstamding, a very noble and high-minded 
man. It was easy for the savants of the Institute to 
show him what a fine field for enterprise there was in the 
South Seas ; and though there is not a shred of evidence to 
indicate that, in acquiescing in the proposition, he yielded 
to any other impulse than that of securing for France 
the glory of discovery, there may yet have been at the 
back of his mind, so to speak, the idea that if good 
fortime attended the effort, the French nation might profit 
otherwise than in repute. To say so much, however, is 
not to admit that there is any justification for thinking 
that the acquisition of dominion furnished a direct 
motive for the expedition. If Bonaparte entertained 
such a notion he kept it to himself. There is not a 
trace of it in his correspondence, or in the memoirs of 
those who were intimate with him at this period. One 
cannot say what thoughts took shape at the back of a 
mind Uke Napoleon's, nor how far he was looking ahead 
in anything that he did. One can only judge from the 
evidence available. On some of Flinders' charts there 
are dotted lines to indicate coasts which he had not 
been able to explore fuUy. He would not set down as 
a statement of fact what he had not verified. History, 
too, has its dotted lines, where supposition fills up gaps 
for which we have no certain information. There is no 
harm in them ; there is some advantage. But we had 
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better take care that they remain dotted lines until we 
can ink them over with certainty, and not mistake a 
possibly wrong guess for a fact. 

It is also necessary to distioguish between the exalted 
motives of which we may thmlf the Fiist Consul capable 
ia 1800, and for a year or two after, and the use he 
would have made five, eight, or ten years later of any 
opportunities of damaging the possessions and the prestige 
of Great Britain. In the fuU tide of his passionate 
hatred against the nation that mocked and blocked and 
defied him at every turn of his foreign policy, he would 
unquestionably have been delighted to seize any oppor- 
tunity of striking a blow at British power anjrwhere. 
He kept Decaen at Mauritius in the hope that events 
might favour an attempt on India. He would have 
used discoveries made in Australasia, as he would have 
used Fulton's steamboat in 1807, to injure his enemy, 
could he have done so effectually. But to do that 
involved the possession of great naval strength, and 
the services of an admiral fit to meet upon the high seas 
that slim, one-armed, one-eyed man whose energy and 
genius were equal to a fleet of frigates to the dogged 
nation whose hero he was ; and in both these require- 
ments the Emperor was deficient. 

Indeed, we can scarcely realise how much Australia 
owes to Britain's overwhelming strength upon the blue 
water at the begirming of the nineteenth century. But 
for that, not only France but other European powers 
would surely have claimed the right to establish them- 
selves upon the continent. The proportion of it which 
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the English occupied at the time was proportionately no 
more than a fly-speck upon a window pane. She could 
not colonise the whole of it, and the small portion that 
she was using was a mere convict settlement. Almost 
any other place would have done equally well for such 
a purpose. It needed some tremendous exertion of 
strength to enable her to maintain exclusive possession 
of a whole continent, such as Spain had vainly professed 
regarding America in the sixteenth century. From the 
point of view of Austrahan ' unity, peace, and concord,' 
the Napoleonic wars were an immense blessing, however 
great an infliction they may have been to old Europe. 
In an age of European tranquillity, it is pretty certain 
that foreign colonisation in Australia would not have been 
resisted. Great Britain would not have risked a war 
with a friendly power concerning a very distant land, the 
value and potentiahties of which were far from being 
immediately obvious. The EngUshman, however, is 
tremendously assertive when threatened. He wfll fight to 
the last gasp to keep what he really does not want very 
much, if only he supposes that his enemy wishes to take 
a bit of it. It was in that spirit of pugnacity that he 
stretched a large muscular hand over the whole map of 
AustraUa, and defied his foes to touch it. Before the 
great struggle it would have been quite possible to think 
of colonising schemes in the southern hemisphere without 
seriously contemplating the danger of collision with the 
British. But the end of the Napoleonic wars left the 
power and prestige of Great Britain upon the sea un- 
challengeable, and her possessions out of Europe were 
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placed beyond assail. %This position was fairly established 
before Napoleon could have made any serious attempt 
to annoy or injure the English settlement ia Australia. 
Traced back to decisive causes, the ownership of Australia 
was determined on October 21, 1805, when the planks of 
the Victory were reddened with the hfe-blood of Nelson. 

The remaining points to be considered are the following. 

The Treaty of Amiens was negotiated and signed in 
1801-2, while Baudin's expedition was at sea. Had 
Napoleon desired to secure a slice of Australia for the 
French, here was his opportunity to proclaim what he 
wanted. Had he done so, we can have no reasonable 
doubt that he would have foimd the British Government 
compliant. His Majesty's Ministers were in a con- 
cessionary mood. By that treaty Great Britain sur- 
rendered aU her maritime conquests of recent wars, 
except Trinidad and Ceylon. She gave up the Cape, 
Demerara, Berbice, Essequibo, Surinam, Martinique, 
Guadeloupe, Minorca, and Malta.^ She was eagerly 
desirous for peace. Bread was dear, and England seethed 
with discontent. Napoleon was fuUy aware that he was 
in a position to force concessions. King George's advisers 
were limp. ' England,' wrote Thibaudeau, who knew 
his master's mind, ' was driven by sheer necessity to 
make peace ; not so Bonaparte, whose reasons were 
founded on the desire of the French nation for peace, 
the fact that the terms of the treaty were glorious for 
France, and the recognition by his bitterest enemy of 

^ Cambridge Modem History, ix. 75 et seq. ; PoUtiad History oj En^and 
(Brodrick and Fotheringham), ru 9 £/ seq. 
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the position which the nation had bestowed upon him.' * 
The value of Australia at this time was scarcely perceived 
by Great Britain at all. Sydney was just a tip for human 
refuse, and a cause of expense, not of profit or advantage. 
The only influential man in England who believed in a 
future for the country was Sir Joseph Banks ; and he, 
in 1799, had written to Governor Hunter : ' The situation 
of Europe is at present so critical, and His Majesty's 
Ministers so fully employed in business of the highest 
importance, that it is scarce possible to gain a moment's 
audience on any subject but those which stand foremost 
in their minds, and colonies of all kinds, you may be 
assured, are now put in the background. . . . Your 
colony is a most valuable appendage to Great Britain, 
and I flatter myself we shall, before it is long, see her 
Ministers made sensible of its real value.' ' If that was 
the feeling in 1799, we can imagine how a claim to the 
right to found a French settlement in Australia during 
the nerveless regime of Addington woiild have been 
received. It would not have delayed the signing of the 
Treaty of Amiens by one hour. England at that time 
would not have risked a frigate or spent an oimce of 
powder on resisting such a demand. But the subject 
does not appear to have been even mentioned during the 
negotiations. 

Nor was it mentioned by Napoleon during the years of 
his captivity at St. Helena. He talked about his projects, 

' Fortescue's English edition, p. Ii8. 

^ Banks to Hunter, February i, 1799 (Historical Records of New South 
Wales, iii. 532). 
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his Mhires, his successes, with O'Meara, Montholon, Las 
Cases, Admiral Malcohn, Antominarchi, Gotirgaad, and 
others. Australia and the Baudia expedition were 
never discussed, though Surgeon O'Meara knew all about 
Flinders' imprisonment, and mentioned it incidentally 
in a footnote to illustrate the hardships brought upon 
innocent non-belligerents during the Napoleonic wars. 
Indeed, an interesting passage in O'Meara's Napoleon ai 
Saint Helena ^ causes a doubt as to whether Napoleon 
had a dear recollection of the Flinders case at alL It is 
true that General Decaen's aide-de-camp had mentioned 
it to him in 1804, and that Banks had written to him on 
the subject ; but he had many larger matters to occupy 
him, and possibly gave no more than passing thought 
to it. O'Meara records that among Napoleon's visitors 
at the rock was an Englishman, Mr. Manning, who was 
travdhng in France for the benefit of his health in 1805. 
He had been arrested, but on writing to Napoleon stating 
his case, was released. He mentioned the incident in the 
course of the conversation, and expressed his gratitude. 
' What protection had you ? ' asked Napoleon. ' Had 
you a letter from Sir Joseph Banks to me ? ' Manning 
rephed that he had no letter from any one, but that 
Napoleon had ordered his release without the intervention 
of any influential person. Tlie occurrence of Banks's 
name to Napoleon's memory in connection with an 
application for the release of a traveller may indicate 
that a reminiscence of the Flinders case lingered in the 
mind of the fllustrious exile. So much cannot, however, 

^ Edition of 1888, ii. 129. 
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be stated positively, because Flinders was not the only 
prisoner in behalf of whom the President of the Royal 
Society had interested himself, though his was the only 
case which attracted a very large amoimt of public 
attention. But what is chiefly significant is the absence 
of any reference to Australia and Baudin's expedition in 
the St. Helena conversations, in which the whole field of 
Napoleonic poUcy was traversed with amplitude. 

Had the selection of a site for settlement, rather 
than research, been intended, it seems most Hkely 
that Napoleon, with his trained eye for strategic ad- 
vantages, would have directed particular if not exclusive 
attention to be paid to the north coast of Austraha. If 
he had taken the map in hand and studied it with a 
view to obtaining a favourable position, he would prob- 
ably have put his finger upon the part of the coast 
where Port Darwin is situated, and would have said, 
' Search carefully just there : see if a harbour can be 
discovered which may be used as a base.' The coast 
was entirely unoccupied ; the French might have 
established themselves securely before the British knew 
what they had done ; and had they found and fortified 
Port Darwin, they would have captured the third point 
of a triangle — the other two being Mauritius and Pondi- 
cherry — which might have made them very powerful in 
the Indian Ocean. And that is precisely what the East 
India Company's directors feared that Napoleon intended. 
One of them, the Hon. C. F. Greville, wrote to Brown, 
the naturalist of the Investigator, ' I hope the French 
ships of discovery will not station themselves on the 
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north coast of New Holland ' ; ^ and the Company, 
recognising their own interest in the matter, voted 
six hundred pounds as a present to the captain, staff, 
and crew of the Investigator before she sailed from 
England. But instead of what was feared, the French 
ships devoted principal attention to the south, where 
there was original geographical work to do — a natural 
coxuse, their object being discovery, but not what might 
have been expected had their real design been acquisition. 
P^ron censured Baudin because he examined part of 
the west coast before proceeding to the xmlmown south ; 
and when at length Le Geographe did sail north, the 
work done there was very perfunctory. Baudin himself 
was no fighting man ; nor was there with the expedition 
a nuUtary engineer or any of&cer capable of reporting 
upon strategic situations, or competent to advise as to 
the establishment of a fort or a colony. Captain Hamelin 
and Lieutenant Henri de Freycinet afterwards saw 
active service with the Navy, but the stafi knew more 
about flowers, beetles, butterflies, and rocks than about 
fortifications and colonisation. 

In recent years research has concentrated powerful 
rays of light on the intricacies of Napoleonic poUcy. 
Archives have been thrown open, ransacked, catalogued 
and codified. Memoirs by the score, letters by the 
hundred, have been published. Documents by the 
thousand have been studied. A battalion of eager 
students have handled this vast mass of materiaL The 
piercing minds of eminent scholars have drilled into it 

1 Jannary 4, 1802, HUtorical Records of Kia South Wales, iv. 677. 
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to elucidate problems incidental to Napoleon's era. 
But nothing has been brought to Hght which indi- 
cates that Australia was within the radius of his 
designs. 

The idea that the publication of the Terre Napoleon 
maps, with their unfounded pretensions to discoveries, 
was a move on Napoleon's part towards asserting a claim 
upon territory in Australia, is surely untenable by any 
one with any appreciation of the irony of circumstances. 

No man in history had a deeper realisation of the 
d57namics of empire than Napoleon had. A nation, as 
he well knew, holds its possessions by the power behind 
its grasp. If he had wanted a sHce of Austraha, and 
had been able to take and hold it, of what poUtical use 
to him would have been a few maps, even with an eagle's 
picture on one of them ? When his unconquerable 
legions brought Italy under his sway, absorbed the Low 
Countries, and established his dominion on the Rhine, 
the Elbe, and the Danube, he based no claims on maps 
and documents. He took because he could. An empire 
is not like a piece of suburban property, based on title- 
deeds drawn by a family solicitor. Its validity is founded 
on forces — the forces of ships, armies, manhood, treaties, 
funds, national goodwill, sound government, commercial 
enterprise, aU the forces that make for solidity, resistance, 
permanence. Freycinet's maps would have been of no 
more use to Napoleon in getting a footing in Australia 
than a postage stamp would be in shifting one of the 
pyramids. He was capable of many mean things, but 
we gravely undervalue his capacity for seeing to the 
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heart of a problem if we suppose ^itti both mean and 
silly enotigh to conspire to cheat Matthew Flinders out 
of his weU and hardly won honours, on the supposition 
that the maps would help him to assert a claim upon 
Australia. He could have made good no such daim in 
the teeth of British opposition without sea power ; and 
that he had not. 

The consequences of the suspicion that Napoleon 
intended to seize a site in Australia, were, however, 
quite as important as if he had formally announced his 
intention of doing so. WTiat men believe to be true, 
not what is true, determines their action ; and there 
was quite enough in the circumstances that occurred to 
make Governor King and his superiors in England 
resolve upon decisive action. King having communi- 
cated his beUefs to Ministers, Lord Hobart, Secretary of 
State for War and the Colonies, in June 1803, wrote a 
despatch in which he authorised the colonisation of Van 
Diemen's Land by the removal of part of the establish- 
ment at Norfolk Island to Port Dahymple — ' the ad- 
vantageous position of which, upon the southern coast 
of Van Diemen's Land, and near the entrance of Bass 
Straits, renders it, in a pohtical %iew, particularly neces- 
sary that a settlement should be formed there.' ^ It 
will be observed that the Secretary of State's geo- 
graphical knowledge of the countries under his r^ime 
was quite remarkable. A man who should describe 
Glasgow as being on the southern coast of England, 
near the eastern entrance of the Channel, would be just 

^ See Backhouse Walker, Early Tasmama, pu 22. 
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about as near the truth as Lord Hobart managed to 
get.i 

King moved immediately. He despatched the Lady 
Nelson and the Albion on August 31 to establish a settle- 
ment on the river Derwent, with Lieutenant John 
Bowen in charge ; and in September 1803 the first 
British colony in Tasmania was planted. It had a 
variety of adverse experiences before at length the 
beautiful site of the city of Hobart, at the foot of 
Mount WeUington, was determined upon ; but here, 
at all events, was a beginning, and the tale from that 
time forward has been one of steady progress. 

As soon as the imagined threat of French invasion lost 
its impulsion, the colonising energy of the governing 
authorities subsided. The Tasmanian settlement re- 
mained and grew, but Trafalgar removed aU fear of foreign 
interference. Hence it was that nearly forty years 
elapsed before any real effort was made to settle the lands 
within Port Phillip. Then the first energies that were 
devoted towards creating the great state of Victoria 
were not directed by the Government, which no longer 
had any poUtical motive for forcing matters, but were 
made by enterprising stock-owners searching for pastures. 
It was not till 1835 that John Batman pushed up the 
river Yarra, found the site of the present city of 
Melbourne, and said, ' This will be the place for a village ! ' 

^ Froude's amusing story of Lord Palmerston, when, on forming a Ministry, 
he thought he would have to take the Secretaryship of State for the Colonies 
himself, comes to mind. He said to Sir Arthur Helps, ' Come upstairs with 
me. Helps ; we will look at the maps, and you shall show me where these 
places are.' (Froude's Oceana, p. 12.) 
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Trafalgar and the security which it gave to British 
possessions oversea made all the difference between the 
early occupation of Tasmania for fear the French should 
take it, and the leisurely and non-official settlement of 
the Port Phillip district, when it was quite certain that 
no foreign power could set a foot upon it without 
British permission. 

There was one other occasion when the recurrence of 
French exploring ships ia Australian waters revived 
the idea that foreign settlement on some portion of the 
continent was contemplated. Just as the appearance of 
Baudiu's expedition at the cormnencement of the century 
expedited the colonisation of Tasmania, and prompted 
a tentative occupation of Port Phillip, so the renewed 
activity of the French in the South Seas during the 
years 1820 to 1826, was the immediate cause of the 
foundation of the Swan River Settlement (1829), the 
nucleus of the present state of Western Australia. Steps 
were also taken to form an establishment at Westemport, 
where, on the arrival of H.M.S. Fly with two brigs 
conveying troops, evidences were found showing that 
the French navigators had already paid a call, without, 
however, maldng any movranent ia the direction of 
' effective occupation.' The Swan River Settlement 
grew, but the Westemport expedition packed up its 
kit and returned to Sydney when the alarm subsided. 

There is perhaps some warrant for beheving that the 
French Government, when it sent out Freycinet in the 
Uranie and the Physicienne from 1817 to 1820, and the 
Baron de Bougainville in the Esperance and the Thetis 
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from 1824 to 1826, desired to collect information with a 
possible view to colonise in some part of Australasia ; 
though the fear that these commanders were themselves 
commissioned to ' plant ' a colony was quite absurd, 
and the express exploratory purpose of their voyages 
was abundantly justified by results. Lord John Russell, 
in after years, related that ' during my tenure of the 
Colonial office, a gentleman attached to the French 
Government called upon me. He asked how much of 
Australia was claimed as the dominion of Great Britain. 
I answered, " The whole," and with that answer he went 
away.'^ Lord John Russell was at the head of the 
Colonial Office in the second Melbourne Administration, 
1839-41, a long time after the French explorers had gone 
home and pubUshed the histories of their voyages. But 
it is still quite possible that the researches made by 
Freycinet and the Baron de Bougainville prompted the 
inquiry of the Colonial Secretary's visitor. The phrase, 
' a gentleman attached to the French Government,' is 
rather vague. The question was clearly not asked by 
the French Ambassador, or it would have been addressed 
to the Foreign Secretary, who at that time was Lord 
Palmerston, and whose reply would certainly not have 
fallen short of Lord John's, either in emphasis or distinct- 
ness. It may well be, however, that the Government of 
King Louis Philippe — whose chief advisers during the 
period were Thiers (1839-40) and Guizot (from July 
1840) — desired to make their inquiry in a semi-official 
manner to avoid causing offence. 

^ Russell's Recollections and Suggestions (1875), p. 203. 
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Yet the fact cannot escape notice, that at this par- 
ticular time the French were busily laying the foundation 
of that new colonial dominion with which they have 
persevered, with admirable results, since the collapse 
of their oversea power during Napoleon's regime. 
Though their aptitude for colomsation had been ' im- 
happHy rendered sterQe by the faults of their European 
poUcy,' ^ the more far-seeing among their statesmen and 
publicists did not lose sight of the ideal of creating a 
new field for the diffusion of French civilisation. They 
commenced in 1827 that colonising enterprise in Algiers 
which has converted 'a sombre and redoubtable barbarian 
coast ' into ' a twin sister of the Riviera of Nice, charming 
as she, upon the other side of the Mediterranean.' * 

Lord John Russell was not likely to be regardless of 
this movement, nor unaware of the strongly marked 
current of opinion in France in favour of expansion. 

Twenty years later Lord John Russell had the position 
of Australia, as a factor in world politics, brought under 
his notice again, through a document to which he evi- 
dently attached importance, and which is still the 
legitimate subject of historical curiosity. He was then 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in the second 
Palmeiston Administration (1859 to 1865). A great 
change had meanwhile taken place affecting the economic 
value of this large island in the South Seas. Apart from 
the growth of its commerce and the productive capacity 
of its great fertile areas, the gold discoveries of the early 

' Fallot, VAvaiir Colonial de la France, p. 4. 
' Hanotanz, Cinergie Fran^aise (1902), pw 284. 
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fifties — the nuggets of Ballarat and the rich auriferous 
gravels of wide belts of country — had turned the eyes of 
the world towards the land of whose agricultural and 
mineral resources so little had been previously known. 
France, too, had passed through a new series of changes 
in her very mutable modem history, and a Bonaparte 
once more occupied the throne, as Napoleon iii. 

One day the British Foreign Minister received, from 
a source of which we know nothing — but the Foreign 
Office in the Pahnerstonian epoch was exceedingly well 
informed — a communication which, having read, he did 
not deposit among the official documents at Downing 
Street, but carefully sealed up and placed among his own 
private papers. His biographer. Sir Spencer Walpole, 
teUs us aU that is at present known about this mysterious 
piece of writing. ' There is stUl among Lord John's 
papers,' he says, ' a simple document which purports to 
be a translation of a series of confidential questions 
issued by Napoleon iii. on the possibility of a French 
expedition, secretly collected in different ports, invading, 
conquering, and holding AustraUa. How the paper 
reached the Foreign Office, what credit was attached to 
it, what measures were suggested by it, there is no 
evidence to show. This only is certain. Lord John 
dealt with it as he occasionally dealt with confidential 
papers which he did not think it right to destroy, but 
which he did not wish to be known. He enclosed it in 
an envelope, sealed it with his own seal, and addressed 
it to himself. It was so found after his death.' ^ 

' Walpole, Life of Lord John Russell, U. 177. 
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Oddly enough, the period within which Lord John 
received the piece of information which he carefully 
kept to himself in the manner described, corresponds 
with that of the most notorious effort of Napoleon iii. 
to assert his power beyond the confines of Europe. 

In 1853, the year after the establishment of the 
second Empire, the Government of Napoleon iii. had 
annexed New Caledonia, commencing on this island the 
poHcy of transportation in the very year in which Great 
Britain ceased to send convicts to Australia. Thus for 
the first time did France secure a footing in the South. 
This was a safe step to take, as the annexation was 
performed with the concurrence of Great Britain. But 
Napoleon's oversea move of nine years later was rash in 
the extreme. 

From 1862 to 1866 — after a joint Anglo-French-Spanish 
movement to compel the Repubhc of Mexico to discharge 
her debts to European bondholders, and after a disagree- 
ment between the allies which led to the withdrawal of 
the British and the Spaniards — forty thousand French 
troops were engaged upon the quixotic task of disciplining 
Mexican opinion, suppressing civil war, and imposing 
upon the people an unwelcome and absurd sovereign in 
the person of Maximilian of Austria. His throne endured 
as long as the French battalions remained to support it. 
When they withdrew, MaximUian was deposed, court- 
marshalled, and shot. The wild folly of the Mexican 
enterprise, from which France had nothing to gain, 
illustrated in an expensive form the imbalanced judginent 
and the soaring megalomaniac propensities of ' the man 
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of December.' That he should institute such inquiries 
as are indicated by the document described by Lord 
John Russell's biographer, even though the preservation 
of friendly relations with Great Britain was essential 
to him, was quite in accordance with the ' somewhat 
crafty ' character of the man of whom a contemporary 
French historian has said : ' He knew how to keep his own 
counsel, how to brood over a design, and how to reveal 
it suddenly when he felt that his moment had come.' ^ 
It is a httle singular, however, that Russell did not 
allude to the mysterious paper when he wrote his Re- 
collections and Suggestions, five years after the fall of 
Napoleon iii. There was no imperative need for secrecy 
then, and the passage quoted from his book indicates 
that the welfare of Australia was under his consideration. 
The facts set forth in the preceding pages are sufficient 
to show that the people of no portion of the British 
Empire have greater reason to be grateful for the 
benefits conferred by the naval strength maintained by 
the mother country, during the past one hundred years, 
than have those who occupy Australia. Their coimtry 
has indeed been, in a special degree, the nurshng of sea 
power. By naval predominance, and that alone, the 
way has been kept clear for the unimpeded development, 
on British constitutional Unes, of a group of flourishing 
states forming ' one continent-isle,' whose bounds are 
' the girdling seas alone.' 

' M. Albert Thomas, in Cambridge Modem History, xi. 287. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Alabd, Eloge Historique de Frangois Peron, redadeur du 
Voyage de Decouvertes aux Tenes Australes. Paris, 1811. 

Almanac de Gotha, 1811, contains a good narrative of the 
Bandin expedition, founded on Peron's first volume, 
giving an account of the discoveries claimed to have 
been made. 

Annual Register, 1800-14. Various Refs^ences. 

AuDiAT, Louis, Peron, sa vie, ses voyages {en Oceanie) et ses 
ouvrages. Mouhns, 1855. 

AuiAKD, A., Pans sous le Consulat. 5 vols. Paris, 1903. 

Banks, Thomas, System of Universal Geography. 2 vols. 
London, 1790. 

Baddin, Nicolas, Lettre sur laNouvelleHollande, in. Annates 
du Musee d'Histoire Naturdle, vol. ii. pp. 415-22. Paris, 
1809. 

Becee, Louis, and Jeffeey, Walter, Naval Pioneers of 
Australia. London, 1899. 

Bladen, F. M. (Editor), Historical Records of New South 
Wales. 7 vols. Sydney, 1893-1901. The most import- 
ant collection of Australian historical material up to the 
year 1812 ■ prints aU the important documents preserved 
in the Record Of&ce, Q>lonial Office, and Admiralty. An 
indispensable work. 

Blair, David, Cydopeedia of Australasia. Melbourne, 1811. 
Useful, but to be used with caution. 

BONWICK, J., Port Phillip Settlement. London, 1883. 

Bory St. VmcENT, J. B. G., ' Histoire de la traversee du 
Capitaine Baudin jusqu'au Port Louis de LTle 
Maurice, in Voyage dans les quatre principales Ues des 
mers d'Afrique, 1801-2. 3 vols. Paris, 1804. 

S82 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 283 

Bougainville, Louis Antoine de. Voyage autour du monde 
par la frigate du rot La Boudeux et la flUte L'Etoile, en 
1766-69. Paris, 1771 ; Neuchatel, 1773. 

Bougainville, The Baron de. Journal de la Navigation du 
monde de la frigate La Thetis et de la corvette L'Esperance 
pendant les annies 1824-26. Paris, 1828-37. 

Brosses, Charles de, Histoire des Navigations aux Terres 
Australes. 2 vols. Paris, 1756. The series of organised 
French expeditions to the South Seas was largely impelled 
by the pubUcation of this work. 

Burney, James, Chronological History of the Discoveries in 
the South Sea or Pacific Ocean, 5 vols. London, 
1803-17. 

Burney, James, Voyages and Discoveries in the South Seas. 
2 vols. London, 1806. 

Callander, John, Terra Australis Cognita. 3 vols. Edin- 
burgh, 1766-68. 

Chevalier, E., Histoire de la marine frangaise sous le Con- 
sulat et I'Empire. Paris, 1886. 

Cleveland's Voyages, vol. i. p. 35. London, 1842. 

CocKBURN, Rodney, Nomenclature of South Australia. 
Adelaide, 1909. 

CoLLiNGRiDGE, George, Discovery of Australia. Sydney, 
1895. 

Collins, David, Account of the English Colony in New South 
Wales from its first Settlement in January 1788 to August 
1801. London, 1804. Contains a contemporary account 
of the discoveries of Bass and FUnders in the Tom Thumb, 
the whale-boat, and the Norfolk ■ embodying Bass's 
diary. 

Cook, James, Voyage towards the South Pole and round the 
World, performed in His Majesty's Ships the Resolution 
and Adventure, in the Years 1772-75. 2 vols. London, 
1777. 

Cook, James, Voyage to the Pacific Ocean in His Majesty's 
Ships the Resolution and the Discovery, in the Years 
1776-80. 3 vols. London, 1784. 



284 TERRE NAPOLfiON 

Cook, Journal during his first Voyage round the World made 

in H. M. Bark the Endeavour, 1768-71, edited by 

Captain W. J. L. \\Tiarton. London, 1893. 

(There have been many reprints of Cook's Voyages, and 

many translations. The best Biography of Cook is 

that of Kitson, 1907 ; Besant's brief Life {1890) is also 

good.) 
Dahlghen, E. W., Voyages p-anfaises a destination de la mer 

du Sud avant Bougainmlle, 1695-1749. Paris, 1908. 

Contains notices of eleven French voyages of drcom- 

navigation and 175 South Sea voyages accomplished by 

the French before Bougainvilla 
Dalrymple, Alexakdee, Account of the Discoveries made in 

the South Pacific Ocean previous to 1764. London, 1767. 
Daieymple, Alex., Collection of the Several Voyages and 

Discoveries in the South Pacific Ocean. 2 vols. London, 

1770. 
Dampiee, WnxiAM, Voyages. 3 vols. London, 1703-5. 

An excellent reprint of Dampier's Voyages, edited by 

John Masehdd, was published in 1906. 
Deleuze, F. Peron. 1811. 
Ddcasse, Histoire des negotiations diplomafiques relatives 

aux traites de Morfontaine, de LuneviUe et d' Amiens. 

Paris, 1857. 
Ddmont D'Uevuxe, Jdi.es Sebastian C^ae, Voyage 

pittoresque autour du monde. 2 vols. Paris, 1839. 
DtJMONT DTJeville, Voyage de la corvette L' Astrolabe 

pendant les annees 1826-29, sous le commandement de. 

Paris, 1830. 
DuPONCHAL, Voyages, voL vi. pp. 167-219. Paris, 1841. 
Evans, Captain, A Treatise on the Navigation of Port Phillip. 

Melbonme. 
Fallot, L'Avenir colonial de la France. Paris, 1903. 
Favenc, Ernest, History of Australian Exploration. Sydney, 

1888. 
Feeguson, Sailing Directions for Port Phillip. Melbourne, 

1854- 
FaaxLEY, Navigation of the South Pacific Ocean. London, 1863. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 285 

Fisher, H. A. L., Bonapartism. Oxford, 1908. Six lectures. 
On p. 92 is a reference to the alleged designs of Napoleon 
III. on Australia, based on Walpole's Life of Lord John 
Rttssell. 

Flinders, Matthew, Voyage to Terra Australis in the Years 
1801-3, in His Majesty's Ship the Investigator, and 
subsequently in the Armed Vessel Porpoise and Cumber- 
land Schooner, with an Account of the Shipwreck of the 
Porpoise, arrival of the Cumberland at Mauritius, and 
Imprisonment of the Commander during six and a half 
Years in that Island. 2 vols., quarto, with large foho 
atlas. London, 1814. The foundation authority for 
all circumstances affecting FUnders' discoveries and his 
experiences at Mauritius 

Flinders, M., Observations on the Coast of Van Diemen's 
Land. London, 1801. 

Freville, Hydrographie de la Mer du Sud: Histoire des 
Nouvelles Decouvertes. Paris, 1774. 

Freycinet, Louis de, Voyage autour du monde. Paris, 1827. 

Freycinet, Louis de. See also under P^ron and Freycinet. 

Gaffarel, p.. La Politique coloniale en France de 1789 d 
1830. Paris, 1908. 

Garnier, Voyages Abreges, vol. ii. pp. 176-180. Paris, 1837. 

GiRARD, M., Frangois Peron, 1857. 

Grant, James, Narrative of a Voyage of Discovery. London, 
1803. Grant's eye-chart shows the main features of the 
extensive south coast of Australia from Moruit Gambia 
to Wilson's Promontory, and contains frequent mention 
of Bass and Fhnders. He was the first to sail through 
Bass Strait from the west. 

Gregory, J. W., Geography of Australasia. London, 1907. 
The best book on the subject. The author was formerly 
professor of geology at the University of Melbourne, 
and has an unusually intimate knowledge of the country, 
the result of wide and observant travel. 

Hausleutner, p. W. G., German translation of P6ron and 
Freycinet's Voyage aux Terres Australes. Tubingen and 
Stuttgart, 2 vols., 1808-19. 



286 TERRE NAPOLfiON 

HoEFEK (Editor), Nouvelle Biographie GeneraU. Paris, 46 

vols., 1852-66. Article on Flinders in VoL xlvi by 

Alfred de Lacaze ; also biographies of Peron and Decani. 
HoMBOLDT, Alexander von. Personal Narrative of Travels. 

London, 1814. VoL i. pp. 7-8, contains an account of 

the original objects and scope of Baudin's expedition. 
Hunter, John, Historical Journal of the Transactions at 

Port Jackson and Norfolk Island, with the Discoveries 

which have been made in New South Wales and in the 

Southern Ocean since the Publication of Phillip's Voyage. 

London, 1793. 
Jose, A. W., Australasia, 1901. The best brief history of 

Australia. 
Kerr, Robert, General History and Collection of Voyages and 

Travels. 18 vols. London, 1824. Vol. xviii. contains 

an appreciation of the work of Flinders. 
Ktrkpatrick, F. a. (Editor), Lectures on the Nineteenth 

Century. 1908. Contains a lecture by Dr. Holland 

Rose bearing upon the Baudin expedition and the 

Terre Napoleon maps. 
Laborde, J. B., Histoire Abregee de la Mer du Sud. 3 vols. 

Paris, 1791. A rare book, though not so important as 

the work of De Brosses, upon which it was founded. 

It was written ' pour I'education of M. le Dauphin.' 
Laurie, J. S., Story of Australasia. 1896. 
Labiixardiere, J. J. H. de. Relation du Voyage a la recherche 

de la Perouse. 2 vols. Paris. 
LABiLLifeRE, Early History of Victoria. London, 1878. 
Lee, Ida, The Coming of ttie British to Australia, 1788 to 

1824. London, 1906. 
I^roy-Beaulieu, Colonisation chez les pewples modernes. 

2 vols. Paris, 1902. 
Mahan, a. T., Life of Nelson. London, 1899. 
Maiden, J. H., Sir Joseph Banks, Hie Father of Australia. 

Sydney, 1909. Prints many of Banks's letters. 
Major, R- H., Early Voyages to Terra Australis, now called 

Australia. London, 1859. One of the Hakluyt Society's 

valuable volumes. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 287 

Masson, F., Napoleon Inconnu : Pa-piers Inedits. Paris, 1895. 

MiLBERT, M. J., Voyage Pittoresque a Vile de France au cap 
de Bonne Esperance et a I'Ue de Teneriffe, 1800-3, /"*'' 
M. J. Milbert, peintre embarque sur la corvette Le G60- 
graphe, et directeur des gravures de la parlie historique 
du voyage aux Terres Attstrales. 2 vols. ' Paris, 1812. 

MiLET-MuEEAU, L. A., Voyage autour du monde du Comte 
Jean Frangois Galaup de la Perouse. 4 vols. Paris, 1797. 

Moniieur, Le, 1800-1814. Napoleon's official organ contains 
various allusions to Baudin's expedition cind to Flinders. 
See exact references in text. 

MoNTEMONT, Voyages, vol. xviii. pp. 3-49. Paris, 1834. 

Napoleon I., Correspondance. 32 vols. 1858-70. A letter 
relating to Baudin's expedition in Vol. vi., and a refer- 
ence to Port Jackson in Vol. xx. 

Naval Chronicle, 1799-1818. Various references to Baudin's 
expedition ; there is a biographical sketch of Flinders in 
Vol. xxxii.,withportraitandfacsimileofsignature; account 
of FUnders' imprisonment at the Isle of France in Vol. 
xiv. ; letters from Flinders in Vol. xxvi. ; other facsimile 
of signature in Vols. xxvi. and xxviii. ; memorandum by 
Flinders on deflections of the compass needle in Vol. 
xxviii. i discovery of Bass Strait recorded in Vol. xxviii. 

NoDiER et Desplaces (Editors), Biographie Universelle. 
Paris, 1814, and later years. Contains biographies of 
P6ron and Decaen • the biography of Flinders, by 
Walckenaer, in Vol. xiv., is excellent. 

Paterson G., History of New South Wales. Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, 1811. Mention of FKnders ; and especially inter- 
esting on account of its map, showing Bass Strait, and 
Tasmania as an island, but indicating the southern 
coast of Australia by a line which represented a guess. 

Peeon and Freycinet, Voyage de decouvertes aux Terres 
Ausfrales, execute par ordre de sa majeste I'Empereur 
et Roi, sur les corvettes Le Geographe et Le NaturaHste 
et la goelette Le Casuarina, pendant les annees 1800, 1801, 
1802, 1803, et 1804 j puhlie par decret imperial sous le 
ministere de M. de Champagny, et redige par M. F. Peron, 



288 TERRE NAPOLfiON 

naturaliste de I'expedition, correspondant de I'Institut de 
France, de la Societe de I'Ecole de Medecine de Paris, des 
Socieies philomatriques et medicale de la meme ville. Paris, 
1807-1817. First vol. by Peron, published 1807 ; second 
vol. by P6ron and Freycinet, published 1816 ; third vol. 
by Freycinet, pubUshed 1815, all in quarto. Second 
edition of the historical narrative, edited by Freycinet, 
pubUshed in three vols., octavo, 1824. First atlas by 
Freycinet, Lesueur, Petit, and others, pubUshed 1807; 
atlas re-issued, enlarged, 1812 ; revised atlas, with names 
on Terre Napoleon maps entirely altered, pubUshed 1817 ; 
hydrographical atlas by Freycinet, pubUshed 1812. An 
EngUsh translation of volume one was pubUshed, 
London, 1809. 

Phillip's Voyages. London, 1805. Vol. iii. pp. 1-71, 
contains a narrative of the passage of Captain Baudin 
to Port Louis in Mauritius. 

PiNKERTON, Modern Geography. 2 vols. London, 1807. 

PiNKERTON, Voyages, vol. xi. pp. 739-952. London, 1812. 

Prentout, Henri, L'lle de France sous Decaen, 1803-1810. 
Paris, 1901. Based upon the voluminous papers of 
General Decaen, preserved at Caen ■ a most valuable 
book. 

Quarterly Review, vol. iv. (1810) p. 42, article on first volume 
of Peron's Voyage, very strongly condemnatory ; vol. 
xvii. (1817) p. 229, article on the second volume, dealing 
largely with Freycinet's work. The first article was based 
partly on Flinders' MS. Journal, lent to the reviewer by 
the Admiralty. 

RocHON, Nouveau voyage a la mer du Sud, commence sous les 
ordres de M. Marion, et acheve sous M. Duclesmeur. 
Paris, 1783. 

Rogers, J. D., Historical Geography of Australasia. Oxford, 
1907. 

Rose, John Holland, Life of Napoleon I. 2 vols. London, 
1904. Vol. i. cap. 15 gives an account of FUnders' 
voyage and a reproduction of part of the map of AustraUa 
pubUshed with Peron's Voyage de Decouvertes. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 289 

Rose, John Holland, Revolutionary and Napoleonic Era. 

Cambridge, 1895. Reference to Baudin's expedition. 
RosEBERY, Earl of. Napoleon, the Last Phase. London, 1900. 
Ross, C, Correspondence of CornwalUs. 3 vols. 1859. 

Relative to the Treaty of Amiens. 
RossEL, E. P. E. DE, Voyage de D'Entrecasteaux, envoye ^ la 

recherche de La Perouse. Paris, 1808. 
RuSDEN, G. W., History of Australia. 3 vols. London, 1883. 
RusDEN, G. W., Discovery, Survey, and Settlement of Port 

Phillip. Melbourne, 1871. 
Russell, Earl, Recollections and Suggestions. London, 1875. 

See Lord Russell's allusion to French inquiries regarding 

British claims to Australia. 
Shillinglaw, J. J., Historical Records of Port Phillip. Mel- 
bourne, 1879. 
Stephen, Leslie, and Lee, Sidney (Editors), Dictionary 

of National Biography. London, 1885-1901. Biography 

of Flinders, by Sir J. K. Laughton, in Vol. xix. is important. 
Tessier, article on ' Le General Decaen aux Indes,' in Revue 

Historique, vol. xv. (1881). 
Tessier, articles on ' Les papiers du General Decaen,' in 

La Nouvelle Revue, vols. xi. and xii. (1881). 
Thibaudeau, A. C, Bonaparte and the Consulate, translated 

by G. K. Fortescue. London, 1908. 
Thiers, Histoire du Consulat et de V Empire. 20 vols. Paris, 

1845. 
Traill, H. D., Life of Sir John Franklin. London, 1896. 
TucKEY, J. H., Account of a Voyage to Establish a Colony at 

Port Phillip in the Years 1802-3-4. London, 1805. 
TuRNBULL, John, Voyage round the World in the Years 

1800-4, *** which the Author visited Madeira, the Brazils, 

Cape of Good Hope, Botany Bay, and Norfolk Island 

(pp. 473-490). London, 1813. 
Turner, H. G., History of the Colony of Victoria. 2 vols. 

London, 1904. 
Walckenaer, C. a., Le Monde maritime, ou tableau geo- 

graphique et historique de I'archipel d' Orient, de la Polynesie, 

et de I'Australie. 2 vols. Paris, 1819. 



290 TERRE NAPOLfiON 

Walker, James Backhouse, Early Tasmania. Hobart, 
1902. Gives an account of the visit of Baudin's expedi- 
tion to Tasmanian waters. 

Walpole, Spencer, Life of Lord John Russell. 2 vols. 
London, 1891. See the reference to the alleged designs 
upon AustraUa of Napoleon iii. 

Ward, A. W., Prothero, E. W., and Leathes, S. (Editors), 
Cambridge Modern History, vol. ix., Cambridge, 1906. 
cap. 23, by Professor Egerton ; also chapter in Vol. xi., 
by J. D. Rogers, on the Development of Australia. 

Woods, J. E. T., History of the Discovery and Exploration 
of Australia. 2 vols. London, 1865. 



INDEX 



Abercrombie, General, capture of 
Mauritius, 117. 

Aboriginals, Tasmanian, 176 et seq. ; 
in Western Australia, 229 et seq. 

Ah Sam, 166. 

Amiens, Peace of, 4, 6, 15, 43, 268. 

Australasia, name coined by De 
Brosses, 134. 

Australia, causes of her peaceful pro- 
gress, 2 ; colonisation of, 12 ; de- 
fence during Napoleonic wars, 14 ; 
Flinders' completion of discovery 
ofj 27; geographical theories con- 
cerning, 25; name of, 23; first com- 
plete map of, 259 ; effect of Napole- 
onic wars on history of, 267 ; effect 
of suspicion of French designs, 274 ; 
Lord John Russell claims 'the 
whole' for the British, 277; sup- 
posed plan of Napoleon in., 279 ; 
the nursling of sea power, 281. 

Banks, Sir Joseph, friendship for 
Flinders, 29, 88 ; on Baudin's ex- 
plorations, 64, 248 ; influence with 
Napoleon, 78, 270; endeavours to 
secure the liberation of Flinders, 
80 ; suggests the voyage of the 
Investigator, 164 ; the friend of 
Australia, 269. 

Bass, George, his whale-boat voyage, 
28, 191 ; his drawing of Bass Strait, 
44 ; his boat preserved at Sydney, 
201. 

Bass Strait discovered, 28 ; Flinders' 



chart of, 44; French charts, 45 
Captain Hamelin in, 191. 

Batman, 275. 
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De Brosses, advocacy of French 
South Sea exploration, 133 ; coins 
the word Australasia, 134; history 
of Austral navigations, 134. 

Decaen, General, at Pondicherry, 15 ; 
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of, 104 ; Baudin's second visit, 
222. 

King Island, Baudin's missing of, 
43 ; French ships at, 108, 210 ; 
mistake as to, 108 ; Acting Lieu- 
tenant Robbins at, 210 ; hospitality 
of sealers at, 219. 
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mania, 275. 

Lacepede, iJo, 157, 248. 
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flight of the French, 18 ; Napo- 
leon's comments, 19 ; his timidity, 
21. 

Louisiana, sale of, 5. 

Lacas Island, 171. 

Madagascar, Napoleon's plan for 

colonising, 8. 
Malta, 12. 
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et seq., and 263 et seq. ; the pro- 
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Sam, 166 ; view of the lower races, 
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Nelson, 164, 171, 187, 204, 268. 
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Norfolk, H.M.S.; explorations in, 
174. 
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Lincoln, 226 ; at Sharks Bay, 227 ; 
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tressing experiences, 231 ; harsh 
conduct of Baudin, 232 ; chron- 
icles Baudin's death, 238 ; re- 
ceived by Napoleon, 251 ; death 
of, 251 ; scientific work of, 252 ; 
on phosphorescence, 253 ; <> pupil 
of Cuvier, 255. 

Port Darwin, 170, 271. 

Port Jackson, population and means 
of defence during Napoleonic wars, 
12, 14 ; Admiral Linois's great 
chance, 21 ; Napoleon's direction 
to 'take Port Jackson,' 21; 
Baudin's entry, 35, 186 ; French 
camp at Neutral Bay, :87 ; P^ron's 
account of the settlement, 194; 
Baudin's accotint, 196. 
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Port Phillip, discovery, 48 et seq. ; 
navigation of, 50, 62 ; Freycinet's 
account of, 5I> 58; Flinders in, 
59 ; the Rip of, 87 ; French chart 
of, 105 ; Grimes's survey, 112; King 
suggests settlement at, 205. 
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70, 74, 88 ; singular error of, 161 ; 
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Quiros, 134. 
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210. 
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exploration of, 104. 
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Shakespeare, the ' new map ' of 

Twelfth Night, 130. 
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Spencer, Earl, 160, 162, 164. 
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French name for, 70 ; Freycinet's 

exploration of, 104. 
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graphe, 34. 
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Brosses' view of, 135; Institute of 
France and, 151 ; Baudin at, 174 
et seq. ; supposed French designs 
on, 208 ; colonisation of, 274. 
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MARIE ANTOINETTE. Illustrated. 

Third Edition. Demy ivo. j5s.net. 
THE PYRENEES. Illustrated. Second 

Edition. Demy Svo, 7s. 6d. net. 

Bennett (W. H.). A PRIMER OF THE 
BIBLE. Fifth Edition. Cr. ivo. 2S. 6d. 

Bennett (W. H.) and Adeney (W. F.). A 
BIBLICAL INTRODUCTION. With a 
concise Bihliography. Sixi/i Edition. Cr. 
ivo. js. 6d. Also in Two Volumes. Cr. 
ivo. Each 3f. 6d. net. 

Benson (Archbishop). GODS BOARD. 
Communion Addresses. Second Edition. 
Fcap. ivo. y. 6d. net. 



Bicknell (Ethel E.). PARIS AND HER 
TREASURES. Illustrated. Fcap. ivo. 
Round comers. 5s. net. 

Blake (William). ILLUSTRATIONS OF 
THE BOOK OF JOB. With a General In- 
troduction by Laurence Binvqn. Illus- 
trated. Quarto. 21^. net. 

Bloemfontein (Bishop of). ARA CCELI : 
An Essay in Mystical Theology. 
Fifth Edition. Cr. ivo. y. 6d. net. 

FAITH AND EXPERIENCE. Second 
Edition. Cr. ivo. 3J. 6d. net. 

Bowden (E. M.). THE IMITATION OF 
BUDDHA: Quotations from Buddhist 
Literature for each Day in the Year. Sixth 
Edition. Cr. xtmo. 2S. 6d. 

Brabant (F. G.). RAMBLES IN SUSSEX. 
Illustrated. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

Bradley (A. G.). ROUND ABOUT WILT- 
SHIRE. Illustrated. Second Edition. Cr. 
Svo. 6s. 

THE ROMANCE OF NORTHUMBER- 
LAND. Illustrated. Second Edition. Demy 
Svo. 7^ . 6d, net. 

Braid (James). ADVANCED GOLF. 
Illustrated. Seventh Edition. Demy ivo, 
10s. 6d. net. 

Brodrick (Mary) and Morton (A. Ander- 
son). A CONCISE DICTIONARY OF 
EGYPTIAN ARCHEOLOGY. A Hand- 
book for Students and Travellers. Illus- 
trated. Cr. ivo. 3J. 6d. 

Browning (Robert). PARACELSUS. 
Edited with an Introduction, Notes, and 
Bibliography by Margaret L. Lee and 
Katharine B.LococK. Fcap. ivo. y.6d. 
tut. 

Buekton (A. M.). EAGER HEART: A 
Christmas Mystery-Play. Tenth Edition. 
Cr. Svo. IS. net. 

Bull (Paul). GOD AND OUR SOLDIERS. 
Second Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

Burns (Robert). THE POEMS AND 
SONGS. Edited by Andrew Lang and 
W. A. Craigie. Witli Portrait. Third 
Edition, Wide Demy ivo. 6s. 

Caiman (W. T.). THE LIFE OF 
CRUSTACEA. Illustrated. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

Carlyle (Thomas). THE FRENCH 
REVOLUTION. Edited by C. R. L. 
Fletcher. Three Volumes. Cr. ivo. \Ss. 

THE LETTERS AND SPEECHES OF 
OLIVER CROMWELL. With an In- 
troduction by C. H. Firth, and Notes 
and Appendices by S. C. Lomas. Three 
Volumes. Demy ivo, xSs. net. 
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Celano (Brother Thomas of), the 

LIVES OF S. FRANCIS OF ASSISI. 
Translated by A. G. Fekeers Howell. 
With a Frontispiece. Cr. Zvp. 5*. net. 

Chambers (Mrs. Lambert). LAWN 
TENNIS FOR LADIES. Illustrated. 
Cr* %vo. as. 6d. net. 

•Chesser, (Elizabeth Sloan). PER- 
FECT HEALTH FOR WOMEN AND 



CHILDREN. Cr. i 



3J-. bd. net. 



Chesterfield (Lord). THE LETTERS OF 
THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD TO 
HIS SON. Edited, with an Introduction by 
C. Strachev, and Notes by A. Calthrop. 
Two Volumes. Cr. ivo. i2j. 

Chesterton (G.K.). CHARLES DICKENS. 

With two Portraits in Photogravure. Seventh 

Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 
ALL THINGS CONSIDERED. SixtA 

Edition. Feat. %vo. 5J. 
TREMENDOUS TRIFLES. Fourth 

Edition. Fcap. Zvo. 5s. 
ALARMS AND DISCURSIONS. Second 

Edition. Fcap. Zvo. gj. 
THE BALLAD OF THE WHITE 

HORSE. Third EditiMt. Fcap. ivo. jr. 
•TYPES OF MEN. Fca^. ivo. %s. 

Clausen (George). SIX LECTURES ON 
PAINTING. Illustrated. Third Edition. 
Large Post ivo. %s. 6d. net. 

AIMS AND IDEALS IN ART. Eight 
Lectures delivered to the Students of the 
Royal Academy of Arts, Illustrated. Second 
Edition, Large Post 8»fl. Sf. net. 

Clutton-Broek (A.) SHELLEY: THE 
MAN AND THE POET. Illustrated. 
Demy %vo. ^s. 6d. net. 

Cobb (W.F.). THE BOOK OF PSALMS. 
With an Introduction and Notes. Demy Svo. 
10s. 6d. net. 

Conrad (Joseph). THE MIRROR OF 
THE SEA : Memories and Impressions. 
Third Edition. Cr. 5vo. 6s. 

Coolldge (W. A. B.). THE ALPS : IN 
NATURE AND HISTORY. Illustrated. 
De>ny Zvo. is. 6d. net. 

*Correvon(H.). ALPINE FLORA. Trans- 
lated and enlarged by E. W. Clayforth. 
Illustrated. Square Demy %vo. j6s. net. 

Coulton (G. G.). CHAUCER AND HIS 
ENGLAND. Illustrated. Second Edition. 
Demy ivo. loj. 6d. net. 

Cowper (William). THE POEMS. 
Edited with an Introduction and Notes by 
J. C. Bailey. Illustrated. Demy Svo. 
los. 6d. net. 



Cox (J. C). RAMBLES IN SURREY. 
Second Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

Crowley (Ralph H.). THE HYGIENE 
OF SCHOOL LIFE. Illustrated. Cr. 
ivo. 2S. 6d. net, 

Davis (H. W. C). ENGLAND UNDER 
THE NORMANS AND ANGEVINS: 
1066-1372. Third Edition, Demy ivo. 
xos, 6d. net. 

Dawbarn (Charles). FRANCE AND 
THE FRENCH. Illustrated. Demy ivo. 
\os. 6d, net, 

Dearmep (Mabel). A CHILD'S LIFE 
OF CHRIST. Illustrated. Large Cr. 
ivo. 6s. 

Deffand (Madame du). LETTRES DE 
MADAME DU DEFFAND A HORACE 
WALPOLE. Edited, with Introduction, 
Notes, and Index, by Mrs. Paget Toynbee. 
In Three Volumes. Demy ^o. jC3 3S. net. 

Dickinson (G. L.). THE GREEK VIEW 
OF LIFE. Seventh Edition. Crown ivo. 
as. 6d. net. 

Ditehfield (P. H.). THE PARISH 

CLERK. Illustrated. Third Edition. 

Demy ivo. 'js. 6d. net, 
THE OLD-TIME PARSON. IlUistiated. 

Second Edition, Detny ivo, ^s. 6d. net. 
•THE OLD ENGLISH COUNTRY 

SQUIRE. Illustrated. Demy Svo. los. 6d. 

net. 

Ditehfield (P. H.) and Roe (Fred). 
VANISHING ENGLAND. The Book by 
P. H. Ditehfield. Illustrated by Fred Roe. 
Second Edition. Wide Demy ivo.. jss.net. 

Douj^las (Hugh A.). VENICE ON FOOT. 

With the Itinerary of the Grand Canal. 

Illustrated. Second Edition. Hound 

comers. Fcap. ivo. 5*. net. 
VENICE AND HER TREASURRS. 

Illustrated. Round corners. Fcap, ivo. 

Ss. net. 

Dowden (J.). FURTHER STUDIES IN 
THE PRAYER BOOK. Cr. ivo. 6s. 

Driver (S. R.). SERMONS ON 
SUBJECTS CONNECTED WITH THE 
OLD TESTAMENT. Cr, ivo, 6s. 

Dumas (Alexandre). THE CRIMES OF 

THE BORGIAS AND OTHERS. With 

an Introduction by R. S. Garnett. 

Illustrated. Second Edition. Cr. ivo. 6s. 
THE CRIMES OF URBAIN GRAN- 

DIERAND OTHERS. Illustrated. Cr. 

ivo. 6s. 
THE CRIMES OF THE MARQUISE 

DE BRINVILLIERS AND OTHERS. 

Illustrated. Cr. ivo. 6s. 
THE CRIMES OF ALI PACHA AND 

OTHERS. Illustrated. Cr. ivo. 6s. 



General Literature 



MY MEMOIRS. Translated by E. M. 
Waller. With an Introduction by Andrew 
Lang. With Frontispieces in Photogravure. 
In six Volumes. Cr.ivo. 6s. each volume. 
Vol. I. 1802-1821. Vol. IV. 1830-1831. 
Vol. II. 1822-1825. Vol. V. 1831-1832. 
Vol. III. 1826-1830. Vol. VI. 1832-183^. 
MY PETS. Newly translated by A. R. 
Allinson. Illustrated. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

Duncan (F, M.). OUR INSECT 
FRIENDS AND FOES. Illustrated. 
Cr. ^vo. 6s. 

Dunn-Pattison (R. P.). NAPOLEON'S 
MARSHALS. Illustrated. Demy Bm. 
Second Edition. 12J. 6d. net. 

THE BLACK PRINCE. Illustrated. 
Second Edition, Demy Bvo, js. 6d. net. 

Durham (The Earl of). THE REPORT 
ON CANADA. With an Introductory 
Note. Demy Svo. 4J. 6d. net. 

Dutt(W.A.). THE NORFOLK BROADS. 
Illustrated. Second Edition, Cr. ivo. 6s. 

Egerton (H. E.). A SHORT HISTORY 
OF BRITISH COLONIAL POLICY. 
Third Edition. Demy Zvo. ^s. 6d. net. 

Evans (Herbert k.\ CASTLES OF 
ENGLAND AND WALES. Illustrated. 
Demy Svo. 12s. 6d. net. 

Exeter (Bishop of). REGNUMDEL 
(The Bampton Lectures of xgoi.) A Cheaper 
Edition. Demy ivo. -js. 6d, net. 

Ewald (Capl). MY LITTLE BOY. 
Translated by Alexander Teixeira de 
Mattos. Illustrated. Fcafi. ivo. 5^. 

Fairbrother (W. H.). THE PHILO- 
SOPHY OF T. H. GREEN. Second 
Edition. Cr. Zvo, y 6<^ 

•ffoulkes (Charles). THE ARMOURER 
AND HIS CRAFT. Illustrated. Royal 
^to. £2 2S, net. 

Firth (C. H.). CROMWELL'S ARMY: 
A History of the English Soldier durine the 
Civil Wars, the Commonwealth, and the 
Protectorate. Illustrated. Second Edition. 
Cr. Svo. 6s. 

Fisher (H. A. L.). THE REPUBLICAN 
TRADITION IN EUROPE. Cr, Svo, 
6s. net. 

FltzGerald (Edward). THE RUBA'IYAT 
OF OMAR KHAYYAM. Printed from 
the Fifth and last Edition. With a Com- 
mentary by H. M. Batson, and a Biograph- 
ical Introduction by E. D. Ross. Cr. Zvo, 
6s, 

Flux (A. W.). ECONOMIC PRINCIPLES. 
Demy Z/vt, is, 6d, net. 



Fraser (J. F.). ROUND THE WORLD 
ON A WHEEL. Illustrated. Fifth 
Edition, Cr, Svo. 6s. 

Galton (Sir Francis). MEMORIES OF 
MY LIFE. Illustrated. Third Edition, 
Demy zvo. 10s. 6d. »*-/. 

Gibblns (H. de B.). INDUSTRY IN 
ENGLAND: HISTORICAL OUT- 
LINES. With Maps and Plans. Seventh 
Edition^ Revised, Demy Svo. los. 6d. 

THE INDUSTRIAL HISTORY OF 
ENGLAND. With 5 Maps and a Plan. 
Eighteenth and Revised Edition. Cr. Svo. 

ENGLISH SOCIAL REFORMERS. 
Second Edition. Cr. Svo. zs. 6d. 

Gibbon (Edward). THE MEMOIRS OF 
THE LIFE OF EDWARD GIBBON. 
Edited by G. BiRKBECtc Hill. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE 
ROMAN EMPIRE. Edited, with Notes, 
Appendices, and Maps, by J. B. Bury, 
Illustrated. In Seven Volumes. Demy 
Svo. Each JOS. 6d. net. Also in Seven 
Volumes. Cr. Svo. 6s. each. 

Glover (T. R.). THE CONFLICT OF 
RELIGIONS IN THE EARLY ROMAN 
EMPIRE. Fourth Edition. Demy Svo. 
js. 6d. net. 

Godley (A. D.). LYRA FRIVOLA. Fourth 

Edition. Fcaf. Svo. as, 6d, 
VERSES TO ORDER. Second Edition, 

Fcap. Svo. 2S. 6d. 
SECOND STRINGS. Fcaf, Svo. 21. 6d. 

GostUng (Frances M.). THE BRETONS 
AT HOME. Illustrated. Third Edition. 
Cr. Svo. 6s. 

AUVERGNE AND ITS PEOPLE. Illus- 
trated. Demy 8v0. lox. 6d, net. 

•Gray (Arthur). CAMBRIDGE AND ITS 
STORY. Illustrated. Demy Svo. is. 6d. 
net. 

Grahame (Kenneth). THE WIND IN 

THE WILLOWS. lUustrated. Sixth 
Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

Granger (Frank). HISTORICAL SOCI- 
OLOGY : a Text-Book or Politics. 
Cr. Svo. 3s. 6d. net. 

Grew (Edwin Sharpe). THE GROWTH 

OF A PLANET. Illustrated. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

Grlffln (W. Hall) and Mlnchln (H. C.J. 
THE LIFE OF ROBERT BROWNING. 
Illustrated. Second Edition. Demy Sva, 
12s, 6d, net. 

Hale (J. R.). FAMOUS SEA FIGHTS: 
FROM Salamis to Tsu-SHiMA. Illustrated. 
Cr, Svo, 6t, net. 
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•HalliH. R.l. THE ANCIENT HISTORY 
OF THE NEAR EAST FROM THE 
EARLIEST PERIOD TO THE PER- 
SIAN INVASION OF GREECE. Illus- 
trated. Demy ivo. iSJ. net. 

Hannay (D.). A SHORT HISTORY OF 
THE ROYAL NAVY. Vol. I., H17-1688. 
Vol. II., 1689-1815. Demy iva. Each 
•js, 6d. net. 

Harper (Charles G.). THE AUTOCAR 
ROAD-BOOK. With Maps. In Fo-ur 
Volumes. Cr. Zve. Each js. 6d. net. 
Vol. I. — South of the Thames. 
Vol. II. — North and South Wales 

AND West Midlands. 
Vol. III.— East Anglia and East Mid- 
lands. 
•Vol. IV. — The North of England and 
South of Scotland, 

Harris (Frank). THE WOMEN OF 
SHAKESPEARE. Demyivo. ii.f>d.net. 

Hassan (Arthur). THE LIFE OF 

NAPOLEON. Illustrated. Demy Sva. 
JS. 6d. net. 

Headier (F. W.). DARWINISM AND 
MODERN SOCIALISM. Second Edition. 
Cr. St'o. ss.'net. 

Henderson (M. Sturge). GEORGE 
MEREDITH ; NOVELIST, POET, 
REFORMER. With a Portrait. Second 
Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

Henley (W. E.). ENGLISH LYRICS : 
CHAUCER TO POE. Second Edition. 
Cr. Svo. as. 6d. net. 

HIH (George Francis). ONE HUNDRED 
MASTERPIECES OF SCULPTURE. 
Illustrated. Demy %vo. lar. ^d. net. 

Hind (C. Lewis). DAYS IN CORNWALL. 
Illustrated. Third Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

Hobhouse (L. T.). THE THEORY OF 
KNOWLEDGE. Demy Svo. 101. 6d. net. 

Hobson (J. A.). INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE : An Application of Economic 
Theory. Cr. Svo. 2J. fid. net. 

PROBLEMS OF POVERTY; An Inquiry 
into the Industrial Condition of the 
Poor. Seventh Edition. Cr. Svo. 2s 6d 

THE PROBLEM OF THE UN- 
EMPLOYED : An Enquiry and an 
Economic Policy. Fifth Edition. Cr. Svo. 
is. 6d. 

Hodgrson (Mrs. W.). HOW TO IDENTIFY 
OLD CHINESE PORCELAIN. Illus- 
trated. Third Edition. Post Svo. 6s. 

Holdich (Sir T. H.). THE INDIAN 
BORDERLAND, 1880-1900. Illustrated. 
Second Edition. Demy Svo. las. 6d. net. 



Holdsworth (W. S.). A HISTORY OF 
ENGLISH LAW. In Four Volumes. 
Vols. I., II., III. Demy Svo. Each 10s. 6d. 
net. 

Holland (Cllve). TYROL AND ITS 
PEOPLE. Illustrated. Demy Svo. los.id. 
net. 

THE BELGIANS AT HOME. Illustrated. 
Demy Svo. los. 6d. net. 

Horsburgh (E. L. S.). LORENZO THE 
MAGNIFICENT : and Florence in her 
Golden Age. Illustrated. Second Edition. 
Demy Svo, 15s. net. 

WATERLOO : a Narrative and a Crit- 
icism. With Flans. Second Edition. Cr, 
Svo. 5r. 

THE LIFE OF SAVONAROLA. Illus- 
trated. Cr. Svo. 5J. net. 

Hosie (Alexander). MANCHURIA. Illus- 
trated. Second Edition. Demy Svo. -js. 6d. 
net. 

Hudson (W. H.). A SHEPHERD'S 
LIFE : Impressions op the South Wilt- 
shire Downs. Illustrated. Third Edi- 
tion. Demy Svo. -js. 6d. net, 

Humphreys (John H.). PROPOR 
TIONAL REPRESENTATION. Cr. Svo. 
5s. net. 

Hutchinson (Horace 6.). THE NEW 
FOREST. Illustrated. Fourth Edition. 
Cr. Snjo. 6s. 

Hutton (Edward). THE CITIES OF 
SPAIN. Illustrated. Fourth Edition. 
Cr. Svo. 6s. 

THE CITIES OF UMBRIA. Illustrated. 
Fourth Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

•THE CITIES OF LOMBARDY. Illus- 
trated. Cr. Svo. 6s, 

FLORENCE AND NORTHERN TUS- 
CAN Y W IT H G E N O A. Illustrated. 
Second Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

SIENA AND SOUTHERN TUSCANY, 
Illustrated. Second Edition, Cr. Svo. 6s 

VENICE AND VENETIA. Illustrated. 
Cr. Svo, 6s. 

ROME. Illustrated. Third Edition. Cr. 
Svo. 6s. 

COUNTRY WALKS ABOUT FLORENCE. 
Illustrated. Second Edition. Fcap. Svo. 
$s. net. 

IN UNKNOWN TUSCANY. With Notes 
by William Heywood. Illustrated. Second 
Edition. Demy Svo. qs. 6d. net. 

A BOOK OF THE WYE. Illustrated. 
Demy Svo. is. 6d. net. 

Ibsen (Henrik). BRAND. A Dramatic 
Poem, Translated by William Wilson. 
Fourth Edition. Cr. Svo. 31. 6d. 

Inge (W. R.). CHRISTIAN MYSTICISM. 
(The Hampton Lectures of 1899.) Second 
and Cheaper Edition, Cr, Svo. 5*. ntt. 
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Innes (A, D.l. A HISTORY OF THE 

BRITISH IN INDIA. With Maps and 

Plans. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 
ENGLAND UNDER THE TUDORS. 

With Maps. TAird Edition. Demy Zvo. 

los. 6d. net. 

Innes (Mary). SCHOOLS OF PAINT- 
ING. Illustrated. Secojtd Edition. Cr. 
Zvo. IS. net. 

Jenks (E.). AN OUTLINE OF ENG- 
LISH LOCAL GOVERNMENT. Second 
Edition. Revised by R. C. K. Ensor, 
Cr: Svo. 2S. 6d. net. 

A SHORT HISTORY OF ENGLISH LAW: 
FKOM THE Earliest Iimes to the End 
OF THE Year igii. Demy Zvo. los. td. 
net. 

Jernlngham (Charles Edward). THE 

MAXIMS OF MARMADUKE. Second 
Edition. Cr. Zvo. ^s. 

Johnston (Sir H, H. ). BRITISH CEN- 
TRAL AFRICA. Illustrated. Tkird 
Edition. Cr. ^to. iZs. net. 

THE NEGRO IN THE NEW WORLD. 
Illustrated. Demy Zvo. 21J. net. 

Julian (Lady) of Norwich. REVELA- 

TIONS OF DIVINE LOVE. Edited by 
Grace Warrack. Fourth Edition. Cr. 
Zvo. 3^. Cd. 

Keats (John). _ THE POEMS. Edited 
with Intrnduclion and Notes by E. de 
SliLlNCOURT. With a Frontispiece in Photo- 
gravure. Third Edition, Deviy Zvo. 
•js. 6d. net. 

Keble (John). THE CHRISTIAN YEAR. 
\Vith ail Introduction and Notes by W. 
Lock. Illustrated. Third Edition. Fcap, 
Zvo. 3J. 6d. 

Kempis (Thomas a). THE IMITATION 
OF CHRIST. From the Latin, with an 
Introduction by Dean Farrar. Illustrated. 
Third Edition. Fcap. Zvo. 3J. td. 

Kingston (Edward). A GUIDE TO 
XaiL BRITISH PICTURES IN THE 
NATIONAL GALLERY. Illustrated. 
FcaJ>. Zvo. 3^. td. net. 

Kipling (Rudyard). BARRACK-ROOM 

liALLADS. ioZth Thousand. Thirty-first 

Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6s. Also Fcap. Zvo, 

Leather, ^s. net. 
THE SEVEN SEAS, 89M Thousand. 

Nineteenth Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6s. Also 

Fcap. Zvo, Leather. 5J. net. 
THE FIVE NATIONS, qind Thousand. 

Eighth Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6f. A\so Fcap. 

Zvo, Leather. 5J. net. 
DEPARTMENTAL DITTIES. Twentieth 

Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6s, Also Fcap. Zvo, 

Leather, 51, ntt. 



Lamb (Charles and Mary). THE 
COMPLETE WORKS. Edited with an 
Introduction and Notes by E. V. Lucas. A 
Nevj and Revised Edition in Six Volumes. 
With Frontispiece. Fcap Zvo. 5s. each. 
The volumes are : — 

I. Miscellaneous Prose, ir. Elia and 
THE LAST Essays of Elia. hi. Books 
FOR Children, iv. Plays and Poems. 
V. and VI. Letters. 

Lankestep (Sir Ray). SCIENCE FROM 
AN EASY CHAIR. Illustrated. Fifth 
Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

Le Braz (Anatole). THE LAND OF 
PARDONS. Translated by Frances M. 
GosTLiNC. Illustrated. Third Edition. 
Cr. Zvo, 6s. 

Lock (Walter). ST. PAUL, THE 
MASTER-BUILDER. Third Edition. 
Cr. Zvo. 3j. 6d. 

THE BIBLE AND CHRISTIAN LIFE. 
Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

Lodge (Sir Oliver). THE SUBSTANCE 
OF FAITH, ALLIED WITH SCIENCE: 
A Catech ism for Parents and Teachers. 
Eleventh Edition. Cr. Zvo. aj. net. 

MAN AND THE UNIVERSE: A Study 
OF THE Influence op the Advance in 
Scientific Knowledge upon our under- 
standing OF Christianity. Ninth 
Editio7U Demy Zvo. $'• net. Also Fcap. 
Zvo. \s. net. 

THE SURVIVAL OF MAN. A Study ik 
Unrecognised Human Faculty. Fi/th 
Edition. ^Vide Crown Svo. ss. net 

REASON AND BELIEF. Ft/th Edition. 
Cr. Zvo. 3J. 6d. net. 

•MODERN PROBLEMS. Cr. Zvo. ss. net. 

Lorimer (George Horace). LETTERS 
FROM A SELF-MADE MERCHANT 
TO HIS SON. Illustrated. Twenty-second 
Edition. Cr. Zvo. 3^. 6d. 
Also Fcap. Zvo. is. net. 

OLD GORGON GRAHAM. Illuitrated. 
Second Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

Lucas (E. v.). THE LIFE OF CHARLES 

LAMB. Illustrated. Fifth Edition. Demy 

Zvo. qs. 6d. ttet. 
A WANDERER IN HOLLAND. lUus- 

trated. Thirteenth Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 
A WANDERER IN LONDON. Illus- 
trated. Twelfth Edition. Cr. Zvo. dr. 
A WANDERER IN PARIS. Illustrated. 

Ninth Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

Also Fcap. Zvo. $s. 
•A WANDERER IN FLORENCE. Illus- 

strated. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 
THE OPEN ROAD: A Little Book for 

Wayfarers. Eighteenth Edition. Fcap. 

Zvo. $s. ; India Paper, js, 6d. 

*A Iso Illustrated in colour, Cr, ^io i jj. neU 



8 



Methuen and Company Limited 



THE FRIENDLY TOWN i A IJttle Book 

for the Urbane. Sixth Edition. Fcafi, ivo. 

5^. ; hidia Paper^ js. 6d. 
FIRESIDE AND SUNSHINE. Sixth 

Edition. Fcap. Zvo. 5J. 
CHARACTER AND COMEDY. Sixth 

Edition. Fcijb. Bvo. 5s. 
THE GENTLEST ART. A Choice of 

Letters hy Entertaining Hands. Seventh 

Edition. Fcafi 8vo. 5J. 
THE SECOND POST. Third Edition. 

Fcap. Bvo. 5J. 
HER INFINITE VARIETY : A Feminins 

Portrait Gallery. Sixth Edition. 

Fcap. Zvo. 5s. 
GOOD COMPANY: A Rally or Mek. 

Second Edition. Fcap. Bvo. $s. 
ONE DAY AND ANOTHER. Fifth 

Editiofi. Fcap. 8vo. 5s. 
OLD LAMPS FOR NEW. Fourth Edition. 

Fcap. Svo. 5J. 
LISTENER'S LURE : An Oblique Nar- 
ration. Ninth Edition. Fcap. Bvo. 5s. 
OVER BEMERTON'S: An Easy-Going 

Chronicle. Ninth Edition. Fcap. %vt. 

5-r. 
MR. INGLESIDE. Ninth Edition. Fcap. 

8vo. 5J. 

See also Lamh (Charles). 

Lydekker (R. and Others). REPTILES, 
AMPHIBIA, FISHES, AND LOWER 
CHORDATA. Edited by J. C. Cunning- 
ham. Illustrated. Demy Bvo. 10s. 6d. net, 

Lydekker (R.). THE OX AND ITS 
KINDRED. Illustrated. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

Macaulay (Lord). CRITICAL AND 
HISTORICAL ESSAYS. Edited hy F. 
C. Montague. Three Velitmes. Cr. Bvo. 

MeCabe (Josephl. THE DECAY OF 
THE CHURCH OF ROME. Third 
Edition. Detny &vo, ys. 6d. net. 

THE EMPRESSES OF ROME. Illus- 
trated. Demy Bvo. 12s. 6d. net. 

MaeCarthy (Desmond) and Russell 
(Agatha). LADY JOHN RUSSELL: 
A Memoir. Illustrated. Fourth Edition. 
Demy Bvo. 10s, 6d. net. 

McCulIagh (Francis). THE FALL OF 
ABD-UL-HAMID. Illustrated. Demy 
Bvo. 10s. 6d, net. 

McDougall (William). AN INTRODUC- 
TION TO SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY- 
Fourth Edition. Cr. Bvo. 5J. net. 

BODY AND MIND : A History and a 
Defence of Animism. Demy Bvo, lof. 6d^ 
net. 

• Mdlle. Mopi ' (Author of). ST. CATHER- 
INE OF SIENA AND HER TIMES. 
Illustrated. Second Edition. Demy Bvo. 
7J. dd. net. 



Maeterlinck (Maurice). THE BLUE 
BIRD: A Fairy Plav in Six Acts. 
Translated hy Alexander Teixeira de 
Mattos. Fcap. Bvo. Deckle Ed£es. 3J. td. 
net. Also Fcap. Bvo. Cloth, is. net. An 
Edition, illustrated in colour by F. Cavley 
Robinson, is also published. Cr. j^to. Gilt 
tof, 3IJ. net. Of the above book Twenty- 
nine Editions in all have been issued. 

MARY MAGDALENE : A Play in Three 
Acts. Translated by Alexander Teixeira 
de Mattos. Third Edition. Fcap. Bvo. 
Deckle Edges. 3J. td. net. Also Fcap. Bvo. 
IS. net. 

DEATH. Translated by Alexander 

Teixeira db Mattos. Fourth Edition. 
Fcap. Bvo. 3J. td. net, 

MahafTy (J. P.). A HISTORY OF EGYPT 
UNDER THE PTOLEMAIC DYNASTY. 
Illustrated. Cr. Bvo. 6s. 

Maitland (F. W.). ROMAN CANON 
LAW IN THE CHURCH OF ENG- 
LAND. Soyal Bvo. js. 6d. 

Marett (R. R.). THE THRESHOLD OF 
RELIGION. Cr. Bvo. jr. 6d. net. 

Marriott (Charles). A SPANISH HOLI- 
DAY. Illustrated. Demy Bvo. js. 6d. net. 

THE ROMANCE OF THE RHINE. 
Illustrated. Demy Bvo, los. 6d. net. 

Marriott (J. A. R.). THE LIFE AND 
TIMES OF LUCIUS CARY, VISCOUNT 
FALKLAND. Illustrated. Second Edition. 
Demy Bvo. -js. 6d. net. 

Masefleld (John). SEA LIFE IN NEL- 
SON'S TIME. Illustrated. Cr. Bvo. 
3J. 6d. net. 

A SAILOR'S GARLAND. Selected and 
Edited. Second Edition. Cr. Bvo. 3J. 6d, 
net. 

Masterman (C. F. G.). TENNYSON 

AS A RELIGIOUS TEACHER. Second 

Edition. Cr. Bvo, 6s. 
THE CONDITION OF ENGLAND. 

Fourth. Edition. Cr. Bvo. 6s, Also Fcap. 

Bvo. IS. net. 

*Mayne (Ethel Colburn). BYRON. Illus- 
trated. In two volumes. Demy Bvo. 31*. 
net. 

Medley (D. J.). ORIGINAL ILLUS- 
TRATIONS OF ENGLISH CONSTITU- 
TIONAL HISTORY. Cr.Bvo, ^s.6d,net, 

Methuen (A. M. S). ENGLAND'S RUIN : 
Discussed in Fourteen Letters to a 
Protectionist. Ninth Edition. Cr. Bvo. 
yi. net. 

Miles (Eustace). LIFE AFTER LIFE: 

Oi, The Theory of Reincarnation. 

Ci-. Bvo. 2j, 6d. net. 
THE POWER OF CONCENTRATION : 

How to Acquire it. Fourth Edition. 

Cr. Bvo, 3J. 6d. net. 
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Mlllals (J. G.). THE LIFE AND LET- 
TERS OF SIR JOHN EVERETT 
MILLAIS. Illustrated. Neiti Edition. 
Demy Zvo. "js. td. net. 

Mllne (J. G.). A HISTORY OF EGYPT 
UNDER ROMAN RULE. Illustrated. 
Cr. Sva. 6s. 

Moffat (Mapy M.). QUEEN LOUISA OF 
PRUSSIA. Illustrated. Aour/A Edilion. 
Cr. Zvo. 6s, 

MARIA THERESA. Illustrated. Dtmy 
8vo. los. 6d. net. 

Money (L. G. Chlozza). RICHES AND 
POVERTY, 1910. Tenth and Revised 
Edition. Denty ivo. 5J. net. 

MONEY'S FISCAL DICTIONARY, 1910. 
Second Edition. Demy ivo. 5J. net. 

INSURANCE VERSUS POVERTY. Cr. 
Svo. ss. net. 

THINGS THAT MATTER: Papers on 
Subjects which ake, or ought to be, 
UNDER Discussion. Detny ivo. 5J. net. 

Montague (C.E.). DRAMATIC VALUES. 
Second Edition. Fcap. Bvo, 5J. 

Moorhouse (E. Hallam). NELSON'S 
LADY HAMILTON. Illustrated. Third 
Edition. Demy i.vo. is. td. net. 

•Morgan (C Lloyd). INSTINCT AND 
EXPERIENCE. Cr. ivo. 5s. tiet. 

•NeviU (Lady Dorothy). MY OWN 
TIMES. Edited by her son. Demy %vo. 
15J. net. 

Norway (A. H.). NAPLES: Past and 
Present. Illustrated. fourth Edition. 
Cr. ivo. 6s, 

•O'Donnell (Elliott). WEREWOLVES 

Cr, ivo, ss. net. 

Oman (C. W. C). A HISTORY OF THE 
ART OF WAR IN THE MIDDLE 
AGES. Illustrated. Demy ivo. las. 6d. 
net. 

ENGLAND BEFORE THE NORMAN 
CONQUEST. With Maps. Second 
Edition. Demy ivo. jos. 6d. net. 

Oxford (M. N.), A HANDBOOK OF 
NURSING. Sixth Edition, Revised, Cr, 
ivo, 3J. 6d. net. 

Pakes (W. C. C). THE SCIENCE OF 
HYGIENE. Illustrated. Second and 
Cheaper Edition. Revised by A. T. 
Nankivell. Cr. ivo. 5s, net. 

Parker (Eric). THE BOOK OF THE 
ZOO. Illustrated. Second Edition. Cr. 
e^'O, 6s. 

Pears (Sir Edwin). TURKEY AND ITS 
PEOPLE. Second Edition. Demy ivo. 
125. 6d, net. 



Petrie (W. M. Flinders). A HISTORY 

OF EGYPT. Illustrated. In Six Volumes. 

Cr. ivo, 6s, each. 
Vol. I. From the 1st to the XVIth 

Dynasty. Seventh Edition. 
Vol. II. The XVIIth and XVIIItk 

Dynasties. Fourth Edition. 
Vol. III. XIXth to XXXth Dynasties. 
Vol. IV. EtiVPT under the Ptolemaic 

Dynasty. J. P. Mahaffy. 
Vol. V. Egypt under Roman Rule. J. G. 

Milne. 
Vol. VI. Egypt in the Middle Ages. 

Stanley Lane-Poole. 
RELIGION AND CONSCIENCE IN 

ANCIENT EGYPT. Illustrated. Cr. ivo. 

2.1. 6d. 
SYRIA AND EGYPT, FROM THE TELL 

EL AMARNA LETTERS. Cr, ivo. 

2S. 6d. 
EGYPTIAN TALES. Translated from the 

Papyri. First Series, ivth to xiith Dynasty. 

Illustrated. Second Edition. Cr. ivo. 

y. 6d. 
EGYPTIAN TALES. Translated from the 

Papyri. Second Series, xviilth to xixth 

Dynasty. Illustrated. Cr. ^o. 3J. 6d. 
EGYPTIAN DECORATIVE ART. Illus- 
trated. Cr. ivo. 31. 6d. 

Phelps (Ruth S.). SKIES ITALIAN : A 
Little Breyiary for Travellers in 
Italy. Fcap. ivo. Leather, 5J. net. 

Pollard (Alfred W.). SHAKESPEARE 
FOLIOS AND QUARTOS. A Study in 
the Bibliography of Shakespeare's Plays, 
1594-1685. Illustrated. Folio. 2ts. net. 

Porter (G. R.). THE PROGRESS OF 
THE NATION. A New Edition. Edited 
by F. W. Hirst. Demy ivo. 2ix. net. 

Power (J. O'Connor). THE MAKING OF 
AN ORATOR. Cr, ivo, 6s, 

Price (Eleanor C). CARDINAL DE 
RICHELIEU. Illustrated. Second Edition. 
Demy ivo. 10s. 6d. net. 

Price (L. L.). A SHORT HISTORY OF 
POLITICAL ECONOMY IN ENGLAND 
FROM ADAM SMITH TO ARNOLD 
TOYNBEE. Seventh Edition. Cr, ivo, 
IS. 6d, 

Pycratt (W. P.). A HISTORY OF BIRDS. 
Illustrated. Demy ivo. los. 6d. net. 

Rawllngs (Gertrude B.). COINS AND 
HOW lO KNOW THEM. Illustrated. 
Third Edition. Cr. ivo. 6s. 

Regan (C. Tate). THE FRESHWATER 
FISHES OF THE BRITISH ISLES. 
■ Illustrated. Cr. ivo. 6s. 

Reid (Archdall). THE LAWS OF HERE- 
DITY. Second Edition. Detny ivo, 21X. 

net. 
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Robertson iC. Gpant). SELECT STAT- 
UTES, CASES, AND DOCUMENTS, 
i66o-i8g4. Demy %vo. xos. td lut. 

ENGLAND UNDER THE HAMOVER- 
LANS. Illostiated. Second Ediiunu Demy 
t'jo, xos. 6i ttet. 

Roe Fred'. OLD OAK FURNITURE. 
lUuscrated. Second Edition. Demy lue. 
los, 6a. net. 

•Ryan ;P. F. W.). STUART LIFE AND 
MANNERS: A Social History. lUns- 
tra'.ed. DemySwf. iox.6d.net. 

St Francis of Assisi. THE LITTLE 
FLOWERS OF THE GLORIOUS 
Xi£SSER, AND OF HIS FRLARS. 
Done into English, wiih Notes by William 
Hevwood. Illustrated. Demy %vo. 51. net. 

•Saki' (H. H. Hunro). REGINALD. 

Third Edition. Fiap. Zvo. 2j. 6d. net. 
REGINALD IN RUSSIA. Ecaf. ivn. 

as. 6d. net. 

Sandeman (C. A. O METTERNICH. 

Illustrated. Demy &vo. 10s. 6d. net. 

SehidFOWitz (Phlllpl. RUBBER, nias- 
trated. Detny Zvo. los. Cd. net. 

Selons (Edmand). TOMMY SMITH'S 

ANIMALS. lUnstrated. Elc-jcn!h Edi- 
tion. Fcap. iivo. 2j. 6al 

TOMMry S.MITH'S OTHER ANIMALS. 
Illustrated. Fifth Edition. Fcap. Stw. 
2X. td, 

JACK'S INSECTS. lUustrated. Cr. Zvo. fir. 

Shakespeare William). 

THE FOUR FOLIOS, 1623; 1632; 1664; 
16S5. Each j^4 4J. nett or a complete set, 
;£l2 I2J. net, 

THE POEMS OF WTLLIAM SHAKE- 
SPEARE. With an Introduction and Notes 
by George Wysdham. Demy 8vo. Buck- 
ram, los. td. 

mielley (Perey Bysshe). THE POEMS 
OF PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY, 'nuh 
an Introduction by A. Clutton-Brock and 
notes by C. D. LocoCK. T-wo Volumes. 
Demy Epo. sij. net. 

Sladen [BouglasV SICILY: The New 
Winter Resort. Illustrated. Second Edition. 

Cr, £z't7. 55. net. 

Smith (Adam). THE WEALTH OF 
NATIONS. Edited by Edwin Caknak. 
Two Volumes. Demy 8jw. aij. net. 

Smith (G. Herbert). GEM-STONES 
AND THEIR DISTINCTIVE CHARAC- 
TERS. Illustrated. Cr. Smi. 6s. net. 

Snell iF. J.!. A BOOK OF EXMOOJi. 

Illustrated, d-. Zvc. 6s. 
THE CUSTOMS OF OLD ENGLAND. 
Illustrated- Cr. Svo. 6s. 



• SUneliffe.' GOLF DO'S AND DONT'S. 
Fourth Edition. Fcap. Zoo. zs. net. 

Stevenson (E. L.). THE LETTERS OF 
ROBERT L' jUIS STEVENSON. Edited 
by Sir SlD.s'EV CoLVlN. A New and En- 
larged Edition in Jour volumes. Third 
Edition. Fcap. 8vo. Each sr. Leather, 
each 5r. net. 

Stevenson (M. I.). FROM SARANAC 
TO THE MARQUESAS AND BEYOND. 
Being Letters written by ilrs. M. I. Stevex- 
fON daring 1887-88. Illustrated. Cr. Svo. 
6s. net. 

LETTERS FROM SAMOA, 1891-95. Edited 
and arranged by M. C. Balfour. Illus- 
trated. Second Edition. Cr. Zz'o. 6s. net. 

Storr (Vernon F). DEVELOPMENT 
AND DIVINE PURPOSE. Cr. Zvo. 51. 
r.et. 

Streatfeild (R. A.). MODERN MUSIC 
AND MUSICIANS. lUnstrated. Second 
Edition. Deiny %vo. js. 6d net. 

Swanton (E. W.\ FUNGI AND HOW 
TO KNOW THEM. lUustrated. Cr. Sot. 
6s. mt. 

Symes {J E.). THE FRENCH REVO- 
LUTION. Second Edition, Cr.Zvo. as. 6d. 

Tabor (Hargaret E.). THE S.AINTS IN 
ART. Illusnated. Fcap. 8vo. 31. 6J. net. 

Taylor (A. E). ELEMENTS OF META- 
PHYSICS. Second Edition. Demy Soo. 
ics. 6d net. 

Taylor 'Mrs. Basil) Harriet Osgood). 
JAPANESE GARDENS. lUustrated. 
Cr, 4/€». arr. net. 

Thibaudean (A. C). BON.APARTE AND 
THE CONSULATE. Translated and 
Edited by G. K. Fortescdk, lUustrated. 
Detny %BO. lor. 6d, net, 

Thomas (Edward). MAURICE MAE- 
TERLINi_K. lUustrated- Second Edition. 
Cr, ivo. 5r. net. 

Thompson (Francis). SELECTED 
POEMS OF FRANCIS THOMPSON. 
With a Bic^raphical Note by Wilfrid 
ME\'?fELL. With a Portrait in Fbotogravnre. 
Sezenth Edition. Fcap. Svo. 5r. net. 

Tileston (Mary W.). DAILY STRENGTH 
FOR D.AILY NEEDS. Nineteenth Edi- 
tion. Medium z6mo. as. 6d. net. I^amb. 
skin jr. 6d. net. Also an edition in superior 
binding, fir. 

THE STRONGHOLD OF HOPE. 
Medium i6mo. as. 6d. net. 

Toynbee IPagot). DANTE ALIGHIERl 
His Life and Works. With 16 lUustra- 
tior.s. Fourth and Enlarged EaitioH. Cr, 
8vo. ^s, net. 
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Trevelyan (C M.). ENGLAND UNDER 

THE SiUARTS. "With Maps and Plans. 
Fifth Edition. Demy Zvo. loj. td. net. 

Trlggs (H. Inigo). TOWN PLANNING : 
Past, Present, and Possible. Illustra- 
ted. Second Edition. Wide Royal Bvo. 
15s. net. 

•Turner (Sir Alfred E.)- SIXTY YEARS 
OF A SOLDlER't) LIFE. Deviy %vo, 
12 J. fid. net. 

Underbill (Evelyn). MYSTICISM. A 
Study in the Nature and Development of 
Man s Spiritual Consciousness. Fourth 
Edition. Demy Svo. z^s. net. 

•Underwood (F. M.). UNITED ITALY. 
Demy Svo. lof. 6d, net. 

Urwlck (E. J.). A PHILOSOPHY OF 
SOCIAL PROGRESS. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

Vaughan (Herbert M.). THE NAPLES 

RIVIERA. Illustrated. Second Edition. 

Cr. Zvo. 6s. 
FLORENCE AND HER TREASURES. 

Illustrated. Fcap, Svo. Jiound cortters. 

5s. net. 

Vernon {Hon. W. Warren). READINGS 
ON THE INFERNO OF DANTE. With 
an Introduction by the Rev. Dr. Moore. 
Two Volumes. Second Edition. Cr. Zvo. 
\%s. net, 

READINGS ON THE PURGATORIO 
OF DANTE. With an Iniroduction by 
the late Dean Church. Two Volumes. 
Third Edition. Cr. Zvo. 15s. net. 

READINGS ON THE PARADISO OF 
DAiNTE. With an Introduction by the 
Bishop of Ripon. Two Volumes. Second 
Edition. Cr. Zvo. 15s. net. 

Wade (G. W.), and Wade (J. H.). 
RAMBLES IN SOMERSET. Illustrated. 
Cr. Zvo. 6j. 

Waddell (L. A.). LHASA AND ITS 
MYSTERIES. With a Record of the Ex- 
pedition of 1903-1904. Illustrated. Third 
and Cheaper Edition, Medium Zvo. -js. 6d. 
net. 

Wagner (Richard). RICHARD WAG- 
NER'S MUSIC DRAMAS: Interpreta- 
tions, embodying Wagner's own explana- 
tions. By Alice Leighton Cleather 
and Basil Crump. Fcap. Zvo. 2j. 6d. each. 
The Ring of the Nibelung. 

Fifth Edition. 
Parsifal, Lohengrin, and the Holy 

Grail. 
Tristan and Isolde. 
Tannhauser and thb Mastersingers 
OF Nuremberg. 



Waterhouse (Elizabeth). WITH THE 

SIMPLE-HEARTED: Little Homilies to 
Women in Country Places. Third Edition. 
Sjnall Pott Zvo. 2.t. Wf ^. 

THE HOUSE BY THE CHERRY TREE. 
A Second Series of Little Hon'iiies to 
Women in Country Places. Small Pott Zvo. 
2S. net. 

COMPANIONS OF THE WAY. Being 
Selections for Morning and Evening Read- 
ing. Chosen and arranged by Elizabeth 
Waterhouse. Large Cr. Zvo. 5J. net. 

THOUGHTS OF A TERTIARY. Small 
Pott Zvo. xs. net. 

Waters (W. G.). ITALIAN SCULPTORS 
AND SMITHS. Illustrated. Cr. Zvo, 
js. 6d. net. 

Watt (Francis). EDINBURGH AND 
THE LOTHIANS. Illustrated. Second 
Edition. Cr. Zvo. loj. 6d. net, 

•Wedmore (Sir Frederick). MEMO- 
RIES. Demy Zvo. js. 6d. net. 

Weigall (Arthur E. P.)- A GUIDE TO 
THE ANTIQUITIES OF UPPER 
EGYPT: From Abydos to the Sudan 
Frontier. Illustrated. Cr. Zvo. -js. 6d. net. 

Welch (Catharine). THE LITTLE 
DAUPHIN. Illustrated. Cr, Zvo. 6s. 

Wells (J.). OXFORD AND OXFORD 

LIFE. Third Edition. Cr. Zvo. -xs. 6d. 

A SHORT HISTORY OF ROME. Eleventh 

Edition, With 3 Maps. Cr. Zvo. 3J. 6d. 

Wilde (Oscar). THE WORKS OF OSCAR 
WILDE. In Twelve Volumes. Fcap. Zvo. 
5J. net each volume. 

I. Lord Arthur Savii.e's Crime and 
the Portba.it of Mr W. H. 11. The 
Duchess of Padua. hi. Poems. iv. 
Lady Windermere's Fan. v. A Woman 
OF No Importance, vi. An Ideal Hus- 
band, vn. The Importance of being 
Earnest. viii. A House of Pome- 
granates. IX. Intentions, x. De Pro- 
fundis and Prison Letters, xi. Essays. 
XII. Salom6, A Florentine Tragedy, 
and La Sainte Courtisane. 

Williams (H. Noel). THE WOMEN 

BONAPARTES. The Mother and three 
Sisters of Napoleon. Illustrated. Two 
Volumes. Demy Zvo. 24J. net. 

A ROSE OF SAVOY : Marie Adelaide of 
Savoy, Duchessede Bourgogne, Mother 
OF Louis XV. Illustrated. Secojid 
Edition. Demy Zvo. 155. net. 

THE FASCINATING DUC DE RICHE- 
LIEU : Louis Francois Armand du 
Plessis (1696-1788). Illustrated. Demy Zvo. 
I5f. net. 

A PRINCESS OF ADVENTURE : Marie 
Caroline, Duchesse dk Bkrry (1798- 
1870). Illustrated. Demy Zvo, 15J. net. 
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Wood (Sir Evelyn)- FROM MIDSHIP- 
MAN TO FIELD-MARSHAU IHus- 
uated- Fiftk Editunu Deyny Izo. -,5. bd. 
net. Also Faip, %vo. is. mt. 

THE REVOLT IN HINDUSTAN (1857-59). 
Illustrated. Second Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

Wood (W. Birkbeek), and Edmocds 
(Col. J. E.). A HISTORY OF THB 
CIVIL WAR IX THE UXITED 
STATES {i8«i-s). With an Introduction 
tv Spensek Wilkinson- With 24 Maps 
lid Plans. Tliird Edition. Dtntj ivo. 
lax. bd. rut. 



Wordsworth (W.). THE POEMS. With 

aa IiUTodaction and Notes by Now^l 
C Smith. In. Three Volumes. Demy ^vo. 
z^r. net. 

Yeats fW, B.l. A BOOK OF IRISH 
VERSEL Third Edition. Cr. 8w. 3s. 6d. 



Part 1 1. — A Selection of Series. 



Ancient Cities. 

General Editor, B. C. A. WINDLE. 

Cr. Szfff. 4s. 6d. net eack volume. 

With Illustrations by E. H- New, and other Artists. 



Bbistou Alfred Harvey. 
Can-terbcry. J. C Cox. 
Chester. B. C- A. Windlc. 
D;;bl.ui. S. a. O' Ficzpatrick. 



Edinburgh. M. G- WiUiaiiison. 
Lincoln. E. Mansel Symps^u. 
SHaKWSBiTRT. T. Aud«i. 
Wells and GLASTONBJRr. T. S. Holme 



The Antiquary's Books. 

; General Editor, J. CHARLES COX 

Demy %vo. "js. 6d. Mi each volume* 

With Numerous II lustrations. 



Arck.f-oloqt ahd Falsb Antiquities. 

R. Mnnrti. 
EzLLs OF England, Thb- Canon J. J. J^tcd. 

Second Edition. 
Brasses or Ekguutd, Thb. Herbert W. 

Macftlin. Second Edition. 
Celtic Art in Pagan and Christian 

Times. J. ROTOiUy Allen. Second Ediiion. 
Castles .and Walled Towns of England, 

The. a. Haxvey, 
Domesdat Inquest, The. Ad«lphns Ballard. 
English Church Fdknittke. J. C. Cox 

and A. Harvey. Second Edition. 
English Costuhs. From Prehistoric Times 

to the End of die Eixhteentli Century. 

George Clinch. 
English Monastic Life. Abbot Gasquet. 

Fcurth Edition. 
English Seals. J. Harvey Blown. 

FOLK-LORB AS an HISTORICAL SctKNCE. 

Sir G. L. GtKnme. 
Gilds and Companies or London, The. 
George Uawin. 



Manor and Manorial Records, The 
Nathaniel J- Hone- S^ond Edition. 

Medlwal Hospitals o? Encland, Tke- 
Rotha Mary Clay. 

Old English Instruments or Music 
F. W. GaJpin. Second Edition. 

Old English Libraries. James Hntt. 

Old Service Books or the English 
Chcrch. Christopher Wordsworth, and 
Henty Uttlehales. Second Edition. 

Parish Life in Medieval England- 
Abbot Gasqnet. Third Edition. 

Parish Registers of England, Thb. 
J.C.C01. 

Remains or the Prehistoric A<» in 
Emglanb. B. C. a Mlndle. Sxond 
Edition. 

RaMAN Era in Britain, The.- J. Ward. 

Romano-British Buildings and Earth- 
works. J. Ward. 

RoTAL Forests of ^igland. The. J. C 
■ Cox. 

Shrikes or British Saints. J. C WalL 
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The Arden Shakespeare. 

Demy %vo. 2s. 6d. ne£ each volume. 

An edition of Shakespeare in single Plays ; each edited with a full Introduction, 
Textual Notes, and a Commentary at the foot of the page. 



All's Well That Ends Well. 

Antony and Cleopatra. 

Cymbeline. 

Comedy of Erroks, Thb. 

Hamlet. Third Edition. 

Julius Caesar. 

•King Henry iv. Pt. 1. 

King Henry v. 

King Henry vi. Pt. i. 

Kjng Henry vi. Pt. 11. 

King Henhv vi. Pt. hi. 

King Lbar. 

*KiNG Richard ii. 

King Richard hi. 

Life and Death of King John, The. 

Love's Labour's Lost. 

Macbeth. 



Measure for Measure. 

Merchant of Venice, The. 

Merry Wives of Windsor, The, 

Midsummer Night's Dream, A. 

Othello. 

Pericles. 

Romeo and Juliet. 

Taming of the Shrew, The. 

Tempest, The. 

Timon of Athens. 

Titus Andronicus. 

Troilus and Cressida. 

Two Gentlemen of Verona, The 

Twelfth Night. 

Venus and Adonis. 

•Winter's Tale, The. 



Classics of Art. 

Edited by Dr. J. H. W. LAING. 

With numerous Illustrations. Wide Royal %vo. 



The Art of the Greeks. H. B. Walters. 
J2.S. 6d. net. 

The Art of the Romans. H. B. Walters. 
15J. net. 

Chardin. H. E. a. Furst. 12J. 6d. net. 

DoNATELLO. Maud Cruttwell. 15J. net. 

Florentine Sculptors of the Renais- 
sance. Wilhelm Bode. Translated by 
Jessie Haynes. 12J. dd. net, 

George Romney. Arthur B. Chamberlain. 
I2J". 6d. net. 

Ghiklandaio. Gerald S. Davies. Second 
Kdition. lOJ. td. 



Michelangelo. Gerald S. Davies. laj. hd. 

net. 
Rubens. Edward Dillon, 25^. net. 
Raphael. A. P. Opps. 125. td. net. 
Rembrandt's Etchings. A, M. Hind. 
• Sir Thomas Lawrence. Sir Walter 

Armstrong, au. net. 
Titian. Charles Ricketts. 15J. net. 
Tintoretto. Evelyn March Phillipps. 151. 

net. 
Turner's Sketches and Drawings. A. J. 

FiNBERG. I2J. tid. net. Seco7td Editiott. 
VELAzyuEZ. A. de Beruete. loj. td. net. 



The "Complete" Series. 



Fully Illustrated. 

The Complete Billiard Player. Charles 

Roberts. lar. (id. net. 
Thh; Complete Cook. Lilian Whitling. 

7^. 6d. net. 
The Complete Cricketer. Albert E. 

Knight, ^s. td. net. Second Edition. 
The Complete Foxhunter, Charles Rich- 
ardson. 12J. 6d. net. Second Edition- 
The Complete Golfer. Harry Vardon. 

iQS. 6d. net. Twelfth Edition, 
The Complete Hockey-Plaver. Eustace 

E. White. 5*. net. Second Edition. 
The Complete Lawn Tennis Player. 

A. Wallis Myers, ioj. 6d. net. Third 

Edition, Revised. 
The Complete Motorist. Filson Young. 

1 3 J. 6d. net. New Edition (Seventh'). 



Demy Svo, 

The Complete Mountaineer. G. D. 

Abraham. 15J. net. Second Edition. 
The Complete Oarsman. R. C. Lehmann. 

loj. 6</. net. 
The Complete Photographer. R. Child 

Bayley. tos, 6d. net. Fourth Edition. 
The Complete Rugby Footballer, on the 

New Zealand System. D. Gallaher and 

W. J. Stead. lOJ. 6d, net. Secmid Edition, 
The Complete Shot. G. T. Teasdale- 

BuckclL 12J-. td. ftet. Third Edition. 

The Complete Swimmer- F. Sachs, -js, 6d. 

net. 
•The Complete Yachtsman. B. Heckstall- 

Smithand K. du Boulay. 15^-. net. 
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Methuen and Company Limited 



The Gonnoissenr's Library. 

IVi^A numfrous Jllusirations. Wide Royal %vo, 25J. net aseh volume. 



Ehclish FuRNiTurs. F. S. Robinson, 
Ekgush Coloukeo Books. Martin Hardie. 
Etchings. Sir F. Wedmore. Second Edition. 
EusopEAH Ehauels. Henry H. CunyDg- 

tuune. 
Glass. Edirard DiUon. 
Goldsmiths' and Silvekshith^ Work. 

Nelson Dawson. Second Edition. 
Illdminatbd Mandsckuts. J. A. Herbert. 

Second Edition. 



Ivories. Alfred KlaskelL 
Jewellsky. H. Clifibrd Smith. 

Edition. 
Mezzotints. Cyril Davenport. 
Miniatures. Dudley Heath. 
Porcelain. Edward DiHon. 
•Fine Books. A. W. PoJIard- 
Seals. Walter de Gray Birch. 
Wood Sculftusb. Alfred MaskeO. 

Edition, 



Second 



Steond 



Handbooks of Englisb Ghorch History. 

Edited by J. H, BURN. Crown Svo, 2s. 6d. net each volume. 



Tke Foundations of the English Cbitrch. 
J. H. Maude. 

The Saxon Church and the Norman Con- 
quest. C. T. CnutwelL 

The Medi>cval Church and the Pafact. 
A. C. Jennings. 



The Reforuatioh Period. Henry Gee. 

The Struggle with Puxitahism. Bmcc 
Blaxland. 

The Church op Ehglahd in the Eigh- 
teenth Centurt. Alfned Plumnier, 



Handbooks of Theology. 



The Doctrine of the Incarnation. R. L. 
OHlcy. Fifth Edition, Revised. Demy 
BVO. 13S. td. 

A History of Early Christian Doctrine. 

J. F. Bethune- Baker. Demy 9vo. itu. 6d. 
An Introduction to the Histokt of 

Religion. F. B. Jctoos. Et/iA Edition. 

Demy %vo. xof. td. 



An Introduction to the Histoet of tem 
Creeds. A. E. Bum. Demy Svo. tot. 6d. 

The Philosophy of Religion in England 
and America. Alfred Caldecott. Dewtyiv0. 
JOS. 6d. 

The XXXIX Articles of the Church of 
England. Edited by E. C S. Gibs(», 
Seventh Edition, Demy 8p». zax. 6d, 



The " Home Life " Series. 

Illustraied, Demy Svo. 6s, to lOs. 6d. net, 
Katberine G. 
Miss Becham. 



HoHE Life in America. 

Bosbey. Second Editum* 
Home Life in France. 

Edw^ds. Fifth Edition. 
Home Life in Germany. Mrs. A. Sidswick. 

Second Edition. 
Home Life in Holuucb. D. S. Meldrain. 

Second Edition, 



Home Life in Italy. Lina Duff Gordoa^ 
Second Edition. 



Home Life in Norway. H. K. Daoieb. 

Home Life in Russia. Dr. A- S. Rappoport. 

Home Life ih Sfaiw. S. L^ Bensiuu. 
Second Edition, 
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The Illustrated Pocket Library of Plain and Coloured Books. 

Fcap. %vo. 3J. 6i/. net each volume. 

WITH COLOURED ILLUSTRATIONS. 

The Dance of Life: A Poem. The Author 
of *Dr. Syntax.' 

Life in London. Pierce Egan. 

Real Life in London. An Amateur (Pierce 
Egan). Two Volumes. 

The Life of an Actor. Pierce Egan. 

The Vicar op Wakefield. Oliver Gold- 
smith. 

The Military Adventures of Johnny 
Newcome. An Officer. 

The National Sports of Great Britain. 
With Descriptions and 50 Coloured Plates by 
Henry Aiken. 



Old Coloured Books. George Fasten, aj. 
net. 

The Life and Death of John Mytton, 

Esq. Nimrod. Fifth Edition. 
The Life of a Sportsman. Nimrod. 
Handley Cross. R. S. Surtees. Fourth 

Edition, 

Mr. Sponge's Sporting Tour. 
Surtees. Second Edition. 



R. S. 
R. S. 



JORROCKs's Jaunts and Jollities. 

Surtees. Third Edition. 
Ask Mamma. R. S. Surtees. 

The Analysis of the Hl'nting Field. 

R, S. Surtees. 
The Tour of Dr. Syntax in Search of 

THE Picturesque. William Combe. 

The Tour of Dr. Syntax in Search of 
Consolation. William Combe. 

The Third Tour of Dr. Syntax in Search 
OF A Wife. William Combe. 

The History op Johnny Quae Genus. 

The Author of ' The Three Tours.' 
The English Dance of Death, from the 

Designs of T. Rowlandson, with Metrical 

Illustrations by the Author of 'Doctor 

Syntax.' Two Volumes. 



of a Post Captain. 



The Adventures 
A Naval Officer. 

Gamonia. Lawrence Rawstorne. 

An Academy for Grown Horsembn. 
Geoffrey Gambado. 

Real Life in Ireland. A Real Paddy. 

The Adventures of Johnny Newcome in 

the Navy. Alfred Burton. 
The Old English Squire. John Careless. 
The English Spy. Bernard Blackmantle. 

Two Volnnies. ys. net. 



WITH PLAIN ILLUSTRATIONS. 



The Grave : A Poem, Robert Blair. 

Illustrations of the Book of Job. In- 
vented and engraved by William hUi-ti. 

Windsor Castle. W. Harrison Ainswcrth. 

The Tower of London. W. Harrison 
Ainsworth. 



Frank Fairlegh. F. E. Smedley." 

The Compleat Angler. Izaak Walton and 
Charles Cotton. 

The Pickwick Pai-ers. Charles Dickens. 



Leaders of Religion. 

Edited by H. C. BEECHING. Wii/i Portraits. 



Crown Zvo. 
Cardinal Newman. R. H. Hutton. 
John Wesley. J. H. Overton. 
Bishop Wilberforce, G. W. Daniell. 
Cardinal Manning. A. W. Hutton. 
Charles Simeon. H. C. G. Moule. 
John Knox. F. MacCunn. Second Edition. 
John Howe. R. F. Horton. 
Thomas Ken. F. A. Clarke. 
George Fox,_ the Quaker. T. Hodgkin. 

Third Edition. 
John Keble. Walter Lock. 



Mrs. Oliphant. Second 
. R. L. Ottley. Secofid 



2s. net each volume. 

Thomas Chalmers. 
Edition. 

Lancelot Andrewes. 
Edition, 

Augustine of Canterbury. E. L. Cutts. 
William Laud. W. H. Hutton. Third Ed, 
John Donne. Augustus Jessop. 
Thomas Cranmer, A. J. Mason. 
Latimer. R. M. Carlyle and A. J. Carlyle. 
Bishop Butler. W. A. Spooncr. 



i6 



Methuen and Company Limited 



The Library of Devotion. 

With In trod actions and (where necessary) Notes. 
Small Fott Siw, cloth^ 2s. ; leeUkerj 2s. 6el. net each volume, 
St. AaGcsTiKK. 



Thb Cokfessioks 
Seventh Edition. 

The Imitation of Christ. Si:ctk Edition. 

The Cheistiak Year. Fifth Edition. 

Lyka Inkocentium. Third Edition. 

The Temple. Second Edition. 

A Book of De\'Otions. Second Edition. 

A Seriocs Call to a Devout and Holy 
Life- Eourth Edition. 

A Gcips to Eternity. 

The Inkbr Way. Second Edition. 

On the Love of God 

The Psalms of David. 

Lyra Apostolica- 

The Song of Songs. 

The Thoughts of Pascal. Second Edition. 

A Mani'al of Consolation feom the 
Saints and Fathers. 

Devotions from the ApocRYFaA. 

The Spieitcal Combat. 

The Devotioks of St. Ansklm. 



Bishop Wilson's Sacr.\ Puvata. 

Grace Abocndikg to thb Chief of Sin- 
ners. 

Book of Sacred Verse. 



Lyra Sacra : A 
Second Edition. 



FRou THE Saints 



A Day Book 

Fathers. 
A Little Book of Heavenly Wisdom. A 

Selecdon from tlie English Mystics- 

A Selecuoa frooL 



Light, Life, and Love. 
the Genaan Mystics. 

An Introduction to the 



Devodt 



Life. 

The Little Flowers of the Gunuous 

Messer St. Francis and of his Friars. 
Death and Ihvortality. 
The Spiritual Guide. Second Edition. 

Devotions for Every Day in the W^k 

and the Great Festivals. 
Preces Privatak. 

HoRAE Mysticak : A Day Book from the 
Writings c^ Mystics of Many Nations 



Little Books on Art. 

IVith many Ulusiratums. Demy l^mo. 2s. 6d. net each voltmie. 

Each Tolome consists of about 200 pages, and contains from 30 to 40 Illustrations, 
including a Frontispiece in Photogravure. 



Albrecht D(JRraL L. J. AUeo. 

Arts of Japan, The. E. Daioa. Third 

Edition. 
Bookplates. £■ Almadc. 
Botticelli. Mary L. Bonnor. 
Burne- Jones. F. de Usle. 
Cellinl R. H. H. Cust- 
Christian Symbolism. Mrs. H. Jeon^. 
Chsist in Art. Mrs. H. Jcnner. 
Claude:. E. DIUon. 
Constable. H. W. Tompkins. Secortd 

Edition. 
Cq^ot. a. Pollard and E. Blmstingl. 
Enasiels. Mrs. X. Dawson. Second Edition, 
Frederic Leightoh. A. CcMkran. 
George Romney. G. Pastoo. 
Greek Art. H- B.Walters. Fourth Edition. 
GpErzE and Boucher. E. F. Pollard. 



Holbein. Mrs. G. Fortescne. 

Illuminated AL^nuscripts. J. W. Bradley, 

Jewellery. C Davenport. 

JoHM Hoppneb. H. P. K. Skipton. 

Sir Joshua Reynolds. J. Stme. Second 

Edition. 
Millet. X. Peacodc 
Miniatures. C. Davoiport. 
Our Lady ik Art. His. H. Jennec 
Raphael. A. R. Dry hurst. 
Rembrandt. Mrs. £. A. Sharp. 
•Rodin. Muriel Ciolkowska. 
Turner. F. TyireU-GilL 
Vandyck. M. G. Smallwood. 

Velazquez. W. WUbexforcc and A- R. 

Gilbert. 
Watts. R. E. D. Sketchley. Second Edition. 
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The Little Galleries. 

Demy i6mo. 2s. 6d. net each volume. 

Each volume contains 20 plates in Photogravure, together with a short outline oi 
the life and work of the master to whom the book is devoted. 



A Little Gallery of Reynolds. 
A Little Gallery of Romney. 
A Little Galutrv of Hqppner, 



A Little Gallery op Millais. 

A Little Gallery of English Poets. 



The Little Guides. 

With many Illustrations by E. H, New and other artists, and from photographs. 

Small Pott %vo, cloChy zs. dd. net; leather, 3^-. dd. net, each volume. 

The main features of these Giiides are (l) a handy and charming form; (2) illus- 
trations from photographs and by well-known artists ; (3) good plans and maps ; (4) 
an adequate but compact presentation of everything that is interesting in the 
natural features, history, archaeology, and architecture of tbe town or district treated. 



Cambridge and its Colleges. A. H. 
Thompson. Third Edition^ Revised. 

Channel Islands, The. E. E. Bicknell. 

English Lakes, The. F. G. Brabant. 

Isle of Wight, The. G. Clinch. 

London. G. Clinch. 

Malvern Country, The. B. C A. Windle. 

North Wales. A. T. Story. 

Oxford and its Colleges. J. Wells. 
Ninth Edition. 

Shakespeare's Country. B. C. A. Windle. 
Fourth Edition. 

St. Paul's Cathedral. G. Clinch. 
Westminster Abbey. G. E. Troutbeck. 
Second Edition. 



Berkshire. F. G. Brabant. 
Buckinghamshire. E. S. Roscoe. 
Cheshire. W. M. Gallichan. 
Cornwalu a. L. Salmon. 
Derbyshire. J. C. Cox. 
Devon. S. Baring- Gould. Second Edition. 
Dorset. F. R. Heath. Second Edition. 
Essex. J. C. Cox. 
Hampshire. J. C. Cox. 
Hertfordshire. H. W. Tompkins. 
Kent. G. Clinch. 
Kkrky. C. p. Crane. 



Leicestershire and Rutland. A. Har\-ey 

and V. B. Ciowthcr-Beynon. 
Middlesex. J. B. Firth. 

Monmouthshire. G. W. Wade and J. H, 
Wade. 



W. A. Dutt. Second Edition, 



Norfolk. 
Revised. 

Northamptonshire. W. Dry. Second Ed. 
Northumberland. J. E. Morris. 
Nottinghamshire. L. Guilford. 
Oxfordshire. F. G. Brabant. 
Shropshire. J, E. Auden. 
Somerset. G. W. and J. H. Wade. Second 

Edition. 
Staffordshire. C. Masefield. 
Suffolk. W. A. Dutt. 
Surrey. J. C. Cox. 

Sussex. F. G. Brabant. Third Edition. 
Wiltshire. F. R. Heath. 

Yorkshire, The East Riding. 
Morris. 

Yorkshire, The North Ridin( 

Morris. 
Yorkshire, The West Riding. _,, „. 

Morris. Cloth, 3J. ^d. net ; leather, 4s. id. 

net. 



E. 



J- 

J. E. 
J. E. 



Brittany, S. Baring-Gould. 
Normandy. C. Scudamore. 
Rome. C. G. Ellaby. 
Sicily. F. H. Jackson. 
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The Little Library. 

With Introductions, Notes, and Photogravure Frontispieoes, 
Small Pott Svo. Each Volume, cloth, ix. f>d. net. 



Anon. A LITTLE BOOK OF ENGLISH 
LYRICS. Second Edition. 

Austen (Jane). PRIDE AND PREJU- 
DICE. Two Volumes. 
NORTHANGER ABBEY. 

Bacon (Francis). THE ESSAYS OF 
LORD BACON. 

Barham (R. H.). THE INGOLDSBY 
LEGENDS. Two Volumes. 

Barnett (Annie). A LITTLE BOOK OF 
ENGLISH PROSE. 

Beekford (William). THE HISTORY 
OF THE CALIPH VATHEK. 

Blake (William). SELECTIONS FROM 
THE WORKS OF WILLIAM BLAKE. 

Borrow (George). LAVENGRO. Two 

Volumes. 
THE ROMANY RYE. 

Browning (Robert). SELECTIONS 
FROM THE EARLY POEMS OF 
ROBERT BROWNING. 

Canning (George). SELECTIONS FROM 
THE ANTI-JACOBIN : with some later 
Poems by George Canning. 

Cowley (Abraham). THE ESSAYS OF 
ABRAHAM COWLEY. 

Crabbe (George). SELECTIONS FROM 
THE POEMS OF GEORGE CRABBE. 

Craik (Mrs.). JOHN HALIFAX, 
GENTLEMAN. Two Volumes. 

Crashaw (Richard). THE ENGLISH 
POEMS OF RICHARD CRASHAW. 

Dante Alighieri. THE INFERNO OF 
DANTE. Translated by H. F. Caey. 

THE PURGATORIO OF DANTE. Trans- 
lated by H. F. Carv. 

THE PARADISO OF DANTE. Trans- 
lated by H. F. Caey. 

Darley (George). SELECTIONS FROM 
THE POEMS OF GEORGE DARLKY. 

Deane (A. C). A LITTLE BOOK OF 
LIGHT VERSE. 

Dickens(Charles). CHRISTMAS BOOKS. 

Two Voluiltes. 



FepTiep (Susan). 

Volumes. 
THE INHERITANCE. 

Gaskell (Mrs.). 



MARRIAGE. Two 

Two Volumes. 

CRANFORD. SecondEd. 

Hawthorne (Nathaniel). THE SCARLET 
LETTER. 

Henderson (T. F.). A LITTLE BOOK 

OF scoirrisH verse. 

Kinelake (A. W.). EOTHEN. Second 
Edition. 

Lamb (Charles). ELIA, AND THE LAST 
ESSAYS OF ELLA. 

Locker (F.). LONDON LYRICS. 

Marvell (Andrew). THE POEMS OF 
ANDREW MARVELL. 

Milton (John). THE MINOR POEMS OF 
JOHN MILTON. 

Moir (D. M.). MANSIE WAUCH. 

Nichols (Bowyer). A LITTLE BOOK 
OF ENGLISH SONNETS. 



Smith (Horace and James). 
ADDRESSES. 



REJECTED 



Sterne (Laurence). A SENTIMENTAL 
JOURNEY. 

Tennyson (Alfred, Lord). THE EARLY 
POEMS OF ALFRED, LORD TENNY- 
SON. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

THE PRINCESS. 

MAUD. 

Thackeray (W. M.). VANITY FAIR. 

Three Volumes, 
PKNDENNIS. Three Volumes. 
HENRY ESMOND. 
CHRISTMAS BOOKS. 

Vaughan (Henry). THE POEMS OF 
HEMRY VAUGHAN. 

Waterhouse (Elizabeth). A LITTLE 
BOOK OF LIFE AND DEATH. 
Thirteenth Edition. 

Wordsworth (W.). SELECTIONS FROM 
1 HE POEMS OF WILLIAM WORDS- 
WORTH. 

Wordsworth (W.) and Coleridge (S. T.). 
LVRICAL BALL.'VDS. Second Edition. 
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The Little Quarto Shakespeare. 

Edited by W. J. CRAIG. With Introductions and Notes. 

Foit i6mo. In 40 Volumes. Leather^ price \s. net each volume. 

Mahogany Revolving Book Case. loj. net. 



Miniature Library. 

Demy j2mo. Leather^ u. net each volume. 



EuPHRANOR : A Dialogue on Youth. Edward 
FitzGerald. 

The Life of Edward, Lord Herbert of 
Cherburv. Written by himself. 



PoLONios: or Wise Saws and Modern In- 
stances. Edward FitzGerald. 

The RubXiyAt of Omar KhayyXm. Edward 
FitzGerald. Fourth Edition. 



The New Library of Medicine. 

Edited by C. W. SALEEBY. Demy Svo, 

Drugs and the Drug Habit. H. Sainsbury. 



Care of the Body. The. F. Cavanagh. 
Second Edition, "jt. 6d, mt. 

Children of the Nation, The. The Right 
Hon. Sir John Gorst. Second Editton. 
■js. td. net. 

Control of a Scourge ; or, How Cancer 
is Curable, The, Chas. P. Childe. 7*. td. 
net. 

Diseases of Occupation. Sir Thomas Oliver, 
loj. dd. net. Second Edition. 

Drink Problem, in its Medico-Sociological 
Aspects, The. Edited by T. N. Kelynack, 
■JS, 6d. net. 



Functional Nerve Diseases. A. T. Scho- 
field. "JS. 6d. net. 

Hygiene of Mind, The. T. S. Clouston. 
Fifth Edition. 7s. 6d. net. 

Infant Mortality, Sir George Newman. 
7^. td. net. 

Prevention of Tuberculosis (Consump- 
tion), The. Arthur Newsholme. loj. fidf. 
net. Second Edition. 

Air and Health. Ronald C. Macfie. 7s. 6d 
net. Second Edition. 



The New Library of Music. 

Edited by ERNEST NEWMAN. Illustrated. Demy %vo. Js. hd. net. 



Brahms. J. A. Fuller-Maitland. 

Edition. 



Second 



Handel. R. A. Streatfeild. Second Edition, 
Hugo Wolf. Ernest Newman. 



Oxford Biographies. 

Illustrated. Fcap. %vo. Each volume^ cloth^ 2s, 6d. net; leather^ y, 6d. net. 



Dante Alighibri. Paget Toynbee. 
Edition. 



Third 



E. L. S. Horsburgh. 



GiRoLAMo Savonarola. 

Fourth Edition, 
John Howard. E, C. S. Gibson. 
Alfred Tennyson. A. C. Benson. . 

Edition. 

Sir Walter Raleigh. L A. Taylor. 
Erasmus. £. F. H. Capey. 



The Young Pretender. C. S. Terry. 

Robert Burns. T. F. Henderson. 

Chatham. A. S. McDowall. 

Francis of Assisi. Anna M. Stoddart. 

Canning. W. Alison Phillips. 

Beaconsfield. Walter Sichel, 

Johann Wolfgang Goethe. H. G. Atkins. 

Francois de FAnelon. Viscount St. Cyrcs. 
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Three Plays. 

Fcap. &»«. 2s. Hit, 

The Honeymoon. A Comedy in Three Acts. I Milestones. Arnold Bennett and Edvard 
Arnold Bennett. Second Edition. \ Knoblauch. Second Edition^ 

Kismet. Edwaid Knoblauch. 



The States of Italy. 

Edited by E ARMSTRONG and R. LANGTON DOUGLAS. 

Illustrated. Demy $vff. 

A History of Milan under thb Sfosza. | A Histort or Vkeoka. A. M. Allen. 12s. 6d, 
CecUia M. Ady. lot. 6d. rut. \ mU 

A History of Perugia. W. Heywood. zzr. 6dl fut. 

The Westminster Commentaries. 



General Editor, WALTER LOCK, 
f Demy %fvo. 



Thk Acts of the Apostles. Edited by R- 
B. Rackham. Sixth EdUi^H. zor. 6d, 

The First Episti^ of Paul the Apostle 
TO the Corinthians. Edited by H. L. 
Goudge. Third Edition, 6r. 

The Book of Exodds Edited by A- H. 
M'Neile. With a Idap and 3 Plans. lor. (d. 

The Book of Kzbkiel. Edited by H. A. 
Redpath. zaf. 6<£ ~ 

The Book of Genesis. Edited with Intro- 
duction and Notes by S. R. Dnver. 
EiglUh Editiotu 10s. 6d. 



The Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 
by G. W. Wade. ica. 6d. 



Edited 



Additions AND Corrections iNTHs Seventh 
AKD Eighth Editions of The Book of 
Genesis. S. R. Driver, i*. 

The Book of Job. Edited by E. C S. Gibson. 
SeamdEditioK, 6f. 

The Epistle of St. Ja»ie5. Edited with In- 
troductioD and Notes by R. J. Knowling. 
Second Edition. 6r . 



The "Young" Series. 

Ulustrated. CroTvn inm. 



Thb YotnjG Botanist. W. P. Westell and 

C. S. Cooper. 3^. dd. net. 
The YofNC CAJepENTea. Cyril Wall jj. 
The Young Euecthician. Hammond Hall. 

V- 



The Yol'.vg Engineer. Hammond Hall. 

Third Edition. 51. 
The Yoong Natokaust. W. P. Westell. 

Second Edition, 6r. 
The Yoosg Oenithouogist. W. P. WestelL 
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Methuen's Shilling Library. 



Fcap. %vo. 

Condition op England, The. G. F. G. 
Masterman. 

De Profundis. Oscar Wilde. 

From Midshipman to Field-Marshal. 

Sir Evelyn Wood, F.M., V-C. 
•Ideal Husband, An. Oscar Wilde. 
*JiMMY Glover, His Book. James M. 

Glover. 

*JoHN BoYHs, King op the Wa-Kikuyu. 

John Boyes. 
Lady Windermere's Fan. Oscar WUde. 
Letters from a Self-Madb Merchant 

to his Son. George Horace Lorimcr. 
Life op John Ruskin, The. W. G. CoUing- 

wood. 
Life op Robert Louis Stevenson, The. 

Graham Balfour. 



I J. net. 

•Life op Tennyson, The. A. C. Benson. 

•Little of Everything, A. E. V. Lucas. 

Lord Arthur Savile's Crime. Oscar Wilde. 

Lore op the Honey-Bee, The. Tickner 
Edwardes. 

Man and the Univkrsb. Sir Oliver Lodge. 

Mary Magdalene. Maurice Maeterlinck. 

Selected Poems. Oscar Wilde. 

Sevastopol, and Other Stories. Leo 
Tolstoy. 

The Blue Bird. Maurice Maeterlinck. 

Under Five Reigns. Lady Dorothy Nevill. 

•Vailima Letters, Robert Louis Stevenson. 

•Vicar of Morwenstow, The. S. Baring- 
Gould. 



Books for Travellers. 

Crown %vo. 6s. each. 
Each volume contains a number of Illustrations in Colour. 
•A Wanderer in Florence. E. V. Lucas. 
A Wanderer in Paris. E. V. Lucas. 
A Wanderer in Holland. E. V. Lucas. 
A Wanderer in London. E. V. Lucas. 
The Norfolk Broads. W. A. Dutt. 
The New Forest. Horace G. Hutchinson. 
Naples. Arthur H. Norway. 
The Cities op UMnRiA, Edward Hutton. 
The Cities of Spain. Edward Hutton. 
•The Cities of Lombardy. Edward 



Hutton. 
Florence and Northern Tuscany, with 

Genoa. Edward Hutton. 
Siena and Southern Tuscany, Edward 

Hutton. 



Rome. Edward Hutton. 
Venice and Venetia. Edward Hutton. 
The Bretons at Home. F. M. Gost'ing. 
The Land of Pardons (Brittany). Anatole 

Le Braz. 
A Book of the Rhine. S. Baring-Gould. 
The Naples Riviera. H. M. Vaughan. 
Days in Cornwall. C. Lewis Hind. 
Through East Anglia in a Motor Car. 

J. E. Vincent. 

The Skirts op the Great City. Mrs- A. 

G. Bell. 

Round about Wiltshihe. A. G. Bradley. 
Scotland op To-day. T. F. Henderson and 

Francis Watt. 

Norway and its Fjords, M. A. Wyllie. 



Some Books on Art. 



Art and Life. T. Sturge Moore. Illustrated. 
Cr. 8vo. 5s. net. 

Aims and Ideals in Art. George Clausen. 
Illustrated. Secotid Edition. Large Post 
&V0. 5 J. mt. 

Six Lectures on Painting. George Clausen. 
Illustrated. T/tird- Edition. Large Post 
%V0. 3J. 6d,.net. 

Francesco Guardi, 1712-1793. G. A. 
Simonson. Illustrated. Imperial ^to. 
/,3 2X. net. 



Illustrations of the 
William Blake. Quarto, 



Book op Job. 
£,\ IS. net. 



John Lucas, Portrait Painter, 1828-1874. 
Arthur Lucas. Illustrated, Imperial ^to. 
£3 31. net. 

One Hundred Masterpieces of Pai.nting. 
With an Introduction by R. C. Witt. Illus- 
trated. Second Edition. Demjf Bvo. ios.6d. 
net. 

A Guide to the British Pictures in the 
National Gallery. Edward Kingston. 
Illustrated. Fcap. 8vo. ^s. 6d. net. 
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Some Books on Art — continued. 

One Hondrrd Masterpieces of Sculpturb. 
With an Introduction by G. F. HiU. Illus- 
trated- Demy Bvo. los. 6d, ftet. 

A RoMNEV Folio. With an Essay by A. B. 
Chamberlain. Imperial Folio. £15 15s. 
net. 

Thr Saints in Art. Margaret E. Tabor. 
Illustrated. Fcap. 8vo. y. 6d, net. 

Schools of Painting. Maiy Innes. Illus- 
trated. Cr. Zvo. 5s. net. 



The Post Impkbssionists. C Lewis Hind. 

Illustrated. Royal Zvo. 7;. 6d. n*t, 
Celtic Art in Pagan and Christian Times. 

J. R. Allen. Illustrated. Second Edition. 

Demy Zvo. jt. 6d, mt. 
" Classics of Art." See page 13. 
"The Connoisseur's Library." Seepa£ei4 
" Little Books on Art." See page 16. 
"The Little Gallbkibs." See page 17. 



Some Books on Italy. 



A History of Milan under the Sforza. 

Cecilia M. Ady. Illustrated. Demy 8vo. 

loj. 6d, net. 
A History of Verona. A. M. Allen. 

Illustrated. Demy 8vo. ins. 6d. net. 
A History of Perugia. William Heywood. 

Illustrated. Demy Bvo. zzs. 6d. net. 
The Lakes of Northern Italy. Richard 

Bagot. Illustrated. Fcap. Bvo. 5J. net. 
Woman in Italy. W. Boulting. Illustrated. 

De^ny Zvo. xos. 6d. net. 
Old Etruria avd Modern Tuscany. Mary 

L- Cameron. Illustrated. Second Edition. 

Cr. &VO. 6s. net. 
Florence and the Cities of Northern 

Tuscany, with Genoa. Edward Huttoa. 

Illustrated. Second Edition. Cr, Zvo. 6r. 
Siena and Southern Tuscany. Edward 

Hutton. Illustrated. Secofid Edition. 

Cr. &V0. 6s. 
In Unknown Tuscany. Edward Hutton. 

Illustrated. Second Edition. Demy 8vo. 

js. 6d. net. 
Venice and Venetia. Edward Hutton. 

Illustrated. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 
Venice on Foot. H. A- Douglas. Illustrated. 

Fcap. ivo. ST. net. 
Venice and Her Treasures, H. A. 

Douglas. Illustrated. Fcap. Bvo. ss. net. 
•The Doges of Venice. Mrs. Aubrey 

Richardson. lilastrated. Demy Zvo. zos. 6d. 

net, 
Florence : Her History and Art to the Fall 

of the Republic F. A. Hyett. Demy Zvo. 

•js. 6d. net. 
Florence ahp Her Treasures. H. M. 

Vaughan. Illustrated. Fcap. Zvo. 5X. net. 
Country Walks about Florence. Edward 

HuttOD. Illustrated. Fcap, Zvo. 5X. net. 
Naples : Past and Present. A. H. Norway. 

Illustrated. Third Edition, Cr. %vo. 6s. 
The Naples Riviera. H. M. Vaughan. 

Illustrated. Second Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s. 
Sicily; The New Winter Resort. Douglas 

Sladen. Illustrated. Second Editio7i. Cr. 

Zvo, 5r. net. 



Sicily. F. H. Jackson. IHastrated. Small 

Pott Svo. Clot At as. 6d. tat^ leather, 31. &£ 

net. 
Rome. Edward Hutton. Illustrated. Stcond 

Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s. 
A Roman Pux^rihage. R. E. Roberts. 

Illustrated. Demy Svo. lea. 6d. net. 
Rome. C. G. Ellaby. Illustrated. Small 

Pott Svo. Clotk, 25. 6d. net ; leather, 3*. 6d. 

n£t. 
The Cities of Uubria. Edward Hutton. 

Illustrated. Fourth Edition. Cr. Svo. dr. 
*The Cities op Lohbardy. Edward Hutt<m. 

Illustrated. Cr, Svo, 6s. 
The Lives of S. Francis of Assist. 

Brother Thomas of Celano. Cr. Svo. ^r. 

net. 
Lorenzo the Magnificent. E. L. S. 

Horsburgh. Illustrated. Second Edition. 

Demy Svo. 155. net, 
Girolamo Savonarola. E. L. S. Horsburgh. 

Illustrated. Cr. Svo. 5J. mt, 
St. Catherine of Siena and Her Times. 

BytheAuthorof'MdlleMori" Illustrated. 

Second Edition. Demy Svo. js. 6d. net. 
Dante and his Italy. Lonsdale Ragg. 

Illustrated. Demy Svo. 13s. 6d. net, 
Dante Alighibsi: His Life and Works. 

Paget Toynbee. Illustrated. Cr. Svo. y. 

net. 
The Medici Popes- H. M. Vaughan. Illus- 
trated. Demy Svo. ly. net. 
Shelley AJn> His Friends in Italy. Helen 

R. Angeli. Illustrated. Demy Svo, xoi. 6d, 

net. 
Home Life in Italy. Lina Duff Gordon. 

Illustrated. Second Edition. Demy Zvo. 

xos, 6d. net. 
Skies Italian : A little Breviary for Travellers 

in Italy. Ruth S. Phelps. Feap, Svo. sr. 

net. 
•A Wanderer in Florence. E. V. Lucas- 
Illustrated. Cr. Svo. 6s. 
'United Italy. F- M. Underwood. Demy 

Svo, JOS. 6d, net. 
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Part III. — A Selection of Works of Fiction 



AlbanesI (E. Maria). SUSANNAH AND 

ONE OTHER. Fmtrtk Edition. Cr. 

&va. 6s, 
LOVE AND LOUISA. Samd Editim. 

Cr. %vo. 6j. 
THE BROWN EYES OF MARY. Third 

Edition. Cr. Zvo. dr. 
I KNOW A MAIDEN. Third Edition. 

Cr. Svo. 6s. 
THE INVINCIBLE AMELIA: or, The 

Polite Adventuress. Third Edition. 

Cr. Zvo. 3J. 6d. 
THE GLAD HEART. Fifth Edition. 

Cr. %vo. 6s. 
•OLIVIA MARY. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

Bagot (Richard). A ROMAN MYSTERY. 

Third Edition. Cr. ^vo. 6s. 
THE PASSPORT. Fourth Edition. Cr. 

8»fl. 6s. 
ANTHONY CUTHBERT. Fojirth Edition. 

Cr. Zvo. 6s. 
LOVE'S PROXY. Cr. 8»o. 6s. 
DONNA DIANA. Srcond Edition. Cr. 

&VO. 6s. 
CASTING OF NETS. Twelfth Edition. 

Cr. Svo. 6s. 
THE HOUSE OF SERRAVALLE. Third 

Edition Cr. ivo. 6s, 

Bail6y(H.C.). STORM AND TREASURE. 

Thitd Edition. Cr. ivo. 6s. 
THE LONELY QUEEN. Third Edition. 
Cr, &VO. 6s. 

Barlng-Gould (S.). IN THE ROAR 
OF THE SEA. Eighth Edition. Cr. ivo. 
6s. 

MARGERY OF QUETHER. Second 
Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

THE QUEEN OF LOVE. Fifth Edition. 
Cr. Svo. 6s. 

JACQUETTA. Third Edition, Cr. Svo. 6s. 

KITTY ALONE. Fifth Edition. Cr.Svo. 6s. 

NOEMI. Illustrated. Fourth Edition. Cr. 
&V0. 6s, 

THE BROOM - SQUIRE. Illustrated. 

Fifth Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

DARTMOOR IDYLLS. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

GUAVAS THE TINNER. Illustrated. 
Second Edition. Cr. Svo. 65. 

BLADYS OF THE STEWPONEY. Illus- 
trated. Second Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

PABO THE PRIEST. Cr. Svo. 6s, 

WINEFRED. Illustrated. Second Edition. 
Cr, Svo. 6s. 

ROYAL GEORGIE. Illustrated. Cr.Svo.6s. 

CHRIS OF ALL SORTS. Cr. Svo. &s. 

IN DEWISLAND. Second Edition. Cr. 

MRs! CURGENVEN OF CURGENVEN. 
Fifth EdituM. Cr. Svo. 6s. 



Barr (Robert). IN THE MIDST OF 
ALARMS. Third Edition. Cr. Svo. 61. 

THE COUNTESS TEKLA. Fifth 
Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

THE MUTABLli MANY. Third Edition. 
Cr. Svo. 6s. 

Begbie (Harold). THE CURIOUS AND 
DIVERTING ADVENTURES OF SIR 
JOHN SPARROW, Bart. ; or, The 
Progress of an Open Mind. Second 
Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

Belloe (H.). EMMANUEL BURDEN, 
MERCHANT. Illustrated. Second Edition. 
Cr. Svo. 6s, 

A CHANGE IN THE CABINET. Third 
Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

Belloe-Lowndes (Mrs.). THE CHINK 
IN THE ARMOUR. Fourth Edition. 
Cr. Svo. 6s. 

•MARY PECHELL. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

Bennett (Arnold). CLAY HANGER. 

Tenth Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s. 
THE CARD. Sixth Edition. Cr.Svo. 6s. 
HILDA LESSWAYS. Seventh Edition. 

Cr. Svo. 6s. 
•BURIED ALIVE. A New Edition. 

Cr. Svo. 6s. 
A MAN FROM THE NORTH. A New 

Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s. 
THE MATADOR OF THE FIVE TOWNS. 

Second Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s, 

Benson (E. F.). DODO : A Detail or the 
Day. Sixteenth Edition, Cr. Svo. 6s. 

Birmingham (George A.). SPANISH 
GOLD. Sixth Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

THE SEARCH PARTY. Fifth Edition. 
Cr. Svo. 6s. 

LALAGE'S LOVERS. Third Edition. Cr. 
Svo. 6s. 

Bowen (Marjorle). I WILL MAIN- 
TAIN. Seventh Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

DEFENDER OF THE FAITH. Fifth 
Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s, 

•A KNIGHT OF SPAIN. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

THE QUEST OF GLORY. Third Edi- 
tion. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

GOD AND THE KING. Fourth Edition. 
Cr. Svo. 6s, 

Clifford (Mrs. W. K.). THE GETTING 
WELL OF DOROTHY. Illustrated. 
Second Edition. Cr. Svo. 3J. 6d. 

Conrad (Joseph). THE SECRET AGENT : 
A Simple Tale. Fourth Ed. Cr. Svo. 6s 

A SET OF SIX. Fourth Edition. Cr.Svo. 6s. 

UNDER WESTERN EYES. Second Ed, 
Cr. Svo. 6s. 
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'Conyers (Dorothea.). THE LONELY 

MAN. Cr. 8r». dr. 

Corelli (Marie). A ROMANCE OF TWO 

WORLDS. Thirtf -first Ed. Cr.ivo. dr. 
VENDETTA ; or, Thb Story of one For- 
gotten. Twenty-ninth Edition, Cr. Zvo. 

dr. 
THELMA : A Norwegian Princess. 

Forty-xectmd Edition. Cr. ivo. dr. 
ARDATH: The Story of a Dead Self. 

Twentieth Edition. Cr. 8ptf. dr. 
THE SOUL OF LILITH. SrvmUmth 

Edition. Cr. Zvo. dr. 
WORMWOOD : A Drama op Paris. 

Eighteenth Edition. Cr. ivo. dr. 
BARABBAS : A Dream of the World's 

Tragedy. Forty-sixth Edition. Cr. Svo. 

dr. 
THE SORROWS OF SATAN. Fifty-seventh 

Edition. Cr. St/o. dr. 
THE MASTER.CHRISTIAN. Thirteenth 

Edition. Tjgth Thousand. Cr. Zvo. dr. 
TEMPORAL POWER : A Study in 

Supremacy. Second Edition. xsoth 

Thousand. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 
GOD'S GOOD M,\N : A Simple Lovb 

Story. Fifteenth Edition. zs4th Thou- 
sand. Cr. Zvo. dr. 
HOLY ORDERS: the Tragedy of a 

Quiet Life. Second Edition. 120M 

Thousand. Crswn Zvo. dr. 
THE MIGHTY ATOM. Twenty-ninth 

Edition. Cr. Zvo. dr. 
BOY: a Sketch. Twelfth Edition. Cr. Svo. 

dr. 
CAMEOS. FourUenth Edition. Cr. Zvo. dr. 
THE LIFE EVERLASTING. Fifth Ed. 

Cr. Zvo. dr. 

CPOCkett (S. R.). LOCHINVAR. Illus- 
trated. Third Edition. Cr. Zvo. dr. 

THE STANDARD BEARER. Second 
Edition. Cr. Zvo. dr. 

Cpoker (B. M.)- THE OLD CANTON- 
MENT. Second Edition. Cr. Zvo. dr. 

JOH.ANNA. Second Edition. Cr. Zva. dr. 

THE HAPPY VALLEY. Fourth Edition. 
Cr. Zvo. dr. 

A NINE DAYS' WONDER. Fourth 
Edition. Cr. Zvo. dr. 

PEGGY OF THE BARTONS. Seventh 
Edition. Cr. Zvo. dr. 

ANGEL. Fifth Edition. Cr. Svo. dr. 

KATHERINE THE ARROGANT. Sixth 
Edition. Cr. Svo. dr. 

B.\BES IN THE WOOD. Fourth Edition. 
Cr, Svo. 6s. 

Danby (Frank.). JOSEPH IN JEO- 
PARDY. Third Edition. Cr. Svo. dr. 

Doyle (Sip A. Conan). ROUND THE RED 
LAMP. Twelfth Ediiion. Cr. Zvo. dr. 

Fenn (G. ManvUIe). SYD BELTON: 
"The Boy who would not go to Sea. 
Illusttated. Second Ed. Cr. Zvo. y. 6d. 



Findlater (J. H.). THE GREEN GRAVES 
OF BALGOWRIE. Fifth Edition. Cr. 

THE LADDER TO THE STARS. Secor-d 
Edition. Cr. Zuo. fir. 

Findlater (Mary). A NARROW WAY. 

Third Edition. Cr. Zvo. dr. 
OVER THE HILLS. Second Edition. Cr. 

Svo. 6s. 
THE ROSE OF JOY. Third Edition. 

A BLIND BIRD'S NEST. Illustrated. 
Second Edition. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

Fry [B. and C. B). A MOTHER'S SON. 
Fifth Edition. Cr. Zvo. dr. 

Harraden (Beatrice). IN VARYING 

MOODS. Fourteenth Edition. Cr.Zvo. dr. 

HILDA STRAFFORD and THE REMIT- 
TANCE MAN. Twelfth Ed. Cr.Zvo. fir. 

INTERPLAY. Fifth Edition. Cr. Svo. fir. 

Hiehens (Robert). THE PROPHET OF 
BERKELEY SQUARE. Second Ediiion. 
Cr. Zvo. dr. 

TONGUES OF CONSCIENCE. Third 
Edition. Cr. Zvo. dr. 

THE WOMAN WITH THE FAN. Eighth 
Edition. Cr. Zvo. dr. 

BYEWAYS. Cr. Svo. dr. 

THE G.ARDEN OF ALLAH. Twenty- 
first Edition. Cr. Zfoo. dr. 

THE BLACK SPANIEL. Cr. Zvo. dr. 

THE CALL OF THE BLOOD. Seventh 
Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

BARBARY SHEEP. Second Edition. Cr. 
Zvo. 3r. 6d. 

THE DWELLER ON THE THRES- 
HOLD. Cr. Zvo. fir. 

Hope (Anthony). THE GOD IN TER 
CAR. Eleventh Edition. Cr. Zvo. fir. 

A CHANGE OF AIR. Sixth Edition. Cr. 
Zvo. fir. 

A MAN OF MARK. Seventh Ed. Cr. Zao. dr. 

THE CHRONICLES OF COUNT AN- 
TONIO. Sixth Edition. Cr.Sivo. dr. 

PHROSO. Illustrated. Eighth Edition. 
Cr. Zvo. dr. 

SIMON DAX.E. Illustrated. Eighth Edition. 

THE KING'S MIRROR. Fifth Edition. 
Cr. Zvo. fir. 

QUISANT^ Fourth Edition. Cr. Zvo. fir. 

THE DOLLY DIALOGUES. Cr. Sm. fir. 

TALES OF TWO PEOPLE. Third Edi- 
Hon. Cr. Zvo. fir. 

THE GREAT MISS DRWER. Fourth 
Edition. Cr. Zvo. fir. 

MRS. MAXON PROTESTS. Third Edi- 
tion. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

Hutten (Baroness von). THE HALO. 
Fifth Edition. Cr. Zvo. fir. 
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Inner Snrine' (Author of the). THE 

WILD OLIVE. Third Edition. Cr.tvo. 
bs. 

Jacobs (W. W.). MANY CARGOES. 

Tkirty-secorid Edition. Cr. ivo. 3J. td. 

*AIfo Illustrated in colour. Demy %vo. 

■js. td. jtet. 
SEA URCHINS. Sixteenth Edition. Cr. 

Svo. IS. 6d. 
A MASTER OF CRAFT. Illustrated. 

Ninth Edition. Cr. Zvo. 3X. ^. 
LIGHT FREIGHTS. Illustrated. Eighth 

Edition. Cr. Zvo. gj. 6d. 
THE SKIPPER'S WOOING. Eleventh 

Edition. Cr. Zvo. \s. bd. 
AT SUNWICH PORT. Illustrated. Tenth 

Editioft. Cr. Zvo. y. 6d. 
DIALSTONE LANE. Illustrated. Eighth 

Edition. Cr, &vo. 3J. 6d. 
ODD CRAFT. Illustrated. Ei/ih Edition. 

Cr. 8vo. 3J. 6d. 
THE LADY OF THE BARGE. Illustrated. 

Ninth Edition, Cr. Zvo. 3^ . td. 
SALTHAVEN. Illustrated. Third Edition. 

Cr. Hvo, 3r. 6d, 
SAILORS' KNOTS. Illustrated. Ei/th 

Edition. Cr. %vo. 3J. 6d. 
SHORT CRUISES. Third Edition. Cr. 

Zvo. 3J, 6d, 

James (Henry). THE GOLDEN BOWL. 
Tnird Edi.ion. Cr.Zvo. 6s 

Le Oueux (William). THE HUNCHBACK 

OF WESTMINSTER. Third Edition, 

Cr. Zvo. ts. 
THE CLOSED BOOK. Third Edition. 

Cr. Zvo. 6s. 
THE VALLEY OF THE SHADOW. 

Illustrated. Third Edition, Cr. Zvo. 6s. 
BEHIND THE THRONE. Third Edition. 

Cr. Z1/0. 6s. 

London (Jack). WHITE FANG. Eighth 
Edition, Cr, Zvo, 6s. 

Lucas (E. v.). LISTENER'S LURE : An 

Obi-iql'e Narration. Eighth Edition. 

Fcdp. Zvo. ^s. 
OVER BEMERTON'S: An Easy-going 

Chronicle. Ninth Edition. FcapZvo. 5J. 
MR. INGLESIDE. Eighth Edition. Fcaf. 

Zt'O. 5J. 
LONDON LAVENDER. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

Lyall (Edna). DERRICK VAUGHAN, 
NOVELIST. 44/A riwusand, Cr, Zvo, 
y. 6d. 

Macnaughtan (S.). THE FORTUNE OF 
CHRIbTINA M'NAB. Ei/th Edition. 
Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

PETER AND JANE. Fourth Edition. 
Cr. Zvo, is, 

Malet (Lucas). A COUNSEL OF PER- 
FECTION. Second Edition, Cr,Zvo, 6s. 



THE WAGES OF SIN. Sixteenth Edition. 
Cr. Zvo. 6s, 

THE CARISSIMA. Fifth Ed, Cr, Zvo. 6s. 

THE GATELESS BARRIER. Fi/th Edi- 
tion. Cr, Zvo, 6s. 

Maxwell (W. B.). THE RAGGED MES- 
SENGER. Third Edition, Cr, Zvo. 6s. 
THE GUARDED FLAME. Seventh Edi- 
tion. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 
ODD LENGTHS. Second Ed, Cr, Zvo, 6s, 
HILL RISE. Fourth Edition, Cr. Zvo. 6s, 
THE COUNTESS OF MAYBURY: Be- 
tween You AND I. Fourth Edition, Cr, 
Ivo, 6s. 
THE REST CURE. Fourth Edition. Cr, 
Zvo. 6s, 

Milne (A. A.). THE DAY'S PLAY. 

Third Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 
•THE HOLIDAY ROUND. Cr. Zvo. 6s, 

Montague (C. E.). A HIND LET 
LOOSE. Third Edition. Cr.Zvo. 6s. 

Morrison (Arthur). TALES OF MEAN 
STREETS. Seventh Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

A CHILD OF THE JAGO. Sixth Edition. 
Cr. Zvo. 6s, 

THE HOLE IN THE WALL. Fourth Edi- 
tion, Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

DIVERS VANITIES. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

Ollivant (Alfred). OWD BOB, THE 
GREY DOG OF KENMUIR. With a 
Frontispiece. Eleventh Ed. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

THE TAMING OF JOHN BLUNT. 
Second Edition. Cr, Zvo, 6s, 

•THE ROYAL ROAD. Cr. Zvo, 6s. 

Onions (Oliver). GOOD BOY SELDOM : 
A Romance of Auvertiskment. Second 
Edition, Cr, Zvo. 6s. 

Oppenhelm ()E. Phillips). MASTER OF 

MEN. FtYth Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 
THE MISSING DELORA. Illustrated. 
Fourth Edition. Cr. Zvo, 6s, 

Orczy (Baroness). FIRE IN STUBBLE. 
Fifth Edition, Cr, Zvo, 6s, 

Oxenham (John). A 'WEAVER OF 
WEBS. Illustrated. Fifth Ed. Cr.Zvo. as. 

PROFIT AND LOSS. Fourth Edition, 
Cr. Zvo. 6s, 

THE LONG ROAD. Fourth Edition. Cr, 
Zvo. 6s. 

THE SONG OF HYACINTH, and 
Other Stories. Second Edition, Cr, 
Zvo. 6s. 

MY L.\DY OF SHADOWS. Fourth Edi- 
tion. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

LAURISTONS. Fourth Edition. Cr. Zvo, 
6s. 

THE COIL OF CARNE. Sixth Edition. 
Cr Zvo. 6s. 

•I'HE QUEST OF THE GOLDEN ROSE. 
Cr, Zvo, 6s. 
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Parkep (Gilbert). PIERRE AND HIS 

PEOPLE. Seventh Edition. Cr. ivo. bs. 

MRS. FALCHION. Fifth Edition. Cr. 

THE TRANSLATION OF A SAVAGE. 

FourtJt Edition. Cr. %vo. 65. 
THE TRAIL OF THE SWORD. Illus- 
trated. Tenth Edition. Cr. Svo. fit. 
WHEN VALMOND CAME TO PONTIAC : 
^ The Story of a Lost Napoleon. Seventh 

Edition, Cr. 9joo. 6s. 
AN ADVENTURER OF THE NORTH. 

The Last Adventures of * Pretty Pierre.' 

Fifth Edifum. Cr. ivo. 6s. 
THE BATTLE OF THE STRONG: a 

Romance of Two Kingdoms. Illustrated. 

Seventh Edition. Cr. Zvo. fir. 
THE POMP OF THE LAVILETTES. 

Third Editian. Cr. ivo. 31. 6d. 
NORTHERN LIGHTS. Fourth Edition. 

Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

Pasture (Blrs. Henry de la). THE 
TYRANT. Fourth Edition. Cr. Ivo. fir. 

Pemberton (Max). THE FOOTSTEPS 

OF A THRONE, niostrated. Frtirth 

Edition. Cr. tvo. fir. 
I CROWN THEE KING. Illostrated. Cr. 

ivo. fir. 
LOVE THE HARVESTER: A Stort or 

THE Shires. Illu'*~ated. Third Edition. 

Cr. Zvo. y. 6d. « 
j THE MYSTERY OF THE GREEN 

HEART. Third Edition. Cr. ivo. fir. 

Perpin (AUee). THE CHARM. Fifth 

Edition. Cr. ivo. 6s. 
•THE ANGLO-INDIANS. Cr. ivo. fir. 

Phniiiotts(Eden). LYING PROPHETS. 

Third Edition. Cr. ivo. fir. 
CHILDREN OF THE MIST. SixA Edi- 
tion, Cr. ivo. fir. 
THE HUMAN BOY. With a Frontispiece. 

Seventh Edition. Cr. ivo. fir. 
SONS OF THE MORNING. Second 

Edition, Cr. ivo. fir. 
THE RIVER. Fourth Edition. Cr. ivo. fir. 
THE AMERICAN PRISONER. Fourth 

Edition. Cr. iuo. fir. 
KNOCK AT A VENTURE. Third Edition. 

Cr. ivo. fir. 
THE PORTREEVE. Fourth Edition. Cr. 

ivo. fir. 
THEPOACHER'SWIFE. Second Edition. 

Cr. ivo. fir. 
THE STRIKING HOURS. Second Edition. 

Cr. ivo. fir. 
DEMETER'S DAUGHTER. Third 

Edition. Cr. ivo. 6s. 

Piekthall (Mapmaduke^ SAID THE 

FISHERMAN. Ei^hli Edition. Cr. ivo. 
fir. 

•Q' (A. T. Quiller Conch). THE WHITE 
WOLF. Second Edition. Cr. ivo. fir. 



THE MAYOR OF TROY. Fourth EJiticti 

Cr. Svo. 6s. 
MERRVG.MIDKN akd other Stories. 

Cr. ivo. fir 
MAJOR VIGOUREUX. Third Edition. 

Cr. ivo. fir. 

Bidge (W. Pett). ERB. Second Edition. 

Cr. ivo. 6s. 
A SON OF THE STATE. Third Edition. 

Cr. ivo. y. 6d. 
A BREAKER OF LAWS. Cr. ivo, y. 6d. 
MRS. GALER'S BUSINESS. Illustrated. 

Second Edition. Cr. ivo. fir. 
THE WICKHAMSES. Fourth Edition. 

Cr. ivo. fir. 
NAME OF GARLAND. Third Edition. 

Cr. ioo. fir. 
SPLENDLD BROTHER. Fourth Edition. 

Cr. iivo. 6s. 
NINE TO SIX-THIRTY. Third Edition. 

Cr. ivo. fir. 
THANKS TO SANDERSON. Second 

Edition. Cr. ivo. fir. 
•DEVOTED SPARKES. Cr. ivo. fir. 

Russell (W. Clark). MASTER ROCKA- 
FELLAR'S VOYAGE. Illustrated. 

Fourth Edition, Cr, ivo. y. 6d, 

Sidgwlek (Mrs. Alfred). THE KINS- 
M.AN. Illustrated. Third Edition, Cr. 

the' LANTERN-BEARERS. Third 

Edition. Cr. ivo, fir. 
ANTHEA'S GUEST. Fifth Edition. Cr. 

ivo. fir. 
•LAMORNA. Cr.ivo. fir. 

someFTllle (E. <E.) and Ross (Martin). 

DAN RUSSEL THE FOX. lUustrated. 
Fourth Edition. Cr. ivo. 6s. 

Thurston (E. Temple). MIRAGE. Fourth 
Edition, Cr. ivo, fir. 

Watson (H. B. Marriott). THE HIGH 

TOBY. Third Edition. Cr. ivo. fit. 
THE PRIVATEERS. lUustiated. Second 

Edition. Cr. ivo. fir. 
ALISE OF ASTRA. Third Edition. Cr. 

ivo. fir. 
THE BIG FISH. Second Edition. Cr.ivo. 

fir. 

Webllng (Peegy). THE STORY OF 
VIRGINIA PERFECT. Third EdUion. 

THE SPIRIT OF MIRTH. Fifth Edition 

Cr. ivo. fir. 
FELIX CHRISTIE. Secofid Edition, Cr, 

ivo, fir. 

Weyman (Stanley). UNDER THE RED 
ROBE. Illustrated. Twenty-third Edition. 
Cr. ivo. fir. 

Whitby (Beatrice). ROSAMUND. Second 
Edition, Cr, ivo, 6c 
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Vvilljamson {C- N. and A- M.). THE 
LIGHTNING CONDUCTOR: The 
Strange Adventures of a Motor Car. Illus- 
trated. Seventeenth Edition. Cr. Sva. 
OS. Also Cr. Zvo. IS. net. 

THE PRINCESS PASSES : A Romance of 
a Motor. Illustrated. Ninth Edition. 
Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

LADY BETTY ACROSS THE WATER, 
Eleventh Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

SCARLET RUNNER. Illustrated.' Third 

Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 
SET IN SILVER. Illustrated. Fourth 

Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6*. 



LORD LOVELAND DISCOVERS 
AMERICA. Second Edition. Cr. Bvo. 6t. 

THE GOLDEN SILENCE. Sixth Edition. 
Cr. Bvo. 6s. 

THE GUESTS OF HERCULES. Third 
Edition. Cr. Sro. 6s. 

•THE HEATHER MOON. Cr. Svo. 6s. 

Wyllarde (Dolf). THE PATHWAY OF 
THE PIONEER (Nous Autres). Sixth 
Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 

THE UNOFFICIAL HONEYMOON 

Seventh Edition. Cr. Zvo. 6s. 
THE CAREER OF BEAUTY DARLING. 

Cr. Zvo. 6s. 



Methuen's Two-Shilling Novels. 

Crown %vo^ 2J. net. 



*BoTOR Chaperon, The. C. N. and A. M. 

Williamson. 
*Call op the Bi-ood, The. Robert Hichens. 
Car of Destiny and its Errand in 

Spain, The. C. N. and A. M. Williamson. 
Clementina. A. E. W. Mason. 
Colonel Enderby*s Wife. Lucas Malet. 
Felix. Robert Hichens. 
Gate OF THE Desert, The. John Oxenham. 
My Friend the Chauffeur. C. N. and 

A. M. Williamson. 



The. C. N. and A. M. 



Princess Virginia, 
Williamson. 

SEAts OF THE MiGHTY, The. Sir Gilbert 
Parker. 

Servant of the Public, A. Anthony Hope. 

•Set in Silver. C. N. and A. M. Williamson. 

Severins, The. Mrs. Alfred Sidgwick. 

Sir Richard Calmady. Lucas Malet 

•ViviEM. W. B. Maxwell. 



Books for Boys and Girls. 

Illustrated. Crown Zvo. y. 6d. 



Cross and Dagger, The Crusade of the 
Children, 1213. W. Scott Durrant. 

Getting Well of Dorothy, The. Mrs. 
W. K. Clifford. 

Girl of the People, A, L. T. Meade. 

Hepsy Gipsy. L. T. Meade, zs. 6d. 

Honourable Miss, The. L. T. Meade. 

Master Rockafellak's Voyage. W. Clark 
RusselU 



Only a Guard-Room Dog. Edith E. 
Cuthell. 

Red Grange, The. Mrs. Molesworth. 

Syd Belton : The Boy who would not 

go to Sea. G. Manville Fenn. 
There was once a Prince. Mrs. M. E. 

Mann. 
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Methuen's Shilling Novels. 



•Anna of the Five Towns. Arnold Bennett- 

Barbarv Sheep. Robert Hichens. 

CharMi The. Alice Perrin. 

•Demon, The. C. N. and A. M. Williamson. 

Guarded Flame, The. W. B. Maxwell. 

Jane. Marie Corelli. 

Ladv Bettv Across the Water. C. N. 

& A. M. Williamson. 
•Long Road, The. John Oxenham. 
Mighty Atom, The. Marie Corelli. 
Mirage. E. Temple Thurston. 
Missing Delora, The. E Phillips Oppen- 

heim. 



Round the Red Lamp. Sir A, Conan Doyle, 
•Secret Woman, The. Eden Phillpotts. 
•Severins, The. Mrs. Alfred Sidgwick. 
Spanish Gold. G. A. Birmingham. 
Tales o*- Mean Streets. Arthur Morrison. 
The Halo. The Baroness von Hutten. 
•Tyrant, The. Mrs. Henry de la Pasture. 
Under the Red Robe. Stanley J. Weyman. 
Virginia Perfect. Peggy Webiing. 
Woman with the Fan, The. Robert 
Hichens. 



The Novels of Alexandre Dumas. 

Medium %vo. Price 6d. DottbU Vohinus^ \s. 



ACTtf. 

Adventures of Captain Pamphile, The. 

Amaurv. 

BiKD of Fate, The. 

Black Tulip, The. 

Black : the Story of a Dog. 

Castle of Eppstein, The. 

Catherine Blum. 

C&CILE. 

ChAtelet, The. 

Chevalier D'Harmental, The. (Double 

volume.) 
Chicot the Jester. 
Chicot Redivivus. 

COMTE DE MoNTGOMMERV, ThE. 

Conscience. 

Convict's Son, The. 

CoRSiCAN Brothers, The; and Otho the 

Archer. 
Crop-Eared Jacquot. 
DoM Gorenplot 
Due d'Anjou, The. 
Fatal Combat, The. 
Fencing Master, The. 
Fernande, 
Gabriel Lambert 
Georges. 

Great Massacre, The. 
Henri de Navarre. 

H^LiHB DE CuaVERNY. 



Horoscope, The. 

Leone- Leo NA. 

Louise de la Valli&re. (Double volume.) 

Man in the Iron Mask, The. (Double 

volume-) 
MaItre Adam. 
Mouth op Hell, The. 
Nanon. (Double volume.) 
Olympia. 

Pauline; Pascal Bruno; and Bontekoe. 
PfeRE LA Ruine. 
Porte Saint-Antoinf,, The. 
Prince of Thieves, The. 
Reminiscences of Antony, The. 

St. Qu ENTIN. 

Robin Hood. 

Samuel Gelb. 

Snowball and the Soltanetta, The. 

Sylvandire. 

Taking of Calais, The. 

Tales op the Supernaturau 

Tales of Strange Adventure. 

Tales of Terror. 

Three Musketeers, The. (Double volume.) 

Tourney of the Rue St. Antoine. 

Tragedy of Nantes, The. 

Twenty Years After. (Double volume.) 

Wild-Duck Shooter, The. 

Wolf-Lkader, Thb. 
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Methuen's Sixpenny Books. 

Medium Sz/0. 



AlbanesI (E. Haria). LOVE AND 
LOUISA. 

1 KNOW A MAIDEN. 

THE BLUNDER OF AN INNOCENT. 

PETER A PARASITE. 

•THE INVINCIBLE AMELIA. 

Anstey (F.). A BAYARD OF BENGAL. 

Austen (J.). PRIDE AND PREJUDICE. 

Bagot (Richard). A ROMAN MYSTERY. 
CASTING OF NETS. 
DONNA DIANA. 



BY STROKE OF 



BalfouF (Andrew). 
SWORD. 



Baring-Gould (S.). FURZE BLOOM. 

CHEAP JACK ZITA. 

KITTY ALONE. 

URITH. 

THE BROOM SQUIRE. 

IN THE ROAR OF THE SEA. 

NOEMI. 

A BOOK OF FAIRY TALES. Illuslraled. 

LITTLE TU'PENNY. 

WINEFRED. 

THE FROBISHERS. 

THE QUEEN OF LOVE. 

ARMINELL. 

BLADYS OF THE STEWPONEY. 

CHRIS OF ALL SORTS. 

Barp (Robert). JENNIE BAXTER. 
IN THE MIDST OF ALARMS. 
THE COUNTESS TEKLA. 
THE MUTABLE MANY. 

Benson (E. F.). DODO. 
THE VINTAGE. 

Bronte (Chariotte). SHIRLEY. 

THE HEART OF 



ACROSS THE 



Brownell (C. L.). 
JAPAN. 

Burton (J. Bioundelie). 

SALT SEAS. 

Caffyn (Mrs.). ANNE MAULEVERER. 

Capes (Bernard). THE GREAT SKENE 
MYSTERY. 



Clifford (Mrs. W. K.). 

SUMMER. 
MRS. KEITH'S CRIME. 



A FLASH OF 



Corbett (Julian). A 
GREAT WATERS. 



BUSINESS IN 



Croker (Mrs. B. M.). ANGEL. 
A STATE SECRET. 
PEGGY OF THE BARTONS. 
JOHANNA. 



Dante (Alighieri). 

COMEDY (Gary). 

Doyle (Sir A. Conan). 
RED LAMP. 

Duncan (Sara Jeannette). 
DELIGHTFUL AMERICANS 

Eliot (George). 
FLOSS. 



THE DIVINE 

ROUND THE 

THOSE 
IICANS. 

THE MILL ON THE 



Findlater (Jane H.). THE 
GRAVES OF BALGOWRIE. 



GREEN 

Gallon (Tom). RICKERBY'S FOLLY. 

Gaskell (Mrs.). CRANFORD. 
MARY BARTON. 
NORTH AND SOUTH. 



Gerard (Dorothea). 

MONY. 



HOLY MATRI- 



THE CONQUEST OF LONDON. 
MADE OF MONEY. 

Gissing(G.). THE TOWN TRAVELLER. 
THE CROWN OF LIFE. 



Glanvllle (Ernest). 

TREASURE. 
THE KLOOF BRIDE. 



THE INCA'S 



Glelg (Charles). 



Grimm (The Brothers) 
FAIRY TALES. 



BUNTER'S CRUISE. 
GRIMM'S 



Hope (Anthony). A MAN OF MARK 
A CHANGE OF AIR. 

THE CHRONICLES OF COUNT 

ANTONIO. 
PHROSO. 
THE DOLLY DIALOGUES. 



Hornung (E. W.), 
NO TALES. 



DEAD MEN TELL 



Hyne (C. J. C.). PRINCE RUPERT THE 
BUCCANEER. 



Ingraham (J. H.). 
DAVID. 



THE THRONE OF 
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Le Queux (W.l. THE HUNCHBACK 

OF WESTMINSTER. 
THE CROOKED WAY. 
THE VALLEY OF THE SHADOW. 

Levett-Yeats (S. K.). THE TRAITOR'S 

WAY. 
ORRAIN. 

Linton (E. Lynn). THE TRUE HIS- 
TORY OF JOSHUA DAVIDSON. 

Lyall (Edna). DERRICK VAUGHAN. 

Malet (Lucas). THE CARIS3IMA. 
A COUNSEL OF PERFECTION. 

Mann (Mrs. M. E.). MRS. PETER 

HOWARD. 
A LOST ESTATE. 
THE CEDAR STAR. 
THE PjVTTEN EXPERIMENT. 
A WINTERS TALE. 

Hapchmont (A. W.\ MISER HOAD- 

LEY'S SECRET. 
A MOMENT'S ERROR. 

Marpyat (Captain). PETER SIMPLE. 
JACOB FAITHFUL. 

March (Richard). A METAMORPHOSIS. 
THE TWICKENHAM PEERAGE. 
THE GODDESS. 
THE JOSS. 

Mason (A. E. W.). CLEMENTINA. 

Mathers (Helen). HONEY. 
GRIFF OF GRIFFITHSCOURT. 
SAM'S S'WEETHEART. 
THE FERRYMAN. 

Meade (Mrs. L. T.). DRIFT. 

Miller (Esther). LIVING LIES. 

Hitford (Bertram). THE SIGN OF THE 
SPIDER. 



THE ALIEN. 
, THE HOLE 



Hontr^sor T. P.). 

Morrison (Aptbnr), 
THE WALL. 

Nesbit (E.). THE RED HOUSE. 

Norrls (W. E.). HIS GRACE. 
GILES INGILBY. 
THE CREDIT OF THE COUNTY. 
LORD LEONARD THE LUCKLESS. 
MATTHEW AUSTEN. 
CLARISSA FURIOSA. 

Oliphant (Mrs.). THE LADY'S WALK. 
SIR ROBERT'S FORTUNE. 



THE PRODIGALS. 

THE TWO MARYS. 

Oppenheim (E. P.). MASTER OF MEN. 

Parker (Sir Gilbert). THE POMP OF 

THE LAVILETTES. 
WHEN VALMOND CAME TO PONTIAC. 
THE TRAIL OF THE SWORD. 

Pemberton (Max). THE FOOTSl'EPS 

OF A THRONE. 
I CROWN THEE KING. 
Phillpotts (Eden). THE HUMAN BOY. 
CHILDREN OF THE MIST. 
THE POACHER'S WIFE. 
THE RIVER. 



•Q' (A. T. Qulller Couch). 
WHITE WOLF. 



THE 



Ridge (W.Pett). ASON OF THE STATE. 

LOST PROPERTY. 

GEORGE and THE GENERAL. 

A BREAKER OF LAWS. 

ERB. 

Russell (W. Clark). ABANDONED. 
A MARRIAGE AT SEA. 
MY D.4NISH SWEETHEART. 
HIS ISLAND PRINCESS. 



Sergeant (Adeline). 
BEECHWOOD. 



THE MASTER OF 



BALBARA'S MONEY. 
THE YELLOW DIAMOND. 
THE LOVE THAT OVERCAJf E. 

Sidgwick (Mrs. AI&>ed). THE KINS- 
^lAN. . 

Surtees (R. S.). HANDLEY CROSS. 
MR. SPONGE'S SPORTING TOUR. 
ASK MAM.\!A. 

Walford (Mrs. L. B.). MR. SMITH. 

COUSINS. 

THE BABY'S GRANDMOTHER. 

TROUBLESOME DAUGHTERS. 

Wallace (General Lew). BEN-HUR. 

THE F.\IR GOD. 



Watson (H. B. Harriott). 
TURERS. 



THBADVEN- 



CAPTAIN FORTUNE. 

Weekes (A. B.). PRISONERS OF WAR. 

Wells (H. G.). THE SEA LADY. 

Whitby (Beatrice). THE RESULT OF 
AN AXIDENT. 



White (Percy). 
GRIM. 
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